The lectionary for today offers a choice of three gospel readings: Mt 11:25-30 – revelation of the Father through the
Son; Mk 15:33-39, 16:1-6 – the crucifixion and resurrection; and Lk 7:11-17 the widow of Nain’s son raised from the
dead. None of the readings deal directly with the question of what happens when we die but each of them addresses
the revelation of God as a God of faithfulness, compassion and love. This faithfulness and compassionate love of God
is celebrated on the feast of All Souls because we remember that the invitation of God is extended to all people that
they might enter into the kingdom of heaven.
The passage from the gospel of Luke about the widow of Nain is particularly revealing of the compassion of God. The
event takes place at the town gates. Just as Jesus is entering, the funeral bier of a young man is passing out through
the gates. There are a ‘considerable number of the townspeople’ with the grieving mother and we assume that they
are there to mourn her son and give comfort to his mother. However, the woman is a widow and the young man was
her only son. As a woman with no means of male support, the crowd may have been actually making sure that she left
the town rather than mourning her loss. We are told Jesus ‘felt sorry for her’ – not sorry for her loss, but sorry for her.
When he raised the young man, ‘Jesus gave him to his mother.’ By giving her son life, Jesus also gave the woman a
new life. With a son, she would again be welcome in the town and not forced outside the walls to fend for herself.
The message of God that all are welcome is enacted through Jesus as he makes sure that the woman is not excluded
from the town because of her dependence on others.
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Questions?
Q. In what ways can this gospel passage be read as a story of inclusion and compassion?
Q. Why are the feasts of All Saints and All Hallows important in the Catholic tradition?
Q. How do you seek to maintain the legacy/inspiration left by a deceased family member or friend?
Q. In what ways might a Christian approach death differently from a person with no religious belief?

God of Mercy
“ If today we are remembering these brothers and sisters of ours
Forgive the faults which the
who lived before us and are now in heaven, they are there because
Holy Souls may have committed.
they were washed in the Blood of Christ, that is our hope, and
Enter not into judgement with them,
this hope does not disappoint. If we live our lives with the Lord, he
but turn
will never disappoint us.” Pope Francis
Thy Merciful Eyes
From their sins.
Thine Altar
In order that any stain of sin which
may not have been expiated during
their life,
Should be washed away.
Amen
https://wecan.be/

Entrance Antiphon
Cf. 6 Esdr 2: 34:35
All: Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
First Reading
A reading from the book of Wisdom

Wis 3:1-6. 9

He accepted them as a holocaust.

The souls of the virtuous are in the hands of God, no
torment shall ever touch them.
In the eyes of the unwise, they did appear to die, their
going looked like a disaster, their leaving us, like
annihilation; but they are in peace.
If they experienced punishment as men see it, their hope
was rich with immortality; slight was their affliction, great
will their blessing be. God has put them to the test and
proved them worthy to be with him; he has tested them like
gold in a furnace, and accepted them as a holocaust.
They who trust in him will understand the truth, those who
are faithful will live with him in love; for grace and mercy
await those he has chosen.
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 26:1. 4. 7-9. 13-14. R v.1. Alt. R v.13
(R.) The Lord is my light and my salvation.
1. The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall I fear?The
Lord is the stronghold of my life; before whom shall I
shrink? (R.)
2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I long, to live
in the house of the Lord, all the days of my life, to
savour the sweetness of the Lord, to behold his temple.(R.)
3. O Lord, hear my voice when I call; have mercy and
answer. It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; hide not your
face. (R.)
4. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of
the living. Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. Hope in
the Lord! (R.)

Second Reading
Rom 6:3-4. 8-9
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
Let us walk in newness of life.

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were baptised
in his death; in other words, when we were baptised we
went into the tomb with him and joined him in death, so
that as Christ was raised from the dead by the Father’s
glory, we too might live a new life.
But we believe that having died with Christ we shall return
to life with him: Christ, as we know, having been raised
from the dead will never die again. Death has no power
over him any more.
Gospel Acclamation

Jn 6:39

This is the will of my Father, says the Lord,
that all who believe in the Son will have
eternal life and I will raise them to life again
on the last day.
The month of November is dedicated to remember
the Holy Souls of those who have died.
St Mark’s Book of Remembrance is displayed during
the month with all Masses dedicated to the
faithful departed.

Gospel
Mt 11:25-30
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
You have hidden these things from the learned and have revealed them to children.

Jesus exclaimed, ‘I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven
and of earth, for hiding these things from the learned
and the clever and revealing them to mere children.
Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased you to do. Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father; and no
one knows the Son except the Father, just as no one
knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the
Son chooses to reveal him.
‘Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened,
and I will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is easy and my
burden light.’
Prayers of the Faithful:
Presider: Trusting in the abounding and everlasting
grace of God, our Father, let us confidently place our
needs
before the Lord.
Reader: We pray for God’s holy church, may it be a sign
of hope for those who are despairing and a refuge for all
who mourn. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for leaders of nations, may they work
together to bring an end to the production of chemical
and nuclear weapons. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those who are approaching the
hour of death, with trust in God’s mercy and confidence
in his love, may they know the peace that surpasses
understanding. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all gathered here, in praying for the
souls of the dead may we recommit ourselves to lives of
holiness and service. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader We pray for those who have died will dwell
forever with the Lord. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Presider: Ever-living God, you sent your son, Jesus, to
reveal to us your will that he “not lose anything” given
into his hand, but instead “should raise it on the last
day.” Hear our prayers that with trust in your promises,
we might comfort those who grieve and joyfully await the
day of your coming. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
(pause)
All: Amen.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. Jn 11:25-26
All: I am the Resurrection and the Life, says the Lord.
Whoever believes in me, even though he dies, will live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me will not die
for ever.
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‘ Fire will test the quality of each persons work….If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be
saved - even though only as one escaping through the flames.’ (I Corinthians 3:13—15)

Prayer for - Sunday
O Lord God Almighty, I pray Thee, by the Precious
Blood which Thy Divine Son Jesus shed in the garden,
deliver the souls in Purgatory and especially that soul
amongst them all who is most destitute of spiritual
aid - and vouchsafe to bring it to Thy glory, there to
praise and bless Thee for ever.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them, may they rest in peace.
Amen.

Prayer for - Monday
O Lord God Almighty, I pray Thee, by the Precious
Blood which Thy Divine Son Jesus shed in His cruel
scourging, deliver the souls in Purgatory and that
soul especially amongst them all which is nearest to its
entrance into Thy glory; that so it may forthwith
begin to praise and bless Thee for ever.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them, may they rest in peace.
Amen.

Prayer for - Tuesday
O Lord God Almighty, I pray Thee, by the Precious
Blood which Thy Divine Son Jesus shed in His bitter
crowning with thorns, deliver the Souls in Purgatory,
and especially that one amongst them all which would
be the last to depart out of these pains, that it may not
tarry so long a time before it comes to praise Thee in
Thy glory and bless Thee for ever.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them, may they rest in peace.
Amen.

Prayer for - Wednesday
O Lord God Almighty, I pray Thee, by the Precious Blood
which Thy Divine Son Jesus shed in the streets of
Jerusalem when He carried the cross upon His sacred
shoulders, deliver the souls in Purgatory and especially
that soul which is richest in merits before Thee; that so,
in that throne of glory which awaits it, it may magnify
Thee and bless Thee for ever.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them, may they rest in peace.
Amen.

Prayer for - Thursday
O Lord God Almighty, I pray Thee by the Precious Body
and Blood of Thy Divine Son Jesus, which He gave with
His own hands upon the eve of His Passion to His
beloved apostles to be their meat and drink, and which
He left to His whole Church to be a perpetual sacrifice
and the life-giving food of His own faithful people,
deliver the souls in Purgatory and especially that one
which was most devoted to this Mystery of infinite
love, that it may with the same
Thy Divine Son, and with
The Holy Spirit, ever praise
Thee for Thy love therein in eternal glory.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them,
may they rest in peace.
Amen.

Prayer for - Friday
O Lord God Almighty, I pray Thee, by the Precious Blood
which Thy Divine Son Jesus shed upon the wood of the
cross, especially from His most sacred Hands and Feet,
deliver the souls in Purgatory, and especially that soul for
which I am most bound to pray; that no neglect of mine
may hinder it from praising
Thee in Thy glory and blessing
Thee for ever.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them,
may they rest in peace.
Amen.

Prayer for - Saturday
O Lord God Almighty, I beseech Thee, by the Precious
Blood which gushed forth from the Side of Thy Divine
Son Jesus, in the sight of, and to the extreme pain of His
most holy Mother, Mary, deliver the souls in Purgatory,
and especially that one amongst them all which was the
most devote to her; that it may soon attain unto Thy
glory, there to praise Thee in her and her in
Thee world without end.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them,
may they rest in peace.
Amen.
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Welcome to 2021

What glory awaits!
What joy and peace!
Today, let us pray for those who have died.
Let us ask for the intercession of those who are in
the Kingdom for our
faithful departed and for ourselves.
May we never lose sight of our destiny.
St Mark’s Church is open with COVID guidelines.
Due to density, numbers will be restricted
to the 4m2 rule, (based on first-come entry).
Bookings not required entry on first - come.
80 persons per Mass (all ages)
Entry will be to QR, sanitize, wear a mask and social distance,
there will be no congregational singing.
Those unvaccinated are asked to consider the risk to themselves and
hence, to family and friends, of attending Church.
For vaccinated worshippers, the risks are far less.
Mass - on - demand will still be available to view weekly on our
Parish You Tube Channel or website.
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

