Saints are sometimes regarded as ‘Catholic superheroes’.
Stories of miraculous and remarkable deeds abound, though more in the vein of conversions and cures than speeding
bullets and tall buildings. But to get caught up on the Saints of the stained glass windows is to overlook the vast
majority of saints. You see, a saint is anybody whose soul is in heaven. The Church celebrates a certain number of
Saints whose lives provide a glimpse of God for the rest of the Church. But there are many, many more saints whose
glimpse of God was only ever experienced by their family, friends and those with whom they worked. The feast of ALL
Saints is an opportunity to remember and reflect on the lives of those saints who’ve been known and loved by just a
few and whose sphere of influence was such that they will never be recognised as Saints by the universal Church.
Today’s gospel, the Beatitudes, from the Sermon on the Mount describes perfectly those ‘lower case s’ saints we
celebrate in this feast day. The Beatitudes are sometimes referred to in parallel with the Ten Commandments.
However, the Beatitudes are not ‘rules’ or ‘instructions’ for life as the Commandments are. They are more in line with
a strategy that today we would call ‘positive reinforcement’. They celebrate those who respond to God’s call through
particular attitudes towards life and towards others. Jesus presents them to the disciples and the crowd as images to
inspire imitation. They’re not hard and fast rules for life, but attitudes for life; the Be-Attitudes, so to speak. Those
who live with these attitudes in this life are to be celebrated – ‘ Happy are you’ – for they will be saints.
They will be welcomed into communion with God in heaven.
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Questions?
Why do you think Jesus might have presented the Beatitudes in this manner rather than as ‘rules’?
What different meaning is revealed by the different translations, ‘Blessed are...’ and ‘Happy are...’?
With which Saint do you feel some affinity or connection?
Why might the Saints hold such an important place in Catholic tradition and devotion?

Who are the saints of your life?

Heaven is populated with uncanonized holy men and women known to God alone.
The universal sanctoral calendar of the Catholic Church is like a saint’s All-Star team. Only the
most talented make the cut. There are many more canonized saints besides those on the
universal calendar. Some saints are commemorated only locally or regionally, others are
historically obscure, and still others did not give a sufficiently universal witness to merit
inclusion on the Church’s universal calendar. The Church defines a saint as a soul enjoying the
Beatific Vision in heaven. So, besides the famous saints found on the universal calendar and
the lesser-known saints not on that calendar, there are still many more souls in heaven not
officially recognized as saints at all. These are the saints we celebrate in a particular way today.

Mass of Holy Souls - On Tuesday 2 November
on the Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed
(All Soul’s Day)
we will have two Masses at St Mark’s

Tuesday 2 November at 9.30am & 5.00pm
https://wecan.be/

(additional Mass)

Entrance Antiphon
All: Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the
feast day in honour of all the Saints, at whose festival the
Angels rejoice and praise the Son of God.
Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify
you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.

Second Reading
A reading from the first letter of St John

1 Jn 3:1-3

We shall see God as he really is.

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, by
letting us be called God’s children; and that is what we
are. Because the world refused to acknowledge him,
therefore it does not acknowledge us. My dear people,
we are already the children of God but what we are to
be in the future has not yet been revealed; all we know
is, that when it is revealed we shall be like him because
we shall see him as he really is. Surely everyone who
entertains this hope must purify himself, must try to be
as pure as Christ.
Gospel Acclamation

Mt 11:28

Alleluia, alleluia!

Come to me, all you that labour and are burdened,
and I will give you rest, says the Lord. Alleluia.
Gospel
Mt 5:1-12
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.

First Reading
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse

Rv 7:2-4. 9-14

I saw an immense crowd, beyond hope of counting, of people from every nation, race, tribe &
language.

I, John, saw another angel rising where the sun rises, carrying the seal of the living God; he called in a powerful
voice to the four angels whose duty was to devastate land
and sea, ‘Wait before you do any damage on land or at
sea or to the trees, until we have put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.’ Then I heard how many
were sealed: a hundred and forty-four thousand, out of all
the tribes of Israel.
After that I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of
people from every nation, race, tribe and language; they
were standing in front of the throne and in front of the
Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their
hands. They shouted aloud, ‘Victory to our God, who sits
on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ And all the angels who
were standing in a circle round the throne, surrounding the
elders and the four animals, prostrated themselves before
the throne, and touched the ground with their foreheads,
worshipping God with these words, ‘Amen. Praise and
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power
and strength to our God for ever and ever. Amen.’
One of the elders then spoke, and asked me, ‘Do you
know who these people are, dressed in white robes, and
where they have come from?’ I answered him, ‘You can
tell me, my Lord.’ Then he said, ‘These are the people
who have been through the great persecution, and they
have washed their robes white again in the blood of the
Lamb.’
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 23:1-6. R. see v.6
(R.) Lord, this is the people that longs to see your
face.
1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, the world and all
its peoples. It is he who set it on the seas; on the waters
he made it firm. (R.)
2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? Who shall
stand in his holy place? The man with clean hands and
pure heart, who desires not worthless things.(R.)
3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord and reward
from the God who saves him. Such are the men who seek
him, seek the face of the God of Jacob.(R.)
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967
and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010
International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat
down and was joined by his disciples. Then he began to
speak. This is what he taught them:
‘How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. Happy the gentle: they shall have the earth
for their heritage. Happy those who mourn: they shall be
comforted. Happy those who hunger and thirst for what
is right: they shall be satisfied. Happy the merciful: they
shall have mercy shown them. Happy the pure in heart:
they shall see God. Happy the peacemakers: they shall
be called sons of God. Happy those who are persecuted
in the cause of right: theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute
you and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be
great in heaven.’
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful:
Presider: Together with the saints in heaven, let us
confidently entrust our needs to the Lord of compassion.
Reader: We pray for all members of God’s holy church, as
we celebrate the feast of all saints may we be inspired by
the lives of those who have gone before us. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for elected officials, may they work
tirelessly to promote the dignity of all people, especially the
unborn and the elderly. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for people throughout the world who face
religious persecution, may their human rights be
safeguarded. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all gathered here, each day may grow
in holiness and faith as we strive to live in a manner fitting
for the children of God. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader We pray for those who have died will dwell forever
with the Lord. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Presider: God of joy, in the lives of the saints we see your
love and mercy take on flesh. Hear our prayers that we
might follow their example and live our lives in service to
you and others. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
(pause)
All: Amen.
Offertory Antiphon
Wis 3:1 - 2. 3
All: The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no
torment shall touch them. They seemed, in view of the
foolish, to be dead; but they are in peace, alleluia.
Communion Antiphon
Mt 5:8-10
All: Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called
children of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted for
the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

St. Mark’s Parish:
United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

Blessed are you, Father, who in
your infinite love sent us your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ,
that we may have life, and have it
in abundance.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,
renew our Eucharistic
communities.
May they be places, of encounter
with the living Christ, centres of
evangelisation and outreach to
our community in love and mercy.
Grant us the gifts of faith, hope
and love to be faithful disciples of
Jesus and radiant witnesses to the
people of Sydney.
Our Lady, Help of Christians,
Pray for us!
St Mark, Pray for us!
St Mary of the Cross Mackillop.
Pray for us!

Welcome to 2021

www.eileenoconnor.com.au

St Mark’s Church is open with COVID guidelines.
Due to density, numbers will be restricted
to the 4m2 rule, (based on first-come entry).
Bookings not required entry on first - come.
80 persons per Mass (all ages)
Entry will be to QR, sanitize, wear a mask and social distance,
there will be no congregational singing.
Those unvaccinated are asked to consider the risk to themselves and
hence, to family and friends, of attending Church.
For vaccinated worshippers, the risks are far less.
Mass - on - demand will still be available to view weekly on our
Parish You Tube Channel or website.
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

