
 

 

I want you to be happy...   
Some people have an image of God who must be obeyed out of fear. Rules of behaviour are kept as part of a deal to 
avoid punishment. But St Paul was imitating God when he told the Philippians that all he wanted was their ‘happiness’. 
God’s deepest desire is that we share divine bliss. St Thomas Aquinas tells us that the goal of human life is this beatific 
happiness. 
 

Of course, there is a way of life which responds to the Divine Lover. John the Baptist insists on rules of social justice, 
particularly those which forbid taking advantage of the vulnerable. But these are the minimum. He envisages a response 
of extravagant generosity. It will take Baptism in the Holy Spirit and Fire to make this possible. 
 

This was effected by the One foretold by John. He doesn’t name him, but we know it was Jesus of Nazareth who had the 
power to unleash such over-the-top generosity. Jesus sent his Holy Spirit at Pentecost as if in wind and fire. This created 
a new community which, the Acts of Apostles tells us, responded with acts of unrestrained generosity to the vulnerable 
and needy.  
 

We might pause for a moment to pray for a generous spirit responding in gratitude to the Divine Lover who, as Risen 
Lord, has the power and will to enable us to be filled with Divine Bliss.            © Fr Michael Tate  

Today is the St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal.    
Donate so more families get the practical and emotional 

support they need to have hope for the future? 
Donations can also be made online  

Hamper Deliveries: Sunday 19 December 

Volunteers drivers are needed to assist with Vinnies 
Christmas Hamper deliveries following 9.00am Mass.  

Meet in the school playground if you have a car and can 
assist with deliveries.  

The colour Rose is used on the 
Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete 
Sunday, as an anticipation of the 

joy of Christmas.  

Rejoice.  
 

Christmas Novena  
17 December - 23 December   

 

The Christmas Novena begins on  
17 December and at this point, the 
Advent focus shifts to the Christmas 

story and the Virgin Mary.  
 

These days serve to prepare more 
directly for the Lord’s birth. 
Christmas Novena cards are 

available for collection from the 
church foyer.  

St Mark’s Catholic Church 
invites you to join us for our 

Christmas celebrations. 
 

Our annual letterbox drop to 
invite the neighbourhood to join 
us for Christmas is happening 

this weekend. 
 

We ask that you take a bundle of flyers and deliver them 
to your neighbours.  

If your street has been taken by someone else choose a 
street nearby.  

The sign up street has numbers, but your street may have 
grown and changed, if so take what you think you will 

need, you can return the balance. 
Thank you for support of our Church and community. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/christmas-appeal


 

 

 

Second Reading                Phil 4:4-7 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians  

The Lord is near. 

I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I  
repeat, what I want is your happiness. Let your  
tolerance be evident to everyone: the Lord is very near. 
There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you 
need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and 
thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much 
greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts 
and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. 

 

Gospel                        Lk 3:10-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
What, then, must we do? 

When all the people asked John, ‘What must we do?’ he 
answered, ‘If anyone has two tunics he must share with 
the man who has none, and the one with something to 
eat must do the same.’ There were tax collectors too 
who came for baptism, and these said to him, ‘Master, 
what must we do?’ He said to them, ‘Exact no more than 
your rate.’ Some soldiers asked him in their turn, ‘What 
about us? What must we do?’ He said to them, ‘No  
intimidation! No extortion! Be content with your pay!’ 
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, 
who were beginning to think that John might be the 
Christ, so John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you 
with water, but someone is coming, someone who is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the 
strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand to clear 
his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his barn; 
but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ 
As well as this, there were many other things he said to 
exhort the people and to announce the Good News to 
them. 
Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                            Is 61:1 (Lk 4:18) 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to 
bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia.  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 
and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 

Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010  

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in 
Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the 

English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy 
Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

Entrance Antiphon                                    Phil 4:4-5 

All: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.  
Indeed, the Lord is near. 
 

First Reading                      Zep 3:14-18 

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah   
With gladness the Lord will rejoice over you.  

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout aloud!
Rejoice, exult with all your heart, daughter of Jerusalem!
The Lord has repealed your sentence; he has driven your 
enemies away. The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your 
midst; you have no more evil to fear. 
When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem: Zion, 
have no fear, do not let your hands fall limp. 
The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior. 
He will exult with joy over you, he will renew you by his 
love; he will dance with shouts of joy for you as on a day 
of festival. 
 

Responsorial Psalm              Is 12:2-6 R. v.6
(R.) Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is 
the great and Holy One of Israel.   
1. Truly, God is my salvation, I trust, I shall not fear.  
For the Lord is my strength, my song, he became my  
saviour. With joy you will draw water from the wells of  
salvation. (R.) 
 

2.  Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! Make 
his mighty deeds known to the peoples! Declare the  
greatness of his name. (R.) 

3. Sing a psalm to the Lord for he has done glorious 
deeds, make them known to all the earth! People of Zion, 
sing and shout for joy for great in your midst is the Holy 
One of Israel. (R.) 

The Advent Wreath 

God of joy and compassion, 
you send glad tidings to the lowly and break through 

the darkness with your great light.  
As we light these candles,  

help us to remember that the Good News is on its way.  
May we announce it in what we do and what we say.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.  
 

All: Amen. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


 

 

Available for $2 from the Church foyer 

In this week’s edition: 
• Labourers for the vineyard. New priests fruit of Neocatechumenal Way.   
• Death by a thousand cuts. Activists target religious exemptions.  
• The cross behind bars. Prison Memoirs Vol 3.   
• Tired of the Church? Turn to St Francis.  

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Presider: Rejoice! The Lord has come to save us! Let us 
bring to him the needs of the world.      
Reader We pray for all who suffer, that the Lord will provide 
them with the comfort of family and friends and interior peace 
in prayer, that they will have hope in eternal life. (pause)   

Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader: We pray for this community, that in this time of  
Advent we will open our hearts to those around us in a spirit 
of joy and generosity.   (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray that all gathered here may discern how 
best to use their gifts to bring about the kingdom of God. 
(pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader: We pray for those who rejoice before the face of 
God at the heavenly banquet. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Presider: God who knows us intimately, listen to our prayers. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. (pause)  
All:  Amen. 
 

All:  Communion Antiphon           Cf. Is 35:4 

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear.  
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 

A time to Prepare for Advent.  
Take home your “Advent Bulletin’ for reflection and prayer.  
Collect your Blue Book from the Church foyer with “six minute”  
a day reflections until the 9 January 2022 
 

Note: A gold coin donation is appreciated or use the St Mark’s tap n’ pray.  
 

Today the Church lights the  third rose coloured of four candles on the Advent wreath.  

 

 

 

Coffee Conversations for the Synod  
The Synod of Bishops consultation has now commenced 
and parishioners are invited to gather in small groups to 
discuss one or more of the topics for the Synod.  
This is a low key discussion with 
responses invited to the National 
Team by February 27. 
 
If you wish to join in the coffee 
conversations please contact the 
Parish office for more details.  

Advent has a twofold character, for it is a time of 
preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which the 

First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is remembered, 
and likewise a time when, by remembrance of this, minds and 

hearts are led to look forward to Christ’s Second Coming at 
the end of time.  

For these two reasons, Advent is a period of devout and 
expectant delight. 

Parishioners are responsible to ensure that when they 
enter the Church for Mass or visits you check - in 

using the QR code OR use the ‘pen and paper’ system 
for official registration.  

This is the NSW Government compliance requirement.  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/


 

Vinnie’s Christmas Appeal at  
St Mark’s Parish. 

 

Donation envelopes are available in the 
Church foyer or see a Vinnies volunteer, 

following Mass. 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS  
CHALLENGE FOR TEENS 

Challenge your teens this Advent and Christmas with these fun, 

easy, and creative activities. Here are 10 examples.  

Feel free to come up with your own with your teenager. 

✿ Have a family “Bake off.” 

✿ “No gadget day”, instead, do some outdoor activities together. 
✿ Family Games Night – play your favourite board games. 

✿ Volunteer to give a little back at Church or your community. 

✿ Watch your favourite Christmas Movie. 

✿ Donate old clothes or items to Vinnies. 

✿ Attend Christmas Mass. 

✿ Prepare a Christmas Lunch or Dinner for a family friend. 

✿ Do a random ‘act of kindness’ for family members. 
✿ Make your own gifts for Christmas. 

Enquiries: Speak to 
a catechist or contact 

the Parish office  

TAKE HOME  
St Mark’s Advent Bulletin 

✿ Advent wreath prayer 

✿ About the wreath  

✿ Advent Liturgy  

✿ Aspects of the Season 

✿ 4 weeks of Advent with  candle 

meaning &  weekly candle lighting.  

✿ Advent Penance Service 

✿ Christmas Mass times 

✿ Boxing Day Mass times  

✿ Daily Gospel reading and much more..  

 The St Mary’s Cathedral Choir and the Sydney Youth 
Orchestra perform some of the most loved Christmas 
music at two concerts that have become an annual 
tradition.  
Tickets available online:  
www.cathedralchoir.sydney/concerts  



PARISH DIARY DATES 

† PARISH LETTERBOX DROP:  11| 12  December  

Support our neighbourhood and invite them into our 

Church. Flyers can be collected from the Church foyer.  

† VINNIE’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL:  11| 12  December  

Support their Christmas Appeal at Masses or online.  

† “BLESSED ADVENT”: Wednesday 15 December  @ 7pm 

Join Zoom or in person upstairs in the Parish centre our 

devotional journey to Prepare as we countdown to 

Christmas.   

† “BLESSED ADVENT”: Thursday 16 December  @ 10am 

following 9:30am Mass. Join in person upstairs in the Parish 

centre our devotional journey to Prepare as we 

countdown to Christmas.   

† CHRISTMAS NOVENA: Friday 17 December  

The Christmas Novena begins at a point, where the  

Advent focus shifts to the Christmas story and the Virgin 

Mary. Novena’s are available to collect from the Church 
foyer.  

† VINNIES HAMPER DELIVERIES: Sunday 19 December 

Volunteers are needed to assist with Vinnies Christmas 

Hamper deliveries following 9.00am Mass. Meet in the 

school playground, if you have a car to assist with local 

deliveries.  

† TAKE HOME: Your Advent bulletin and Little Blue Book for 

your Advent preparation. Donations are appreciated.  

† WANTED: Volunteers for Ministers of the Word at Mass.  

† PLEASE COLLECT: Ministers of the Word  

As we have begun a new liturgical year (Year  C) on the 

First Sunday of Advent - please collect your ‘Break Open 
the Word’ from the Sacristy to assist you in proclaiming the 
Word of God.   

Advent  is coming to   

St  Mark’s 

    A time to Prepare  

CHRISTMAS EVE: 24 DECEMBER 2021 
5.30pm Christmas Vigil Mass  
8.30pm Christmas Night Mass 

NO MIDNIGHT MASS    

FRIDAY: 24 DECEMBER 2021 
Friday 8:00am Morning Mass will be celebrated 

with Morning prayer of the Church  
15 minutes prior to Mass.  

CHRISTMAS DAY: 25 DECEMBER 2021 
8.00am Christmas Dawn Mass  
10.00am Christmas Day Mass  

(No 12pm Saturday Mass)   
NO EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY  

BOXING DAY   
SUNDAY 26 DECEMBER 2021 

THE HOLY FAMILY MASS 
9:00am Morning Mass 
6:00pm Evening Mass  

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
RECONCILIATION | CONFESSION  

Every Saturday during Advent  
11.00am -11.55pm  

Tuesday 21 December 2021 
from 7:30pm  

Dear Parishioner’s 
Families and children are always welcome at St Mark’s. We 
ask parents to supervise their children before & after Mass.  
For Safety:  
* Please keep your child in sight.  
* Please do not let them swing on the Church balustrades. 
* Ensure children are accompanied in the parking area. 
* Supervise your child near the Church & Presbytery driveway 
* When outside the Church respect the gardens and trees.  
 
 

This is so that all remain safe and we can all enjoy the 
environs of the Church.  

Thank you. 

  St Mark’s Parish Office Closure. 
                         
 

 

              
   The Parish Office will be closed                 

from Saturday 25 December 2021   
and reopen  

Tuesday 4 January 2022  

https://donate.vinnies.org.au/christmas-appeal


  Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     

Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP EV   
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Thank you for using your phone to QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
Monday & Friday 8:00am  

Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  

Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am  
 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  

Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm (NO 10:30am Mass) 
 

COVID conditions and density limits apply.  

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Wednesday 24 November 2021  

This Sunday - 12 December will be our last Mass at 

10:30am. This Mass was to support our covid numbers 

which have now increased. Please join us after Mass on 

‘Rejoice’ Sunday for morning tea. All Welcome 
  

Mass on Demand online on our Parish YouTube Channel  

is no longer as covid changes allows Mass attendance.    

St Mark’s Advent  
a devotional journey to Prepare… 

a four-week  journey that weaves together Scripture, 
reflections, prayer, and interactive moments around the theme 

of Advent.  
Making use of our “Little Blue Advent Book” and our  

“Blessed”- diocese of Wollongong program.  
 

Wednesday at 7.00pm - Zoom or come in person to the Parish 
Centre 15 December 2021 - presented by Sr. Jo Brady 

zoom: Meeting ID: 839 2379 6719 | Passcode: 621804 
  

Thursday at 10:00am - come and join us upstairs in the  
Parish Centre 16  December 2021   
presented by Maria Di Giovanni  

  

                                                                                                     All  Welcome  Covid conditions apply  

The Season of Hope & Expectation  

Advent  is here    

St  Mark’s 

    A time to Prepare  

St Mark’s Columbarium Chapel:  
Parishioners who have a Niche in St Mark’s Columbarium 
and who have not returned or completed their regulation 

paperwork please do so asap for the audit. Thank you  

Keep them in  Your Prayers 
 
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick 
and vulnerable members of our community: Fr John Iacono,  
Bob Favorito, Vince De Giovanni, Michael Erwin,  
Patricia Ryan, Rocco Zoccali, Gemma Tambasco,  
Patricia Ficarra, Meagan Ficarra, Wendy Madden,  
Heather Burbidge, Jean Boccalatte, Carolina Bastoni,  
Lina Giannandrea and all our St. Mark’s Parish community 
members who are unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Patrick Griffith, Doris (Dorie) Selina Levy.   
 

Recently Deceased:  Ermanno Guerinoni, Alexander Enin, 
Grace Rossi, Betty Borg and Fr John Ganapragasam.   
  

We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and 
condolences to their families. May they rest in peace.   

Advent Prayer - Preparing for visitors to my  home.  
  

They are coming!  Oh, dear Lord, like the Wisemen wandering 
toward the stable, visitors are heading to my  house.  

 I am so excited about this visit.    
But I can get so side-tracked about how my house looks, or the 
food that I serve.  I can only keep this prayerful with your help. 

 

Help me to stay humble this Advent and Christmas season.   
You invite us into the humility of the stable where you were 

born.  Help me to remember that humble-ness and the simple 
joy of your birth.  

Let me stay focused on my guests, not on myself and my worries 
about my house. Guide me in rejoicing in who these people are 

and in loving them freely.  
  © Creighton University's Online Ministries Used with permission.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83923796719?pwd=WXltUStrMHVFTzA5NllNS25mTFNFZz09


Gospel Reflection: Is it any wonder that there was a growing sense among the people that John might be the Christ? His  
teaching in the first part of this week’s gospel might just as easily have come from the mouth of Jesus. It demonstrates for us just 
how much John was preparing the way for Jesus: even his teaching was in line with what Jesus would later say. In this instance, 
the people gathered around John (presumably having been baptised by him) are asking how they should live out their new-found 
conversion of heart. John’s response to the three groups is about the need for generosity and justice. It is about not taking more 
than your share when someone else does not have sufficient. To the crowd of people, he instructs them to give away a second 
tunic to someone who doesn’t have one at all and to share their food with those who are hungry. To the tax collectors, he  
cautioned them to collect no more than what they were supposed to. Tax collectors made their profit by overcharging taxpayers. 
Together with the fact that they worked for the Roman occupiers, this made tax collectors one of the most despised groups in  
society. John’s caution to them is to be just in their dealings. He also cautions the soldiers against intimidation and extorting  
money from the people to supplement their pay. The themes of justice and hospitality that will echo throughout the gospel of Luke 
are clearly evident in this episode with John. When the people start to talk about him being the Christ, John is quick to point them 
to the one who is still to come; the one who will share with them more fully the love of God and the fire of the Holy Spirit. 
Have you thought? – A change of heart: The baptism that John preached and practised was a baptism of repentance. What 
he called on people to do was to recognise the areas of their lives that were unbalancing their relationship with God. There was a 
strong recognition that unless they were in right relationship with one another they could not be in right relationship with God. In 
recognising the need for change in their lives, John challenged them to also make a change of heart: to approach their lives  
differently. This is why they were questioning him about practical ways of living out their new commitment. 
Living the Gospel – Generosity of spirit: John’s words to the crowd, the tax collectors and the soldiers are about adopting a 
spirit of generosity and a generosity of spirit. A generosity of spirit can be expressed simply in the attitude with which we approach 
other people: a positive, hope-filled and generous attitude will often turn around a potentially negative situation. As we approach 
the Christmas season, there is a need for practical actions of generosity as well. Those in need can approach Christmas with 
dread rather than joyful expectation. It can be the hardest time of year for struggling families. Acts of generosity can make all the 
difference. 
 

Gospel Focus – Baptised with the Holy Spirit! John makes clear to his audience the difference between himself and the 
Messiah who is still to come. His ritual of baptism will pale in comparison with the baptism with the Holy Spirit that the Christ will 
offer. Compared to a symbolic action of baptism, Jesus will offer the people a tangible experience of life in the Holy Spirit. He will 
give them not only a glimpse of the reign of God, but an invitation to enter fully into it. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a lived ex-
perience, not just a ritual action. 
Questions: 
Q. Have you ever experienced a real ‘change of heart’?     
Q. Apart from charitable giving, how can generosity be expressed?   
Q. In what aspect/s of your life do you need to adopt a more generous spirit?   
Q. What does it mean to you to be ‘baptised in the Holy Spirit’?                  © Greg Sunter 

Sydney’s favourite free Christmas event is once again bringing families and communities together, the FREE lights 
of Christmas at St Mary's Cathedral Returns for 2021 Lights of Christmas is renowned as Sydney’s  

premier celebration of the festive season, sharing stories of peace, joy and goodwill.  

https://lightsofchristmas.com.au/event-information/


Welcome to 2021  

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  (02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

St Mark’s Church is open with COVID 
guidelines. Density limits are still in place.  

 

Bookings not required.  
 Entry is to QR Code for all, sanitize, wear a 

mask and social distance, there will be no 
congregational singing. 

 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

