Adolescent impatience
Forget the tinselly sentimentality of most depictions of the Holy Family.
This Gospel is real life. Anyone who has temporarily lost their child in a crowd knows the
stabbing pain of uncertainty and fear. Even more real, and occurring more often, is the
adolescent impatience of Jesus: ‘Did you not know I must be about my Father’s business?’
Every parent, bewildered and saddened by the growing up and the growing
distance of a son or daughter, knows what Mary and Joseph must have felt.
By the time Mary and Joseph found Jesus, he had found the words to express his
unique identity. In this little scene so full of pathos and heartbreak, we hear the first
words of Jesus in the Gospels: ‘Did you not know I must be about my Father’s business?’
What was his ‘Father’s business’ which was so engaging for Jesus? To draw every
human being into the same family relationship as He enjoys.
But did you note that it is our privilege to celebrate this realisation as a
community? Only Jesus can say ‘My Father’. We say ‘Our Father’. We enter into the grace
of intimate relationship with God, not as an atomised individual, but as a person within a
society of baptised Christians – the Church.
We could take a moment to pray for the integrity which will enable us to express
this sense of identity in the unfolding of our lives. We can pray also for those saddened or
bewildered by our following of the One who taught us to pray ‘Our Father’.
© Fr Michael Tate

Family Prayer for
The Feast of the Holy Family.
We give you thanks Lord God who
has blessed us with life and love.
You have given us the gift of the family.
Help us to nurture and to protect
to guide and to love one another.
Through the intercession of the Holy Family:
Jesus, Mary and Joseph – protect us.
Give us wisdom and courage, joy and faithfulness
in responding to our special vocation as a Christian
family so we may help each other to grow in grace and
love to the glory of God.
Amen.

St Mark’s Parish Office Closure.

The Parish Office will be closed
from Saturday 25 December 2021
and reopen
Tuesday 4 January 2022

NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS
31 DECEMBER
8.00am Morning Mass

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS
MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

1 JANUARY
12.00pm Solemnity Mass

On New Year’s eve, or New Year’s day
the household gathers for a blessing
for the new year and peace.
The calendar of the new year may be
held during the blessing.
Our lives are made of days and nights, of
seasons and years, for we are part of the universe of
suns and moons and planets.
We mark ends and we make beginnings and,
in all, we praise
God for the grace and mercy
that fill our every day.
Amen.

Second Reading
Entrance Antiphon
Lk 2:16
(All) The shepherds went in haste, and found Mary and
Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger.

The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ,
Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

First Reading
1 Sm 1:20-22. 24-28
A reading from the first book of Samuel
For the whole of his life, Samuel shall be lent to the Lord.

Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son, and called
him Samuel ‘since’ she said ‘I asked the Lord for him.’
When a year had gone by, the husband Elkanah went
up again with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to
the Lord and to fulfil his vow. Hannah, however, did not
go up, having said to her husband, ‘Not before the child
is weaned. Then I will bring him and present him before
the Lord and he shall stay there for ever.’
When she had weaned him, she took him up with her
together with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and
a skin of wine, and she brought him to the temple of the
Lord at Shiloh; and the child was with them. They
slaughtered the bull, and the child’s mother came to Eli.
She said, ‘If you please, my lord. As you live, my lord,
I am the woman who stood here beside you, praying to
the Lord. This is the child I prayed for, and the Lord
granted me what I asked him. Now I make him over to
the Lord for the whole of his life. He is made over to the
Lord.’ There she left him, for the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 83:2-3. 5-6. 9-10. R. v.5

(R.) How happy they who dwell in your house, O Lord.
1.How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord, God of hosts.
My soul is longing and yearning, is yearning for the courts
of the Lord. My heart and my soul ring out their joy to God,
the living God. (R.)
2. They are happy, who dwell in your house, for ever
singing your praise. They are happy, whose strength is in
you; they walk with ever growing strength. (R.)
3. O Lord, God of hosts, hear my prayer, gave ear, O God
of Jacob. Turn your eyes, O God, our shield, look on the
face of your anointed. (R.)
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English
Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL).
All rights reserved.

1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24

A reading from the first letter of St John
He calls you his own children, and that is what you are.

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, by
letting us be called God’s children; and that is what we
are. Because the world refused to acknowledge him,
therefore it does not acknowledge us. My dear people,
we are already the children of God but what we are to be
in the future has not yet been revealed, all we know is,
that when it is revealed we shall be like him because we
shall see him as he really is.
My dear people, if we cannot be condemned by our own
conscience, we need not be afraid in God’s presence,
and whatever we ask him, we shall receive, because we
keep his commandments and live the kind of life that he
wants. His commandments are these: that we believe in
the name of his Son Jesus Christ and that we love one
another as he told us to. Whoever keeps his
commandments lives in God and God lives in him.
We know that he lives in us by the Spirit that he has
given us.

Gospel Acclamation
Col 3:15. 16
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and the
fullness of his message live within you.
Alleluia!
Gospel

Lk 2:41-52

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

His parents found him in the temple, sitting among the learned men, listening to them.

Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for
the feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years old,
they went up for the feast as usual. When they were on
their way home after the feast, the boy Jesus stayed behind
in Jerusalem without his parents knowing it. They assumed
he was with the caravan, and it was only after a day’s
journey that they went to look for him among their relations
and acquaintances. When they failed to find him they went
back to Jerusalem looking for him everywhere.
Three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting
among the doctors, listening to them, and asking them
questions; and all those who heard him were astounded at
his intelligence and his replies. They were overcome when
they saw him, and his mother said to him, ‘My child, why
have you done this to us? See how worried your father and
I have been, looking for you.’ ‘Why were you looking for
me?’ he replied. ‘Did you not know that I must be busy with
my Father’s affairs?’ But they did not understand what he
meant. He then went down with them and came to Nazareth and lived under their authority. His mother stored up all
these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom,
in stature, and in favour with God and men.
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful

Leader: In Baptism we are all made daughters and sons
of the Father and so, with confidence in his great love for
us, we turn to Him with our prayers.
Reader: We pray for the family of the Church that, by our
unity and love, we will always bear witness to the love of
God our Father. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the whole human family that we may
learn to live in peace, striving to break down the barriers
of prejudice and intolerance. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for wounded families and broken
families, that they may try to find common ground on
which children may flourish in loving and lasting
relationships. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all families travelling during this
holiday period. May they find courtesy and generosity on
the roads and hospitality wherever they go. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that all who have died may be brought
into the Lord’s eternal light. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

Leader: God of love, Father of all, teach us the sanctity of
human love, and help us to live in peace with the whole of
humanity that we may share your life forever. We ask this
through Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit in the
splendour of eternal light one God forever and ever.
All: Amen.

Communion Antiphon
Bar 3:38
(All) Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived
among us.

Car Park Closed
Due to upgrading of the school playground
with new asphalting, the car park will be
closed on the weekend of 15 | 16 January
2022

The Epiphany of the Lord Chalking the Door:
An Epiphany House Blessing
Don’t forget to collect your chalk from
Mass next weekend (1 |2 January ) to give
your house it’s 2022 Blessing.

Living the Gospel – Importance of family
It is sometimes easy to glibly declare that our families are
important to us, but it is in the everyday living of family
life that we have the opportunity to demonstrate how
serious we are. It is inevitable, as we establish our
individual identity, that we will at times clash with our
family’s expectations and challenge the authority of
parents. However, we can never forget the love, care and
security our family has provided throughout our lives.
Parents try to protect their children from disappointment
and harm and reflect the love of God when they’re
repeatedly prepared to try again with damaged family
relationships.

Have you thought? Mary
We’re told in today’s gospel that Mary ‘stored up all
these things in her heart’. Mary is a model of the
reflective life. When extraordinary, life-altering events
occur to her, she is portrayed as pondering these events
in her heart. She responds to these events by allowing
them to speak to her and speak to her heart rather than
simply ‘reacting’ as so many of us do. The ability to
reflect on events, rather than react to them, can lead to a
much better considered response and less chance of
making the same mistakes over and over again.
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

Keep them in
your prayers
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick
and vulnerable members of our community: Debra Swetz,
Fr John Iacono, Bob Favorito, Vince De Giovanni,
Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan, Rocco Zoccali,
Gemma Tambasco, Patricia Ficarra, Meagan Ficarra,
Wendy Madden, Heather Burbidge, Jean Boccalatte,
Carolina Bastoni, Lina Giannandrea and all our St. Mark’s
Parish community members who are unwell at this time.
Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am
Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
We ask you to support all covid conditions in our Church.

Umberto D’Ettore, Assunta Sanzari, Geoff Rice, Patrick Griffith
and Doris (Dorie) Selina Levy.
Recently Deceased: Nanette Smith, Rev Jim Esler SM,

Ermanno Guerinoni
We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and
condolences to their families. May they rest in peace.

In memory at Christmas:

We remember the loved ones who will not be with us this year,
our parishioners and family members who have past. They are in
our hearts as we come together to celebrate the birth of the
Jesus.
Even though they are not with us physically, we know that they
are held in the loving mercy of God.
Because of our faith we know they are celebrating with all
the angels and saints in heaven.

During this Joyous Season,
we welcome many visitors to our Church,
for some, it may be the only time they attend Mass.
Let us prepare to give them a warm welcome as we wish all
a Holy Christmas and Blessings in the coming
2022 New Year.

Fr Denis and the parish staff thank
everyone for all the lovely cards and gifts
we have received during this
festive season.

St Mark’s Visitors
If you are visiting our parish, welcome to our
community if you wish to make a donation to
our Church please use our tap and pray
machines located in the Church, along with
collection bags.

Christmas envelopes can be placed in any of the collection bags.
Tap n’ Pray Machines for those who do not carry cash our
Tap n’ Pray machines are located in the Church foyer.
Or scan the QR code to donate online.

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP EV
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are mandatory, thank you for using QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church & remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

St Mark’s would like to than

