
 

We all have moments or times of decision or choice in our lives. Today’s Gospel will seem as though it comes out of the 

blue because the Sunday reading of Chapter 6 of John over the last few weeks it has been interrupted by the special feast of St 

Mary of the Cross McKillop and The Feast of The Assumption – otherwise we would have had the fuller text of John 6. 
 

When people come to talk about the Eucharist and its meaning, I invite them to read Jn 6 and then come and have a good talk 

about the Eucharist and the Real Presence in the Bread and Wine that become the Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharistic 

celebration. Jesus challenges his followers about the teaching he is espousing in this chapter and some commentators say the 

whole of this Gospel is a manual for early believers or an instructional text on the Christian faith. 
 

This text is a distillation of the teaching and the lived experience of the early Church and contains elements the scholars say of 

the liturgical life of the early Christian communities. John brings together the teaching of the other Gospels, the lived experience 

of the early Church and places this before the early believers and those who want to know and understand the teaching of 

Jesus. Doubt and mystery are part of this teaching and challenge us to believe. 
 

The phrase ‘they no longer went with him’ or ‘stopped going with him” v.66, depending on the translation used, to me is one of 

the saddest texts in the scriptures. Here was Jesus in the midst of his followers who had been with them for some time and 

experienced all that had happened and yet they found this teaching too challenging. 
 

The question Jesus asked his disciples “Do you also want to leave?” is one we answer with our lives and the choices we make. In 

this difficult time when Churches are closed, and we cannot come together to pray and celebrate even if we want to, we are 

forced to ensure our relationship with God and the community of the Church remains strong through personal or family daily 

prayer, making an effort to reflect on the scriptures and reaching out, in a covid safe way, to those in need. Be assured you are 

prayed for every day at St Mark’s. Mass is offered for you and your intentions. This weekend we have a special opportunity to 

pray as a whole community for relief from the affects of this contagion and pray for all those who seek to serve us during this 

difficult time. There is no distance in love and prayer.  

Lord, whom shall we go to? You have the words of everlasting life. 

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,  Fr. Michael, Parish Priest 

 

Register: https://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/lordhavemercy 

Church Leaders are calling the Nation to Prayer for the Covid 

Crisis under the banner of AUSTRALIA PRAYS.  

The team at the Australian National Day of Prayer & Fasting, is 

calling Australia to united prayer in light of the current crisis. 

Australia’s Churches Are Joining in Prayer for the 
Covid-19 Crisis and You Are Invited  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/c/StMarysCathedralSydney
https://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/lordhavemercy?fbclid=IwAR144jgQnHlamoMVLpN4a4OfQoj4AJOK3JTfrc9szvJuMdNdiexJOI8YViE


 

Entrance Antiphon                   Cf. Ps 85:1-3

(R.) Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save the 
servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Collect 
O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a  
single purpose, grant your people to love what you  
command and to desire what you promise, that, amid the 
uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on that 
place where true gladness is found. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
 

First Reading                 Jos 24:1-2. 15-18 

A reading from the book of Joshua     
We will serve the Lord God, because he is our God. 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; 
then he called the elders, leaders, judges and scribes of  
Israel, and they presented themselves before God. Then 
Joshua said to all the people: ‘If you will not serve the Lord, 
choose today whom you wish to serve, whether the gods 
that your ancestors served beyond the River, or the gods of 
the Amorites in whose land you are now living. As for me 
and my House, we will serve the Lord.’ 

The people answered, ‘We have no intention of deserting the 
Lord and serving other gods! Was it not the Lord our God 
who brought us and our ancestors out of the land of Egypt, 
the house of slavery, who worked those great wonders  
before our eyes and preserved us all along the way we  
travelled and among all the peoples through whom we  
journeyed. We too will serve the Lord, for he is our God.’ 

Responsorial Psalm         Ps 33:2-3. 16-23. R. v.9 

(R.) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.     
1.  I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise always on my 
lips; in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. The humble 
shall hear and be glad. (R.) 
 

2.  The Lord turns his face against the wicked to destroy 
their remembrance from the earth. The Lord turns his eyes 
to the just and his ears to their appeal.  (R.) 

3. They call and the Lord hears and rescues them in all their 
distress. The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; those 
whose spirit is crushed he will save. (R.) 

4. Many are the trials of the just man but from them all the 
Lord will rescue him. He will keep guard over all his bones, 
not one of his bones shall be broken. (R.) 

5.  Evil brings death to the wicked; those who hate the good 
are doomed. The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. 
Those who hide in him shall not be condemned.  (R.) 

 
Second Reading             Eph 5:21-32 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians   
This is the great mystery, it applies to Christ and the Church. 

Give way to one another in obedience to Christ. Wives 
should regard their husbands as they regard the Lord, 
since as Christ is head of the Church and saves the whole 
body, so is a husband the head of his wife; and as the 
Church submits to Christ, so should wives to their  
husbands, in everything. Husbands should love their wives 
just as Christ loved the Church and sacrificed himself for 
her to make her holy. He made her clean by washing her 
in water with a form of words, so that when he took her to 
himself she would be glorious, with no speck or wrinkle or 
anything like that, but holy and faultless. In the same way, 
husbands must love their wives as they love their own 
bodies; for a man to love his wife is for him to love himself. 
A man never hates his own body, but he feeds it and looks 
after it; and that is the way Christ treats the Church,  
because it is his body – and we are its living parts. For this 
reason, a man must leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the two will become one body. This 
mystery has many implications; but I am saying it applies 
to Christ and the Church. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Gospel                               Jn 6:60-69 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Lord, whom shall we go to? You have the words of everlasting life. 

After hearing his doctrine many of the followers of Jesus 
said, ‘This is intolerable language. How could anyone  
accept it?’ Jesus was aware that his followers were  
complaining about it and said, ‘Does this upset you? What 
if you should see the Son of Man ascend to where he was 
before? 
‘It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh has nothing to offer. 
The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 
‘But there are some of you who do not believe.’ For Jesus 
knew from the outset those who did not believe, and who it 
was that would betray him. He went on, ‘This is why I told 
you that no one could come to me unless the Father  
allows him.’ After this, many of his disciples left him and 
stopped going with him. 
Then Jesus said to the Twelve, ‘What about you, do you 
want to go away too?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘Lord, who 
shall we go to? You have the message of eternal life, and 
we believe; we know that you are the Holy One of God.’ 
 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God,  
the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.   
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation              

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your words, Lord, are spirit and life: you have the 
words of everlasting life. 
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ 
in Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from 

the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in 
the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


 

 

 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Leader: The psalmist tells us that the Lord rescues all in  
distress and so in faith, we place our needs before God.  
 

Reader: We pray for Pope Francis and all the leaders of our 
Church. May they always choose to serve the God who has 
brought them salvation. (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader: We pray for the leaders of our government and  
social institutions. May the Spirit that gives life open their 
hearts of stone and give them the strength to lead with virtue 
and generosity, particularly in this time of pandemic. (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the people of Lebanon, Tigray,  
Afghanistan, Myanmar and every nation peoples in distress. 
May they not lose hope in the promise of peace and justice. 
(pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the leaders of the Church in Australia 
and the members of the Plenary Council. May they be open 
to the Spirit as they work for the future of the church in our 
country. (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the families of and those preparing for  
Confirmation will always be receptive to the Gospel.  
May we share generously all that we have received from 
God.  (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for those who are suffering bereavement 
from COVID-19 and separation from loved ones. May they 
find strength, comfort and peace through those around them 
and those praying for them.  (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  
 

Leader: Loving God, we know that the Spirit gives life and 
we know that through the Spirit these needs will be  
answered. We make our prayer in the name of Jesus, our 
Lord.  (pause)  
All:  Amen. 
 

Offertory Antiphon                Ps 39:2.3.4. 

(R.) With expectation I have waited for the Lord, and he 
had regard to me, and he heard my prayer, and he put a 
new canticle into my mouth a hymn of praise to God.  
 

Prayer over the Offerings 
O Lord, who gained for yourself a people by adoption through 
the one sacrifice offered once for all, bestow graciously on 
us, we pray, the gifts of unity and peace in your Church. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Communion Antiphon         Cf. Ps 103:13-15 

(R.) The earth is replete with the fruits of your work,  
O Lord; you bring forth bread from the earth and wine to 
cheer the heart. 

or                Cf. Jn 6:54 

(R.) Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has  
eternal life, says the Lord, and I will raise him up on the 
last day. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Complete within us, O Lord, we pray, the healing work of your 
mercy and graciously perfect and sustain us, so that in all 
things we may please you. Through Christ our Lord. 

Confirmation 2021 
This week our candidates began their preparation for 

Confirmation on Zoom.  
Please pray for them during this time.  

Prayer for Confirmation Candidates 
Lord, You send out Your Spirit to touch the hearts of all 

people, so that they may believe in You and in Jesus whom 
You sent. 

Look kindly on all candidates for Confirmation as they listen 

to Your voice. Open their hearts to your Spirit and bring to 
fulfilment the good work that You have begun in them. 

As we prepare these children for Confirmation, make each 
of us an instrument of Your love. Teach us to appreciate 

what is holy in others, and to be patient with what we do not 
understand. 

Deepen our faith in the Gospel and help us to pass it on by 
our example. We pray that You will continue to guide us 

and sustain us. 
through Christ Our Lord.  Amen. 

24 August: St Bartholomew, Apostle. 
He was born at Cana and brought by 
the Apostle Philip to meet Jesus. 
Nothing further is known for certain. 
Eusebius speaks of him in India, but 
the Roman Martyrology has him 
martyred in Armenia, skinned alive 
according to the Persian custom. 
Because his relics were enshrined on 
the island in the Tiber that is 
principally used as a hospital, he has 
become a patron saint of the sick.  



What is Prayer?. 

    St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  

      Types of Prayer 
"Prayer in the events of each day and each moment is 
one of the secrets of the kingdom revealed to ‘little 
children,' to the servants of Christ, to the poor of the 
Beatitudes. It is right and good to pray so that the coming 
of the kingdom of justice and peace may influence the 
march of history, but it is just as important to bring the 
help of prayer into humble, everyday situations; all 
forms of prayer can be the leaven to which the Lord 
compares the kingdom."48 
  The Christian tradition comprises three major   
    expressions of the life of prayer: 
"Vocal prayer, founded on the union of body and soul in 
human nature, associates the body with the interior 
prayer of the heart, following Christ's example of 
praying to his Father and teaching the Our Father to his 
disciples. 
"Meditation is a prayerful quest engaging thought, 
imagination, emotion, and desire. Its goal is to make our 
own, in faith, the subject considered, by confronting it 
with the reality of our own life. 
"Contemplative prayer is the simple expression of the 
mystery of prayer. It is a gaze of faith fixed on Jesus, an 
attentiveness to the Word of God, a silent love. It 
achieves real union with the prayer of Christ to the 
extent that it makes us share in his mystery."49 
48. CCC, 2660. 
49. Cf. CCC, 2721-2724. © From the Handbook of Prayers, edited by Fr. Jim Socias. 

                      Difficulties in Prayer 
The battle of prayer is inseparable from the necessary 
"spiritual battle" to act habitually according to the Spirit of 
Christ: we pray as we live, because we live as we pray. 
 

           The principal difficulties that we find are: 
 

We "don't have the time." Prayer is considered as an 
occupation incompatible with all the other things we have 
to do.  
The remedy: "Make the time" for your personal prayer, 
knowing that nothing could excuse your failing to do so. 
 

We "get distracted." Concentration becomes really difficult 
and we easily give up. 
The remedy: Turn your heart back to God, offering him 
the distractions with humility, without discouragement. 
 

We "feel dry." It seems that the heart is separated from 
God, with no taste for thoughts, memories, and feelings, 
even spiritual ones. 
The remedy: Remember that "unless the grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, 
it bears much fruit." 
 

                                 There are also two frequent temptations that        
      threaten prayer: 
Lack of faith. Prayer is not the first priority. 
The remedy: Ask our Lord with a humble heart, "Lord, 
increase my faith." 
Acedia. A form of depression stemming from lax ascetical 
practice, that leads to discouragement. 
The remedy: Trust God more and hold fast in constancy. 
 

Cf. CCC, 2752, 2755. 
© From the Handbook of Prayers, edited by Fr. Jim Socias. 

    Prayer in this Challenging Time. 
 

In this challenging time Lord Jesus Christ,  
our true physician and healer,  
be merciful to us and bring us  

your aid in these troubled times.  
Heal all our sickness and every affliction of your people. 

Drive out our infirmities of soul and body;  
free us from all disease and especially from this pestilence. 

We place in your gentle Heart the elderly,  
the frail, people with disability,  

children, young people and families,  
our indigenous peoples, those who are poor,  

lonely and isolated.  
As you walk with us, free them from fear,  

and give them patience and hope  
together with our loving care.  
In your mercy deal also with  

the causes of our pitiful condition,  
that in curing our lack of faith and spiritual weakness,  

you may also remedy our bodily ills.  
We place our trust in you, the risen Lord,  
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  

Amen.  

That word constantly proclaimed in the liturgy us 
always, then, a living, active word through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. It expresses the Father’s love that never 

fails in its effectiveness towards us.  

In the readings, the table of God’s Word is spread 
before the faithful, and the riches of the Bible are 

opened to them.  

Connecting with the Responsorial Psalm  
Today’s psalm directs our attention to the Eucharist. In 

fact, today we return to psalm 34 with it’s beloved 
refrain:  

“Taste and see the Goodness of the Lord.”  
In our gospel Jesus tells the crowd,  

“The words I have spoken to your are Spirit and life.”  
 

Not only does Jesus wish to nourish us with his Body 
and Blood in the Eucharist, but also with the words of 

truth he speaks to all who would listen.   
How does the word of God nourish and strengthen you 

in the life of faith? 



 

 

 

If you need help, call us on 13 18 12 or 
email us at vinnies@vinnies.org.au 
 

Vinnies offers essential services and most have not been 
disrupted by either COVID-19 itself or stay-at-home 
orders. We are here to help – as always. In some cases, 
we’ve had to adjust how we provide that help for the safety 
of our members, volunteers, and staff. However, at a time 
when we’re seeing people who’ve never come to a charity 
before in their lives, we are still here to provide support. 
 
Or you can donate today.  www.vinnies.org.au 

Weekly St Mark’s Children’s Liturgy 

activities are available here: 

Sunday  
29 August 2021 

 

Video Message of the Holy Father to the people on the 

vaccination campaign against COVID-19 
In a brotherly spirit, I join in this message of hope for a 
brighter future. Thanks to God and to the work of many, 
we now have vaccines to protect us from COVID-19. 

They grant us the hope of ending the pandemic, but only if they 
are available to all and if we work together. 
 

Being vaccinated with vaccines authorised by the competent 
authorities is an act of love. And contributing to ensure the 
majority of people are vaccinated is an act of love. Love for 
oneself, love for one’s family and friends, love for all people.  
Love is also social and political, there is social love and political 
love; it is universal, always overflowing with small gestures of 
personal charity capable of transforming and improving societies 
(cf. Laudato si’, no. 231, cf. Fratelli tutti, 184). 
Vaccination is a simple but profound way of promoting the 
common good and caring for each other, especially the most 
vulnerable. I pray to God that everyone may contribute their own 
small grain of sand, their own small gesture of love; no matter 
how small, love is always great. Contribute with these small 
gestures for a better future. 
     God bless you, and thank you. Pope Francis 
    Click here to watch my YouTube video  
          Copyright © Dicastero per la Comunicazione - Libreria Editrice Vaticana  

 
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/bulletins/ 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(118,105,110,110,105,101,115,64,118,105,110,110,105,101,115,46,111,114,103,46,97,117))
http://www.vinnies.org.au
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/bulletins/
https://billings.life/en/
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/winter-appeal
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html#231
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#184
https://youtu.be/JWf3Ji11EaU


  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
    Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP     

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick and 
vulnerable members of our community: Bob Favorito,  
Vince De Giovanni, Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan, Rocco Zoccali, 
Gemma Tambasco, Patricia Ficarra, Meagan Ficarra,  
Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden, Jean Boccalatte,  
Carolina Bastoni & Lina Giannandrea & all St. Mark’s community 
at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Elvira "Vera" Favorito, Maria Catanzaro, Paul Rota, Betty Yee,  
Guiseppe Colantino, Paola Restuccia, Tony Restuccia,  
Lily Conaghan, Jimmy Conaghan, Eddie Conaghan, Nora McLean,  
Michael Conaghan, Margaret Bridge, Elizabeth Donato, Margaret 
Tosello, Iris Moreno, Rema Flannery, and Umberto Portelli 
 

Recently Deceased: Agnes Thi Thuan Thai, Catalina Mitchell,  
Fr Francis O'Shea, Fr Max Barrett, Mrs Yuster Samamba,  
Desie O’Neill, Cecilia Chye, Moria Brady, Lena Mitchell,  
Beverly Tierney, Maria Favorito, Veronica Fitzgerald and  
Margaret McCafferty,   

We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and 
condolences to their families.  May they rest in peace.  

 

- ST MARK’S MORNING PRAYER & ROSARY GROUP -  
Hosted by Maria  

Zoom on Thursday’s at 10:00am 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?
pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 858 9450 4698 
Passcode: 574385 

- ALL WELCOME -  

 

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

EVENING PRAYER 

We thank all parishioners who join the 
Planned Giving Program  
for their generosity and  

commitment to our Parish.  
QR if you wish to contribute  

Watch Sunday Mass at St Mark’s  
every Saturday on demand from 5:30pm  

MORNING PRAYER 

QR DAILY FOR LAUDS & EVENING VESPERS 

Visit for daily prayers https://www.popesprayer.va/ 

Download the App for prayers 
on your morning walks!  

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May all the souls of all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Join me on  Zoom  
Wednesday 25 August at 7:30pm for 

Mass followed by a catch up.  

Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 812 3280 7589  
Passcode: 025960  

I am looking forward to connecting with you all.  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81232807589?
pwd=NVNwZkxDaXcrblNZSnN3WExwTkQ3dz09 

Sacrament of Penance  
(Confession| Reconciliation)  

Candidates and their families are 
reminded of the receiving the 

Sacrament of Penance before 
Confirmation. The Sacrament is 
available to all parishioners on 

request to the Parish office and COVID restrictions apply.  

Prayer before work to St. Joseph the Worker  
O Glorious Saint Joseph, model of all those who are devoted to 
labour, obtain for me the grace to work in a spirit of penance 
for the expiation of my many sins; to work conscientiously, 

putting the call of duty above my natural inclinations; to work 
with thankfulness and joy, considering it an honour to employ 
and develop by means of labour the gifts received from God; to 

work with order, peace, moderation, and patience, 
never shrinking from weariness and trials; to work above all 

with purity of intention and detachment from self, 
keeping unceasingly before my eyes death and the account that 
I must give of time lost, talents unused, good omitted, and vain 

complacency in success, so fatal to the work of God. 
 

All for Jesus, all through Mary, all after thy example,  
O Patriarch, Saint Joseph.  

Such shall be my watch-word in life and in death.  
                                              Amen.    (Composed by Pope St. Pius X) 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.popesprayer.va/
https://www.popesprayer.va/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89621571498?pwd=U2I4VzdyellOWkZjSlNvLzVQRVlGQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89621571498?pwd=U2I4VzdyellOWkZjSlNvLzVQRVlGQT09


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection: For the last few weeks we have heard a number of readings from chapter 6 of the Gospel of John focusing on 
the teaching of Jesus that he is the Bread of Life, come down from heaven. This reading is the last in the sequence and shows the 
reaction to Jesus’ teaching. What Jesus has been saying in this discourse is incredibly confronting to his Jewish audience. Jesus 
asserts that he has come down from heaven – from the Father – and that through knowing him one can know the Father. Jews 
were the first people to have a concept of one God. This belief did not allow for any spouse or child of God, nor any personal  
manifestation. They struggled with what Jesus was saying because his claim to have come down from heaven could be seen as 
blasphemous. No wonder many of them walked away from Jesus and wanted nothing more to do with him!  

Jesus gives an interesting response to them. He tells them that it is the spirit that is important, not his human flesh, and that the 
spirit is what he has been sharing with them through his words and actions. He is trying to say to these faithful Jews, don’t be hung 
up about the fact that I’m here in person, listen to my message as you’ve never heard it before. It is an interesting thought for our 
modern audience as well. How often do we fail to hear the message of Jesus because we are dismissive of the way in which it 
comes to us; the messenger; or the circumstances in which we hear it? The message is all the more confronting when it comes 
from an unlikely (or even un-likable) source. The message of Jesus is to be found in our everyday encounters with everyday  
people. 

Historical Context – Christians and Jews: The first followers of Jesus and those who became followers in the years after 
the death of Jesus were faithful Jews. They saw the teachings of Jesus as a way of being a better Jew. They didn’t think that they 
were beginning a new religion; just a new way of interpreting their faith. However, as the years passed and the followers of Jesus 
began to clarify their understandings and beliefs, it started to become obvious that their belief in Jesus as the Son of God was dis-
tancing them from their Jewish brothers and sisters. Gradually the term, Christian, came into use and their differences from Juda-
ism became more apparent.  

Scriptural context – Peter’s faith: Having laid out a fairly difficult teaching to the crowd, Jesus is faced with the fact that 
many of those who were following him couldn’t cope with what he was saying and they walked away from him. Jesus turns on the 
Twelve and demands of them, ‘What about you, do you want to go away too?’ One can almost hear the frustration and weariness 
in his voice. Peter’s response must have been a great relief to Jesus. Peter declares that Jesus has the message of eternal life 
and is the Holy One of God. He still hasn’t quite got the full picture but it’s something Jesus can continue to work with! 

Living the Gospel – Message and Medium: IWe live in a world that is saturated by advertising and marketers trying to 
persuade us to think certain things, want certain things and even act in certain ways. At times the message and the medium of the 
message blur and it’s not always clear where one stops and the other begins. For Christian people the medium – the person – IS 
the message (or at least should be!). We are called to live what we believe. That can be tough at times, especially in our modern 
world, but the challenge comes from the example Jesus gave. 

Questions 
Q. What historical reality might be captured by the description of disciples not accepting Jesus’ teaching?  
Q. In what ways can John, chapter 6, be seen as a defence of early Christian belief and practice?  
Q. Why does Jesus appear to simply accept that some people do not believe what he says?  
Q. How might the Twelve have responded to so many people leaving Jesus after this gospel event?           © Greg Sunter 
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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