
Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
Fr. Michael, Parish Priest 

What is more important than place is people.  
This weekend we welcome back to worship the people of the Parish of St Mark’s, although with restricted numbers of 80 with the 
4sqm rule and the other health regulations. After the months of lockdown and working from home restrictions, it is important that we 
remain vigilant and look after each other, as we come together for public worship. 
  

As we come into the Church today, our place, which has been renewed and refreshed, it still the place we gather to celebrate the 
Liturgy of the Church together, pray, to listen to the Word of God, commune with God and receive the Lord in Holy Communion.  
Strengthened by these graces we go out into the world to live and proclaim our faith in all that we do and say. 

Place is very important to us as people. Where we live, work, 

recreate, holiday, go to school, where we are from, our favourite 

places to be can be very important to us. I was saddened this week 

when a cousin informed me and then I saw on the internet the fiery 

destruction of the Church of St Patricks Nimbin which was burnt to 

the ground. It was where I grew up, first served on the Altar, made 

my first Communion, attended Sunday Mass and was the place of 

marriage for many of the family over several generations. Our family 

held the key as there was no resident clergy. 
 

This sadness has been tempered this week as we prepare to move 

back into our newly restored Church of St Marks here in 

Drummoyne. This Church is greatly loved by so many people and 

families who have celebrated their faith and experienced the 

presence of God in their lives in this place.  

St Mark’s Restoration has renewed our Church by… 

✿ New Welsh slate roof on main western side of Church to match 

eastern side (renewed 13 years ago).  

✿ New Welsh slate roof on Columbarium Chapel & Sacristy   

✿ Hearing Loop upgrade. 

✿ Church entrances main, sides & Sacristy have sandstone flooring. 

✿ New foyer & main entrance with automatic glass doors with 

opening side glass doors.  

✿ New carpet in the body of the Church, Confessionals, 

Columbarium and Sacristy’s.  

✿ Gallery stairs and main door’s refurbished. 

✿  Pews and kneelers have been fixed for ease of movement. 

✿ Extensive point tucking of all internal brick walls. 

✿ Confessional upgrade, one side opaque (anonymous) the other 

clear glass (face to face). Both sides have fixed glass panels. 

✿ Reverse cycle under floor air conditioning which also allows just 

fan usage to circulate air with windows open. 

✿ Marble flooring on the Sanctuary. 

✿ Refurbish the Ambo with Marble inserts. 

✿ Replacement and repairs of the Dedication candles.  

✿ Extensive paint & varnish touch-ups of wood surfaces throughout 

the Church and Sacristy. 

✿ Replacement of Columbarium floor prior to carpet being laid. 

✿ Clean and repair of Our Lady and Sacred Heart statues. 

✿ Rust & seal repairs of Stained Glass windows metal frames on east 

side of the Church.  

✿ Electrical upgrade lights, cabling, wi-fi and microphones. 

✿ New COVID safe Holy Water dispenser.  

✿ New upholstery on chairs, prie-dieu’s and stools.  

✿ Repolishing and cleaning of votive candle stands  

✿ Chemical clean and polish of Pascal Candle Stand & Aspergillum.  

✿ Extensive internal cleaning especially after the reroofing of 100 

years of dust and soot, that fell into the Church.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon                                    Cf. Ps 104:3-4 

Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the 
Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face. 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify 
you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 
 

First Reading                          Jer 31:7-9 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah  
I shall lead them back in mercy – both the blind and the lame. 

The Lord says this: Shout with joy for Jacob! 
Hail the chief of nations! Proclaim! Praise! Shout: 
The Lord has saved his people, the remnant of Israel! 
See, I will bring them back from the land of the North and 
gather them from the far ends of earth; all of them: the 
blind and the lame, women with child, women in labour: 
a great company returning here. They had left in tears, 
I will comfort them as I lead them back; I will guide them to 
streams of water, by a smooth path where they will not 
stumble. For I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my 
first-born son. 

Responsorial Psalm              Ps 125. R. v.3 

(R.) The Lord has done great things for us; we are 
filled with joy. 
1. When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, It seemed 
like a dream. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, on 
our lips there were songs.  (R.) 
 

2.  The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels the Lord 
worked for them!’ What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad. (R.) 
 

3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage as streams in dry 
land. Those who are sowing in tears will sing when they 
reap. (R.) 

4. They go out, they go out, full of tears, carrying seed for 
the sowing: they come back, they come back, full of song, 
carrying their sheaves. (R.) 

 

Second Reading                     Heb 5:1-6 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
You are a priest forever in the line of Melchizedek. 

Every high priest has been taken out of mankind and is 
appointed to act for men in their relations with God, to 
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins; and so he can sympa-
thise with those who are ignorant or uncertain because 
he too lives in the limitations of weakness. That is why 
he has to make sin offerings for himself as well as for 
the people. No one takes this honour on himself, but 
each one is called by God, as Aaron was. Nor did Christ 
give himself the glory of becoming high priest, but he 
had it from the one who said to him: You are my son, 
today I have become your father, and in another text: 
You are a priest of the order of Melchizedek, and for 
ever. 

 

Gospel                     Mk 10:46-52 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
Master, grant that I may see. 

As Jesus left Jericho with his disciples and a large 
crowd, Bartimaeus (that is, the son of Timaeus), a blind 
beggar, was sitting at the side of the road. When he 
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout 
and to say, ‘Son of David, Jesus, have pity on me.’ And 
many of them scolded him and told him to keep quiet, 
but he only shouted all the louder, ‘Son of David, have 
pity on me.’ Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him here.’ So 
they called the blind man. ‘Courage,’ they said ‘get up; 
he is calling you.’ So throwing off his cloak, he jumped 
up and went to Jesus. Then Jesus spoke, ‘What do you 
want me to do for you?’ ‘Rabbuni,’ the blind man said to 
him ‘Master, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; 
your faith has saved you.’ And immediately his sight 
returned and he followed him along the road. 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father  
almighty;  from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                        See 2 Tim 1:10 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with 
death, and brought us life through his gospel. 
Alleluia.  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 
and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 

Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

The Gospel this week sees a blind beggar by the road, his place in life was the beg so he could survive, who though blind 
recognised in Jesus “The Son of David” and calls out to be healed – his sight is restored because of his faith, and he acclaims 
Jesus. The classic signs of the Messiah were that the blind see, and cripples are healed as attested in the first reading from the 
prophet Jeremiah who is speaking to people longing for hope in a foreign land of exile. 
 

Jesus asks the blind Bartimaeus “What do you want me to do for you?” and the reply is “Master, I want to see.” What is our 
request of Jesus in our lives? It is good to consider what we would ask of Jesus for ourselves, our family or our world at this 
time. What is it we want, need or desire at this time from Jesus? These are reflective questions for us to ponder about- what 
do we really want in our relationship with Jesus. Jesus is about transformation as we see in the Gospel when Bartimaeus is 
called he throws of his cloak and leapt up to meet Jesus as if leaving his security and old life behind and going to Jesus asking 
for healing. Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   

Fr. Michael, Parish Priest 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 
BLESSING  

This week they begin their first 
sessions learning about 

 
Making Choices.  

 
We thank God for the gifts he has 

given us, our family and  
our friends as we now pray. 

 

Lord, bless the children of our community  
of St Mark’s preparing for the  

Sacrament of Penance for the first time.  
 

May they come to you for forgiveness and mercy.  
May they be filled with confidence  

and trust in your love.  
Heal and guide them in the ways of  

your love and mercy.  
May their families and this community  

help them to live their Christian lives to the full. 
We ask this through Christ our Risen Lord. 

Amen  

In this week’s edition: 
Ordination celebrations on day churches reopen 
Servant of God Eileen O'Connor: our ambassador in the anti-euthanasia fight 
Former Anglican Bishop's remarkable conversion story  

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Presider: In today’s gospel Jesus asks Bartimaeus, “What 
do you want me to do for you?” Confident in his care for us, 
let us not hesitate to place our needs before the Lord.      
 

Reader: We pray for God’s holy church, may all members 
listen for the voice of the Lord calling them to fullness of life. 
(pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader: We pray for church communities around the world, 
that on this Mission Sunday they will heed Pope Francis’ 
call to take the Gospel to the margins of society.   (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader: We pray for who earn what little they have through 
begging by the side of the road, that they may find dignified 
employment and housing. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader: We pray for vocations in the Church, that the  
Spirit may inspire young people to answer God’s call to 
marriage, the priesthood, the religious life and the single 
life, so that the Gospel may be brought to all people. 
(pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader We pray for our families enrolling for their children 
in First Reconciliation this weekend, that the four weeks of 
preparation for the Sacrament encourages parents to grow 
in their own faith as they teach their children the ways of 
coming closer to Jesus. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for the deceased whose faith has been 
rewarded with God’s merciful and loving embrace.  (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
 

Presider: God of creation, your glory is present in all you 
have made. Hear our prayers that we might serve you with 
fidelity and love our neighbours as ourselves. (pause)  
All:  Amen. 
 

Offertory Antiphon        Ps 118:107.125 

O Lord, for the sake of your promise give me life, that I 
may know your decrees.  

Communion Antiphon         Cf. Ps 19:6 

We will ring out our joy at your saving help and exult in 
the name of our God. 

      

THE CONCLUDING RITES   
There are often brief announcements after Communion.  
The Prayer After Communion 
We stand for this prayer.  Like the opening Collect Prayer,  
it has four parts:  
1)   The priest begins with an invitation to all of us to pray 
quietly, in our hearts, for what we desire, as we are filled with 
gratitude for this Eucharist.  
 

2)   We all pray quietly.  
 

3)    The priest “collects” our prayers into a prayer of the whole 
Church, on our behalf, on this particular day.  
(This is will help us carry home a desire that this Eucharist will 
lead to our living the Gospel faithfully and coming to the joys of 
eternal life.) 
 

4)     We all affirm that prayer, with our Amen. 
 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
After a final greeting, the priest blesses everyone in God’s name. 
The Deacon, if present, gives the final dismissal, inviting us 
to “Go forth” to which we respond, mindful of the gratitude in 
our hearts for this wonderful celebration, 
“Thanks be to God!” 
 

Recessional 
Just as we ceremonially processed in together, with the priest 
and ministers, we now recess out together, singing (if 
permitted) a song of praise to our God. 

        St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/


 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

I am inviting you to think about how to you can 

volunteer your service at St Mark’s Catholic 

Church. 
 

As we take this important step forward on our 

journey out of lockdown, the next several 

weeks are full of possibility for us. However, 

they are also not without their complexities. As 

we once again commence public worship, our 

Church urgently requires Ministers to assist in 

the following areas:  

†Adult Altar Servers - lay servers that assist the 

clergy   

†Ministers of the Word - proclaim the Word of 

God for the gathered community.  

†Welcomers - required at the Church door of 

all Masses and Sacraments.   

†Altar Society -  tends to the appearance of the 

Church and especially the sanctuary. 
 

If you can help, I ask you to contact the Parish 

office as Archdiocese safeguarding qualifications 

will be required and all ministries will be trained 

accordingly.     

I look forward to welcoming you back to active 

worship in the Parish. Let us continue to keep 

each other in prayer, and most importantly, safe 

by all our actions as we enable our parish 

community to come together again.  
                  

    Fr Michael  

Dear Parishioners, 
 

It is glorious to be back at St. Mark’s celebrating mass with our 

cherished church beautifully restored. How special is that?  

A time for us to greet and reconnect with our friends and parish 

community, and it is this friendship and kinship that makes our Mass 

celebration meaningful, heartfelt and spiritual. 
 

A huge thanks to Fr. Michael, Des, Lynette and Vicki, for overseeing 

the restoration project with grace and determination during the 

challenging four months of lockdown. 
 

The Parish Pastoral Council, together with key Parish members, 

developed St. Marks’ Parish 2025 renewal during first half of the 

year.  We are excited to inform you, St. Mark’s community, that we 

will launch Parish 2025 in the new year 2022. 
 

Parish 2025 is about building the foundations for the future of  

St. Mark’s.  For this, we as the community - need to know, 

understand, and share our personal encounter with Jesus.  
 

Parish 2025 invites all of parishioners to have a personal encounter 

with Jesus by asking: 

∞ What is your powerful ‘Why’? 
∞ What does it mean for you to be part of the Parish? 
∞ What do you want our Parish to look like in 2025? 

Despite of epoch-making events that upend our lives, we go forth 

with resilience, and optimism with the knowledge and experience of 

God’s love and grace, the strength and fellowship of St. Mark’s 

Community and the beautiful church that gathers us all.   
 

This is precious to our current and future generations.   

Parish 2025 is our contribution to an enduring legacy. 
 

As we anticipate the reinstatement of masses at our beautifully 

restored church and look forward to summer and Advent, please 

help each other keep and be safe. 

Celine  Parish Pastoral Council - Chair  

The Parish Pastoral Council welcome you back to 

the Parish and COVID permitting invite you to 

our following events.   

SAVE THE DATE 
 

 

Sunday 12 December 2021 

“Rejoice” Rose Sunday Morning Tea  

following 10:30am Mass  
 

Friday 17 December 2021 

Christmas at St Mark’s   

O Come All Ye Faithful 

Carols in the Church at 5.00pm  
 

STAY TUNED FOR UPDATES 



St Simon and St Jude were two of Jesus’ twelve apostles. St Simon 
was known as ‘the Caananite’ or ‘the Zealot’ by other evangelists 
and St Jude was a blood relative of Jesus and known as one of the 
‘brethren of the Lord’. Little, however, is known about either of 
these apostles after the events at Pentecost. Western traditions 
suggest that St Simon preached in Egypt before joining St Jude in 
Persia, where they were both martyred. In recent times, St Jude 
has become popular as the patron of ‘hopeless causes’. This 
probably originates from early Christians confusing St Jude with 
Judas, who betrayed Jesus. As a result people never prayed for his 
help & so devotion to St Jude became somewhat of a lost cause.  

Welcome back to St Mark’s Church  
As parishioners we ask you to assist our Parish to 

comply with the NSW Government Health 
Orders and Archdiocese orders for COVID - 19.  

 

All attendees at Masses are to.  

† QR Code on entry for all.   
(If you do not own a mobile phone see a 
welcomer to sign in).  

† Masses as per health guidelines are open to 
vaccinated and non - vaccinated parishioners 
we do not need to sight your vaccination 
certificate. (Weddings & Funerals are subject to 
different rulings). 

† Parishioners are to wear a face Mask while 
attending Mass unless they provide an 
exemption.  

† All parishioners are asked to sanitize on arrival 
at Mass.  

† Masses are limited to 80 parishioners due to 
the 4sqm ruling - Doors will be closed once 
limit is reached.  

† Parishioners are asked to maintain social 
distancing at all times.  

† Parishioners are asked to limit their touch 
points throughout the Church.  

† Parishioners are asked to wipe down their own 
area following Mass and dispose of wipe in bin 
in Church foyer.  

† Parishioners are asked to take home their 
Bulletin. PLEASE DO NOT RETURN IT TO THE 
BULLETIN BOX.  

† Parishioners are asked to not leave anything on 
seats, pens, tissues, bags, hats, umbrellas, 
glasses etc. please take them with you or 
dispose in bin.  

† Parishioners are asked to not mingle outside 
following Mass and to maintain social 
distancing at all times.  

† The Church will be open for weekday Masses, 
and at this stage will not be left open during 
the day.   

† The Church is open prior to Mass service.  

PARISH DIARY DATES 

† MISSION SUNDAY: 23 | 24 October  

Donate ONLINE to assist Catholic Mission to reach 

out and give.   

† 2021 FIRST RECONCILIATION:26 October - 11 November  

Preparation Zoom sessions begin held on Tuesday  

or Thursday evenings.  

† PRIEST RETIREMENT APPEAL: 30|31 October  

Ensure all priests receive support during their 

retirement.  

† 2021 CONFIRMATION PRACTICE: 9 | 11 November 

Candidates prayer, practice and receive the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

† 2021 FIRST RECONCILIATION: 16 | 18  November  

Prayer, Practice evening at 4.00pm 

† CONFIRMATION CELEBRATION:16|17|18|19 November  

Candidates receive their Sacrament of Confirmation  

† CWL Appeal : 20 - 21 November  

The Charitable Works Fund Appeal with St Mark’s.  

† 2021 FIRST RECONCILIATION 1st Rite: 23|25 November  

Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation | Confession) 

† ADVENT  REFLECTION PROGRAM: 28 November - 19 

December   

Stayed tuned for  program updates at the Parish Centre  

or join via zoom online.  

† ADVENT ‘REJOICE’ MORNING TEA: 12 December   

Rose Sunday Morning Tea following 10:30am Mass.  

† O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL: 17 December   

Christmas Carols in St Mark’s Church at 5.00pm 

 

uns away to another town and tries  
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od’s gifts 
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https://www.catholicmission.org.au/
https://www.catholicmission.org.au/


 

  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
    Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP     

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

 
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick and 
vulnerable members of our community: Fr John Iacono,  
Bob Favorito, Vince De Giovanni, Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan, 
Rocco Zoccali, Gemma Tambasco, Patricia Ficarra, Meagan 
Ficarra, Wendy Madden, Heather Burbidge, Jean Boccalatte, 
Carolina Bastoni, Lina Giannandrea and all our St. Mark’s Parish 
community members who are unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Maria Zoccali, Caterina Lorizio, Luisa Di Meglio,  
Manuel Fernandez, John Fernandez and Daisy Gill. 
 

Recently Deceased:  Manfred Taubhorn, Sr Martina Marta, 
Mother Christine Aurelia, Andrew Chechiacz,  
Marian Teperski, Sr Agata Alma, Sr Pauline Sabinres,  
Ivan Esar Val Silva Andre, Sr Pauline Sabines and Lusia Di Meglio,  
  
We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and 
condolences to their families.  May they rest in peace.  

 

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May all the souls of all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Hosted by Maria  

November Mass Offerings: 
In preparation for the month of November, when we especially 

remember those who have been called to God, the month is 
dedicated to the memory of all  Holy Souls.   

 

To include your remembrance in all Masses during the month 
and to be included in the St Mark’s Remembrance book, 
envelopes are now available to collect from the Church.  

 

Please PRINT CLEARLY so all names can be understood.  
Envelopes can be returned to the Parish office mailbox or placed 

in the collection bowls.  
Don’t miss out: Return by 29 October to be included in the 

Remembrance book.  

 
Regular donations that keep our Parish running 

are what allow us to continue to do the work 
we do, and provide Ministry and Mission to our Parish, 

school and local communities.  
Your donations directly contribute to supporting our Parish, 

clergy and community, and ensure we can continue to provide 
crucial services, faith formation and pastoral support. 

 

† Planned Giving Envelopes- leave your envelope in Parish 
letterbox or in the collection bowl at Mass. If you wish to 
be provided with Planned Giving envelopes contact the 
Parish office.   
 

† Visit the Church and use our tap and pray card machines. 
Machines are set to a value, if you wish to donate more tap 
more than once. This is a non-taxable anonymous 

donation. 
† QR code for more information on how to donate, and to 

donate online.  

Join St Mark’s October Holy Rosary  
Every Thursday in October at 10:00am  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?

pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 858 9450 4698 
Passcode: 574385 

Thank you for using your phone to QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
Monday & Friday 8:00am  

Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  
Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  
 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am | 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

COVID conditions and density limits apply for entry.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09


Gospel Reflection: This passage from the Gospel of Mark draws to a close a significant section of the gospel. It stretches from 
8:22 to this passage, 10:52. Like other examples in the Gospel of Mark, the stories at the beginning and end of the section are 
related and shed light on what they surround. Like this passage, the event at the beginning of the section is an account of the 
healing of a blind man. Contained within the two healings of blindness, as we have seen over the last six weeks, is an extended 
lesson on discipleship. Within this section, Jesus speaks about his upcoming death on three occasions and each time the  
disciples display their own form of blindness when they fail to understand what Jesus is trying to tell them quite explicitly. In this 
section, we have heard that discipleship involves suffering and hardship; it means placing one’s own needs last and the needs of 
others first; and that discipleship is all about faith. 

In this healing of blind Bartimaeus, we see all the hallmarks of what Jesus has been trying to teach the disciples in the preceding 
episodes. As a blind man, Bartimaeus would be regarded as ‘imperfect’ – incomplete – and consequently in a permanent state of 
uncleanliness. He would not be allowed to live within the bounds of normal society, nor have contact with people. So it is that  
Jesus encounters Bartimaeus on the side of the road, outside the city walls as he is leaving Jericho. Learning that it is Jesus 
passing by, Bartimaeus calls on Jesus to help him and the crowd tries to shut him up and remind him of his status. But Jesus calls 
Bartimaeus to him and, placing the needs of the other first, asks ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ When Bartimaeus makes 
his request, Jesus announces that it his faith that has saved him and his sight is restored. Bartimaeus, like a good disciple, then 
follows Jesus on the road. 

Scriptural context – Blindness: Blindness is a powerful metaphor that is used repeatedly throughout scripture. It is almost  
always a metaphor for blindness of heart or blindness of mind rather than a purely physical affliction. There are multiple accounts 
of healing blindness in the gospel. Saul/Paul is blinded on the road to Damascus and only has his sight restored when he is  
baptised. The Pharisees are described as being ‘blind fools’ and there the prophets make numerous references to blind seeing as 
a sign of the Messiah’s arrival. It is a very powerful image of being ‘blind’ to truth and ‘blind’ to the teaching of Jesus. 

Have you thought? On the side of the road … When Jesus encounters Bartimaeus he is sitting by the side of the road – a 
reject of society sitting off to the side as the world passes him by. There are times in all of our lives when we feel like this: hurt; 
ashamed; unloved; rejected; cast aside. It is at these moments in our lives that Jesus really wants to ‘break through’ into our  
experience. If we allow ourselves to hear his voice calling us to him, then we too can ‘throw off our cloak’ – our old life – and join 
him on the road. 

Living the Gospel – Bartimaeus, a model? Bartimaeus is a man who has almost nothing in life. His blindness has made him 
outcast and he is reduced to begging on the side of the road. When he is called to Jesus he jumps up and casts off what may well 
be his only real possession – his cloak. Yet what he does have in abundance is faith and hope. When asked what he wants Jesus 
to do, his answer may seem obvious, but his desire to see goes beyond physical sight. He asks for the sight of one who truly  
believes and to whom the truth of Jesus is revealed. In this way, he is a model to all who would be disciples. 

Questions: 
Q. Which phrase or statement in the passage bears particular significance for you? 
Q. Why does this account come at the conclusion of a section about discipleship?    
Q. When have you ever experienced a sense of ‘sitting at the side of the road’?      
Q. How would you answer Jesus’ question, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’                © Greg Sunter 

Your generous gift today means that Sr Chalaad and the Good Shepherd Sisters in Thailand can 
continue to reach out to more vulnerable mothers like Churai and their babies in their greatest 

time of need.  

SEND YOUR MESSAGE TO THE NSW PARLIAMENT TODAY: 
PROTECT VULNERABLE PEOPLE BY REJECTING THIS 

DANGEROUS BILL 
Write to your NSW MP ahead of euthanasia vote 

 
NSW Independent MP Alex Greenwich tabled his euthanasia bill in parliament last 

week. It is more critical than ever for parishioners to act now and voice their 
opposition to the proposed bill.  

https://www.catholicmission.org.au/
https://cdn-au.mailsnd.com/81257/QaBS3oCJekRTKlJ625K5hWMqcSNVHNp76urlhy6v1ho/2655673.pdf
https://www.noeuthanasia.org.au/petition_2108_ocp_nsw


Welcome to 2021  

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 

St Mark’s Church is open with COVID guidelines. 
  

Due to density, numbers will be restricted  
to the 4m2 rule, (based on first-come entry).  
Bookings not required entry on first - come.  

80 persons per Mass (all ages) 
 

Entry will be to QR, sanitize, wear a mask and social distance,  
there will be no congregational singing. 

  

Those unvaccinated are asked to consider the risk to themselves and 
hence, to family and friends, of attending Church.  
For vaccinated worshippers, the risks are far less.  

Mass - on - demand will still be available to view weekly on our Parish 
You Tube Channel or website.  

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

