
 

 

Life in the Womb...   
This little gospel story tells us that ‘the baby in Elizabeth’s womb leaped’ and not merely leaped, but leaped ‘for joy’. Is this 
just poetic hyperbole?  
 

We know that beautiful music can have a wonderful effect on life in the womb. Good vibrations. Here, the presence of Jesus, 
being carried by Mary in her pregnancy, had a wonderful effect on the life carried by Elizabeth. Very good vibrations.  
 

From the moment of the conception of Jesus, good vibrations reverberated out to all human beings. The good news is that 
you and I and every human life ever conceived is visited by Our Risen Lord Jesus Christ, and we receive that visit as Original 
Blessing.  
 

There is a further and consoling truth. Every mother or father who has lost a baby too early needs to know that the same 
extraordinary sense of Our Lord’s presence was felt by your baby. That Divine Presence conferred a powerful Original 
Blessing on that little life within the womb, and that same Presence accompanied your baby into the everlasting embrace of 
Divine Love in Heaven. 

We could pause a moment to pray using the very words of Elizabeth, reciting: 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners 

                                   now and at the hour of our death.  
                                      Amen.                                                                                                                                              © Fr Michael Tate  

Tuesday 21 December from 7:30pm - St Mark’s  

We wish all our teachers and 
students and their families 

blessings for a happy and safe 
Christmas and New Year 

holiday. 

A Blessing for the Holidays  
Sustaining God, caretaker of life,  
you are always present.  
You live in us.  
Watch over us during the break, and  
keep us in your watchful gaze.  
Bless our families as we celebrate these holidays.  
We make this prayer through Jesus our guardian.  
Amen  

Volunteers drivers are needed to assist 
with Vinnies Hamper deliveries 
following Sunday 9.00am Mass.  

Fr Denis will bless the Hampers in the 
school playground, and if you have a 

car and can assist with local 
deliveries, see a Vinnies 

representative.  
Thank you  

NOTE TO PARISHIONERS: Welcome to St Mark’s, due to COVID - 19 changes with NSW Health, parishioners are responsible to 
self - check in using QR code on entry to the Church and ensure they are compliant. If you are unable to QR use the ‘pen and 
paper’ system for official registration, located in the Church foyer. This is a NSW Government compliance requirement and it is 
strongly recommended to wear a mask indoors, sanitise and maintain social distancing.  
 

We thank all our volunteers who have welcomed our parishioners weekly to Mass and checked your COVID compliance 
registration over the last 2 years, we appreciate their time and effort and support of the Parish.   

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 

 

Second Reading               Heb 10:5-10 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews   

I am coming to do your will. 

This is what Christ said, on coming into the world: 
You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation, prepared a 
body for me. You took no pleasure in holocausts or  
sacrifices for sin; then I said, just as I was commanded 
in the scroll of the book, ‘God, here I am! I am coming to 
obey your will.’ 
Notice that he says first: You did not want what the Law 
lays down as the things to be offered, that is: the sacri-
fices, the oblations, the holocausts and the sacrifices for 
sin, and you took no pleasure in them; and then he 
says: Here I am! I am coming to obey your will. He is 
abolishing the first sort to replace it with the second. And 
this will was for us to be made holy by the offering of his 
body made once and for all by Jesus Christ. 

Gospel                        Lk 1:39-45 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  
Why should it happen that I am honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town 
in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s 
house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud 
cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be 
honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For 
the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in 
my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed 
that the promise made her by the Lord would be  
fulfilled.’ 
Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                              Lk 1:38 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the servant of the Lord:  
may his will for me be done. 
Alleluia.  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 
and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 

Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010  

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in 
Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the 

English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy 
Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

Entrance Antiphon                                       Cf. Is 45:8 

(All) Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the 
clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be opened 
and bring forth a Saviour. 
 

First Reading                       Mi 5:1-4 

A reading from the prophet Micah    
Out of you will be born the one who is to rule over Israel. 

The Lord says this: 
You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, the least of the clans of  
Judah, out of you will be born for me the one who is to rule 
over Israel; his origin goes back to the distant past, to the 
days of old. The Lord is therefore going to abandon them 

till the time when she who is to give birth gives birth. 
Then the remnant of his brothers will come back to the 
sons of Israel. 
He will stand and feed his flock with the power of the Lord, 
with the majesty of the name of his God. 
They will live secure, for from then on he will extend his 
power to the ends of the land. He himself will be peace. 
 

Responsorial Psalm          Ps 79:2-3. 15-16. 18-19. R. v.4
(R.) Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face 
and we shall be saved. 
 

1. O Shepherd of Israel, hear us, shine forth from your 
cherubim throne. O Lord, rouse up your might, O Lord, 
come to our help. (R.) 
 

2.  God of hosts, turn again, we implore, look down from 
heaven and see. Visit this vine and protect it, the vine your 
right hand has planted. (R.) 

3. May your hand be on the man you have chosen, the 
man you have given your strength. And we shall never 
forsake you again: give us life that we may call upon your 
name. (R.) 

The Advent Wreath 

God of joy and compassion, 
you send glad tidings to the lowly and break through 

the darkness with your great light.  
As we light these candles,  

help us to remember that the Good News is on its way.  
May we announce it in what we do and what we say.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.  
 

All: Amen. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


 

 

Available for $2 from the Church foyer 

In this week’s edition: 
• Evangelisation. Person by person.    
• Page by page. Parishioners write the entire Bible out.   
• Recover your faith. Says Channel Nine journalist.    
• First Australians honoured.  

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Presider: With faith like that of Mary and Elizabeth, let us our 
prayers to God.       
Reader We pray that all members of the church may grow in 
humility, following the example of Mary. (pause)   

Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader: We pray that state, national, and world leaders will 
work to meet the physical, social, and spiritual needs of the 
most vulnerable. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray that all survivors of abuse may know the 
immense love of God, even when they feel betrayed by  
people and institutions (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader: We pray for the peoples of the earth, that Human 
Solidarity Day will break down barriers between them and 
promote lasting harmony.  (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader: We pray for all those who will be travelling at this 
time, that they will enjoy their vacation and return safely.   
(pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader: We pray for our beloved dead who have made their 
final journey. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Presider: Loving God, our prayers are no secret to you, yet 
we raise them to grow in relationship and transparency. Hear 
these prayers and answer them according to your will. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord. (pause)  
All:  Amen. 
 

All:  Communion Antiphon             Is 7:14 

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son;  
and his name will be called Emmanuel. 

A time to Prepare for Advent.  
Take home your “Advent Bulletin’ for reflection and prayer.  
Collect your Blue Book from the Church foyer with “six minute”  
a day reflections until the 9 January 2022 
 

Note: A gold coin donation is appreciated or use the St Mark’s tap n’ pray.  
 

Today the Church lights the fourth candle on the Advent wreath.  

 

 

 

Coffee Conversations for the Synod  
The Synod of Bishops consultation has now commenced 
and parishioners are invited to gather in small groups to 
discuss one or more of the topics for the Synod.  
This is a low key discussion with 
responses invited to the National 
Team by February 27. 
 
If you wish to join in the coffee 
conversations please contact the 
Parish office for more details.  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/


PARISH NOTICEBOARD 

† PARISH LETTERBOX DROP:   

We still have some flyers to be delivered 

to invite our neighbourhood into our 

Church. Flyers can be collected from the Church foyer.  

† CHRISTMAS NOVENA: Friday 17 December  

The Christmas Novena begins at a point, where the  

Advent focus shifts to the Christmas story and the Virgin 

Mary. Novena’s cards can be collected from the foyer.  

† VINNIES HAMPER DELIVERIES: Sunday 19 December 

Volunteers are needed to assist with Vinnies 

Christmas Hamper deliveries following 

9.00am Mass. Meet in the school 

playground, to assist with local deliveries.  

† HUMAN SOLIDARITY DAY:   Monday 20 December  

International Human Solidarity Day celebrates unity in 

diversity throughout the world and serves as a reminder to 

governments to respect their commitment to international 

agreements.  

† THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:  Tuesday 21 December  

To prepare for Christmas, Reconciliation | Confession will 

be offered at St Mark’s from 7:30pm - 8:30pm.  

†  THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD: 1 | 2 January 2022  

Collect your blessed chalk for chalking the door. Family 

and friends gather to ask God’s blessing on their homes 
and those who live in or visit the home.   

† CARE FOR THE PARISH SPIRITUAL NEEDS: 

An important ministry of St Mark’s is the care of the 
homebound and sick. This is especially important at 

Christmas time. If you know a Catholic in the parish who is 

unwell or homebound who may require spiritual needs 

please contact the parish office.  

† WANTED: Volunteers for Ministers of the Word at Mass.  

† PLEASE COLLECT: Ministers of the Word  

As we have begun a new liturgical year (Year  C) on the 

First Sunday of Advent - please collect your ‘Break Open 
the Word’ from the Sacristy to assist you in proclaiming the 
Word of God.   

Advent  is coming to   

St  Mark’s 

    A time to Prepare  

CHRISTMAS EVE: 24 DECEMBER 2021 
5.30pm Christmas Vigil Mass  
8.30pm Christmas Night Mass 

NO MIDNIGHT MASS    

FRIDAY: 24 DECEMBER 2021 
Friday 8:00am Morning Mass will be celebrated 

with Morning prayer of the Church  
15 minutes prior to Mass.  

CHRISTMAS DAY: 25 DECEMBER 2021 
8.00am Christmas Dawn Mass  
10.00am Christmas Day Mass  

(No 12pm Saturday Mass)   
NO EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY  

BOXING DAY   
SUNDAY 26 DECEMBER 2021 

THE HOLY FAMILY MASS 
9:00am Morning Mass 
6:00pm Evening Mass  

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
RECONCILIATION | CONFESSION  

Every Saturday during Advent  
11.00am -11.55pm  

Tuesday 21 December 2021 
from 7:30pm  

Dear Parishioner’s 
Families and children are always welcome at St Mark’s. We 
ask parents to supervise their children before & after Mass.  
For Safety:  
* Please keep your child in sight.  
* Please do not let them swing on the Church balustrades. 
* Ensure children are accompanied in the parking area. 
* Supervise your child near the Church & Presbytery driveway 
* When outside the Church respect the gardens and trees.  
 

This is so that all remain safe and we can all enjoy the 
environs of the Church.  

Thank you. 

  St Mark’s Parish Office Closure. 
                         
 

    
    

   The Parish Office will be closed                 
from Saturday 25 December 2021   

and reopen  Tuesday 4 January 2022  



Dear Parishioners, 
 
Advent is upon us, and so is the year of 2022. Advent is the season 
filled with the expectancy of hope, joy, and peace, more so against  
the backdrop of upheaval over the last few months of 2021. 
 

The glowing, shining, bright star that leads to the manger in 
Bethlehem brings to mind the flame of the Holy Spirit that burns 
strong in each one of us. Light that guides, warmth that comforts,  
fire that emboldens.     
 

While our spiritual flame radiates there will be light in the world.   
 

This was demonstrated by us all of St Mark’s Parish and community 
who persisted with preparation for the Holy Sacraments of 
Confirmation and Reconciliation, virtual and face to face school 
lessons, Vinnies outreach, on-line masses culminating in the 
beautiful restoration of our cherished 100-year old church. 
 

And we are now back celebrating masses at our beautiful church;  
and anticipating Christmas, the birth of Christ. It was also wonderful 
celebrating Rose Sunday with morning tea at the Parish Centre. 
 

On behalf of the Parish Pastoral Council and Finance Committee, 
Lynette and I would like to wish you all a Holy Season of hope, joy 
and peace.   
 

We look forward to 2022  the year when we launch Parish 2025 and 
celebrate 100 years of St Mark’s Church at Aqua Luna; building the 
foundations for the future of St Mark’s. 
 
If God is for us, who is against us?   
Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  
Will hardship or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?   
 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
                              Romans 8:35 - 39  
Peace, Joy, Hope and Love to all,  
Celine & Lynette 

Rose Sunday Morning Tea  
 



  Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     

Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP EV   
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Thank you for using your phone to QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
Monday & Friday 8:00am  

Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  

Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am  
 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  

Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  
 

COVID conditions and density limits apply.  

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

St Mark’s Columbarium Chapel:  
Parishioners who have a Niche in St Mark’s Columbarium 
and who have not returned or completed their regulation 

paperwork please do so asap for the audit. Thank you  

Keep them in  Your Prayers 
 
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick 
and vulnerable members of our community: Fr John Iacono,  
Bob Favorito, Vince De Giovanni, Michael Erwin,  
Patricia Ryan, Rocco Zoccali, Gemma Tambasco,  
Patricia Ficarra, Meagan Ficarra, Wendy Madden,  
Heather Burbidge, Jean Boccalatte, Carolina Bastoni,  
Lina Giannandrea and all our St. Mark’s Parish community 
members who are unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Geoff Rice, Patrick Griffith, Doris (Dorie) Selina Levy.   
 

Recently Deceased:  Ermanno Guerinoni, Alexander Enin, 
Grace Rossi, Betty Borg and Fr John Ganapragasam.   
  

We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and 
condolences to their families. May they rest in peace.   

 

 

 

During this Joyous Season,  
we will welcome many visitors to our Church,  

for some, it may be the only time they attend Mass.  
 

Let us prepare to give them a warm welcome as we wish all 
a Holy Christmas and Blessings in the coming  

2022 New Year.  

 

 

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant  
and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need, 

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
“Behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.  
He will be great and will be called  
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give him the throne of David his 
father, and he will rule over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 
 

But Mary said to the angel,  
“How can this be,  since I have no 
relations with a man?”  
And the angel said to her in reply,  
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,  
and the power of the Most High  
will overshadow you.  
Therefore the child to be born  
will be called holy, the Son of God.  
 

And behold, Elizabeth, your relative,  
has also conceived a son in her old age,  
and this is the sixth month  
for her who was called barren;  
for nothing will be impossible for God.”  
 

Mary said,  
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.  
May it be done to me  according to your word.”  
Then the angel departed from her.   Lk 1, 28-38 

In memory at Christmas: 
As the holiday season approaches, we remember the loved ones 
who will not be with us this year, our parishioners and family 
members who have past. They are in our hearts as we come 

together to celebrate the birth of the Jesus. Even though they are 
not with us physically, we know that they are held in the loving 

mercy of God.  
Because of our faith we know they are celebrating with all 

the angels and saints in heaven.   

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


Gospel Reflection: The gospel passages of the second and third weeks of Advent this year featured John the Baptist in his 
role of preparing the way for the coming of Jesus; the one who announces the arrival of the Christ. In this week’s passage, 
which goes back to an earlier point in the gospel of Luke, we might say that the as yet unborn John is already recognising the 
presence of the Christ. When Mary goes to visit her cousin, Elizabeth, the child within Elizabeth’s womb – John – leaps for joy. 
At the time of the Annunciation, when Mary was told by the angel Gabriel that she was to give birth to a child, Mary is also told 
that Elizabeth and Zechariah, although very old, were to also give birth to a child. Mary rushes to visit Elizabeth, not to make 
sure that the angel was telling her the truth but because the fact that Elizabeth was also pregnant was a sign of confirmation to 
Mary that she had indeed made the right decision. Elizabeth’s unlikely pregnancy confirms for Mary the even greater truth of 
her own pregnancy. These two women, separated by age and distance, share a common experience of God acting in their 
lives to bring about unlikely events. The lives of their two children will be inextricably linked such that the one who leapt for joy 
in his mother’s womb will eventually baptise the other and announce the arrival of his ministry to the people of Israel. 
The joy expressed by Elizabeth and her child reflects the joy of all people of faith as we draw so close to the celebration of 
Christmas and the greatest expression of God’s love – to enter into the world as one just like us and share our experience. 
Have you thought? – Blessed are you: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.  
Elizabeth’s greeting to Mary forms the second portion of the traditional prayer, the Hail Mary. The first portion of the prayer also 
comes from Luke’s gospel and is the greeting of the angel Gabriel to Mary at the Annunciation. The final portion was framed by 
the Church. Use of the Hail Mary dates to about the 11th Century.  
Scriptural context – John the Baptist: The gospel of Luke pays greater attention to John the Baptist than any of the other 
three gospels. In this gospel the foretelling of John’s birth precedes the foretelling of the birth of Jesus and then the birth of 
John immediately precedes the birth of Jesus. In the gospel of Luke, John is the forerunner of Jesus. The story of his  
miraculous birth is paralleled with that of Jesus but always comes first. Luke makes it abundantly clear that John came first and 
prepared the way for the coming of Jesus. 
 

Living the Gospel – Looking for signs! When Mary went to visit Elizabeth she was not looking for a sign that she had 
made the right decision. Rather, because she had accepted God’s will the sign was given to her. Her acceptance and action 
came first. The sign came later as a confirmation. At times we look to God to provide us with a sign that our impending action 
is the right choice. However, faith acts in trust and confidence; it doesn’t wait around for a green light from God. When we do 
act in faith, the flow-on effects are the sign of confirmation.  
Questions: 
Q. What does Elizabeth mean when she describes Mary as ‘blessed’? 

Q. When have you had an experience of incredible joy? 

Q. Why is Mary regarded as a role model for humankind?    
Q. How does this gospel help to focus our preparation towards Christmas?               © Greg Sunter 

Sydney’s favourite free Christmas event is once again bringing families and communities together, the FREE lights 
of Christmas at St Mary's Cathedral Returns for 2021 Lights of Christmas is renowned as Sydney’s  

premier celebration of the festive season, sharing stories of peace, joy and goodwill.  

https://lightsofchristmas.com.au/event-information/


Welcome to 2021  

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  (02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

St Mark’s Church COVID guidelines.  
 

Bookings not required.  
QR Code on entry,  

It is recommended to sanitize, wear a mask, 
and social distance.  

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

