
 

 

Stars and Seekers after Truth  
Unlike the writers of the horoscope columns in our newspapers, these Wise Men were 
scholar astrologers, probably from Syria or Iraq. They believed that the stars 
controlled the destiny of human beings, but they were open enough to the Hebrew 
scriptures to be led to the amazing discovery of a star-child in Bethlehem. 
 

They knelt before this baby, doing homage, because they realised that the stars did 
not control this infant, but that there was something of this baby which caused the 
night sky to respond!  They preserved the child from the deadly schemes of Herod, 
and then they returned to their home country, ‘by a different way’. They were on a 
different journey after encountering the Child.  
 

Who can doubt that the Holy Spirit led these wise men from the East to the manger? 
In fact, the Holy Spirit is at work in every human being, prompting each and every one 
to become seekers after Truth. 
As a person responds to this prompting and tries to lead a good humane life, then the 

Church teaches that the Holy Spirit can draw them into the saving life of God. Thus, billions in China and India who have never 
heard the Gospel, can be saved.  
 

But, such persons do not savour the fullness of Truth as we do with the privilege of having the scriptures and the sacraments. 
Where it is possible, we are obliged to offer them the road map to the Truth.   
We can take a moment to affirm our faith in the baby in the manger as the One of whom Dante spoke:  

   ‘the Love which moves the sun and other stars’. Come, let us adore him. © Fr Michael Tate  

Blessing the Chalk 2022 
Priest: Our help is the name of the Lord:  

All: The maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Priest: The Lord shall watch over your going out and your 
coming in:  

All: From this time forth for evermore. 
 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 

 

Let us pray. 
Loving God, bless this chalk which you have created, that it 
may be helpful to your people; and grant that through the 

invocation of your most Holy Name all who use it in faith to 
write upon the doors of their homes the names of your saints, 
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, may receive health of body 

and protection of soul for all who dwell in or visit their home; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Chalking the Door:  
An Epiphany House Blessing 2022 

Family and friends gather to ask God’s blessing on their homes 
and those who live in or visit the home. It is an invitation for 

Jesus to be a daily guest in our home, our comings and goings, 
our conversations, our works and play, our joys and sorrows. 

 

One way of doing this is to use chalk blessed during the 
Epiphany liturgy and write above the home’s entryway,  

start with the previous year  
21 + C + M + B + 22.  

Then the letters C, M, B which have two meanings. They are 
the initials of the traditional names of the three magi: Caspar, 

Melchior, and Balthazar. They also abbreviate the Latin 
words Christus mansionem benedicat,  

“May Christ bless the house.”  
The “+” signs represent the cross, and 2022 is the new year.  

 
 

Instructions for Blessing the Home 
Using the blessed chalk write 21 + C + M + B + 22 on the 

lintel of your front door (front porch step or convenient 
location) while saying: 

The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, 
followed the star of God’s Son who became human two 

thousand and twenty-two years ago. May Christ bless our 
home and remain with us throughout the new year.  

Amen. 
Then offer the following prayer: 

Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your 
presence. Bless all who live or visit here with the gift of your 
love; and grant that we may manifest your love to each other 
and to all whose lives we touch. May we grow in grace and in 
the knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and strengthen 

us in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and for ever.  
Amen.  

“Chalking the door” is a way to celebrate and physically mark 
the occasion of the Epiphany and God’s blessing of our lives 

and home. With time the chalk will fade. It is a reminder to let 
the meaning of the written symbols sink into the depths of our 

heart and be manifest in our words and actions. 
 

COLLECT YOUR BLESSED CHALK FROM THE CHURCH FOYER. 

21 + C + M + B + 22  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon           Cf. Mal 3:1; 1 Chr 29:12 

All: Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and 
kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion. 

The Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to  
people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father, have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.              
 

First Reading               Is 60:1-6 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah      
The glory of the Lord shines upon you. 

Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, the 
glory of the Lord is rising on you, though night still co-
vers the earth and darkness the peoples. 
Above you the Lord now rises and above you his glory 
appears. The nations come to your light and kings to 
your dawning brightness. Lift up your eyes and look 
round: all are assembling and coming towards you, your 
sons from far away and your daughters being tenderly 
carried. At this sight you will grow radiant, your heart 
throbbing and full; since the riches of the sea will flow to 
you; the wealth of the nations come to you; camels in 
throngs will cover you, and dromedaries of Midian and 
Ephah; everyone in Sheba will come, bringing gold and 
incense and singing the praise of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm            Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R. see v.11 

(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.             
 

1.O God, give your judgement to the king, to a king’s son 
your justice, that he may judge your people in justice and 
your poor in right judgement. (R.) 
 

2. In his days justice shall flourish  and peace till the moon 
fails. He shall rule from sea to sea, from the Great River to 
earth’s bounds.  (R.) 

3. The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts shall pay him 
tribute. The kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring him gifts. 
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, all nations shall 
serve him.  (R.) 

4. For he shall save the poor when they cry and the 
needy who are helpless. He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor.  (R.) 

 

Second Reading                Eph 3:2-3. 5-6 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians         
The revelation means that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the same body. 

You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by 
God with the grace he meant for you, and that it was by a 
revelation that I was given the knowledge of the  
mystery. This mystery that has now been revealed through 
the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets was unknown to 
any men in past generations; it means that pagans now 
share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the same 
body, and that the same promise has been made to them, 
in Christ Jesus, through the gospel. 
 

Gospel                             Mt 2:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  
We have come from the East to worship the king. 

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during 
the reign of King Herod, some wise men came to  
Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the 
Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have 
come to do him homage.’ When King Herod heard this he 
was perturbed, and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He 
called together all the chief priests and the scribes of the 
people, and enquired of them where the Christ was to be 
born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him, ‘for this is 
what the prophet wrote: 
And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are by no 
means least among the leaders of Judah, for out of you will 
come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 

Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. 
He asked them the exact date on which the star had  
appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out 
all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you have found him, 
let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ 
Having listened to what the king had to say, they set out. 
And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; 
it went forward and halted over the place where the child 
was. The sight of the star filled them with delight, and going 
into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, opening 
their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and  
frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream 
not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own country 
by a different way. 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting  
Amen  

Gospel Acclamation                              Mt 2:2 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have seen his star in the East;  
and have come to adore the Lord.  
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   



 

 

 
 

   

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us pray to open our eyes to the splendour of 
Christ Jesus. Let us put away our deeds of darkness and 
uncover hope for all people on earth. Let us use our gifts for 
the well being of others.                      
     
 

Reader: We pray that the church may always radiate the 
light of Christ. (pause)  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 
 

Reader: We pray that all countries and peoples may  
practice hospitality welcoming people who are strangers, 
immigrants, and refugees. (pause)  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    

 

Reader: We pray for healing mission of the Catholic Church. 
That we may learn to touch our human suffering of physical 
hardships and mental illness, where Christ Jesus shines on 
our poor and forgotten. (pause)  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray that our community may be a living sign of 
hope to all and actively seek ways to illumine the darkness 
of anger, fear, and hatred. (pause)  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.   
 

Reader: We pray for those who have died, will be  
gathered into eternal life in God’s heavenly home. (pause)  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Heavenly Father, hear these prayers we bring  
before you and help us to remain open to your work and 
presence in our lives. We ask this through Christ our Lord.    

Communion Antiphon             Cf. Mt 2:2 

We have seen his star in the East, and have come with gifts 
to adore the Lord.  

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP EV   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Have you thought! The feast of the Epiphany celebrates the 
revelation of Jesus to humankind. The wise men are the 
representatives of humanity bearing witness to this revelation. 
However, the Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Jesus as 
not only the Messiah of Israel but the Saviour of the whole 
world. Interestingly, in this gospel that emphasises the 
‘Jewishness’ of Jesus, the witnesses to the birth are gentiles 
from a foreign land. Their inclusion is a powerful declaration 
that the revelation of Jesus is for all people. Regardless of the 
liturgical year, this reading is always used on the feast of the 
Epiphany to celebrate this pivotal moment.  

Car Park Closed  
Due to upgrading of the school playground 
with new asphalting, the car park will be 
closed on the weekend of 15 | 16 January 

2022 

 
In memory at Christmas: 

We remember the loved ones who will not be with us this 
year, our parishioners and family members who have 
past. They are in our hearts as we come together to 

celebrate the birth of the Jesus. Even though they are not with 
us physically, we know that they are held in the loving mercy 

of God.  
Because of our faith we know they are celebrating with all 

the angels and saints in heaven.   

                 St Mark’s Parish Office Closure.     
        The Parish Office will be closed               

                              from Saturday 25 December 2021   
                             and reopen  

                               Tuesday 4 January 2022  

 

 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
Monday & Friday 8:00am  

Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  
Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am  
 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

We ask you to support all covid conditions in our Church.  

Masks are mandatory, thank you for using QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church & remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 

 
 

 
 

St Mark’s Church COVID guidelines.  
 

Bookings not required.  
QR Code on entry,  

It is recommended to sanitize,  
wear a mask, and social distance.  

Blessing for the New Year  
All - Make the sign of the Cross  

Let us praise the Lord of days and seasons 
and years, saying:  

Glory to God in the Highest! 
And peace to his people on earth! 

 

Our lives are made of days and nights, of 
seasons and years,  

For we are part of a universe of suns and 
moons and planets.  

We marks ends and we make beginnings and, 
in all, we praise God for the grace and mercy 

that fill our days.  
Amen 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

