
 

 

 

When I was a child, we used to go to the tip to dispose of rubbish and I can still remember the stench from the refuse, 

and sometimes there were fires burning and the smoke was very acrid and would burn your nose. The gospel today 

mentions ‘Gehenna’ three times as the place of the damned or we would refer to it as Hell. It was literally the garbage 

dump for Jerusalem and not a very pleasant place. 
 

We sometimes like to skip over the difficult passages of scripture though our Gospel, writer Mark is not scared to go 

there, and deal with confronting issues. He is dealing with envy and jealousy amongst the disciples and graphically 

challenges the followers of Jesus to have a different attitude and behaviour. It would be better to be disabled 

physically then to sin. The challenge for every Christian is to have a heart converted to God and to do good to others. 
 

Jesus is for goodness and healing not about abuse, power and politics. To do ‘mighty deeds’ in his name comes from 

goodness and anyone on the side of goodness will not be foreign to God. It is surprising where you will find goodness 

and kindness when you least expect it. Once I attended a 18th birthday for a young man with an obvious disability at a 

club. He greeted the guests with great joy, and it was a loud and happy occasion. When is mother went to attend to the 

bill she was told a couple seated nearby had paid the account. The mother was in tears because of the kindness of 

strangers. 
 

The spirit of God works mysteriously in the world, and we do not have control over the workings of the spirit and who 

is endowed and inspired. We all receive in Baptism the anointing with the Sacred Oil of Chrism a consecration as a 

Priestly (Holy), Prophetic (speaking and living in a Gospel way) and Kingly (or queenly, the role of service) designation. 

So profound is this we are configured to Christ and are called to “live always as a member of his (Christ) body, sharing 

everlasting life,”. (From the Rite of Baptism) What does this mean for me? How is the spirit working in me? What is God 

calling me to do with my life, talents and gifts? 
 

Let us not be afraid of the Spirit of God in our lives but answer the call to love and service as we are inspired to do. Pray 

asking God to enlighten you, to help give direction and meaning to your life and ministry as a single person, married 

person, older or younger, widowed or divorced/separated whatever our situation in life and be open to the spirit.

 

                  - 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 26th September  2021-

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
Fr. Michael, Parish Priest 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ 
in Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from 

the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in 
the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

 

Entrance Antiphon                          Dn 3:31,29,30,43,42

(R.) All that you have done to us, O Lord, you have 
done with true judgement, for we have sinned against 
you and not obeyed your commandments. But give 
glory to your name and deal with us according to the 
bounty of your mercy. 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify 
you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 

Collect 
O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by  
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your 
grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening to 
attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever. 
 

First Reading                  Nm 11:25-29 

A reading from the book of Numbers  
Are you jealous on my account? Who decrees that all people may prophesy? 

The Lord came down in the Cloud. He spoke with Moses, 
but took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on 
the seventy elders. When the spirit came on them they 
prophesied, but not again. Two men had stayed back in 
the camp; one was called Eldad and the other Medad. The 
spirit came down on them; though they had not gone to 
the Tent, their names were enrolled among the rest. 
These began to prophesy in the camp. The young man 
ran to tell this to Moses, ‘Look’, he said, ‘Eldad and Medad 
are prophesying in the camp.’ Then said Joshua the son 
of Nun, who had served Moses from his youth, ‘My Lord 
Moses, stop them!’ Moses answered him, ‘Are you jealous 
on my account? If only the whole people of the Lord were 
prophets, and the Lord gave his Spirit to them all!’ 

Responsorial Psalm         Ps 18:8. 10. 12-14. R. v.9  

(R.)The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.         
1. The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul.  
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, it gives wisdom to the 
simple.(R.) 
 

2.  The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding for ever. The  
decrees of the Lord are truth and all of them just. (R.) 
 

3. So in them your servant finds instructions; great reward 
is in their keeping. But who can detect all his errors? From  
hidden faults acquit me.  (R.) 
 

4. From presumption restrain your servant and let it not 
rule me. Then shall I be blameless, clean from grave sin. 
(R.) 

 

Second Reading                        Jas 5:1-6 

A reading from the letter of St James    
Your wealth is rotting. 

An answer for the rich. Start crying, weep for the  
miseries that are coming to you. Your wealth is all  
rotting, your clothes are all eaten up by moths. All your 
gold and your silver are corroding away, and the same 
corrosion will be your own sentence, and eat into your 
body. It was a burning fire that you stored up as your 
treasure for the last days. Labourers mowed your fields, 
and you cheated them – listen to the wages that you 
kept back, calling out; realise that the cries of the  
reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. On 
earth you have had a life of comfort and luxury; in the 
time of slaughter you went on eating to your heart’s  
content. It was you who condemned the innocent and 
killed them; they offered you no resistance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Gospel               Mk 9:38-43. 45. 47-48 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
Anyone who is not against us is for us. If your hand should cause you to sin, cut it off. 

John said to Jesus, ‘Master, we saw a man who is not 
one of us casting out devils in your name; and because 
he was not one of us we tried to stop him.’ But Jesus 
said, ‘You must not stop him: no one who works a  
miracle in my name is likely to speak evil of me. Anyone 
who is not against us is for us. ‘If anyone gives you a 
cup of water to drink just because you belong to Christ, 
then I tell you solemnly, he will most certainly not lose 
his reward. ‘But anyone who is an obstacle to bring 
down one of these little ones who have faith, would be 
better thrown into the sea with a great millstone round 
his neck. And if your hand should cause you to sin, cut it 
off; it is better for you to enter into life crippled, than to 
have two hands and go to hell, into the fire that cannot 
be put out. And if your foot should cause you to sin, cut 
it off; it is better for you to enter into life lame, than to 
have two feet and be thrown into hell. And if your eye 
should cause you to sin, tear it out; it is better for you to 
enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than to 
have two eyes and be thrown into hell where their worm 
does not die nor their fire go out.’ 
 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God,  
the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father  
almighty;  from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.   
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                           See Jn 17:17 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your word, O Lord, is truth: make us holy in the 
truth. Alleluia! 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 
and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 

Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 
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Prayers of the Faithful: 
Leader: St. James warms the rich that miseries are coming 
because God listens to the poor. As People of God, poor in 
spirit, we confidently bring our needs to the Father.  
 

Reader: For the Church. Inspired by Pope Francis, may we 
be faithful to the catholic and inclusive vision of God’s  
diverse family. (pause)  
Let us pray together in hope: 
All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.   

Reader: For the lost or excluded, the rejected or discarded. 
May they know the Good News of Jesus Christ through our 
efforts to encounter each other and to build communion in 
diversity.  (pause)  
Let us pray together in hope: 
All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.   

Reader: For Migrants and Refugees. We pray on this  
Sunday for all who have left their homelands, that they will 
summon us to affirm our common humanity. (pause)  
Let us pray together in hope: 
All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.   

Reader: For all participants in the upcoming Plenary  
Council. That they will be heard, believed and responded 
to justly. (pause)  
Let us pray together in hope: 
All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.   

Reader: For elderly people in our parish, at home or in 
care. May the vigour of their youth not be forgotten, and 
their goodness honoured. (pause)  
Let us pray together in hope: 
All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.   
 

Reader: For all who have died, especially while in transit or 
living far from their loved ones. May they enter the new  
Jerusalem where all peoples are united in peace and  
harmony. (pause)  
Let us pray together in hope: 
All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.   
 
 

Leader: Father, we bring our needs to you confident in 
your grace and compassion. We make this prayer through 
the power of the Spirit and in the name of Jesus, your Son. 
(pause)  
All:  Amen. 
 

Offertory Antiphon                    Ps 136:1

(R.) By the rivers of Babylon there we sat and wept, 
when we remembered Sion.  

Communion Antiphon          Cf. Ps 118:49-50

(R.) Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, by 
which you have given me hope. This is my comfort 
when I am brought low. 

Prayer after Communion 
May this heavenly mystery, O Lord, restore us in mind and 
body, that we may be coheirs in glory with Christ, to whose 
suffering we are united whenever we proclaim his Death. 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

     Understanding the Mass 
This simple outline of what is going on with each part of the 
Mass, can be a great help in reflecting on what we are doing 
together. It helps us pray individually and as a community. 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
This part of the Eucharist has four movements:  
1)  The Word of God is proclaimed  - through readings and a 
psalm done in song or said back and forth with a reader. 
2)  The Word is broken open in the Homily.  
3)  We bring our prayers to God together.  
4)  We profess our faith by reciting the Creed together. 
The Biblical Readings:  
We are seated, but stand for the reading of the Gospel.  
The liturgy of the Word is carefully arranged throughout the 
liturgical year.  After the Second Vatican Council it was decided 
to arrange the readings so that we would have a selection from 
almost the entire Bible, over a three year period.  There is a two 
year cycle for the Weekday liturgies and a three year cycle for 
the Sunday readings. 
On weekdays, there is a first reading, a psalm and a Gospel.  On 
Sundays, there is a first reading (usually from the Hebrew 
scriptures); a psalm; a second reading (usually from one of the 
Epistles to the Early Church or from the Book of Revelation; and a 
Gospel. 
During Advent and Christmas, and during Lent and Easter 
seasons of the Church year, the three readings are chosen 
together to take us through those seasons, carefully arranged to 
take us through the movements of those seasons. 
During Ordinary Time, we have a semi-continuous reading from 
one of the gospels for the Gospel reading, and the first reading is 
selected to match or prepare for that Gospel.  The second reading 
is usually unrelated to those two readings, but is a semi-
continuous reading from a series of the letters. 
The Homily: The priest or the deacon breaks open the Word of 
God to help us better hear the Good News and experience its 
grace for us, as we prepare to celebrate the remainder of the 
Eucharist and to live the Good News of Jesus in our daily lives.  
The Profession of Faith: We stand. 
To help us celebrate what we are about to do in the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist, we together profess our faith, based upon the Nicene 
Creed, or at times, the Apostles Creed. The Creed is always 
professed when we gather on Sundays and for other solemn 
feasts.  
The Prayer of the Faithful: We remain standing. 
Having heard the Word of God and professed our faith together, 
we now bring our prayers to our God, including those who serve 
us in the Church, for our civil leaders, and for world and local 
needs, especially for those with the greatest needs. 
We are seated for the Preparation of the Gifts.   
 

Next week understanding The Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

We must always bear in mind that the 
Eucharist is not something we do. It is not 
our own commemoration of what Jesus 
said and did. No. It is precisely an act of 
Christ! It is Christ who acts there, who is 

on the altar. It is a gift of Christ, who 
makes himself present and gathers us 

around him, to nourish us with his Word 
and with his life.  

Pope Francis 2014   

St Vincent de Paul was born to a French peasant family in 1580. He 
was a highly intelligent youth and was educated by the Franciscans 
for several years, before being ordained at the age of 20. In 1605 he 
was captured by Turkish pirates who sold him into slavery, but won 
his freedom after he converted one of his masters to Christianity. 
After returning to France, he served as a parish priest near Paris and 
began to establish charitable organisations that helped the poor, 
nursed the sick and found work for the unemployed. St Vincent 
founded the Congregation of the Daughters of Charity with Louise de 
Marillac, and instituted the Congregation of Priests of the Mission, 
also known as the Lazarists. Today the Society of St Vincent de Paul 
provides relief to people in need across the world. 

https://donate.vinnies.org.au/donation-hub


Our Church is closed.  
Our Restoration Project this week was on the top half main roof and our stained glass windows framework  

repairs began.   
Please keep the Church and our community in your prayers and pray for Spring sunshine.  

On completion of the roof, our carpet and final touches will be done inside the Church.  
Ready for reopening!  

Contact the parish office by phone or email if you need pastoral care, help with a mass offering, sacraments or 
require a priest.   

      Stay in touch via zoom with Mass and Prayer group weekly. 

Towards a wider ‘We’ 

This Sunday, 26th September, the Archdiocese of Sydney asks for your participation in supporting the CWF 
Parish Appeal. Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP stresses the importance of your participation in this appeal, as he 

says: I invite you and all parishioners to join hands together amid this pandemic. Let us support ministries in 
our archdiocese in their efforts to relieve the suffering of our brothers and sisters who are less fortunate.  

“100 years ago, when the world was struggling with the Spanish Flu, Christians offered their aid and resources 
to house and heal the sick, providing food, nursing, and companionship to those affected. Sadly, our current 

COVID-19 pandemic has not only killed millions, made others sick, and brought so much of ordinary life to a 
halt: it has also left many feeling isolated, lonely, abandoned, and despairing. Now, more than ever, our 

community needs the Gospel message of love and its fruits in ministries of mercy.”  

Donate on our parish website www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  Select - Support us - Donate - then from the 
dropdown box 1400841 (Biller Code) CWF - Appeal (This will then register against the Drummoyne parish).  
May God, the source of all blessings, reward your good works! 

https://www.laudatosi.org/ecumenical/season-of-creation/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

St Mark’s parishioners are encouraged to register to join 
together with Catholics across the Archdiocese to pray for 
our parish communities, our city and our nation. This will 

take the form of a simple online holy hour on  
Thursday 30 September, 7 – 8:30 pm. 

Further information and the registration link can be found 
at https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events/ 

 

 
Holy, beloved Father, 

your Son Jesus taught us 
that there is great rejoicing in heaven whenever someone lost is  

found, whenever someone excluded,  
rejected or discarded is gathered into our “we”,  

which thus becomes ever wider.   
We ask you to grant the followers of Jesus, 

and all people of good will, 
the grace to do your will on earth. 

Bless each act of welcome and outreach that draws those in exile 
into the “we” of community and of the Church, 

so that our earth may truly become  
what you yourself created it to be: 

the common home of all our brothers and sisters.  
Amen. 

Support your Archdiocese of Sydney newspaper  
The Catholic Weekly 

While our churches are closed at this time, the Catholic Weekly is  
producing a free digital flipbook edition. 

Sign up for updates directly to your email inbox  
here: www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/. 

 

Read Pope Francis message & watch  
Towards a wider ‘We’  

We are like so many grains of sand, all of us are different and unique, but 
together we can form a beautiful beach, a true work of art…. 

https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events/
https://youtu.be/bVOJMl-0Aro
http://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://youtu.be/bVOJMl-0Aro


 

Zoom  
Thursday at 10:00am 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?
pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 858 9450 4698 
Passcode: 574385 

 

 

  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
    Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP     

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

 
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick and 
vulnerable members of our community: Bob Favorito,  
Vince De Giovanni, Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan, Rocco Zoccali, 
Gemma Tambasco, Patricia Ficarra, Meagan Ficarra,  
Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden, Jean Boccalatte,  
Carolina Bastoni, Lina Giannandrea and all our St. Mark’s Parish  
community at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Giuseppe Gallace, Brian Lees, Mia Emily Pantaleo, Italo Biviano, 
Mary Cantem-Paul, Betty Yee, Maria Catanzaro and Paul Rota. 
 

Recently Deceased:  Daisy Gill, Brian Mulvey, Sr Claire Burgess rsj,  
Dante Cattaruzzi, Agnes Thi Thuan Thai, and Catalina Mitchell.   

We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and 
condolences to their families.  May they rest in peace.  

 

 

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

EVENING PRAYER 

Online Giving is available with the 
use of this QR code.  

 

A link to online giving is also 
available on our webpage, 

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au   
 

Thank you for supporting the 
Ministry and Mission of  

St. Mark’s Parish.  

Watch Sunday Mass at St Mark’s  
every Saturday on demand from 5:30pm  

MORNING PRAYER 

QR DAILY FOR LAUDS & EVENING VESPERS 

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May all the souls of all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 

Join me on  Zoom  
Wednesday 29 September at 7:30pm 

for Mass followed by a catch up.  

Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 812 3280 7589  

Passcode: 025960  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81232807589?

pwd=NVNwZkxDaXcrblNZSnN3WExwTkQ3dz09 

I am looking forward to connecting with you all.  

Hosted by Maria  
All Welcome 

Condolences: We are saddened by the loss as we remember 
parishioner Daisy Gill, who passed this week. We offer our prayers 
and thoughts to Karen and Bernadette and her family. May Daisy’s 
soul be reunited with her husband Alan, and may we take comfort 
that there is one more angel above us. May she rest in peace.   
- - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - - 
This article on Daisy’s scrapbook donation of Alan’s works was published 

in the Catholic weekly.  
Book of ages 
The widow of long-time religious affairs writer Alan Gill has donated 
her late husband’s scrapbook to The Catholic Weekly.  
Alan, who wrote for The Sydney Morning Herald from 1971 until 
1988 and was a 
contributor the 
Catholic Weekly and 
The National Times, 
wrote on a variety of 
subjects, from the 
Papal Tour of John 
Paul II to the Catholic 
outposts he visited in 
Palm Island, Papua 
New Guinea and 
leprosy colonies in 
Queensland and 
Hawaii. He also 
interviewed the Reverend Ian Paisley, the Dalai Lama, the King of 
Tonga and Mother Teresa in his time. While Daisy relishes the 
memories of Alan's career, she can no longer manage to read Alan’s 
heavy, large scrapbook. 
“There is no room here,” she says while holding the book in her 
Drummoyne nursing home. “I can’t read it because it is too big for 
me. But I don't want to throw it away. I want it to go to somebody 
who can appreciate it and can read the articles.” Alan later became a 
sub-editor The Sydney Morning Herald until he took a voluntary 
redundancy in 1995. He then worked for the ABC before joining the 
NSW Department of Environment and Planning.  
In 1995, he was made a member of the Order of Australia for his 
services to the media. In retirement, he wrote five books including 
Orphans of Empire (1997) about British child migrants.  
Alan passed away on February 23, 2018. May Daisy rest in peace.  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/drummoyneparish
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89621571498?pwd=U2I4VzdyellOWkZjSlNvLzVQRVlGQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89621571498?pwd=U2I4VzdyellOWkZjSlNvLzVQRVlGQT09


 

Welcome to 2021  

www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au 

Gospel Reflection: The first part of today’s gospel deals with the disciples’ jealousy at someone else ‘cashing in’ on Jesus’ 
name and authority. It is a continuation of their limited understanding about the message and ministry of Jesus. They still cling to 
an idea that Jesus is going to rise up in power against the forces of Rome and, in the aftermath, they are going to be sitting pretty 
as associates of this powerful figure. The disciples have been blinded by their dreams of glory and forgotten that the real story is 
that people are being cured and having demons cast out. Rather than celebrating the healing that is occurring in Jesus’ name, the 
disciples are jealous that it’s someone else who is getting the credit. Jesus assures them, and us, that any good work being  
undertaken genuinely in his name is to be welcomed. It is a reminder to us that sometimes we look down on the work of others 
because ‘they’re not one of us’, or ‘they’re not doing it our way’. 

The second portion of the gospel is one of the really challenging teachings of Jesus. Drawing on the image of the community as 
being a whole body, the teaching suggests that it is better to remove the part of the body/community that is causing sinfulness 
than have the whole body/community perish. It is a concept we are familiar with in modern medicine: sometimes it is necessary to 
remove diseased tissue to prevent the spread of disease. We are reminded that if we surround ourselves with negative people 
and negative influences, we too will become negative. If we separate ourselves from negative influences and surround ourselves 
with positive ones then the positive aspects of our lives will flourish. 

Have you thought? Jealousy: The disciples are portrayed as being jealous of someone healing in the name of Jesus. It is 
almost an intellectual property argument – you can’t use Jesus’ name to heal, only we can ’cause we’re with Jesus. Their attitude 
sounds quite childish but it is an attitude we encounter all the time – and are perhaps guilty of ourselves at times. In our world that 
encourages competitive behaviour at every turn, Jesus’ attitude is a challenging one – if good is being done, why care who gets 
the credit for it? Perhaps politicians would get more done if they weren’t concerned about getting credit for what they do. 

Living the Gospel – Cut it out! The thought of cutting off a hand or foot or tearing out an eye seems a bit extreme if taken 
literally. Whilst Jesus didn’t mean for us to do a bit of self-surgery, if we find ourselves caught in behaviour that is self-destructive 
or hurtful to others, the only solution is quite literally to ‘cut it out’. We know within ourselves when our actions are life-giving or life
-harming. Surprisingly we often persist with harmful behaviour even when we know it’s harmful. Jesus’ solution is simple: cut out 
the negative behaviour and get back on track. That’s the principle behind Reconciliation. 

Gospel Focus – Anyone not against us is for us: It is sometimes quite baffling why the movement for ecumenical dialogue is 
so laboured and apparently delivering such limited results. It seems that it is human nature to dwell much more on what makes us 
different rather than on what we have in common. Unfortunately, efforts to build dialogue between Christian churches seem to 
inevitably turn up the differences that impede dialogue more than the commonalities that foster dialogue. Jesus made it clear that 
‘anyone who is not against us is for us’. Perhaps if we focus on the common goal of leading people to Jesus we can get beyond 
the differences that set us against each other. 

Questions: 
Q. Why would someone using a literal interpretation of this text find it problematic?   
Q. How might the teaching about cutting off what causes sin be relevant to your life?     
Q. How do the people we mix with impact our ideas and actions?     
Q. How would life be different if we all adopted a position of ‘anyone not against us is for us’?           © Greg Sunter 

The instrumentum laboris, draws heavily on the voices heard 
during the Listening and Dialogue and Listening and Discernment 

phases of the Plenary Council, but also from other key sources.  
It is entitled Continuing the Journey. 

A number of key themes emerge in the document, including: 

 renewing a Christ-centred Church that heals wounds and warms 
hearts; 

 strengthening practices of discernment and synodality; 
 the call to co-responsibility in mission and governance;  
 embedding a response to the Royal Commission into Institutional 

Responses to Child Sexual Abuse; 
 renewing and supporting the ordained ministry; 
 promoting discipleship in parishes, families and young people; 

 forming prayerful and Eucharistic communities that are eager to 
engage in society for the service of all; 

 proclaiming the Gospel in a change of era; 
 renewing the Church’s solidarity with First Australians and those 

on the margins of society; 
 promoting an integral ecology of life for all persons, societies and 

our common home, the Earth. 

Read the Instrumentum Laboris online 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/PC-IL-210902-online.pdf


Welcome to 2021  

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 

Each week St Mark’s produces a Children’s Liturgy bulletin 
with gospel YouTube links,  gospel 
reflections, celebrating saints and feast days 
and activities to help your child, with the 
Mass and to understand God who speaks to 
them daily. Download online or collect from  
the parish office porch.  

 
 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/bulletins/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/bulletins/

