We are John the Baptists...

Do we have to be like John the Baptist, eccentrically dressed and scavenging for food, to prepare the way of
the Lord? No. You and I are called to be a John or Joan the Baptist, preparing people’s hearts in our own time and place.
But we have to allow God to prepare our hearts for this role. John the Baptist challenges us to ‘Repent’, i.e. to turn around our
own lives seeking God’s forgiveness. John then challenges us to see the big picture which is that ‘All who live shall see the
salvation of God’.

Pope Francis is the exemplary universal pastor inspiring us to become ‘les mercifuls sans frontieres’. And young people through
social media are already saying ‘We are one community of human beings on this fragile planet’.
The challenge for most of us is more immediate and apparently of smaller scope. The challenge this Advent is to identify the
one person whose heart you can help prepare to celebrate the coming of the Lord Jesus in three weeks’ time. The best method
is to let that person see your faith and joy centred on that little Jewish baby lying in a manger.
Do that, and who knows what may happen because that little baby is in fact the Sovereign Lord of history and of the whole
cosmos. With God’s grace, you don’t have to be as eccentric or bizarre as John the Baptist to play your part in changing the
course of history!

We could take a moment to pray that, repenting of our own sins where necessary, we may prepare the heart of at
least one person so that the Lord Jesus may enter in this Christmas, helping him fulfil his mission that all who live shall see the
salvation of God.
© Fr Michael Tate

join us next Sunday
The Parish Pastoral Council welcome you back
to the Parish & invite you to

join us for a cuppa
Sunday 12 December 2021
“Rejoice” Rose Sunday Morning Tea
following 10:30am Mass

All Welcome
covid conditions may apply

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal: Take home an
envelope today, which can be found in the Church foyer
and bring it back next week for their appeal.
Donate so more families get the practical and emotional
support they need to have hope for the future?
Donations can also be made online

Blessed Advent - a time to prepare
Join us Wednesday evening or Thursday morning.
Today the Church lights the second of four candles on the
Advent wreath, which signifies the nearness of the
Lord's coming.

Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Is 30:19,30
All: O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save
the nations, and the Lord will make the glory of his voice
heard in the joy of your heart.
First Reading
A reading from the prophet Baruch

Bar 5:1-9

Jerusalem – God will show you splendour.

Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress, put
on the beauty of the glory of God for ever, wrap the cloak
of the integrity of God around you, put the diadem of the
glory of the Eternal on your head: since God means to
show your splendour to every nation under heaven, since
the name God gives you for ever will be, ‘Peace through
integrity, and honour through devotedness’. Arise,
Jerusalem, stand on the heights and turn your eyes to the
east: see your sons reassembled from west and east at
the command of the Holy One, jubilant that God has
remembered them. Though they left you on foot, with
enemies for an escort, now God brings them back to you
like royal princes carried back in glory. For God has
decreed the flattening of each high mountain, of the everlasting hills, the filling of the valleys to make the ground
level so that Israel can walk in safety under the glory of
God. And the forests and every fragrant tree will provide
shade for Israel at the command of God; for God will guide
Israel in joy by the light of his glory with his mercy and
integrity for escort.
Ps 125. R. v.3
Responsorial Psalm
(R.) The Lord has done great things for us; we are
filled with joy.
1. When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, it seemed
like a dream. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, on
our lips there were songs. (R.)
2. The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels the Lord
worked for them!’ What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad. (R.)

3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage as streams in dry
land. Those who are sowing in tears will sing when they
reap. (R.)
4. They go out, they go out, full of tears, carrying seed for
the sowing: they come back, they come back, full of song,
carrying their sheaves. (R.)

The Advent Wreath

Let us pray
Loving God, we thank you for your gift of love
shown to us perfectly in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Help us prepare our hearts for the Lord’s coming by
loving others as Christ loves us.
We ask this in the name of the one born in
Bethlehem, Jesus our Lord.
All: Amen.

Second Reading

Phil 1:3-6. 8-11

A reading from he letter of St Paul to the Philippians
Show yourselves sinless and without blame in the day of Christ.

Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy,
remembering how you have helped to spread the Good
News from the day you first heard it right up to the
present. I am quite certain that the One who began this
good work in you will see that it is finished when the Day
of Christ Jesus comes. God knows how much I miss you
all, loving you as Christ Jesus loves you. My prayer is
that your love for each other may increase more and
more and never stop improving your knowledge and
deepening your perception so that you can always
recognise what is best. This will help you to become
pure and blameless, and prepare you for the Day of
Christ, when you will reach the perfect goodness which
Jesus Christ produces in us for the glory and praise of
God.
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Lk 3:4. 6

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia.
Gospel
Lk 3:1-6
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
All people shall see the salvation of God.

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch
of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of
Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene,
during the pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas, the word
of God came to John son of Zechariah, in the
wilderness. He went through the whole Jordan district
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins, as it is written in the book of the sayings of the
prophet Isaiah:
A voice cries in the wilderness;
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.
Every valley will be filled in, every mountain and hill be
laid low, winding ways will be straightened and rough
roads made smooth. And all mankind shall see the
salvation of God.
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967
and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in
Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the
English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy
Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Prayers of the Faithful:
Presider: We offer our prayers in a spirit of gratitude,
knowing that God hears us when we call out. With
confidence, we bring our prayer to God.
Reader: We pray that all members of the church may grow
in appreciation and gratitude for the works of God. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that lawmakers and politicians may
always advocate for peace and justice, even when it is
difficult. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that those who feel alone or isolated during
these days of Advent may find comfort and consolation in
family and caregivers. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader We pray for our parish community that all members
will grow in holiness as we wait for the Lord’s return.
(pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Today we think about preparing a way and making a
straight path for the Lord.
How will you do that this Advent?
Untangle these paths and match each letter to a number
as we get ready for Jesus.

Reader: We pray that those who have died may come to
everlasting life with Christ, especially our departed relatives,
friends and parishioners. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Presider: Loving God, hear and answer these prayers,
according to your will, not ours. We ask this through Christ
our Lord. (pause)
All: Amen.
All: Communion Antiphon
Bar 5:5; 4:36
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and behold the
joy which comes to you from God.

Next Week: (Gaudete Sunday)
Turning Pink with Joy on the Third Sunday of Advent
Dress for Gaudete Sunday a day for wearing the colour
Rose to Mass.
Gaudete Sunday is a break about midway through the season
of Advent which signifies the nearness of the Lord's coming.

A time to Prepare for Advent.

Take home your “Advent Bulletin’ for reflection and prayer.
Collect your Blue Book from the Church foyer with “six minute”
a day reflections until the 9 January 2022
Note: A gold coin donation is appreciated or use the St Mark’s tap n’ pray.

Today the Church lights the second of four candles on the Advent wreath.
In this week’s edition:
• Find Faith? Go to the Homeless! NSW Young Australian of the Year 2022
• Death in motion. NSW parliament passes euthanasia law.
• Destruction masquerading as reform. Australian ‘reformers’ agenda a formula for disaster
• The hunting of an innocent man. Exclusive excerpt Gerard Henderson’ new book on the Pell affair

Available for $2 from the Church foyer

The Parish Pastoral Council welcome you
back to the Parish & invite you to

join us for a cuppa
Sunday 12 December 2021
“Rejoice” Rose Sunday Morning Tea
following 10:30am Mass

All Welcome
covid conditions may apply

The Parish Pastoral Council invite you to

Christmas Carols in the Church
O Come All Ye Faithful
Friday 17 December at 5.00pm

All Welcome
covid conditions may apply

TAKE HOME:

St Mark’s Advent Bulletin
✿ Advent

wreath prayer
the wreath
✿ Advent Liturgy
✿ Aspects of the Season
✿ 4 weeks of Advent with
candle meaning and
weekly lighting of the
candle.
✿ Advent Penance Service
✿ Christmas Mass times
✿ Boxing Day Mass times
✿ Daily Gospel reading and
much more..
✿ About

Vinnie’s Christmas Appeal at
St Mark’s Parish.
Collect your envelope this week and
return next week.

Thankyou for supporting our Parish The Charitable Works Fund Appeal!
Your donation supports all the following networks.

Further donations or to find out more visit www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf

Advent is coming to
St Mark’s
A time to Prepare

PARISH DIARY DATES
† VINNIE’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL: 4| 5 December
Support their Christmas Appeal at Masses or online.
† MASS OF THE SOLEMNITY: Wednesday 8 December
Mass at 7.30am for Feast of the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
† “BLESSED ADVENT”: Wednesday 8 December @ 7pm
Join Zoom or in person upstairs in the Parish centre our
devotional journey to Prepare as we countdown to
Christmas.

FRIDAY: 24 DECEMBER 2021
Friday 8:00am Morning Mass will be celebrated
with Morning prayer of the Church
15 minutes prior to Mass.

† “BLESSED ADVENT”: Thursday 9 December @ 10am
following 9:30am Mass. Join in person upstairs in the Parish
centre our devotional journey to Prepare as we
countdown to Christmas.
† VINNIE’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL: 11 | 12 December
Support their Christmas Appeal at Masses or online.
† ADVENT ‘REJOICE’ MORNING TEA: 12 December
Rose Sunday Morning Tea following 10:30am Mass

CHRISTMAS EVE: 24 DECEMBER 2021
5.30pm Christmas Vigil Mass
8.30pm Christmas Night Mass
NO MIDNIGHT MASS

CHRISTMAS DAY: 25 DECEMBER 2021
8.00am Christmas Dawn Mass
10.00am Christmas Day Mass
(No 12pm Saturday Mass)
NO EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY

BOXING DAY
SUNDAY 26 DECEMBER 2021
THE HOLY FAMILY MASS

9:00am Morning Mass
6:00pm Evening Mass

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
RECONCILIATION | CONFESSION
Every Saturday during Advent
11.00am -11.55pm
Tuesday 21 December 2021
from 7:30pm

† CHRISTMAS NOVENA: Friday 17 December
The Christmas Novena begins at a point, where the
Advent focus shifts to the Christmas story and the Virgin
Mary. These days serve to prepare more directly for the
Lord’s birth, ending on Christmas Eve. Novena’s will be
available to collect from the Church foyer from 11| 12
December

† TAKE HOME: Your Advent bulletin and Little Blue Book for
your Advent preparation. Donations are appreciated.
† WANTED: Volunteers for Ministers of the Word at Mass.
† PLEASE COLLECT: Ministers of the Word
As we have begun a new liturgical year (Year C) on the
First Sunday of Advent - please collect your ‘Break Open
the Word’ from the Sacristy to assist you in proclaiming the
Word of God.
The liturgical feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary celebrates one of the wonders of the history of salvation: the
Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary. Even she was saved by
Christ, but in an extraordinary way, because God wanted that the
mother of his Son not be touched by the misery of sin from the moment
of conception. And thus, for the entire course of her earthly life, Mary
was free from any stain of sin, she was “full of grace” (Lk 1:28), as the
angel called her. She was favoured by a unique action of the Holy Spirit
so as to always remain in perfect relationship with her Son, Jesus.
Indeed, she was Jesus’ disciple: his Mother and disciple.
But there was no sin in her. Pope Francis
Prayer to the Immaculate Conception
O God, who by the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
did prepare a worthy dwelling place for
your Son, we beseech you that, as by the
foreseen death of this, your Son, you did
preserve her from all stain, so too you
would permit us, purified through her
intercession, to come to you. Through our
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
Amen.

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am

Keep them inYour Prayers
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick
and vulnerable members of our community: Fr John Iacono,
Bob Favorito, Vince De Giovanni, Michael Erwin,
Patricia Ryan, Rocco Zoccali, Gemma Tambasco,
Patricia Ficarra, Meagan Ficarra, Wendy Madden,
Heather Burbidge, Jean Boccalatte, Carolina Bastoni,
Lina Giannandrea and all our St. Mark’s Parish community
members who are unwell at this time.
Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:
Patrick Griffith
Recently Deceased: Alexander Enin, Grace Rossi, Betty Borg and
Fr John Ginanapragasa.
We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and
condolences to their families. May they rest in peace.

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am | 10:30am & 6:00pm
COVID conditions and density limits apply.
Last Sunday Mass at 10:30am - Sunday 12 December
will be our last Mass at 10:30am. This Mass was to support
our covid numbers which have now increased. Please
join us for our last 10:30am Mass on ‘Rejoice’ Sunday
followed by morning tea. All Welcome
Mass on Demand online on our Parish YouTube Channel
is no longer as covid changes allows Mass attendance.

St Mark’s Columbarium Chapel:
Parishioners who have a Niche in St Mark’s Columbarium
and who have not returned or completed their regulation
paperwork please do so asap for the audit. Thank you

Advent is here
St Mark’s
A time to Prepare

Mass on Tuesday 7 December at 9:30am will be offered in
memorial for Patrick Griffith, on his one year anniversary.
Family and friends are welcome to attend and offer their
prayers for Patrick. May he rest in peace.
The family of Doris Selina Levy (Dorie) will celebrate her at
Mass on Thursday 9 December at 9.30am followed by prayers
and blessing on her interment into
St Mark’s Chapel Columbarium
All friends of Dorie are welcome to attend.
May she rest in peace.

St Mark’s Advent
a devotional journey to Prepare…
a four-week journey that weaves together Scripture,
reflections, prayer, and interactive moments around the theme
of Advent.
Making use of our “Little Blue Advent Book” and our
“Blessed”- diocese of Wollongong program.
Wednesday at 7.00pm - Zoom or come in person to the Parish
Centre 8 December 2021 - presented by Sr. Jo Brady
zoom: Meeting ID: 839 2379 6719 | Passcode: 621804

Wednesday 24 November 2021

Thursday at 10:00am - come and join us upstairs in the
Parish Centre 9 December 2021
presented by Maria Di Giovanni

All Welcome Covid conditions apply
The Season of Hope & Expectation
St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP EV
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Thank you for using your phone to QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.

Gospel Reflection: The second and third weeks of Advent this year focus particularly on the role of John the Baptist as the one
who prepared the way for Jesus and announced his coming. It continues the theme of preparation that was begun last week, but
still, rather than preparing for the birth of Jesus, we are exploring the wider theme of preparation. The gospel writer includes a
quote from Isaiah in which the prophet says, ‘Prepare a way for the Lord.’ (Often translated as ‘Prepare the way of the Lord’.) The
application of this passage to John the Baptist is a logical one. This gospel emphasises that John was preaching ‘a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins’. Throughout the gospel of Luke, the recognition of sinfulness and the desire to repent and
seek forgiveness is the prelude to receiving God’s favour.
This gospel makes it clear that one way in which we can prepare a way for the Lord is to recognise our faults and failings and to
seek forgiveness. It is only through such repentance that we can make ourselves receptive to the love of God. The only preparation of the way that is necessary for the Lord is a personal preparation to be receptive. We are absolutely assured of God’s love.
The problem is that we often feel that we are undeserving of that love or are unable to receive it. When we are called to ‘Prepare
a way for the Lord’ it is a call to prepare a way in our own hearts – to break down the barriers that we have put up; to clear the
obstacles that we have placed in the path. God’s love will find a way! We simply make the way easier for ourselves to recognise
God’s love if we ‘Prepare a way’.

Historical Context – At this time: This particular gospel goes to great lengths to place the events of Jesus’ life in a particular
historical context. It is the gospel of Luke that identifies the birth of Jesus as taking place in the reign of Caesar Augustus and the
governorship of Quirinius. Again, in today’s passage, the writer is keen to establish the historical time and place. It is made clear
that the ministry of Jesus occurred in a particular time and place. But the gospel makes clear that the message Jesus proclaimed
reaches beyond its original context across time and place to our lives today.
Have you thought? Baptism: We may think that Baptism is an invention of the Christian community but today’s gospel makes
it clear that baptism was used within the Jewish community and was put to a particular purpose by John the Baptist. Baptism was
part of the Jewish tradition well before the time of Jesus. Ritual cleansing by full immersion was an important element of worship
and converts to Judaism were required to walk through a deep bath known as a mikveh. John’s use of baptism as a washing
away of sin was a different interpretation of the well established practice.
Living the Gospel – Make way! Today’s gospel is a reminder to us that Advent is a season of preparation. In this case, the
preparation is all about making way for the love of God in our lives. The love of God surrounds us all the time. It’s like a rapidly
flowing stream and sometimes we have placed boulders in the stream that send the water flowing around us. The call to make a
way for the Lord is a call to clear the rocks out of the stream; to remove the obstacles that are directing the love of God around us
and allow it instead to flow directly through us.
Questions:
Q. In what ways can holding on to our faults and failings get in the way of allowing God into our lives?
Q. Why is it so hard to forgive ourselves when we are assured God's forgiveness is there for the asking?
Q. What image captures for you the idea of ‘preparing a way’?
Q. How has reflection on this week's gospel enhanced your understanding of Advent?

© Greg Sunter

Sydney’s favourite free Christmas event is once again bringing families and communities together, the FREE
lights of Christmas at St Mary's Cathedral Returns for 2021 Lights of Christmas is renowned as Sydney’s
premier celebration of the festive season, sharing stories of peace, joy and goodwill.

Welcome to 2021

St Mark’s Church is open with COVID
guidelines. Density limits are still in place.
Bookings not required.
Entry is to QR Code for all, sanitize, wear a
mask and social distance, there will be no
congregational singing.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

