The Coming of our Saviour...

Sometimes our own lives, the life of the Church, the life of societies and nations cry out for Our Lord
Jesus Christ to come again right now and rescue us right now.
In some instances we can become conscious of Jesus’ saving, transforming power in a particular
situation. But, for the whole of humanity across the millennia, we do not know the day or the hour
when death and all its warriors such as disease and violence, will be absolutely vanquished by Christ in glory. This can lead
to a type of pain which finds solace in all those things which dull the spirit. Our Lord gives examples: debauchery,
drunkenness.
Today he might have added ‘living in the virtual world’. Rather, Our Lord wants us to live in the real world on high alert.
In the meantime each one of us can be a signal of what is to come. Each time we exhaust ourselves heroically loving
someone whom others might abandon, each time we take a risk because we cry out against injustice, and in a myriad
other ways, we signal that the Kingdom is already being established on earth.
We could pause for a moment to pray for the strength to be on high alert for the opportunities to translate the legacy of
Jesus into our own time and place, thus giving reasons to each other for our faith and hope that..

Christ has come, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
© Fr Michael Tate
The Charitable Works Fund Appeal
will be happening this weekend and we
need your help!
Envelopes are available in
the church foyer
Alternatively, you can
learn more and donate securely at
www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf.
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible
Last Sunday Mass at 10:30am - Sunday 12 December
will be our last Mass at 10:30am. This Mass was to
support our covid numbers which have now increased.
Please join us for our last 10:30am Mass on ‘Rejoice’
Sunday followed by morning tea. All Welcome

Blessed Advent - a time to prepare
Join us Wednesday evening or Thursday morning.
Last online Mass on demand on our Parish YouTube
Channel. Will be the recorded Mass this Sunday
(First Sunday of Advent), this Mass will be our last
posted Mass to our YouTube Chanel until further
notice.
Thank you for viewing.

A time to Prepare for Advent.

Today, you can take home your “Advent Bulletin’ for reflection and prayer.
Collect your Blue Book from the Church foyer with “six minute” a day
reflections until the 9 January 2022
Note: A gold coin donation is appreciated or use the St Mark’s tap n’ pray.

Today the Church lights the first of four candles on the Advent wreath.

Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Ps 24:1-3
All: To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have
trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my enemies
exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to
shame.
First Reading
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

Jer 33:14-16

I will cause a good seed to spring forth from David.

See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks –
when I am going to fulfil the promise I made to the House
of Israel and the House of Judah:
‘In those days and at that time,
I will make a virtuous Branch grow for David,
who shall practise honesty and integrity in the land.
In those days Judah shall be saved and Israel shall dwell
in confidence. And this is the name the city will be called:
The Lord-our-integrity.’
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 24:4-5. 8-9. 10. 14. R. v.1
(R.) To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.
1. Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your
paths. Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: for you
are God my saviour (R.)
2. The Lord is good and upright. He shows the path to
those who stray, he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)
3. His ways are faithfulness and love for those who keep
his covenant and will. The Lord’s friendship is for those
who revere him; to them he reveals his covenant. (R.)

The Advent Wreath
Let us pray Loving God, we thank you for your gift of love shown to us perfectly in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Help us prepare our hearts for the Lord’s coming by
loving others as Christ loves us.
We ask this in the name of the one born in
Bethlehem, Jesus our Lord.
All: Amen.

Second Reading

1 Thes 3:12 – 4:2

A reading from first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians
When Christ comes may he strengthen your hearts in holiness.

May the Lord be generous in increasing your love and
make you love one another and the whole human race
as much as we love you. And may he so confirm your
hearts in holiness that you may be blameless in the
sight of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus Christ
comes with all his saints.
Finally, brothers, we urge you and appeal to you in the
Lord Jesus to make more and more progress in the kind
of life that you are meant to live: the life that God wants,
as you learnt from us, and as you are already living it.
You have not forgotten the instructions we gave you on
the authority of the Lord Jesus.
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Ps 84:8

Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us
your salvation.
Alleluia.
Gospel
Lk 21:25-28. 34-36
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Your redemption is near at hand.

‘Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There will be signs in the
sun and moon and stars; on earth nations in agony,
bewildered by the clamour of the ocean and its waves;
men dying of fear as they await what menaces the
world, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. And
then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory. When these things begin to take
place, stand erect, hold your heads high, because your
liberation is near at hand.
‘Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened with
debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life, and
that day will be sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For
it will come down on every living man on the face of the
earth. Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to
survive all that is going to happen, and to stand with
confidence before the Son of Man.’
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in
Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the
English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy
Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Prayers of the Faithful:
Presider: Jesus tells his disciples not to become drowsy
from the anxieties of daily life. Confident in this, we bring our
needs before God.
Reader: We pray for church communities in every place, that
they be a leaven of Advent hope and peace amid the
anxieties of the world. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the Palestinian people, that international
solidarity with them will raise their hopes for lasting justice
and peace. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all whose decisions touch issues of life
and death: that the Holy Spirit will enlighten their minds and
consciences give them an appreciation of the sacredness of
life from conception to natural death. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader We pray for our parish community, that the
celebration of Advent will confirm us in holiness and make us
more generous in love. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that those who have died may enter eternal
life. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Presider: Loving God, hear these prayers we bring before
you and grant them according to your will. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. (pause)
All: Amen.
All: Communion Antiphon
Ps 84:13
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its
increase.

FIRST RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament of Penance
(Reconciliation | Confession)

Fr Denis would like to congratulate our
38 candidates who made their
First Reconciliation this week at
St Mark’s over 2 nights.
We thank their parents for their
support, Sharon Williams for their zoom preparation
sessions and Sr Antonia for her coordination.

Congratulations & Thank you
Congratulations to Deacons, Rafael Silva Galicia and
Anderson Gallego Rodas who will be ordained to the
presbyterate at St Mary’s Cathedral next Friday, 3rd
December. Please remember them in your prayers as
they prepare for their Ordination.

Congratulations to seminarians Mark Anderson and
Micheal Kasiita who will be ordained to the Diaconate
at St Aloysius of Gonzaga, Cronulla next Tuesday, 30th
November at 6pm. Remember both Mark and Micheal
in your prayers as they prepare for their ordination,
as well as the other three seminarians who are to be
ordained in the coming weeks: Adrian Simmons (at
Yagoona), Benjamin Saliba (at Bankstown) and
Benjamin Gandy (at Broadway).

A warm congratulations to Father Danny Meagher on
his appointment by Pope Francis as auxiliary Bishop
of Sydney. His ordination will be held at St Mary’s
Cathedral on 8 December the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception . Fr Danny will serve as auxiliary bishop
in Sydney alongside Bishops Terry Brady and Richard
Umbers and is currently administrator at
All Hallows’ Parish Five Dock.

Available for $2 from the Church foyer

In this week’s edition:
• Don’t let this tragedy happen. Leaders warn against euthanasia
• A new bishop for Sydney
• Take COVID seriously: Mums
• No 9-to-5 priesthood

The Parish Pastoral Council welcome you
back to the Parish & invite you to

join us for a cuppa
Sunday 12 December 2021
“Rejoice” Rose Sunday Morning Tea
following 10:30am Mass

All Welcome
covid conditions may apply

The Parish Pastoral Council invite you to

Christmas Carols in the Church
O Come All Ye Faithful
Friday 17 December at 5.00pm

All Welcome
covid conditions may apply

TAKE HOME:

St Mark’s Advent Bulletin
✿ Advent

wreath prayer
the wreath
✿ Advent Liturgy
✿ Aspects of the Season
✿ 4 weeks of Advent with
candle meaning and
weekly lighting of the
candle.
✿ Advent Penance Service
✿ Christmas Mass times
✿ Boxing Day Mass times
✿ Daily Gospel reading and
much more..
✿ About

Vinnie’s Christmas Appeal at
St Mark’s Parish next weekend.

CWF Parish Appeal
The Charitable Works Fund Appeal is this weekend and we need your help!
Your donations will help those most struggling this winter – single mothers facing
homelessness, those struggling with mental health and our Aboriginal communities.
You will also be building a culture of support and encouragement for our hospital and
university chaplaincies, and our future priests at the Good Shepherd Seminary.
Appeal envelopes are available in the Church foyer for your use and can be placed in
either collection bowl. You can also make adonation and find out more at
www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf

Advent is coming to
St Mark’s
A time to Prepare

PARISH DIARY DATES
† “BLESSED ADVENT”: Wednesday 1 December @ 7pm
Join by Zoom or in person upstairs in the Parish office our
devotional journey to Prepare as we countdown to
Christmas.
† “BLESSED ADVENT”: Thursday 2 December @ 10am
following 9:30am Mass. Join by Zoom or in person upstairs
in the Parish office our devotional journey to Prepare as
we countdown to Christmas.
† VINNIE’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL: 4| 5 December
Support their Christmas Appeal at Masses or online.

FRIDAY: 24 DECEMBER 2021
Friday 8:00am Morning Mass will be celebrated
with Morning prayer of the Church
15 minutes prior to Mass.

† MASS OF THE SOLEMNITY: Wednesday 8 December
Mass at 7.30am for Feast of the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
† VINNIE’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL: 11 | 12 December
Support their Christmas Appeal at Masses or online.
† ADVENT ‘REJOICE’ MORNING TEA: 12 December
Rose Sunday Morning Tea following 10:30am Mass

CHRISTMAS EVE: 24 DECEMBER 2021
5.30pm Christmas Vigil Mass
8.30pm Christmas Night Mass
NO MIDNIGHT MASS

CHRISTMAS DAY: 25 DECEMBER 2021
8.00am Christmas Dawn Mass
10.00am Christmas Day Mass
(No 12pm Saturday Mass)
NO EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY

† BAKER’S DELIGHT: If you can assist with donated baked
goods for our ‘Rejoice’ morning tea please tell the parish
office for catering.
† CHRISTMAS NOVENA: Friday 17 December
The Christmas Novena begins at a point, where the
Advent focus shifts to the Christmas story and the Virgin
Mary. These days serve to prepare more directly for the
Lord’s birth, ending on Christmas Eve. Novena’s will be
available to collect from the Church foyer from 11| 12
December
† O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL: 17 December Cancelled
The Parish Pastoral Council have cancelled Christmas
Carols in St Mark’s Church.
† TAKE HOME: Your Advent bulletin and Little Blue Book for your
Advent preparation. Donations are appreciated.
† WANTED: Volunteers for Ministers of the Word at Mass.

BOXING DAY
SUNDAY 26 DECEMBER 2021
THE HOLY FAMILY MASS

9:00am Morning Mass
6:00pm Evening Mass

† PLEASE COLLECT: Ministers of the Word
Next weekend we begin a new liturgical year (Year C) on
the First Sunday of Advent - please collect your ‘Break
Open the Word’ from the Sacristy to assist you in
proclaiming the Word of God.

Prayer to the Immaculate Conception

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
RECONCILIATION | CONFESSION
Every Saturday during Advent
11.00am -11.55pm
Tuesday 21 December 2021
from 7:30pm

O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, did prepare a worthy
dwelling place for your Son, we beseech you
that, as by the foreseen death of this, your Son,
you did preserve her from all stain, so too you
would permit us, purified through her
intercession, to come to you. Through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick
and vulnerable members of our community: Fr John Iacono,
Bob Favorito, Vince De Giovanni, Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan,
Rocco Zoccali, Gemma Tambasco, Patricia Ficarra, Meagan
Ficarra, Wendy Madden, Heather Burbidge, Jean Boccalatte,
Carolina Bastoni, Lina Giannandrea and all our St. Mark’s
Parish community members who are unwell at this time.

Recently Deceased and all our Anniversaries we remember
this November the month of the Holy Souls.
November is the month of the Holy Souls. During this month
we pray especially for our departed friends and loved ones who
are making their journey towards the eternal light of God.
Our prayer, and especially our greatest prayer - the Mass - is
offered daily for all souls on their journey to Heaven.
Throughout November we celebrate the memory of our
deceased family, friends, parishioners, neighbours, locally,
nationally and globally.
May they rest in peace.

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am | 10:30am & 6:00pm
COVID conditions and density limits apply.
Last Sunday Mass at 10:30am - Sunday 12 December
will be our last Mass at 10:30am. This Mass was to support
our covid numbers which have now increased. Please
join us for our last 10:30am Mass on ‘Rejoice’ Sunday
followed by morning tea. All Welcome
Last online Mass on demand on our Parish YouTube
Channel - will be the recorded Mass this Sunday
(First Sunday of Advent), this Mass will be our last posted
Mass to our YouTube Chanel until further notice.
Thank you for viewing.

Advent is here
St Mark’s
A time to Prepare

Mass on Tuesday 7 December at 9:30am will be offered in
memorial for Patrick Griffith, on his one year anniversary.
Family and friends are welcome to attend and offer their
prayers for Patrick. May he rest in peace.
The family of Doris Selina Levy (Dorie) will celebrate her at
Mass on Thursday 9 December at 9.30am followed by prayers
and blessing on her interment into
St Mark’s Chapel Columbarium
All friends of Dorie are welcome to attend.
May she rest in peace.

St Mark’s Advent
a devotional journey to Prepare…
a four-week journey that weaves together Scripture,
reflections, prayer, and interactive moments around the theme
of Advent.
Making use of our “Little Blue Advent Book” and our
“Blessed”- diocese of Wollongong program.
Wednesday at 7.00pm - Zoom or come in person to the Parish
Centre begins 1 December 2021 - presented by Sr. Jo Brady
zoom: Meeting ID: 839 2379 6719 | Passcode: 621804

Wednesday 24 November 2021

Thursday at 10:00am - come and join us upstairs in the
Parish Centre 2 December 2021
presented by Maria Di Giovanni

All Welcome Covid conditions apply
The Season of Hope & Expectation
St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP EV
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Thank you for using your phone to QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.

Gospel Reflection: We are, perhaps, used to thinking of the season of Advent as a time of preparation for the celebration of
Christmas. But this week’s readings, and the readings of the next few weeks, remind us that the notion of preparation extends
well beyond the celebration of the birth of Jesus. We are reminded that we are, in fact, living in an ‘in-between time’. From this
week’s first reading we are reminded that the expectation of a Messiah was a very long-standing hope for Israel. The coming of
the Messiah would usher in a new prosperity and a divine reign of God. The earliest Christians began to see that the ancient
prophecies could all be applied to Jesus and they began to regard Jesus as the promised Messiah – the fulfilment of prophecy.
However, Jesus also promised that he would come again, and the expectation of the first followers of Jesus was that his return
would be in their lifetime. In our second reading from the letter to the Thessalonians, we can see the growing realisation that
perhaps Jesus’ return will not occur within the current generation. This realisation had a dramatic effect on the life and faith of the
community. Imagine living with the belief that the end of time was going to occur not just in your lifetime but literally any day now.
Slowly, they realised that Jesus’ words were not that specific and the time of return had not been identified. What Jesus had
called for was a state of readiness, a state of preparedness. This didn’t mean he was coming immediately; what it meant was that
there was need to get the house in order because he would be coming at some time. Advent is a time to remember that we still
haven’t really got the house in order.
Scriptural context: This week’s gospel passage comes from a lengthy passage in the gospel of Luke in which Jesus speaks
extensively about the future. It is a very different style of writing from the usual narrative, teaching and parable forms that make up
most of the gospel. The style is an echo of the prophetic writings of the Old Testament. Compare this passage with this week’s
first reading of other passages from the writings of the prophets. The style is always rich in metaphor and symbol. There is a
grandness about the style. We know, just from the use of language, that great things are afoot!
Have you thought? – Waiting, waiting, waiting …
I’m not a big fan of waiting! Anticipation is pretty good; getting prepared and getting ready are OK, too. But when is comes down
to being all dressed up and ready to go, I’m just hopeless at waiting. If Advent is a time of pointless waiting for Christmas then
we’ve somehow missed the message. Rather than just waiting, Advent is a time of preparation and anticipation. But it’s not just
about anticipating Christmas. That’s part of it, sure. However, Advent is about reminding ourselves that we have a job to do:
preparing for the reign of God – in our lives and in our world.
Different View – We’re doomed! Fundamentalists love readings like this week’s apocalyptic gospel passage. Full of portent
and urgency, it inspires the sort of thinking that says, ‘Repent now, because you could be dead tomorrow!’ It is easy to look at a
passage like this and apply it to the conditions of the world today: everything’s going to rack and ruin; it’s just as the Bible foretold;
the end of the world is just around the corner. But we have to remember that this was written nearly 2,000 years ago! Yes, there is
still urgency! Yes, there is still need for change! But we still have time to get it right.
Questions:
Q. What is your immediate reaction to this gospel passage?
Q. What problems might lie in reading this passage with a literal interpretation?
Q. How does the concept of being a people of Hope sit with this passage?
Q. How can you make the most of this season of Advent?

© Greg Sunter

Sydney’s favourite free Christmas event is once again bringing families and communities together, the FREE
lights of Christmas at St Mary's Cathedral Returns for 2021 Lights of Christmas is renowned as Sydney’s
premier celebration of the festive season, sharing stories of peace, joy and goodwill.

Welcome to 2021

“the Son
of Man
will be
seen,
coming in
a cloud
with
great
_ _ _ _ _
and
glory.”

St Mark’s Church is open with COVID
guidelines. Density limits are still in place.
Bookings not required.
Entry is to QR Code for all, sanitize, wear a
mask and social distance, there will be no
congregational singing.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

