
 

Have you ever seen those pictures of angels? They are like babies with delicate gossamer wings. How sentimental, 
how pathetically trivial, how untrue. Angels are more like the light-swords wielded by Luke Skywalker in Star Wars. 
The good angels are lightning flashes of energy serving God’s purpose in the battle against evil forces which can 
seem to dominate our worlds, private and social.   
 

God loved us into existence in order to share in his life, but there are forces at work trying to frustrate that. There is 
a cosmic-scale battle going on. Who is on our side in that battle? The angels. Who are they? 

They are non-bodily beings of great intelligence and power.  
Those are the angels, and those who have chosen to love and serve God are on our side.  
  

Some are archangels with a cosmic-scale brief. We hear of one in the first reading: ‘Michael, the great Prince who 
stands guard over your people’. Others are our individual Guardian Angels so that when powers of darkness seem to 
engulf us, we can turn to our Guardian Angel and say: ‘Fight for me’, and that light-sword of God will engage in 
battle because that is that sort of angel’s way of serving God.   
 

We could pause a moment to pray, thanking God for the Archangels who guard our church community and for our 
personal Guardian Angels, and asking our Lord Jesus Christ to command those angels to gather us as his chosen to 
share His glory. 
                                  © Fr Michael Tate  
 

Rev Prof Michael Tate graduated in Law from the University of Tasmania in 1968, and in Theology from Oxford University in 1971. He lectured 
at the University of Tasmania from 1972-78, being Dean of the Faculty of Law in 1977-78. He was a Senator for Tasmania from 1978-93, being 
Federal Minister for Justice from 1987-93. He served as Ambassador to The Hague and the Holy See from 1993-96. He then returned to Australia 
and was ordained in May 2000 and has been a parish priest in the Archdiocese of Hobart since then. He is an Honorary Professor of Law at the 
University of Tasmania where he lectures in International Humanitarian Law. 
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.  

Entrance Antiphon                                   Jer 29:11,12,14 

All: The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of 
affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer you, 
and I will lead back your captives from every place. 
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify 
you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 
 

First Reading                     Dn 12:1-3 

A reading from the prophet Daniel 
When that time comes your own people will be spared. 

‘At that time Michael will stand up, the great prince who 
mounts guard over your people. There is going to be a 
time of great distress, unparalleled since nations first 
came into existence. When that time comes, your own 
people will be spared, all those whose names are found 
written in the Book. Of those who lie sleeping in the dust 
of the earth many will awake, some to everlasting life, 
some to shame and everlasting disgrace. The learned will 
shine as brightly as the vault of heaven, and those who 
have instructed many in virtue, as bright as stars for all 
eternity.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm                     Ps 15:5. 8-11. R.v.1 

(R.) Keep me safe, O God: you are my hope    
1. O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; it is you 
yourself who are my prize. I keep the Lord ever in my 
sight: since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. (R.) 
 

2.  And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;  even my 
body shall rest in safety. For you will not leave my soul 
among the dead, nor let your beloved know decay. (R.) 

3.  You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in 
your presence, at your right hand happiness forever.  (R.) 

 

Second Reading              Heb 10:11-14, 18 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
By a single offering he has achieved the eternal perfection of those who are sanctified. 

All the priests stand at their duties every day, offering 
over and over again the same sacrifices which are quite 
incapable of taking sins away. Christ, on the other hand, 
has offered one single sacrifice for sins, and then taken 
his place for ever, at the right hand of God, where he is 
now waiting until his enemies are made into a footstool 
for him. By virtue of that one single offering, he has 
achieved the eternal perfection of all whom he is  
sanctifying. When all sins have been forgiven, there can 
be no more sin offerings. 

 

Gospel                     Mk 13:24-32 

 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
He shall gather his elect from the four winds.  

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after the time 
of distress, the sun will be darkened, the moon will lose 
its brightness, the stars will come falling from heaven 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then 
they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with 
great power and glory; then too he will send the angels 
to gather his chosen from the four winds, from the ends 
of the world to the ends of heaven. 
‘Take the fig tree as a parable: as soon as its twigs grow 
supple and its leaves come out, you know that summer 
is near. So with you, when you see these things hap-
pening: know that he is near, at the very gates. I tell you 
solemnly, before this generation has passed away all 
these things will have taken place. Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
‘But as for that day or hour, nobody knows it, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son; no one but the Father.’ 
Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into 
hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                                      Lk 21:36 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Be watchful, and pray constantly, that you may be 
worthy to stand before the Son of Man. Alleluia.  

      St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  

St Albert the Great is a Doctor of the Church and the patron saint of 
scientists. The native German joined the newly formed Order of 
Preachers (Dominicans) in the early 13th century. He earned a 
doctorate from the University of Paris and taught theology there 
and in Cologne, Germany. 

Albert became known as “Great” because of his intellectual 
abilities; he was a respected philosopher, scientist, theologian and 
teacher, and was well-versed in Arabic culture. One of his students, 
who later became a great friend and built upon his Scholastic 
method, was Thomas Aquinas. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


FIRST RECONCILIATION BLESSING  
 

Prayer and Practice Evening  
Tuesday 16 Nov or Thursday 18 November 

at 4:00pm.   

    We thank God for the gifts he has given us, our  
  family and our friends as we now pray. 

 
 

   

 

Available for $2 from the Church foyer 

In this week’s edition: 
• It’s a miracle! Prayers for Cleo answered, says priest.  
• Dooley’s drops the Catholic label. 
• New lease of life for St Agnes. 
• An exceptional Catholic man. Meet Sydney’s ‘thief of hearts’  

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Presider: As we await the coming of the kingdom of God in 
its fullness, let us bring our needs and the needs of the 
world before the Lord.  
Reader: We pray for world leaders, that they will press 
ahead with the changes necessary to bring global warming 
under control. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader: We pray for all families around the world who live 
in poverty. May you be with them, and help our family to 
always remember to reach out to them. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader: We pray for countries torn apart by civil war and 
unrest, may fighting cease and peace reign.  (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader: We pray for the HSC students that the Holy Spirit 
be their helper and guide them as they sit for their  
examinations, that their families and our community  
continue with practical and prayerful support for them.  
(pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader We pray for the children of our community who will 
be confirmed by the gift of the Holy Spirit, that they may 
always give witness to Christ in their lives.  (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray that those who have gone before us will 
be with Christ for eternity, including those whose names are 
in our parish remembrance book. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Presider: God of power and might, you have created us for 
yourself and called us to fullness of life. Hear our prayers 
that we might be attentive to your voice and always ready to 
serve you in word and deed. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. (pause)  
All:  Amen. 
 

Offertory Antiphon                    Ps 129:1-2 

All:  Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; Lord hear 
my voice.    
All:  Communion Antiphon        Ps 72:28 

To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in God 
the Lord. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 
and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 

Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010  

This week our candidates will celebrate 
their Sacrament of Confirmation. 
Please keep them in your prayers.  

 

Lord, You send out Your Spirit to touch the 
hearts of all people, so that they may believe 

in You and in Jesus whom You sent. 
Look kindly on all candidates for 

Confirmation as they listen to Your voice. 
Open their hearts to your Spirit and bring 
to fulfilment the good work that You have 

begun in them. 
As we prepare these children for Confirmation, make each of 
us an instrument of Your love. Teach us to appreciate what is 

holy in others, and to be patient with what we do not 
understand. 

Deepen our faith in the Gospel and help us to pass it on by 
our example. We pray that You will continue to guide us and 

sustain us, through Christ Our Lord.  
Amen. 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION  

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in 
Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the 
English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy 
Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

She was born in Hungary of Anglo-Saxon and Hungarian 
parents. When William of Normandy conquered England she 
found refuge with King Malcolm III of Scotland, and they were 
married in 1070 and had eight children. She reformed the royal 
court, founded monasteries, and supported major reforms of 
Church life. She died in Edinburgh on 16 November 1093. She 
is remembered for the happiness of her marriage, for her 
devotion to prayer and learning, and especially for her 
generosity to the poor. 

Lord, bless the children of our community  
of St Mark’s preparing for the  
Sacrament of Penance for the first time.  
 

  May they come to you for forgiveness and mercy.  
 May they be filled with confidence and trust in your love.  
 Heal and guide them in the ways of your love and mercy.  
 May their families and this community help them to live their    
Christian lives to the full.  
 We ask this through Christ our Risen Lord.  
                            Amen 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/


 

 

St Canice volunteers:  
For those who are familiar with St Canice's 
Kitchen, St Mark's volunteers have been supplying 
Sunday lunch for those in need at this much-
appreciated Potts Point destination for around three 
decades. Because of recent events, the Sunday 
lunch is no longer a service that they offer.  
 

Instead, they are looking for permanent volunteers 
for a Tuesday lunch shift, 8:30am-1pm, every four 
weeks, starting November 23.  
There is a detailed onboarding process for 
volunteers and new protocols to follow so St Canice 
coordinator Carrie Deane needs any St Mark’s 
Parishioner who wants to volunteer to commit to a 
six-month period and undertake this onboarding 
process before they are able to enter the kitchen 
and serve clients who are required to be doubled-
vaccinated. 
 

If anyone wishes to volunteer for this new Tuesday 
lunch service, please email Carrie directly at 
carrie@caniceskitchen.org and she will fill you in 
on the details. 
 

In the meantime, we still require donations for this 
year's St Canice Christmas Hampers and are 
looking for donations of chocolates, puddings, 
fudges, treats, luxe toiletries, makeup and essential 
apparel such as socks and underpants.  
 

 Donations can be left in the basket on the 
 porch of the parish office, which will be  
  cleared daily until November 28.  

 Prayer for the World Day of the Poor 
Almighty, ever-living God, 

your beloved Son came to us in poverty to win for us the riches 
of eternal life. 

During His time on earth He taught us by word and deed. 
From His death we learned of the immensity of His love; 

from His resurrection we learned how to believe and to trust 
that our lives have purpose from beginning to end. 

 

Help us never to forget that every person  
has value and is loved by You. 

Remind us that, as Your people grow older, 
they do not cease to be people worthy of respect,  

understanding and appreciation. 
Though the eyes of the elderly may grow dim,  

we pray that their vision of everlasting life with You may grow 
ever stronger; though their bodies may become frail, we pray 

that their faith may empower them;  
though their minds may falter, we pray that their memories 

may bring them comfort and peace.  
Lord God, may we never forget your Golden Rule to treat others 

as we would wish to be treated and remember to apply that 
Rule most especially during the golden years of age. 

Save us from falling into the trap of seeing  
the elderly as a burden. 

 

We ask you, Lord God, to help us set aside material wealth 
so as to recognise the spiritual riches of patience, compassion 

and love for all your people. 
As we journey through this life side by side, may we learn to 

support one another with the combined wealth of 
youth, strength, wisdom and experience until we are called to 

the place you have prepared for all those who are poor in spirit 
and rich in love. 

 

We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,  
who lives with You and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

https://donate.vinnies.org.au/christmas-kindness?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI-a_W08eK9AIVAh4rCh2cyA82EAAYASAAEgLlT_D_BwE


PARISH DIARY DATES 

† ROSARY FOR HSC STUDENTS: 14 November  

Pray the Rosary for Year 12 HSC students on 

Sunday at 5:00pm prior to 6:00pm Mass. All families and 

students welcome. Join on Zoom or in St Mark’s Church.  
Meeting ID: 811 5247 1120 | Passcode: 833411 

† CONFIRMATION CELEBRATION:16|17|18|19 November  

Candidates receive their Sacrament of Confirmation  

† FIRST RECONCILIATION PRACTICE : 16|18 November  

Candidates prayer, practice at St Mark’s Church at 
4.00pm. Please arrive 15 minutes prior to start.   

† ROSARY FOR FAITHFUL DEPARTED : 18 November  

Join our zoom to pray the Rosary for Holy Souls in the 

month of November on Thursday at 10:00am.  

† 2021 FIRST RECONCILIATION 1st Rite: 23|25 November  

Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation | Confession) 

† CWL APPEAL : 27 - 28 November  

The Charitable Works Fund Appeal with St Mark’s.  

† VINNIE’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL:  4| 5  & 11 | 12 December  

Support their Christmas Appeal at Masses.  

† ADVENT ‘REJOICE’ MORNING TEA: 12 December   

Rose Sunday Morning Tea following 10:30am Mass.  

† O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL: 17 December   

Christmas Carols in St Mark’s Church at 5.00pm 

† REMINDER: St Canice’s Christmas Hamper Donations  

† WANTED: Volunteers for Ministers of the Word at Mass.  

 

 

This feast celebrates the dedications of two of the four major 
basilicas of Rome. 
 

Saint Peter’s Basilica was originally built in 323 by the emperor 
Constantine.  The basilica was constructed over the tomb of 
Peter the Apostle, the Church’s first Pope.  After standing for 
more than a thousand years, Pope Julius II ordered the building 
to be torn down due to structural concerns.  The construction of 
the new church spanned over 200 years before its completion. It 
was dedicated on Nov. 18, 1626.  It is considered the most 
famous church in Christendom. 
 

Saint Paul´s Basilica is located outside the original walls of Rome. 
It was also originally built by the emperor Constantine though it 
was destroyed by fire in 1823. Donations from around the 
world made the reconstruction possible. Before the completion 
of Saint Peter´s Basilica, St Paul's was the largest church in 
Rome. The Basilica was built over St. Paul´s grave. Pope Pius IX 
consecrated the Basilica in 1854. 

Advent  is coming to   

St  Mark’s 

    A time to Prepare  

St Mark’s Advent a devotional journey to Prepare… 
a four-week  journey that weaves together Scripture, reflections, 

prayer, and interactive moments around the theme of Advent  
 

Wednesday at 7.00pm - Zoom or come in person to the Parish 
Centre begins 24 November 2021 - presented by Sr Jo Brady 

  

Thursday at 10:00am - Zoom or come in person to the Parish 
Centre begins 25 November 2021 - presented by  

Maria Di Giovanni  

All  Welcome - Covid conditions apply  

This year has been a rollercoaster of emotions and challenges, 
especially in light of recent lockdowns. As we hopefully ease 
back into the routines of our lives from the advent of lockdown, 
may we see how our re-emergence into new life mirrors the 
Advent season as we await the birth of the Saviour. God chose 
Mary to give birth to Jesus, and Christ has chosen us as his 
dwelling when we meditate on his Word and receive him in the 
Eucharist. 
As we countdown the days to Christmas during these difficult 
times, we pray that by meditating on God’s Word with Advent 
and Christmas reflections, you may be graced with moments of 
silence to ponder in your heart (cf. Lk 2:19) the many “blessings” 
in your life - inspiring you in your call to “blessedness” (that is, 
“holiness”) where true happiness is gained  
(cf. Pope Francis, Gaudete et exsultate, 64). 



 

 

 

  Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Parish Secretary: Vicki Anderson  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

 
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick 
and vulnerable members of our community: Fr John Iacono,  

Bob Favorito, Vince De Giovanni, Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan, 
Rocco Zoccali, Gemma Tambasco, Patricia Ficarra, Meagan 
Ficarra, Wendy Madden, Heather Burbidge, Jean Boccalatte, 
Carolina Bastoni, Lina Giannandrea and all our St. Mark’s 
Parish community members who are unwell at this time. 

 

Recently Deceased and all our Anniversaries we 
remember  this November the month of the Holy Souls. 

  

November is the month of the Holy Souls. During this month 
we pray especially for our departed friends and loved ones who 

are making their journey towards the eternal light of God.  
 

Our prayer, and especially our greatest prayer - the Mass - is 
offered daily for all souls on their journey to Heaven.  

 

Throughout November we celebrate the memory of our 
deceased family, friends, parishioners, neighbours, locally, 

nationally and globally.  

May they rest in peace.  

 

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Hosted by Maria  

November Mass Offerings: 
 

During the month of November, St Mark’s Prayer Group will 
offer the Rosary for all departed souls.  

Join on Zoom Thursday 18th November at 10:00am  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?

pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09 
Meeting ID: 858 9450 4698 

Passcode: 574385 
 

To include your remembrance in all Masses during the month 
envelopes are available in the Church foyer and can be returned 

to the Parish office mailbox or placed in the collection bowls.  

Thank you for using your phone to QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
Monday & Friday 8:00am  

Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  
Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am  
 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am | 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

COVID conditions and density limits apply for entry.  

 

 

 

 

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

St Mary’s Cathedral at 5.00pm  
The Cathedral will be lit in red  

Wednesday 24 November 2021  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09


 

The Parish Pastoral Council welcome you back to the 
Parish and COVID permitting invite you to our 

following events.   

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Sunday 12 December 2021 
“Rejoice” Rose Sunday Morning Tea  

following 10:30am Mass  
 

Friday 17 December 2021 
Christmas at St Mark’s   
O Come All Ye Faithful 

Carols in the Church at 5.00pm  

Gospel Reflection: The whole of chapter 13 in the Gospel of Mark is devoted to a discourse about the future. In the section  
preceding this week’s passage, Jesus has foretold the destruction of the Temple and the fall of Jerusalem. He has also predicted 
war on a massive scale and the persecution of his followers. Now, in this passage, Jesus predicts the return of the Son of Man 
and the fulfilment of the kingdom of God.  
Why does the gospel include such an extended description of the collapse of the world as it was? Because that’s exactly what 
was going on around the community of this gospel writer! This gospel is understood to have been written somewhere in the period 
70-75 CE. In the year 70 CE the city of Jerusalem was besieged by Roman troops who stormed the city and destroyed it. As a 
sign of complete disdain for the people of Jerusalem and a mark of overwhelming victory, the Romans burnt and completely  
destroyed the Temple in the heart of Jerusalem. For the entire Jewish community, this was absolute devastation. The destruction 
of the Temple surely marked the coming of the end times – the day of judgment and completion of this world. The community 
gathered around this gospel writer were no less affected. On top of this, the Roman Emperors were reaching new heights (or 
depths) in their persecution of the followers of Jesus.  
In the midst of this despair and fear, the followers of Jesus are challenged to remember the teachings of the one they follow. This 
passage is written for them as an encouragement to not give up in the face of what appears to be overwhelming odds. It is a call 
to hope. Although we can understand the context in which it was originally written, we are also challenged to apply its message of 
hope and perseverance to our own lives. 
Historical Context – 70 CE: In 66 CE a Jewish revolt against Roman occupation began in Caesarea and soon spread to most 
of the country. By the year 68 the sheer weight of Roman numbers had stamped out a lot of the rebellion. The leaders of the  
revolt rallied again in Jerusalem and in the year 70 the Roman armies laid siege to the city for several months. Finally, Titus, the 
emperor Vespasian’s son, led an assault on the city and the Romans ransacked and burnt the entire city. The treasures of the 
Temple were looted and the Temple itself – the very centre of Jewish religion – was destroyed. 
Living the Gospel – People of Hope: Whilst the community who were the intended audience of the Gospel of Mark were  
expecting the return of Jesus and the end times to occur during their lifetimes, nearly two thousand years later we realise that 
wasn’t the case. Today, as in Mark’s time, many people approach the future and change with fear and apprehension. As Christian 
people we are called to be optimistic and hopeful as we approach the future. We know that God is good, that God loves us  
unconditionally and that God has a dream for us. That is the simple basis of Christian hope. 
Gospel Focus – Eschatology: Theologians refer to beliefs about the future and the end times of the world as ‘eschatology’. 
The word itself comes from two Greek words meaning ‘last’ and ‘discourse’ – basically meaning talking about the end. In Christian 
tradition, eschatology concerns many different concepts: the end of the world; the return of Jesus; the Last Judgment; the  
fulfilment of the Messianic prophecy; the accomplishment of the kingdom of God. These eschatological events are sometimes 
simply referred to as ‘the end times’ or ‘the last things’. The whole of Mark Ch 13 – from which this gospel passage comes – is 
referred to as an eschatological discourse by Jesus. 
Questions: 
Q. Why was a belief that Jesus’ return was imminent so strong among early Christians? 

Q. Do historical events around the time of its writing help explain why Mark’s gospel was the first written? 

Q. How can a Christian community maintain hope and counteract despair about the future? 

Q. How do you demonstrate hopefulness in your life?                   © Greg Sunter 



Welcome to 2021  

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  (02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 

St Mark’s Church is open with COVID guidelines. 
  

Due to density, numbers will be restricted  
(based on first-come entry).  

Bookings not required entry on first - come.  
 

Entry will be to QR, sanitize, wear a mask and social distance,  
there will be no congregational singing. 

  

Those unvaccinated are asked to consider the risk to themselves and 
hence, to family and friends, of attending Church.  
For vaccinated worshippers, the risks are far less.  

Mass - on - demand will still be available to view weekly on our 
Parish You Tube Channel or website.  

 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

