On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then opening their treasure chests,
they offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
Matthew 2:11

Gospel Acclamation
The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people
of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away
the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the
sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy
on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

First Reading

Is 9:1-7

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
A son is given to us.

The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light;
on those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has
shone. You have made their gladness greater, you have
made their joy increase; they rejoice in your
presence as men rejoice at harvest time, as men are happy
when they are dividing the spoils.
For the yoke that was weighing on him, the bar across his
shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, these you break as on
the day of Midian. For all the footgear of battle,
every cloak rolled in blood, is burnt and consumed by fire.
For there is a child born for us, a son given to us
and dominion is laid on his shoulders; and this is the name
they give him: Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God,
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. Wide is his dominion
in a peace that has no end, for the throne of David and for
his royal power, which he establishes and makes
secure in justice and integrity. From this time onwards and
for ever, the jealous love of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 95:1-3. 11-13 R. Lk 2:11

(R.) Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.
1.O sing a new song to the Lord, sing to the Lord all the
earth. O sing to the Lord, bless his name. (R.)
2. Proclaim his help day by day, tell among the nations his
glory and his wonders among all the peoples. (R.)
3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, let the sea
and all within it thunder praise, let the land and all it bears
rejoice, all the trees of the wood shout for joy at the
presence of the Lord for he comes, he comes to rule the
earth. (R.)
4. With justice he will rule the world, he will judge the
peoples with his truth. (R.)

Second Reading

Ti 2:11-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus
God’s grace has been revealed to all people.

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made
salvation possible for the whole human race and taught us
that what we have to do is to give up everything that does
not lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must be
self-restrained and live good and religious lives here in this
present world, while we are waiting in hope for the blessing
which will come with the Appearing of the glory of our great
God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us
in order to set us free from all wickedness and to purify a
people so that it could be his very own and would have no
ambition except to do good.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Lk 2:10-11

Alleluia, alleluia!
Good News and great joy to all the world:
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Lk 2:1-14

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Today a saviour has been born for you.

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole
world to be taken. This census – the first – took place while
Quirinius was governor of Syria, and everyone went to his
own town to be registered. So Joseph set out from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to the
town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s
House and line, in order to be registered together with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they were
there the time came for her to have her child, and she gave
birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and laid him in a manger because there was no
room for them at the inn. In the countryside close by there
were shepherds who lived in the fields and took it in turns to
watch their flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord
appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone round
them. They were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not be
afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be
shared by the whole people. Today in the town of David a
saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. And
here is a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly
with the angel there was a great throng of the heavenly
host, praising God and singing:

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven
and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen

Christmas Blessing
Prayers of the Faithful:
Presider: As we rejoice at the birth of Jesus, our Saviour, we
turn with confidence to God our Father praying that the peace
and light which Christ brings will be welcomed into the world.
Reader: We pray for the Church, that the people of God will
always be a light to the world for those who live in darkness.
(pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for peace on earth, that the peace which
Christ offers will be a reality for all peoples. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father,
Love came down on Christmas Day,
and love brings us together now
to share this holiday feast.
We ask you to bless our food and all of us here.
We remember those we love who are not with us today.
But who remain with us in spirit.
With grateful hearts, we thank you for all the blessings
You have given us this year and we pray for peace in
families
And nations around the world.
Amen.

Reader: We pray for the lonely, the bereaved, the sick, and
all those who are suffering in any way, remembering
especially the victims of war, and terrorism, that the light of
Christ will shine on them. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that the light of Christ can shine in our
parish and community during Christmas time and that we can
see Christ in the poor and the marginalised. May we have a
missionary focus, not one that is only about ourselves.
(pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that all who have died may be brought into
the Lord’s eternal light. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Presider: God of Love, Father of all, the darkness that
covered the earth has given way to the bright dawn of your
Word made flesh.
Make us a people of this light. Make us faithful to your Word
that we may bring your life to the waiting world.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in the
splendour of eternal light, God for ever and ever. (pause)
All: Amen.

2021 Christmas Message

Parish Prayer
Heavenly Father,
you have chosen the parish as the place by which you
encounter us in our daily lives.
Here your word is proclaimed, the Eucharist is celebrated
and your people are united in a family of believers.
We thank you for the abundant blessings you have given to
our parish, and pray that we may continue to serve you in
faithfulness and love.
Keep us open to our need of your love and fellowship.
Help us to work together to serve you and each other for
the good of the Church, for the people of our Parish and for
your greater glory.
Amen

Christmas is the story of God-made man holding out his
hand in friendship to humanity. The offer is real,
tangible, personal, even physical.
After two years of isolation, we need it more than ever.
In such dark times, Christmas is a ray of light, a sliver of
hope.
May the Christmas Baby find a home in the manger of
our hearts!
God bless
https://youtu.be/TSYTaIXYlFk

Christmas Manger Prayer
O God,
whose mighty Son was born in Bethlehem
those days long ago
Lead us to that same poor place,
where Mary laid her tiny Child.
And as we look on in wonder and praise,
Make us welcome Him in all new life,
See Him in the poor, and care for His handiwork
the earth the sky and the sea.
O God, bless us again in your great love.
We pray for this through Christ our Lord
Amen.

GRACE at Christmas Dinner
Christmas Lord,
after this difficult year we thank you for the doctors,
nurses and officials, teachers, priests and loved ones
who have worked so hard to keep us safe.
Above all, we thank you, our God,
for bringing us through this
together – to gather around this
table and celebrate your birth and
our salvation.
We continue to pray for all those
affected by covid and lockdown.
Lord, you were born amidst poverty
and stress, and your family had to
flee as refugees.
You know what we experience and
come close when we are anxious.
Keep our family safe in 2022 and bring this
pandemic to an end.
Bless those gathered here and all those we love.
Bless our food, gifts and company.
Help us like the shepherds and wise men, to see what
really matters and to respond with faith and love.
Make of our homes and hearts a crib for Baby Jesus.
Amen
Archbishop Anthony Fisher

At the table during
Christmastime

Christmas Meal Prayer

(A Christmas candle may be lit as you pray )

God of Christmas and of every day, giver of all good gifts,
We thank you for the many ways you have blessed us.
We are grateful for each person
gathered around this table.

Blessed are you, Lord God.
Through the fruitful virginity of Mary
you fulfilled the long expectation
of the poor and oppressed.
Grant that with the same faith with which
Mary awaited the birth of her Son,
We may look for him in our brothers and sisters in need.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen

Bless us, our food and our company today.
Bless those we love who are not with us.
With gratitude and love, we remember your humble birth
into our lives and so pray for those without food or family
or friendship at this time.
We remember the stable in which you were born and so
pray for those with no place to live.
We remember your flight into Egypt and so pray for
persecuted Christians
and for refugees at this time.
We join your angels in giving glory to God in the highest
and in praying
for peace and goodwill on earth.
Help us to see what really matters and to respond with
faith, hope and love.
Make of our hearts a crib in which to
place the Christ child.
Keep us safe and close to you in the year ahead.
For you are our Christmas Lord, now and forever.
Amen

Christmas House Blessing
In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
Let us praise God, who fill our hearts
and homes with
peace, Blessed be God for ever
(R.) Blessed be God for ever

Blessing for the Christmas Season
Lord God of heaven and earth
you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation by
the guidance of a star.
Bless this house and all who inhabit it.
Fill then with the light of Christ, that their concern for
others may reflect your love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord
(R.) Amen

Holy is your name (R.)
You have sent your Son to be one of us (R.)
You love your people the deepest (R.)
You have sent your Son to save us from sin (R.)
Great is your mercy for your people (R.)
You fill your children with joy (R.)
You call us to praise your name (R.)
Look with love upon your holy Church (R.)
Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts (R.)
Let us bring glory and praise to your name (R.)
Through Jesus Christ your Son (R.)
And in the Love of your holy Spirit (R.)

Concluding Rite

May Christ Jesus dwell with us,
Keep us from all harm,
And make us one in mind and heart, now and forever.
(R.) Amen

Without you at Christmas
There’s a little place within my heart
That is with me everyday.
A place where all my memories are
softly tucked away.
It is the perfect place at special times for me to go,
for words could not explain,
how very much I miss you so.
And now that once again Christmas time has come
around. It’s where the sweetest memories.
And thoughts of you are found.

Intercessions at home
The Son of God made his home among us.
With thanks and praise let us call upon him.
We pray (R.) Stay with us Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, with Mary and Joseph you formed the
Holy Family; remain in our home, that we may know
you as our guest and honour you as our head.
We pray (R.) Stay with us Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, the three kings presented their gifts to
you in praise and adoration; grant that those living in
this house may use their
talents and abilities to your greater glory.
We pray (R.) Stay with us Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, the disciples recognised you in the
breaking of the bread; grant that the members of this
family may be open always to the presence of Christ in
word and sacrament.
We pray (R.) Stay with us Lord.
Amen

Dear Parishioners and visitors,
The glowing, shining, bright star that leads to the manger in Bethlehem brings to mind the flame of the Holy
Spirit that burns strong in each one of us. Light that guides, warmth that comforts, fire that emboldens.
While our spiritual flame radiates there will be light in the world.
This was demonstrated by us all of St Mark’s Parish and community who persisted with preparation for the
Holy Sacraments of Confirmation and Reconciliation, virtual and face to face school lessons, Vinnies outreach,
on-line masses culminating in the beautiful restoration of our cherished 100-year old church.
And we are now back celebrating masses at our beautiful church;
and anticipating Christmas, the birth of Christ. It was also wonderful celebrating Rose Sunday with morning
tea at the Parish Centre.
On behalf of the Parish Pastoral Council and Finance Committee, Lynette and I would like to wish you all a
Holy Season of hope, joy and peace.
We look forward to 2022 the year when we launch Parish 2025 and celebrate 100 years of St Mark’s
Church at Aqua Luna; building the foundations for the future of St Mark’s.
Blessings of this Christmas Season.

Celine & Lynette
St Mark’s Parish Pastoral & Finance Committees

Through the support of our Parishioners in the Planned
Giving Program we are able to meet our Parish budget
commitments and plan for our future.

Our First Collection is for the support of the Priests of the
Archdiocese.
Our Second Collection includes our Planned Giving
Program and is the Parish’s main source of income.
Though most of the pastoral work of the parish is done by
volunteers, there are a number of expenses related to the running of our Parish Church, Parish
Office and Presbytery. These funds remain in the parish for the care, maintenance, insurance,
secretarial services, utilities and other expenses incurred to maintain the day to day running of
the parish for our community.

If you are visiting our parish, welcome to our community. If you wish to make a donation to our
Church please use our tap and pray machines located in the Church, along with collection bags.

Christmas Envelopes can be placed in any of the collection bags
Tap n’ Pray Machines for those who do not carry cash our
machines are located in the foyer.

Or scan the QR code to donate online.

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am
Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
We ask you to support all covid conditions in our Church.

Mission is fundamental
to the Church.
Mission is our reason for being, to continue Jesus' mission on earth.
It can be said that Jesus' mission has a Church rather than the
Church has a mission.
How does our St Mark’s community support this mission,
it is with your time.
Our community requires volunteers to be involved as
* Altar Society * Altar Servers * Ministers of the Word *
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers * Junior Eucharistic Ministers *
Children’s Liturgy leaders * Catechists & Catechists helpers
* Welcomers * Counters * Music Ministry, Musicians and Singers
* Parish Pastoral Council * Ministers to the sick and homebound.
Not only do you share the beauty of our faith with others, but you
grow in your own relationship with Jesus.
Thank you to those who have volunteered during this last year and
if you wish to be involved in our Parish, volunteer today.
Wishing you all a very Blessed Christmas.
There are opportunities to be involved, how involved are you?

How to make a brilliant
family Christmas.
Available for $2 from the
Church foyer

1: How many wise men were there according to the bible?
2: After Mary, Joseph & Jesus left Bethlehem, they went to
which country?
3: How many ‘drummers drumming’ are there in the song
‘12 days of Christmas’?
4: What city was the baby Jesus born in?
5: What gifts did the wise men bring the baby Jesus?

JOKE CORNER
Q: What type of room
has no windows or
doors?
A: A mushroom
Q: What stays in one
corner and travels all
over the world?
A: A stamp

St Mark’s Parish Office will be closed until 4 January 2022
St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP EV
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are mandatory, thank you for using QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church & remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant
and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

May the love of our Saviour,
Jesus Christ, surround you,
and the blessings of God’s special
gifts be yours, this Christmas
and in the New Year.
Fr Denis, Sr Antonia
&
St Mark’s Drummoyne
Parish team.

