Jesus does not command us to love ‘God’ in the abstract. Teaching Jew to Jew he says: ‘You shall love the Lord
your God’ – the Lord who had rescued the Jewish people from slavery. So, commanding a love which responds to
an initiative of Divine Love.
Why wouldn’t one respond ‘heart, mind, strength, soul’ in gratitude for the gift of life itself, for some particular
person or incident, for the beauty and grandeur of nature, for rescue from some situation which seemed to engulf
us? And if the Lord God loved you in such a way, why wouldn’t you love yourself?
Then you can properly ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’. There is nothing sentimental in his teaching from
Leviticus 19:18 and the preceding verses. Jesus was pointing to the system of social justice which looked after the
poor and which did not exploit workers. It is up to us as global citizens of the 21st century to recognise as
‘neighbours’ those beyond our borders and to love them in the practical ‘Levitical’ way.
Fulfilling the Dual Command, we guard against the extremes of religious piety or social activism and become
Christian humanists loving God and neighbour.
We might pause a moment to pray in responsive gratitude to the Lord God, and to commit ourselves to loving our
neighbour, hoping to hear the words of Jesus Christ:

‘You are not far from the Kingdom of God.’
© Fr Michael Tate
Rev Prof Michael Tate graduated in Law from the University of Tasmania in 1968, and in Theology from Oxford University in 1971. He
lectured at the University of Tasmania from 1972-78, being Dean of the Faculty of Law in 1977-78. He was a Senator for Tasmania from 197893, being Federal Minister for Justice from 1987-93. He served as Ambassador to The Hague and the Holy See from 1993-96. He then returned
to Australia and was ordained in May 2000 and has been a parish priest in the Archdiocese of Hobart since then. He is an Honorary Professor of
Law at the University of Tasmania where he lectures in International Humanitarian Law.

Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Ps 87:3
All: Let my prayer come into your presence. Incline your
ear to my cry for help, O Lord.
Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify
you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.
First Reading
A reading from the first book of the Kings

1 Kgs 17:10-16

The widow made a little scone from her flour meal and brought it to Elijah.

Elijah the Prophet went off to Sidon. And when he reached
the city gate, there was a widow gathering sticks;
addressing her he said, ‘Please bring a little water in a
vessel for me to drink.’ She was setting off to bring it when
he called after her. ‘Please’ he said, ‘bring me a scrap of
bread in your hand.’ ‘As the Lord your God lives’, she
replied, ‘I have no baked bread, but only a handful of meal
in a jar and a little oil in a jug; I am just gathering a stick or
two to go and prepare this for myself and my son to eat,
and then we shall die.’ But Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be
afraid, go and do as you have said; but first make a little
scone of it for me and bring it to me, and then make some
for yourself and for your son. For thus the Lord speaks,
the God of Israel: “Jar of meal shall not be spent, jug of oil
shall not be emptied, before the day when the Lord sends
rain on the face of the earth.”’
The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they ate
the food, she, himself and her son. The jar of meal was
not spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had
foretold through Elijah.
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 145:7-10. R.v.2
(R.) Praise the Lord, my soul!
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith forever who is just to
those who are oppressed. It is he who gives bread to the
hungry, the Lord who sets prisoners free. (R.)
2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, who raises up
those who are bowed down. It is the Lord who loves the
just, the Lord who protects the stranger. (R.)
3. The Lord upholds the widow and orphan but thwarts
the path of the wicked. The Lord will reign for ever, Zion’s
God, from age to age. (R.)

St. Mark’s Parish:
United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

Second Reading
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

Heb 9:24-28

Christ offered himself only once to take the faults of many on himself.

It is not as though Christ had entered a man-made
sanctuary which was only modelled on the real one; but
it was heaven itself, so that he could appear in the
actual presence of God on our behalf. And he does not
have to offer himself again and again, like the high priest
going into the sanctuary year after year with the blood
that is not his own, or else he would have had to suffer
over and over again since the world began. Instead of
that, he has made his appearance once and for all, now
at the end of the last age, to do away with sin by
sacrificing himself. Since men only die once, and after
that comes judgement, so Christ, too, offers himself only
once to take the faults of many on himself, and when he
appears a second time, it will not be to deal with sin but
to reward with salvation those who are waiting for him.
Gospel Acclamation

Mt 5:3

Alleluia, alleluia!

Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is
theirs. Alleluia.

Gospel
Mk 12:38-44
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
This poor widow has put more in than all who contributed.

In his teaching Jesus said, ‘Beware of the scribes who
like to walk about in long robes, to be greeted
obsequiously in the market squares, to take the front
seats in the synagogues and the places of honour at
banquets; these are the men who swallow the property
of widows, while making a show of lengthy prayers. The
more severe will be the sentence they receive.’
He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the
people putting money into the treasury, and many of the
rich put in a great deal. A poor widow came and put in
two small coins, the equivalent of a penny. Then he
called to his disciples and said to them, ‘I tell you
solemnly, this poor widow has put more in than all who
have contributed to the treasury; for they have all put in
money they had over, but she from the little she had has
put in everything she possessed, all she had to live on.’
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into
hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.
Amen.

FIRST RECONCILIATION BLESSING
Prayers of the Faithful:
Presider: The Lord is our light and our help, so let us bring
all our needs in humility and faith.
Reader: We pray for Pope Francis and all Christian
leaders, that they may be effective in helping the world to
achieve peace and eliminate the pandemic. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all those who minister in the name of
Jesus, may they be strengthened with wisdom and
understanding and protected from every evil. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those who are sick, lonely, or
oppressed that they may be strengthened by God’s help
and aided by their loved ones. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those facing poverty and
homelessness that we may use our gifts to help them to
carry their crosses. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader We pray for the children preparing for their First
Reconciliation that parents, through their example and
participation with zoom sessions, may provide good
examples to their children and encourage their spiritual
development. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: We pray for the recently deceased and for those
whose anniversaries we recall at this time. May they rejoice
in God’s presence forever. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Presider: In the light of faith and hope we know that you
grant our needs through the power of the Spirit and in the
name of Christ our Lord. (pause)
All: Amen.

This week they begin their third session
learning about
Forgiving and being Forgiven.
We thank God for the gifts he has given us, our
family and our friends as we now pray.
Lord, bless the children of our community
of St Mark’s preparing for the Sacrament of
Penance for the first time.
May they come to you for forgiveness and mercy.
May they be filled with confidence
and trust in your love.
Heal and guide them in the ways of
your love and mercy.
May their families and this community
help them to live their Christian lives to the full.
We ask this through Christ our Risen Lord.
Amen

SACRAMENT OF
CONFIRMATION
This week our Confirmation
candidates prepare and practice on
Tuesday or Thursday evening at
5.00pm for their celebration next
week.
The Sacrament of Penance
(Reconciliation | Confession)
will be offered following practice in
preparation to receive the Holy Spirit.
Candidates are asked to return their
Activity books on the evening along
with their commitment card.

Offertory Antiphon
Ps 118:133
All: Direct my steps, O Lord, according to your word, and
let no iniquity have dominion over me, O Lord my God.
All: Communion Antiphon
Cf. Ps 22:1-2
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me
repose, near restful waters he leads me.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967
and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in
Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the
English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy
Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Available for $2 from the Church foyer

Advent is such a busy time of year and we so easily forget
that - at its heart - it is meant to be a time of preparation,
waiting and hope for the coming of Jesus into our world
and lives. St Mark’s Advent Program this year will provide
our parishioners with opportunities to gather and reflect.
Schedule of timings and details in next week’s bulletin.

In this week’s edition:
• Archbishop slams Victorian laws: ‘It’s another attack on religions’
• Our heroic frontline healthworkers: Meet some of those fighting Covid
• Work from home? New realities also bring new challenges
• Faith’s no obstacle to politics: Kristina Keneally on Premier Perrottet

“Praise be to you, my Lord.” “LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” - “Praise be to you, my Lord.”
These are the words that open Pope Francis’ encyclical on ecology and care for God’s creation.
These words, quoting St. Francis of Assisi’s beautiful canticle, remind us that our common home is like a sister with
whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us. Pope Francis’ encyclical letter
Laudato Si’ was released in June 2015. Years later, Pope Francis invited all Catholics and people of good will to
celebrate its anniversary by protecting families and future generations through action to care for our common home.

Here are themes that Pope Francis highlighted in Laudato Si’ which require our response.
• A Moral and Spiritual Challenge. The ecological crisis, Pope Francis writes, is a summons to profound interior
conversion - to renew our relationships with God, one another, and the created world.
• Care for God’s Creation. God created the world and entrusted it to us as a gift. Now we have the responsibility to
care for and protect it and all people, who are part of creation. Protecting human dignity is strongly linked to care
for creation.
• We are All Connected. We are connected to the rest of the human family, to the created world, and to those who
will come after us in future generations.
• Impact on the Poor. People in poverty have contributed to climate change, yet they are disproportionately impacted
by it. As a result of excessive use of natural resource by nations, those who are poor experience pollution, lack of
access to clean water, hunger, and more.

• Called to Solidarity. We are one human family and have a shared responsibility for others and for creation.
Countries have a responsibility to reduce consumption of non-renewal resources and should help poorer nations
develop in sustainable ways.
• Technological and economic development must serve human beings and enhance human dignity, instead of
creating an economy of exclusion, so that all people have access to what is needed for authentic human
development.
• Supporting Life, Protecting Creation. Concern for nature is incompatible with failure to protect vulnerable human
beings, such as unborn children, people with disabilities, or victims of human trafficking.
• A Time to Act. Pope Francis calls for a change in lifestyle and consumption. We can make important changes as
individuals, families, and communities, and as civil and political leaders.
• Hope and Joy. “Injustice is not invincible” (no. 74) and we act knowing that we seek to live out God’s vision of
renewed relationships with God, ourselves, one another, and creation.

PARISH DIARY DATES
† ROSARY FOR FAITHFUL DEPARTED : 10 November

Join our zoom to pray the Rosary for Holy Souls in the
month of November on Thursday at 10:00am.
† 2021 FIRST RECONCILIATION: 9 | 11 November

Preparation Zoom session 3 is held this week on
Tuesday or Thursday evenings.
† 2021 CONFIRMATION PRACTICE: 9 | 11 November

Candidates prayer, practice and receive the
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 5:00pm.
† 2021 FIRST RECONCILIATION: 16 | 18 November

Prayer, Practice evening at 4.00pm
Pray the Rosary for
Year 12 HSC students
on

Sunday 14 November 2021
at 5:00pm
prior to 6:00pm Mass

All families and
students are welcome to join
at
St Mark’s Church
or on Zoom
Meeting ID: 811 5247 1120
Passcode: 833411

† CONFIRMATION CELEBRATION:16|17|18|19 November

Candidates receive their Sacrament of Confirmation
† 2021 FIRST RECONCILIATION 1st Rite: 23|25 November
Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation | Confession)
† CWL APPEAL : 27 - 28 November

The Charitable Works Fund Appeal with St Mark’s.
† ADVENT REFLECTION PROGRAM: 28 November - 19 Dec

Stayed tuned for program updates at the Parish Centre
or join via zoom online.
† VINNIE’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL: 4| 5 & 11 | 12 December

Support their Christmas Appeal at Masses.
† ADVENT ‘REJOICE’ MORNING TEA: 12 December

Rose Sunday Morning Tea following 10:30am Mass.

St Canice volunteers:
For those who are familiar with St Canice's Kitchen,
St Mark's volunteers have been supplying Sunday lunch
for those in need at this much-appreciated Potts Point
destination for around three decades. Because of recent
events, the Sunday lunch is no longer a service that they
offer.
Instead, they are looking for permanent volunteers for
a Tuesday lunch shift, 8:30am-1pm, every four weeks,
starting November 23.
There is a detailed onboarding process for volunteers
and new protocols to follow so St Canice coordinator
Carrie Deane needs any St Mark’s Parishioner who
wants to volunteer to commit to a six-month period and
undertake this onboarding process before they are able
to enter the kitchen and serve clients who are required
to be doubled-vaccinated.
If anyone wishes to volunteer for this new Tuesday
lunch service, please email Carrie directly at
carrie@caniceskitchen.org and she will fill you in on
the details.
In the meantime, we still require donations for this
year's St Canice Christmas Hampers and are looking for
donations of chocolates, puddings, fudges, treats, luxe
toiletries, makeup and essential apparel such as socks
and underpants. Donations can be left in the basket on
the porch of the parish office, which will be cleared
daily until November 28.

† O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL: 17 December

Christmas Carols in St Mark’s Church at 5.00pm

Welcome back to St Mark’s Church
As parishioners we ask you to assist our Parish to comply with
the NSW Government Health Orders and Archdiocese
orders for COVID - 19.
All attendees at Masses are to.
†QR Code on entry.
†Parishioners are to wear a face Mask while attending Mass
unless they provide an exemption.
†All parishioners are asked to sanitize on arrival at Mass.
†Masses are limited to 80 parishioners due to the 4sqm ruling Doors will be closed once limit is reached.
†Parishioners are asked to maintain social distancing at all
times.
†Parishioners are asked to limit their touch points throughout
the Church.
†Parishioners are asked to wipe down their own area following
Mass and dispose of wipe in bin in Church foyer.
†Parishioners are asked to take home their Bulletin. PLEASE DO
NOT RETURN IT TO THE BULLETIN BOX.
†Parishioners are asked to not mingle outside following Mass
and to maintain social distancing at all times.
†The Church is open 30 minutes prior to Mass services for
prayer and visits.

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick
and vulnerable members of our community: Fr John Iacono,
Bob Favorito, Vince De Giovanni, Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan,
Rocco Zoccali, Gemma Tambasco, Patricia Ficarra, Meagan
Ficarra, Wendy Madden, Heather Burbidge, Jean Boccalatte,
Carolina Bastoni, Lina Giannandrea and all our St. Mark’s
Parish community members who are unwell at this time.

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am | 10:30am & 6:00pm
COVID conditions and density limits apply for entry.

Recently Deceased and all our Anniversaries we
remember this November the month of the Holy Souls.
November is the month of the Holy Souls. During this month
we pray especially for our departed friends and loved ones who
are making their journey towards the eternal light of God.
Our prayer, and especially our greatest prayer - the Mass - is
offered daily for all souls on their journey to Heaven.
Throughout November we celebrate the memory of our
deceased family, friends, parishioners, neighbours, locally,
nationally and globally.

May they rest in peace.

Hosted by Maria

AN INVITATION THAT NEVER ENDS
†Have

November Mass Offerings:
During the month of November, St Mark’s Prayer Group will
offer the Rosary for all departed souls.
Join on Zoom Thursday 11th & 18th November at 10:00am
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?
pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
Meeting ID: 858 9450 4698
Passcode: 574385
To include your remembrance in all Masses during the month
and to be included in the St Mark’s Remembrance book,
envelopes are now available to collect from the Church foyer.
Please PRINT CLEARLY so all names can be understood.
Envelopes can be returned to the Parish office mailbox or placed
in the collection bowls.

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

you been worshiping with us,
but never officially taken the step to
become Catholic?
†Have you been away from the
Church, and have now returned, but
want to know more?
†Have you been a Catholic all your
life, but never celebrated all the Sacraments of Initiation.
(Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist)?
†Have you been baptised; but have not received the sacraments of
Confirmation and/or Holy Communion?
†Have you joined us from a different background and would like to
find out more about the Catholic Church?
If you (“or someone you know”) answers YES to any of these
questions, you are invited to find out more. It is a journey that begins
with your questions. There is no obligation to join us as you discover
more about your Catholic faith. The decision is ultimately yours to
discern if this is to be your spiritual home.
Contact our Pastoral Associate: pa@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

On behalf of the Catholic community of St. Marks,
we look forward to welcoming you.

Parish Priest: Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV
Priest in Residence: Fr Denis Minns OP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Thank you for using your phone to QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.

Gospel Reflection: We would normally hear or read the second half of this week’s gospel as a stand alone example of
generosity and faith – often without the section that immediately precedes it. Whilst the actions of the widow are certainly worthy
of comment, when we read it in the context of the condemnation that immediately precedes it, the widow’s offering is placed in a
different light. Jesus condemns the scribes who parade their wealth and seek trappings of earthly power and glory: being
recognised and greeted as they walk the streets; taking the front seats in synagogue; and expecting to be seated in the place of
honour at banquets. Whilst parading their wealth and feasting at banquets, they are also swallowing up the property of widows –
taking advantage of those in need. We often hear widows and orphans named in the scriptures as those in need. Widows and
orphans (and strangers in the land) are marked out for special attention in the Torah. They are named as deserving of special
care – the lost and broken of society. So despite holding a special place in Jewish Law and tradition, the widows are being taken
advantage of by the scribes, who are taking over their property for their own gain. One of the duties of the scribes was to
administer the proper payment of Temple taxes. The treasury referred to in the passage is the Temple treasury. Rather than a
great act of generosity, we can now see the widow’s payment of Temple tax as a burdensome, heart-wrenching obligation to pay
the very last coins she had to a corrupt, uncaring system. We usually read praise into Jesus’ comments about the widow’s
offering, but it can also be read as moral outrage at the system that demands this woman pay all that she possesses to the
Temple.
Have you thought? What’s in a word? It’s interesting that we have traditionally read Jesus’ comments about the widow’s
offering as praise and perhaps even some pride in her actions. Nothing in the words themselves give away Jesus’ emotion. Try
reading Jesus’ words with a variety of different emotions: anger; sadness; joy; triumph; dismay. How does the emotion with which
we read these words change our understanding of them? Can you think of other passages that could be read in a whole new light
if we changed our preconceived ideas about the emotion with which Jesus spoke?
Living the Gospel – Hypocrisy: Throughout the gospels, what Jesus appears to abhor more than anything else is hypocrisy.
His harshest condemnation of the scribes and the Pharisees is that they are hypocrites. In this passage, whilst Jesus hates the
scribes’ parading around and claiming honour that is not their due, what really sees him condemn them is their mistreatment of
widows ‘while making a show of lengthy prayers’. We cannot praise God in prayer while at the same time mistreating our
neighbour. That is hypocrisy! Our actions are an extension of our prayer. We cannot celebrate the Eucharist on Sundays and fail
to live it the rest of the week!
Historical Context – The Widow: In ancient Jewish culture, until a woman was married she was literally the property of her
father. Upon marrying, the woman left her family and became part of her husband’s family and became specifically the property of
her husband. If the woman’s husband were to die, leaving her a widow, she no longer had anywhere to belong. Because a
woman’s identity was based on which man she belonged to, she effectively ceased to belong anywhere. It is for this reason that
the Torah names widows as deserving of special care and protection from the whole community.
Questions:
Q. Has this week’s reflection changed your ideas about this passage?
Q. Why does Jesus promise such a severe sentence for the scribes?
Q. What group in our society is the equivalent of the ‘widows’ of Jesus’ time?
Q. How do you think the disciples reacted to Jesus’ comment about the widow?

© Greg Sunter

The Parish Pastoral Council welcome you back to the
Parish and COVID permitting invite you to our
following events.

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday 12 December 2021
“Rejoice” Rose Sunday Morning Tea
following 10:30am Mass
Friday 17 December 2021
Christmas at St Mark’s
O Come All Ye Faithful
Carols in the Church at 5.00pm

STAY TUNED FOR UPDATES

Welcome to 2021

St Mark’s Church is open with COVID guidelines.
Due to density, numbers will be restricted
to the 4m2 rule, (based on first-come entry).
Bookings not required entry on first - come.
80 persons per Mass (all ages)
Entry will be to QR, sanitize, wear a mask and social distance,
there will be no congregational singing.
Those unvaccinated are asked to consider the risk to themselves and
hence, to family and friends, of attending Church.
For vaccinated worshippers, the risks are far less.
Mass - on - demand will still be available to view weekly on our Parish
You Tube Channel or website.
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

