
      

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant  
and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need, 

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith.  

Monday 1 November 2021  
8.00am & 5.00pm (additional Mass) 

 

All Saints Day  
Mass of the Solemnity  

Tuesday 2 November 2021  
9.30am & 5.00pm (additional Mass) 

  

All Soul’s Day                
Mass of the Commemoration  
of all the Faithful Departed.  

Density limit and COVID conditions apply at all Masses  

The Austrian psychotherapist arrives at Auschwitz concentration camp 
during WWII where he was stripped of everything, clothes he was wearing 
and the book he was writing, and his body shaved. This was a devastating 
experience for him. When he received his new clothes in the pocket was a 
scrap of paper from the bible with the Shema- the prayer devout Jews recite 
morning and evening, “Hear O Israel the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind, and with all your strength”. Duet 6:4b-5 This is today’s first 
reading to which Jesus adds another OT text “You shall love your neighbour 
as yourself” Lev 19:18. 
 

The scribe and Jesus agree on this, and Jesus says to him he is not far from 
the kingdom of God which is a great approbation from Jesus who so hotly 
contested the teachings and actions of many scribes. This is a rare meeting of 
mind and hearts because the scribe had a deep understanding of the 
scriptures and understood what Jesus was saying. What is important to Jesus 
is steadfast love and knowledge of God. The relationship with this scribe is 
like an island of reconciliation where party politics, religious differences and a 
‘you and us’ mentality disappear. This is a unique Markan aspect of his 
Gospel, and the scribe is described as not far from the kingdom of God. 
 

The challenge for us is to put God at the centre of our lives. The Shema 
Yisrael opens with the word ‘listen’. When we listen quietly and with focus on 
God in prayer, often things become clear. Recently during the Plenary Council 
process of discernment, we were invited to listen deeply with deliberate 
periods of silence to help us reflect and pray giving time for the Spirit to 
speak to us in the depths of our hearts. With ‘lockdown’ and less flights over 
the suburb of Drummoyne it has been strangely quiet especially in the 
mornings and evenings also during Mass. Many people and even young 
people commented on the slower pace of life and time for the simpler things 
in life, reading, walking in the local area and enjoying family life during the 
lockdown. 
 

Jesus brings these two aspects of love of God and others together and 
provides a new way to look at the teachings of Old Testament that become 
revolutionary and a tenant of our faith and life as Christians. To love your 
neighbour as you love yourself means to have a deep respect and 
understanding of God’s love for you. That each of us is precious to God and 
loved. 
 

Victor Frankl survived the death camp and went of to become famous for his 
writings and thoughts. Extolling the virtues of faith to give direction and 
meaning to life even in the most difficult of circumstances.  
May our faith in God help us in our difficulties  
and our discipleship of the Lord Jesus help 
us to love and serve others and God. 

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
Fr. Michael, Parish Priest 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon                                   Cf. Ps 37:22-23 

All: Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; be not far from me!
Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my strong  
salvation! 
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify 
you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 
 

First Reading                            Dt 6:2-6 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 
Hear Israel, you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart. 

Moses said to the people: ‘If you fear the Lord your God 
all the days of your life and if you keep all his laws and 
commandments which I lay on you, you will have a long 
life, you and your son and your grandson. Listen then, 
Israel, keep and observe what will make you prosper and 
give you great increase, as the Lord God of your fathers 
has promised you, giving you a land where milk and  
honey flow. ‘Listen, Israel: The Lord our God is the one 
Lord. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your strength. Let these words I 
urge on you today be written on your heart.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm                Ps 17:2-4. 47. 51. R.v.2 

(R.) I love you Lord, my strength.  
1. I love you, Lord, my strength, my rock, my fortress, my 
saviour. My God is the rock where I take refuge; my 
shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. The Lord is worthy 
of all praise: when I call I am saved from my foes. (R.) 
 

2.  Long life to the Lord, my rock! Praised be to the God 
that saves me. He has given great victories to his king and 
shown love for his anointed (R.) 

 

Second Reading                    Heb 7:23-28 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
This one, because he remains for ever, has an eternal priesthood. 

There used to be a great number of priests under the 
former covenant, because death put an end to each one 
of them; but this one, Christ, because he remains for 
ever, can never lose his priesthood. It follows, then, that 
his power to save is utterly certain, since he is living for 
ever to intercede for all who come to God through him. 
To suit us, the ideal high priest would have to be holy, 
innocent and uncontaminated, beyond the influence of 
sinners, and raised up above the heavens; one who 
would not need to offer sacrifices every day, as the  
other high priests do for their own sins and then for 
those of the people, because he has done this once and 
for all by offering himself. The Law appoints high priests 
who are men subject to weakness; but the promise on 
oath, which came after the Law, appointed the Son who 
is made perfect for ever. 

 

Gospel                     Mk 12:28-34 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
This is the first commandment, and the second is similar to it. 

One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put a question 
to him, ‘Which is the first of all the commandments?’ 
Jesus replied, ‘This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord 
our God is the one Lord, and you must love the Lord you 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: You 
must love your neighbour as yourself. There is no  
commandment greater than these.’ The scribe said to 
him, ‘Well spoken, Master; what you have said is true: 
that he is one and there is no other. To love him with all 
your heart, with all your understanding and strength, and 
to love your neighbour as yourself, this is far more  
important than any holocaust or sacrifice.’ Jesus, seeing 
how wisely he had spoken, said, ‘You are not far from 
the kingdom of God.’ And after that no one dared to 
question him any more. 
Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father  
almighty;  from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                                     Jn 14:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my words, and my Father 
will love them and we will come to them.  
Alleluia.  

My gift to our retired priests: The Priest’s Retirement 
Foundation of the Archdiocese of Sydney ensures all priests 
can receive the accommodation, health care and support they 
need in their retirement. The Foundation covers needs such as: 
* Convalescence care * Nursing home and hostel care for frail 
priests * Assistance in transitioning to retirement *Health 
insurance * Medical and dental expenses * Assistance with 
board and lodging expenses. I want to take this opportunity to 
ask for your generosity in supporting these men who have 
spent their lives in the support of others.  Envelopes are available in the Church foyer and can be left 

in any of the collection bowls.  

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


FIRST RECONCILIATION BLESSING  
This week they begin their second session 

learning about 
 

Friends - Jesus wants us to be his friend.  
You will be Jesus’ friend if you love one 

another 

We thank God for the gifts he has given us, our 
family and our friends as we now pray. 

 
Lord, bless the children of our community  

of St Mark’s preparing for the  Sacrament of Penance  
for the first time.  

 

May they come to you for forgiveness and mercy.  
May they be filled with confidence  

and trust in your love.  
Heal and guide them in the ways of  

your love and mercy.  
May their families and this community  

help them to live their Christian lives to the full. 
We ask this through Christ our Risen Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

Available for $2 from the Church foyer 

In this week’s edition: 
Hold the line: Archbishop urges NSW to stay strong on anti-slavery law 
Barron Down Under: Don’t miss out on this unique experience open to all 
Kristina Keneally: Faith’s no barrier to politics 
Hayden Ramsay: The new normal? The challenges in working from home permanently 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Presider: With trust in God, our rock and our salvation, let 
us place our needs and the needs of others before the 
Lord. 
Reader: We pray for the preachers of the Good News, may 
their words and actions inspire others to love of God and 
love of neighbour. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader: We pray for spiritual seekers and those who are 
questioning their faith and religion, may the wisdom of God 
guide them in their search and lead them to the light of 
Christ. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader: We pray for the followers of all the world’s great 
faiths, that united in love they will renew the face of the 
earth. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader: We pray for parish communities facing an  
uncertain future, that the challenge of change will draw 
them together and bring forth the gifts of the Spirit. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
Reader We pray for the children entering preparation for 
the Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation) that parents, 
through their  
example and participation with zoom sessions may give 
good example to their children and encourage their spiritual 
development. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for those who have died will dwell forever 
with the Lord. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
 

Presider: God knowledge and truth, you sent your son, 
Jesus to reveal to us the path of salvation. Hear our prayers 
that together with all of creation we might embrace your will 
and work to build your kingdom. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. (pause)  
All:  Amen. 
 

Offertory Antiphon                 Ps 102: 2 - 5 

All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all he has 
done for you; and your youth shall be renewed like the  
eagle.   
All:  Communion Antiphon        Cf. Ps 15:11 

You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in your 
presence, O Lord. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ 
in Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from 
the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in 
the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

 

 

Advent is such a busy time of year and we so easily forget 
that - at its heart - it is meant to be a time of preparation, 
waiting and hope for the coming of Jesus into our world 
and lives. St Mark’s Advent Program this year will provide 
our parishioners with opportunities to gather and reflect. 
Further details to come in next week’s bulletin.    

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION 
IN BRIEF 

1485 "On the evening of that day, the first day of the week," 
Jesus showed himself to his apostles. "He breathed on them, 
and said to them: 'Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained"' (Jn 20:19, 22-23). 
 

1486 The forgiveness of sins committed after Baptism is 
conferred by a particular sacrament called the sacrament of 
conversion, confession, penance, or reconciliation. 
 

1487 The sinner wounds God's honor and love, his own 
human dignity as a man called to be a son of God, and the 
spiritual well-being of the Church, of which each Christian 
ought to be a living stone. 
 

1488 To the eyes of faith no evil is graver than sin and 
nothing has worse consequences for sinners themselves, for 
the Church, and for the whole world. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 
and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 

Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/


 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

I am inviting you to think about how to you can 

volunteer your service at St Mark’s Catholic 
Church. 
 

As we take this important step forward on our 

journey out of lockdown, the next several 

weeks are full of possibility for us. However, 

they are also not without their complexities. As 

we once again commence public worship, our 

Church urgently requires Ministers to assist in 

the following areas:  

†Adult Altar Servers - lay servers that assist the 

clergy   

†Ministers of the Word - proclaim the Word of 

God for the gathered community.  

†Welcomers - required at the Church door of 

all Masses and Sacraments.   

†Altar Society -  tends to the appearance of the 

Church and especially the sanctuary. 
 

If you can help, I ask you to contact the Parish 

office as Archdiocese safeguarding qualifications 

will be required and all ministries will be trained 

accordingly.     

I look forward to welcoming you back to active 

worship in the Parish. Let us continue to keep 

each other in prayer, and most importantly, safe 

by all our actions as we enable our parish 

community to come together again.  

                  
    Fr Michael  

Dear Parishioners, 
 

It is glorious to be back at St. Mark’s celebrating mass with our 
cherished church beautifully restored. How special is that?  
A time for us to greet and reconnect with our friends and parish 

community, and it is this friendship and kinship that makes our Mass 

celebration meaningful, heartfelt and spiritual. 
 

A huge thanks to Fr. Michael, Des, Lynette and Vicki, for overseeing 

the restoration project with grace and determination during the 

challenging four months of lockdown. 
 

The Parish Pastoral Council, together with key Parish members, 

developed St. Marks’ Parish 2025 renewal during first half of the 
year.  We are excited to inform you, St. Mark’s community, that we 
will launch Parish 2025 in the new year 2022. 
 

Parish 2025 is about building the foundations for the future of  

St. Mark’s.  For this, we as the community - need to know, 

understand, and share our personal encounter with Jesus.  
 

Parish 2025 invites all of parishioners to have a personal encounter 

with Jesus by asking: 

∞ What is your powerful ‘Why’? 
∞ What does it mean for you to be part of the Parish? 
∞ What do you want our Parish to look like in 2025? 

Despite of epoch-making events that upend our lives, we go forth 

with resilience, and optimism with the knowledge and experience of 

God’s love and grace, the strength and fellowship of St. Mark’s 
Community and the beautiful church that gathers us all.   
 

This is precious to our current and future generations.   

Parish 2025 is our contribution to an enduring legacy. 
 

As we anticipate the reinstatement of masses at our beautifully 

restored church and look forward to summer and Advent, please 

help each other keep and be safe. 

Celine  Parish Pastoral Council - Chair  

The Parish Pastoral Council welcome you back to 
the Parish and COVID permitting invite you to 

our following events.   

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

Sunday 12 December 2021 
“Rejoice” Rose Sunday Morning Tea  

following 10:30am Mass  
 

Friday 17 December 2021 
Christmas at St Mark’s   
O Come All Ye Faithful 

Carols in the Church at 5.00pm  
 

STAY TUNED FOR UPDATES 



PARISH DIARY DATES 

† 2021 PRIEST’S RETIREMENT APPEAL 2021: 30 | 31 Oct  

Donate ONLINE  to ensure all priests receive support 

during their retirement.   

† ROSARY FOR FAITHFUL DEPARTED : 3 November  

Join our zoom to pray the Rosary for Holy Souls in the 

month of November on Thursday at 10:00am .  

† 2021 FIRST RECONCILIATION: 2 Nov - 4 November  

Preparation Zoom session 2 is held this week on 

Tuesday or Thursday evenings.  

† 2021 CONFIRMATION PRACTICE: 9 | 11 November 

Candidates prayer, practice and receive the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

† 2021 FIRST RECONCILIATION: 16 | 18  November  

Prayer, Practice evening at 4.00pm 

† CONFIRMATION CELEBRATION:16|17|18|19 November  

Candidates receive their Sacrament of Confirmation  

† CWL Appeal : 20 - 21 November  

The Charitable Works Fund Appeal with St Mark’s.  

† 2021 FIRST RECONCILIATION 1st Rite: 23|25 November  

Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation | Confession) 

† ADVENT  REFLECTION PROGRAM: 28 November - 19 Dec   

Stayed tuned for  program updates at the Parish Centre  

or join via zoom online.  

† ADVENT ‘REJOICE’ MORNING TEA: 12 December   

Rose Sunday Morning Tea following 10:30am Mass.  

† O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL: 17 December   

Christmas Carols in St Mark’s Church at 5.00pm 

Welcome back to St Mark’s Church  
As parishioners we ask you to assist our Parish to comply with 

the NSW Government Health Orders and Archdiocese  
orders for COVID - 19.  

 

All attendees at Masses are to.  

† QR Code on entry.   

† Parishioners are to wear a face Mask while attending Mass 
unless they provide an exemption.  

† All parishioners are asked to sanitize on arrival at Mass.  

† Masses are limited to 80 parishioners due to the 4sqm ruling - 
Doors will be closed once limit is reached.  

† Parishioners are asked to maintain social distancing at all 
times.  

† Parishioners are asked to limit their touch points throughout 
the Church.  

† Parishioners are asked to wipe down their own area following 
Mass and dispose of wipe in bin in Church foyer.  

† Parishioners are asked to take home their Bulletin. PLEASE DO 
NOT RETURN IT TO THE BULLETIN BOX.  

† Parishioners are asked to not mingle outside following Mass 
and to maintain social distancing at all times.    

† The Church is open 30 minutes prior to Mass services for 
prayer and visits.  

St Mark’s Restoration has renewed our Church by… 

✿ New Welsh slate roof on main western side of Church 
to match eastern side (renewed 13 years ago).  

✿ New Welsh slate roof on Columbarium Chapel & 
Sacristy   

✿ Hearing Loop upgrade. 
✿ Church entrances main, sides and Sacristy have 

sandstone flooring. 
✿ New foyer and main entrance with automatic glass 

doors with opening side glass doors.  
✿ New carpet in the body of the Church, Confessionals, 

Columbarium and Sacristy’s.  
✿ Gallery stairs and main door’s refurbished. 
✿  Pews and kneelers have been fixed for ease of 

movement. 
✿ Extensive point tucking of all internal brick walls. 
✿ Confessional upgrade, one side opaque (anonymous) 

the other clear glass (face to face). Both sides have 
fixed glass panels. 

✿ Reverse cycle under floor air conditioning which also 
allows just fan usage to circulate air with windows 
open. 

✿ Marble flooring on the Sanctuary. 
✿ Refurbish the Ambo with Marble inserts. 
✿ Replacement and repairs of the Dedication candles.  
✿ Extensive paint and varnish touch-ups of wood 

surfaces throughout the Church and Sacristy. 
✿ Replacement of Columbarium floor prior to carpet 

being laid. 
✿ Clean and repair of Our Lady and Sacred Heart 

statues. 
✿ Rust and seal repairs of Stained Glass windows metal 

frames on east side of the Church.  
✿ Electrical upgrade lights, cabling, wi-fi and 

microphones. 
✿ New COVID safe Holy Water dispenser.  
✿ New upholstery on chairs, prie-dieu’s and stools.  
✿ Repolishing and cleaning of votive candle stands  
✿ Chemical clean and polish of Pascal Candle Stand and 

Aspergillum.  
✿ Extensive internal cleaning especially after the 

reroofing of 100 years of dust and soot, that fell into 
the Church.  

 

 
    Fr Michael will be    

 praying the Rosary for 
all Year 12 HSC students on 

 
  

Sunday 14 November 2021  
at 5:00pm  

prior to 6:00pm Mass 
 

All family and  
students are welcome to 

join in at   
St Mark’s Church  

http://www.ourfaithourworks.org/prf


 

  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
    Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP     

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

 
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick and 
vulnerable members of our community: Fr John Iacono,  
Bob Favorito, Vince De Giovanni, Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan, 
Rocco Zoccali, Gemma Tambasco, Patricia Ficarra, Meagan 
Ficarra, Wendy Madden, Heather Burbidge, Jean Boccalatte, 
Carolina Bastoni, Lina Giannandrea and all our St. Mark’s Parish 
community members who are unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Marie Tran, Gladys Waldie, Margaret Byron, Maria Zoccali, 
Caterina Lorizio, Luisa Di Meglio, Manuel Fernandez,  
John Fernandez and Daisy Gill. 
 

Recently Deceased:  Marian Teperski, Manfred Taubhorn,  
Sr Martina Marta, Mother Christine Aurelia, Andrew Chechiacz, 
Marian Teperski, Sr Agata Alma, Sr Pauline Sabinres,  
Ivan Esar Val Silva Andre, Sr Pauline Sabines, Lusia Di Meglio and 
Rev Renato Paras who was Emeritus Parish Priest of St Aidan’s 
Parish, Rooty Hill and the first Chaplain to the Filipino Catholic 
community in Australia and New Zealand. He ministered in 
Sydney for many years, pray for the repose of the soul of  
Fr Renato, and for all the faithful departed.  
  

We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and 
condolences to their families.  May they rest in peace.  

 

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Hosted by Maria  

November Mass Offerings: 
 

During the month of November, St Mark’s Prayer Group will 
offer the Rosary for all departed souls.  

Join on Zoom Thursday 4th, 11th & 18th November at 10:00am  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?

pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09 
Meeting ID: 858 9450 4698 

Passcode: 574385 
 

To include your remembrance in all Masses during the month 
and to be included in the St Mark’s Remembrance book, 

envelopes are now available to collect from the Church foyer.  
 

Please PRINT CLEARLY so all names can be understood. 
Envelopes can be returned to the Parish office mailbox or placed 

in the collection bowls.  

Thank you for using your phone to QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
Monday & Friday 8:00am  

Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  
Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am  
 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am | 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

COVID conditions and density limits apply for entry.  

 

 

 

 

AN INVITATION THAT NEVER ENDS 

† Have you been worshiping with us, 
but never officially taken the step to 
become Catholic? 

† Have you been away from the 
Church, and have now returned, but 
want to know more? 

† Have you been a Catholic all your 
life, but never celebrated all the Sacraments of Initiation. 
(Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist)? 

† Have you been baptised; but have not received the sacraments of 
Confirmation and/or Holy Communion? 

† Have you joined us from a different background and would like to 
find out more about the Catholic Church? 
 

If you (“or someone you know”) answers YES to any of these 
questions, you are invited to find out more. It is a journey that begins 
with your questions.  There is no obligation to join us as you discover 
more about your Catholic faith. The decision is ultimately yours to 
discern if this is to be your spiritual home.  
Contact our Pastoral Associate: pa@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  
 
 

                                     On behalf of the Catholic community of St. Marks,  
                     we look forward to welcoming you. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09


Gospel Reflection: Generally, in the gospels, the scribes are shown as antagonistic towards Jesus and when we begin this pas-
sage we may be expecting a trap being laid by the scribe. In Jewish tradition, a lot of teaching occurs through a question and an-
swer style and often the question is related to a particular teaching from Torah. Here, the scribe approaches Jesus as a teacher, a 
rabbi, and poses a question just as he would to any other worthy teacher. He asks which of the commandments Jesus regards to 
be foremost. This could be an opening question to any teacher and one would expect it to be the start of a long conversation. Nei-
ther of the commandments Jesus quotes come from the Ten Commandments with which we are most familiar, but, rather, they 
come from other parts of Torah (the Law). His qualification of the first commandment – to love God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength – is a way of capturing the whole person. What Jesus is saying is to love 
God completely and utterly with your whole person. Then he follows up and adds another commandment – ‘You must love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ The scribe agrees with Jesus’ teaching and adds that these are far more important than offering sacrifice. 
This is a pretty controversial statement from a scribe! Sacrifice has been the official form of prayer practised in the Temple for a 
very long time and he suggests that love of God and love of neighbour are far more important! It is because of this understanding 
about the priority of love over religious practice – the hallmark of the kingdom of God that Jesus proclaims – that Jesus pronounc-
es the scribe to be ‘not far from the kingdom of God.’ 
Historical Context – Sacrifice: We know from the Old Testament that sacrifice was an important religious practice dating back 
to the foundations of Jewish faith. After the construction of the Temple in Jerusalem, sacrifice of birds and animals was practised 
there as the highest form of worship. With the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE – about the time Mark’s gospel was written – 
temple worship and sacrifice came to an abrupt end. The entire nature of Judaism changed from a Temple-centred faith to a 
much more decentralised faith. In this week’s gospel, the gospel writer is projecting the reality of his time back into the scribe’s 
encounter with Jesus. 
Living the Gospel – Love: Jesus reminds us ‘You must love your neighbour as yourself.’ There’s an unspoken, underlying idea 
here that is absolutely crucial. Before you can love your neighbour, you must first love yourself. To say that you love yourself to-
day can imply a level of boastfulness or ego. However, what is required is a genuine love of self – an acceptance; a respect; a 
true valuing of self. Only then can we know how to treat others. When we ask ourselves how we would want to be treated it points 
us towards how we should treat others. What is summed up so simply by Jesus is a very tough ask! 
Gospel Focus – First of all: Jesus is asked which commandment is first and he provides two commandments as his answer. 
However, he doesn’t bundle them together as one overarching commandment – he very distinctly identifies them as first and  
second. Sometimes we can feel the way to express love for God is through demonstrating our love for other people in charitable 
or justice-focused actions. However, Jesus makes clear that the first commandment of all is the love of God with all our being – 
that God is worthy of love in God’s own right. Our love of God may inspire us to action for others but the first step is loving God for 
who God is. 
Questions: 
Q. What is significant about a scribe asking Jesus about the Law? 

Q. What does it mean to love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength? 

Q. Why is the qualifier of ‘as yourself’ important in the commandment to love your neighbour? 

Q. How would our world be different if people genuinely loved their neighbours?           © Greg Sunter 
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  (02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 

St Mark’s Church is open with COVID guidelines. 
  

Due to density, numbers will be restricted  
to the 4m2 rule, (based on first-come entry).  
Bookings not required entry on first - come.  

80 persons per Mass (all ages) 
 

Entry will be to QR, sanitize, wear a mask and social distance,  
there will be no congregational singing. 

  

Those unvaccinated are asked to consider the risk to themselves and 
hence, to family and friends, of attending Church.  
For vaccinated worshippers, the risks are far less.  

Mass - on - demand will still be available to view weekly on our Parish 
You Tube Channel or website.  
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