
The prophetic, challenging and confronting Jesus is on display 

in this Sunday’s Gospel. It almost appears Jesus is goading or 

stirring them up in his words and actions. He is being faithful to 

the true role of a prophetic figure as portrayed in the Old 

Testament. The good news is, we are all called to be prophetic 

in our words and actions because we were anointed with the 

Oil of Chrism at our Baptism into Christ Jesus Our Lord. 

The Gospel passage we read today is all about ‘clean’ and 

‘unclean’. Jesus breaks the mould and challenges their 

understanding of what God wants and what are the traditions 

and customs that have grown up around the Law of God. It is 

what comes out of a person in their words and actions which 

shows what is in their heart. For Jesus the heart is where he 

wants conversion and a change of to take affect and be 

revealed in our words and actions. 

 We are used to prescriptions on our physical activity, at the moment to keep everyone safe we, use hand sanitising, 

wear masks, keeping physical distance so as not to infect or be infected by somebody, stay at home and working 

safely are the rules of life. We pray that with these precautions and immunisation we will come through this time 

without loss of life. We are forced to confront our human situation without normal distractions, and 

we have had to learn new ways of living, relating to each other and keeping ourselves on some sort of equilibrium to 

come through this testing time. 

Jesus wants us and all people to be honest, and to have hearts that are turned towards God and hearts that really 

love others with an unselfishness and generosity that he displayed when he gave his life, that all would have life 

eternal. He prayed for those who persecuted him and forgave them because they did not know what they were 

doing. He is the one who forgave the thief on the cross next to him and said, ‘today you will be with me in paradise’. 

Jesus’ heart was turned towards the loving Fathers’ will, and so our hearts need to discern and know the will of God 

for us and be open to our prophetic role in this world.  

This role may be closer than we think!  Even in our own family!    Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
Fr. Michael, Parish Priest 

 

Australia’s Churches Are Joining in Prayer for the 
Covid-19 Crisis and You Are Invited  

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY  

 

READ STATEMENT ONLINE 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Social-Justice-Statement-2021-22.pdf


 

Entrance Antiphon                   Cf. Ps 85:3,5

(R.) Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the 
day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of 
mercy to all who call to you. 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Collect 
God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts the 
love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of  
reverence, you may nurture in us what is good and, by your 
watchful care, keep safe what you have nurtured. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
 

First Reading                  Dt 4:1-2. 6-8 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 
You may add nothing to the word which I speak to you – keep the commands of the Lord.  
Moses said to the people: ‘Now, Israel, take notice of the 
laws and customs that I teach you today, and observe them, 
that you may have life and may enter and take possession of 
the land that the Lord the God of your fathers is giving you. 
You must add nothing to what I command you, and take 
nothing from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord 
your God just as I lay them down for you. Keep them,  
observe them, and they will demonstrate to the peoples your 
wisdom and understanding. When they come to know of all 
these laws they will exclaim, “No other people is as wise and 
prudent as this great nation.” And indeed, what great nation 
is there that has its gods so near as the Lord our God is to 
us whenever we call to him? And what great nation is there 
that has laws and customs to match this whole Law that I put 
before you today?’ 

Responsorial Psalm           Ps 14:2-5. R. v.1 

(R.) The just will live in the presence of the Lord.      
1.  Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain? He who 
walks without fault; he who acts with justice and speaks the 
truth from his heart. (R.) 
 

2.  He who does no wrong to his brother, who casts no slur 
on his neighbour, who holds the godless in disdain, but  
honours those who fear the Lord. (R.) 

3. He who keeps his pledge, come what may; who takes no 
interest on a loan and accepts no bribes against the  
innocent. Such a man will stand firm for ever. (R.) 

 

 

Second Reading           Jas 1:17-18, 21-22, 27 

A reading from the letter of St James    
Be doers of the word . 

It is all that is good, everything that is perfect, which is  
given us from above; it comes down from the Father of all 
light; with him there is no such thing as alteration, no  
shadow of a change. By his own choice he made us his 
children by the message of the truth so that we should be 
a sort of first-fruits of all that he had created. 
Accept and submit to the word which has been planted in 
you and can save your souls. But you must do what the 
word tells you, and not just listen to it and deceive  
yourselves. 
Pure, unspoilt religion, in the eyes of God our Father is 
this: coming to the help of orphans and widows when they 
need it, and keeping oneself uncontaminated by the world. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gospel                 Mk 7:1-8. 14-15. 21-23 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
You forget the commandments of God and hold on to human tradition. 

The Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come 
from Jerusalem gathered round Jesus, and they noticed 
that some of his disciples were eating with unclean hands, 
that is, without washing them. For the Pharisees, and the 
Jews in general, follow the tradition of the elders and  
never eat without washing their arms as far as the elbow; 
and on returning from the market place they never eat 
without first sprinkling themselves. There are also many 
other observances which have been handed down to them 
concerning the washing of cups and pots and bronze  
dishes. So these Pharisees and scribes asked him, ‘Why 
do your disciples not respect the tradition of the elders but 
eat their food with unclean hands?’ He answered, ‘It was 
of you hypocrites that Isaiah so rightly prophesied in this 
passage of scripture: 
This people honours me only with lip-service, while their 
hearts are far from me. The worship they offer me is 
worthless, the doctrines they teach are only human  
regulations. You put aside the commandment of God to 
cling to human traditions.’ 
He called the people to him again and said, ‘Listen to me, 
all of you, and understand. Nothing that goes into a man 
from outside can make him unclean; it is the things that 
come out of a man that make him unclean. For it is from 
within, from men’s hearts, that evil intentions emerge:  
fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, malice, deceit, 
indecency, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things 
come from within and make a man unclean.’ 
 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God,  
the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.   
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation           Jas 1:18 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Father gave us birth by his message of truth, 
that we might be as the first fruits of his creation.  
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ 
in Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from 

the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in 
the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


 

 

 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Leader: Let us bring our prayers to the God of all creation 
and accompany in prayer for all those who most need God’s 
mercy and healing.  

Reader: We pray for the church that the Body of Christ  
listens attentively and responds with transformative practical 
action to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. (pause)  
Lord, hear us 
All:  Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader: We pray for the church and civic leaders that all 
leaders respect and partner with the lived wisdom of First 
Nations people in actively caring for country and nurturing 
healthy, integrated communities.  (pause)  
Lord, hear us 
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for environmentally degraded parts of the 
earth, and for those living in poverty: that government,  
business, and community policies and practices at the local, 
national, and international level honour reflect and protect 
the sacredness of all places creatures and people. (pause)  
Lord, hear us 
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for our hospitals and all medical staff: may 
the services they provide bring hope, consolation and  
healing to the families and individuals in their care. (pause)  
Lord, hear us 
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for those who are preparing to be  
confirmed this year may we accept the leading of the Holy 
Spirit to provide goodness and share love in our wider  
community. (pause)  
Lord, hear us 
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the faithful who have died may they be 
raised up by Christ on the last day. (pause)  
Lord, hear us 
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Leader: God of the universe, you are the living Word,  
planted deep in our hearts. Grant us the wisdom, courage, 
and commitment to love and care for your magnificent world 
of never-ending wonders. Direct our ideas, discernment, and 
action so that all can fulfil their sacred promise and purpose, 
according to your law. We ask this through Christ, Our Lord.  
(pause)  
All:  Amen. 
 

Offertory Antiphon                Ps 39:14.15 

(R.) Look down, O Lord to help me; let them be  
confounded and ashamed who seek after my soul to take 
it away; look down, O Lord to help me.  
 

Prayer over the Offerings 
May this sacred offering, O Lord, confer on us always the 
blessing of salvation, that what it celebrates in mystery it may 
accomplish in power. Through Christ our Lord. 

Communion Antiphon           Ps 30:20

(R.) How great is the goodness, Lord, that you keep for 
those who fear you. 

Prayer after Communion 
Renewed by this bread from the heavenly table, we beseech 
you, Lord, that, being the food of charity, it may confirm our 
hearts and stir us to serve you in our neighbour. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Confirmation 2021 
Our candidates are in their preparation for Confirmation.  

Please pray for them during this time.  

Prayer for Confirmation Candidates 
Lord,  

You send out Your Spirit to touch the hearts of all people, so 
that they may believe in You and in Jesus whom You sent. 

 

Look kindly on all candidates for Confirmation as they listen 
to Your voice.  

Open their hearts to your Spirit and bring to fulfilment the 
good work that You have begun in them. 

 

As we prepare these children for Confirmation, make each 
of us an instrument of Your love.  

 

Teach us to appreciate what is holy in others, and to be 
patient with what we do not understand. 

 

Deepen our faith in the Gospel and help us to pass it on by 
our example.  

We pray that You will continue to guide us and sustain us. 
through Christ Our Lord.   

Amen. 

What are the Ember Days? 

Tempora ---> Empor ---> Ember 

Despite their title, these days have nothing to do with fire at all. 
Rather, their English name is an alteration over time of the original 
Latin, Quatuor Tempora, meaning "four times." In England they 
were called Quatember then shortened to just Ember. 

The Ember Days are sets of 3 penitential days put aside at the start 
of each natural season for prayer, fasting, abstinence, and 
thanksgiving. They are a time to consecrate each season to God, 
show gratitude for his creation, and offer sacrifice for the intentions 
of His blessing for a bountiful harvest and its proper use. 
 

As we pray to God for bounty in the current season, it is fitting that 
we also pray for the harvest of souls and the increase of the workers 
in that vineyard, vocations and holy Priests. This discipline harkens 
back to Matthew 9:37-38 where Christ asks us to pray for vocations 
when he says, “…The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field.” 
 

Drawing on the existing Roman practice of quarterly fasting for the 
intention of a plentiful harvest, the early 3rd century Pope Callixtus I 
instituted within the Church these four times of fasting for greater 
vocations. In the early 5th century Pope Leo the Great believed that 
the Ember Days went back to at least the apostles and perhaps the 
Jewish custom of fasting four times a year. Later, in the late 5th 
century, Pope Gelasius I required that all ordinations, to any of the 
seven Holy Orders, take place on Ember Saturdays. This remained 
the case until Vatican II. We can see the connection between fasting, 
prayer, and then ordination through the example the Apostles in Acts 
13:3, “Then they, fasting and praying, and imposing their hands 
upon them, sent them away." Finally, Pope Gregory VII set the 
specific days of the week & feast days that each Embertide follows 
for the universal Church in the 11th century.  

EMBER DAYS mark the beginning of each of the 
four seasons. In Australia, the Church observes the 

first Fridays of Autumn and Spring (March and 
September) as special days of prayer and penance, 

focussing on the environment , the seasons and 
God’s providence.   



-Social Justice Sunday-  



 

        

      St Mark's Parish 
       33 Tranmere Street Drummoyne NSW 2047 Australia   Tel (61 2) 9181 1795 

                              email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au   website:  www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au        

Dear Parishioners,  
 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic and the measures put in place we are all in lockdown and our Church remains closed. Our 

Masses are suspended out of an “abundance of caution”, but out of “an abundance of love”, by this, I am especially mindful 

of those most vulnerable, by staying away, we assist to slow down the spread of this virus, so that our health system can cope, 

and all members of our community are protected. 
 
 

PASTORAL CARE & OUTREACH:   

A high priority during this time, pastoral care is still being provided daily, I along with Fr Denis say Mass for the parish 

community and if you wish to have a Mass said for a passed loved one, please let the office know. Weekly I call parishioners 

to check-in, and I continue my zoom meetings with the archbishop, fellow priests, the SRE leaders, as well as I continue my 

zoom board meetings in my role as Episcopal Vicar where I find out how the extended community is going.  

We live in an age when it seems possible to believe that modern opportunities, education, medical care, and technology can 

deliver us the happiness we seek. When we are faced with a fear that threatens to overwhelm us, we become aware of the fact 

that we remain vulnerable creatures, dependent on a God who is greater than us for everything, including every breath that 

we take. We understand the reality of human vulnerability is a gift that opens us to receive and to give true love in Jesus 

Christ.  

Funerals are being celebrated in line with covid guidelines. I am currently preparing our Confirmation candidates for their 

Sacrament and speaking with them weekly by zoom. Baptism preparation is being done by zoom monthly and all our 

Baptism and wedding celebrations are being moved around in line with the Church continued closure.  St Vincent de Paul 

are still under covid conditions looking out for our community with food deliveries and emotional support. Our ability to 

offer activities and formation opportunities relies solely on the continued generosity of you, who like all parishioners are 

called to be ‘partners in mission’. 
 

MASS & PRAYER:  

I stay in touch each..  

† Wednesday with a livestream weekly Mass for you, followed by a chat, please join me if you wish, you can always just 

stay for Mass if you do not want to chat.  

† Sunday Mass is available to watch at a time suitable for you and the family on our Parish YouTube channel.  

† Thursday morning Maria and the ladies zoom for prayer and rosary, and I am sure there is an exchange of news. 

† Weekly our Parish bulletin is published with a lot if prayer suggestions for you, as well as articles and archdiocese 

happenings, if you are out walking copies can be collected from the table by the Church steps. 

† Weekly we do a Children’s Liturgy bulletin with gospel YouTube links, games and prayers.  

† Weekly we email parishioners with additional prayer links, archdiocese news, Vatican news and other happenings.   

† We will be doing a Rosary on zoom especially for our HSC Year 12 students as they in prepare for their exams, stay 

tuned for a date to join us in praying for them.  

For any of the above zoom links, prayers, children’s liturgy & parish bulletins they can be found on the parish website.    
 

CHURCH RESTORATION:  

This week our works started again on our Church restoration, following the delay due to site closures. Next week our 

scaffolding goes up for our roofing project, and once our roof is secure our carpet and final touches will be completed inside 

the Church. We are looking at another 4+ weeks of works.  
 

PARISH OFFICE:  
We aim to keep our office open for you to contact us by phone or email, as we are unable to have visitors. Our meeting 

rooms and other parish facilities are closed. Keep in mind our Church Birthday event “Building on the Foundation of our 

Future” is postponed until Sunday 27 February 2022 so save the date and bring a table of friends and family to celebrate with 

me and our community.  
 

Please stay in touch via our Masses or through the Parish office, and most importantly in prayer as we all navigate these 

difficult days and weeks together.  

            Fr Michael – Parish Priest  

Catholic Parish of St Mark’s Drummoyne 

mailto:admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au


  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
    Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP     

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick and 
vulnerable members of our community: Bob Favorito,  
Vince De Giovanni, Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan, Rocco Zoccali, 
Gemma Tambasco, Patricia Ficarra, Meagan Ficarra,  
Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden, Jean Boccalatte,  
Carolina Bastoni & Lina Giannandrea & all St. Mark’s community 
at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Maria Megale, Elvira "Vera" Favorito, Maria Catanzaro, Paul Rota, 
Betty Yee, Guiseppe Colantino, Paola Restuccia, Tony Restuccia,  
Lily Conaghan, Jimmy Conaghan, Eddie Conaghan, Nora McLean,  
Michael Conaghan, Margaret Bridge, Elizabeth Donato,  
Margaret Tosello, Iris Moreno, Rema Flannery & Umberto Portelli 
 

Recently Deceased: Fr John Neill OP, Fr Romuald Josko,  
Agnes Thi Thuan Thai, Catalina Mitchell, Fr Francis O'Shea,  
Fr Max Barrett, Desie O’Neill, Cecilia Chye, Moria Brady,  
Lena Mitchell, Beverly Tierney, Maria Favorito, and  
Margaret McCafferty,   

We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and 
condolences to their families.  May they rest in peace.  

 

- ST MARK’S MORNING PRAYER & ROSARY GROUP -  
Hosted by Maria  

Zoom on Thursday’s at 10:00am 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?
pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 858 9450 4698 
Passcode: 574385 

- ALL WELCOME -  

 

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

EVENING PRAYER 

We thank all parishioners who join the 
Planned Giving Program  
for their generosity and  

commitment to our Parish.  
QR if you wish to contribute  

Watch Sunday Mass at St Mark’s  
every Saturday on demand from 5:30pm  

MORNING PRAYER 

QR DAILY FOR LAUDS & EVENING VESPERS 

Visit for daily prayers https://www.popesprayer.va/ 

Download the App for prayers 
on your morning walks!  

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May all the souls of all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Join me on  Zoom  
Wednesday 1 September at 7:30pm for 

Mass followed by a catch up.  

Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 812 3280 7589  
Passcode: 025960  

I am looking forward to connecting with you all.  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81232807589?
pwd=NVNwZkxDaXcrblNZSnN3WExwTkQ3dz09 

Sacrament of Penance  
(Confession| Reconciliation)  

Candidates and their families are 
reminded of the receiving the 

Sacrament of Penance before 
Confirmation. The Sacrament is 
available to all parishioners on 

request to the Parish office and COVID conditions apply.  

Pope Francis:  
Paralympians offer testimony of hope and courage. 

 

This week, in Tokyo, the Paralympic Games got underway.  
I send my greetings to the athletes and I thank them because 

they offer everyone a witness of hope and courage.  
They, in fact, manifest how being committed to sports helps 

overcome apparently insurmountable difficulties.  
 

Pope Francis 25 August 2021 

How has the Spirit 
been moving in your 
life and ministry over 

the past weeks? 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.popesprayer.va/
https://www.popesprayer.va/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89621571498?pwd=U2I4VzdyellOWkZjSlNvLzVQRVlGQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89621571498?pwd=U2I4VzdyellOWkZjSlNvLzVQRVlGQT09


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection: No matter how good the intention, sometimes misguided principles can lead to false action. This is what  
Jesus chastised the Pharisees about. The traditions that had been established through the Pharisees and the Lawyers were  
certainly based on the Law as stated in the Torah. However, the practices that had been established to try to help people honour 
the Torah had effectively replaced the Law. In order to maintain spiritual cleanliness, a tradition of physical cleanliness had 
emerged – particularly around interaction with Gentiles and around eating. However, the purpose of the tradition had become lost. 
The need for physical cleanliness had replaced the maintenance of spiritual cleanliness.  

The Pharisees observe some of the disciples eating without properly washing their hands and challenge Jesus about it. They are 
upholding the tradition that has effectively become the Law. Jesus reminds them – somewhat forcefully – that these external  
practices are not the Law; rather the Law is observed internally. Jesus goes so far as to call the Pharisees hypocrites. It is a  
criticism of them that the gospel writers attribute to Jesus quite frequently. For Jesus, hypocrisy was one of the greatest failings. 
Because Jesus placed such a high price on integrity of word and action he could not abide those who proclaimed to be just, pious 
or forgiving and yet acted in ways that were contrary to these claims. His chastisement of the Pharisees – calling them  
hypocrites – was a challenge to their observation of external practices and rituals instead of seeking to understand the Torah as a 
call to a change of heart. Jesus points out that no amount of ritual cleansing will make a person clean within. Similarly, evil and 
uncleanliness come from within a person – one doesn’t ‘catch it’ from contact with strangers. 

Historical Context – Pharisees: Pharisees were mostly lay men (i.e. generally not Priests) who were characterised by a 
strict observance of the Torah as well as an oral tradition of teaching and interpretation. They believed that the Torah required  
interpretation – by engaging in this interpretation they participated in God’s ongoing revelation. They also had a strong belief that 
all Jewish people were called to be a priestly people. This belief naturally put them at odds with the Priests of the Temple. After the 
destruction of the Temple in 70 CE, the teachings of the Pharisees gained prominence and eventually developed into Rabbinic 
Judaism that continues today. 

Scriptural context – Mark’s Audience: It is widely believed that the Gospel of Mark was written for a predominantly  
Greek-speaking, Gentile audience. Today’s gospel passage is a perfect example of literary evidence that has been used to  
establish this position. The gospel writer clearly explains the Jewish practice of washing to the elbows before eating and ritual 
cleansing upon return from the marketplace where they would have encountered Gentiles. Obviously, a Jewish audience would not 
need this explanation. This practice of looking for information about the author and their audience within the text itself is a form of 
Literary Criticism. 

Gospel Focus – The things within: We live in a culture that is very quick to lay blame on external factors; some people are 
very reluctant to accept responsibility for their own actions and look for opportunities to distance themselves from feelings of guilt 
or even regret. Jesus makes it very clear that evil intentions – the things that make a person ‘unclean’ – actually come from within. 
He presents a confronting list of the things that come from within and we may be able to add others relevant to our own time. In our 
culture of no personal responsibility, Jesus challenges us to rethink just where the buck does stop. 

Questions: 
Q. Do you think Jesus and his disciples deliberately provoked this confrontation? 
Q. Is the problem of honouring God ‘only with lip-service’ still a problem in today’s Church?   
Q. Does this teaching of Jesus challenge the notion that human beings are intrinsically good?   
Q. Although ‘evil things come from within’ are there external things that ‘feed’ these vices?            © Greg Sunter 



Welcome to 2021  

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

