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As a young child we would sometimes go to meet with Sisters from the Josephite Order. We would always receive a warm 

welcome and be invited for morning or afternoon tea. We would always be ushered into the chapel and invited to make a visit 

to the Blessed Sacrament, and we were invited to pray for the Canonisation of their founder Mother Mary McKillop. It was a 

great joy to be present on the day of her Beatification here in Sydney and to watch the Canonisation in Rome years later. 

This weekend the feast day of Saint Mary of the Cross, Mary McKillop falls on a Sunday, and for those in Australia and 

New Zealand is a Solemnity the highest-ranking celebration in the Church’s calendar. There are special prayers and readings 

for this celebration, and these are reprinted in the Parish bulletin. They give us a good insight into the qualities demonstrated 

in Saint Mary’s life and ministry. 

Saint Mary takes the Gospel seriously and applies it to her own life, educating the most vulnerable, poorest and most in need, 

strives to live by the providence of God, simply reaching out to those isolated and responded with a variety of ministries for 

those in need. Saint Mary inspired many to follow her into religious life and bore extreme hostility from within and outside 

the Church as she strove to serve the poor. Elijah, in the first reading encourages us “Do not be afraid” as he invites the 

widow and son to share what little they have, and they still have something left. In the Psalm we are called to cling on to God 

and the second reading has a litany of advice on how to live with others and invites us to be clothed in love. 

In the Gospel again, the refrain is not to worry and to be concerned about “his kingdom” and “God’s saving justice” 
with the rejoinder  *“Each day has enough trouble of its own” Mt 6:34.  Saint Mary found great consolation in the Sacraments 

and especially the Eucharist, yet many of her Sisters lived in small communities throughout Australia and New Zealand serving 

isolated communities without regular access to Mass and the Sacraments. In this time of separation and isolation, lock-down 

and pandemic let us ask our Patron and Australia’s first proclaimed Saint to pray for, and with us in all our difficulties. 

 

 

Making a Difference - Donate today 

“The rest I leave to God and the Holy Spirit” (1874)  
By the time she wrote these words, Mary MacKillop had experienced crosses that had affected her very deeply. Her openness to the 
movement of the Holy Spirit grew as her life led her into unfamiliar territory. When in Rome, she asked the Sisters to ’say daily the 

Litany of the Holy Spirit for light for those who might have to pronounce upon the Rule. (1873).  

She would have like this Aboriginal healing prayer:  
Spit him out all that rubbish worry. 

Come on in 
All way in 

You Good Spirit  
Air. 

Two things are clear, it’s only the wind of the Spirit that’s able to carry us to new places of faith and trust. And, for the Spirit’s voice to 
be heard, an attitude of contemplative quiet is needed. So Mary urges us to ‘keep our minds in peace’ (1890).  

Not easy in our spirit-crushing, fast-paced society.  
Can we go apart, in our minds, to sit ‘under the shade of a coolabah tree’, drink in the silence, and open our hearts to the grace of the 

Holy Spirit?  While there, we breathe in God’s Spirit and breathe out God’s life into the whole of creation.  

2021 Confirmation applications are to be submitted by Monday 9 August  

Think of Mother Mary MacKillop and learn from her to be a gift of love and compassion to one another, for all 
Australians and for the world. Pope John Paul II   January 1995  

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
Fr. Michael Parish Priest 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.sosj.org.au/making-a-difference/to-donate/


 

Entrance Antiphon          Cf. Mt 25:34,36,40 

(R.) Come, you blessed of my Father, says the Lord: 
I was sick and you visited me. Amen, I say to you:  
whatever you did for one of the least of my brethren, 
you did it for me. 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Collect 
O God, source of all goodness, who have shown us in Saint 
Mary a woman of faith living by the power of the Cross, 
teach us, we pray, by her example to live the Gospel in 
changing times and to respect and defend 
the human dignity of all in our land. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
 

First Reading             1 Kgs 17:7-16 

A reading from the first book of Kings   
The jar of meal shall not be spent according to the word of the Lord spoken through Elias. 

And then the word of the Lord came to Elijah, ‘Up and go to 
Zarephath, a Sidonian town, and stay there. I have ordered a 
widow there to give you food.’ So he went off to Sidon. And 
when he reached the city gate, there was a widow gathering 
sticks. Addressing her he said, ‘Please bring a little water in 
a vessel for me to drink.’ She was setting off to bring it when 
he called after her. ‘Please,’ he said ‘bring me a scrap of 
bread in your hand.’ ‘As the Lord your God lives,’ she replied 
‘I have no baked bread, but only a handful of meal in a jar 
and a little oil in a jug; I am just gathering a stick or two to go 
and prepare this for myself and my son to eat, and then we 
shall die.’ But Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go and do 
as you have said; but first make a little scone of it for me and 
bring it to me, and then make some for yourself and for your 
son. For thus the Lord speaks, the God of Israel: 
“Jar of meal shall not be spent, 
jug of oil shall not be emptied, 
before the day when the Lord sends 
rain on the face of the earth.”’ 
The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they ate the 
food, she, himself and her son. The jar of meal was not 
spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had foretold 
through Elijah. 

Responsorial Psalm          Ps 623:1-8 

(R.) My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.   
1.  O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul is 
thirsting. My body pines for you like a dry, weary land  
without water. (R.) 
 

2.  So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength 
and your glory. For your love is better than life, my lips will 
speak your praise. (R.) 
 

3. So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my 
hands. My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth 
shall praise you with joy. (R.) 
 

4. On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the 
night for you have been my help; in the shadow of your 
wings I rejoice. (R.) 

Second Reading            Col 3:12-17 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 
Bear with one another, forgive each other. 

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you, and 
you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness 
and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one  
another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. 
The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. 
Over all these clothes, to keep them together and  
complete them, put on love. And may the peace of Christ 
reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you were 
called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful. 

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home 
with you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all 
wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and 
hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or do 
anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 

 
 
 
 
 

Gospel                           Mt 6:25-34 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Do not worry about your life. 
Jesus said to his disciples: I am telling you not to worry 
about your life and what you are to eat, nor about your 
body and what you are to wear. Surely life is more than 
food, and the body more than clothing! 
Look at the birds in the sky. They do not sow or reap or 
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not worth much more than they are? 
Can any of you, however much you worry, add one single 
cubit to your span of life? And why worry about clothing? 
Think of the flowers growing in the fields; they never have 
to work or spin: yet I assure you that not even Solomon in 
all his royal robes was clothed like one of these. Now if 
that is how God clothes the wild flowers growing in the 
field which are there today and thrown into the furnace 
tomorrow, will he not much more look after you, you have 
so little faith? 
So do not worry; do not say, “What are we to eat? What 
are we to drink? What are we to wear?” It is the gentiles 
who set their hearts on all these things. Your heavenly 
Father knows you need them all. Set your hearts on his 
kingdom first, and on God’s saving justice, and all these 
other things will be given you as well. So do not worry 
about tomorrow: tomorrow will take care of itself.  
* Each day has enough trouble of its own. 
 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father  
almighty;  from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation             Mt 27:55 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Many women were there by the cross, watching from 
a distance, the same women who had followed 
Jesus and looked after him. Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ 
in Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from 

the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in 
the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

“So great is the strength we possess in our unity”  
Saint Mary MacKillop 1874  

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


 

 

 

 

‘For everything there is a season’  
 

‘We are but travellers here’(1867)  

‘Keep young as long as you can’ (1874)  

‘We have so much to thank Him for’ (1872) 
 

‘Be bright & cheerful & encourage all to do the same’(1885) 

‘Keep your minds at peace’(1890) 

‘Take things quietly’(1875) 

‘The little crosses of every day are harder to bear than the 
thumping big ones’ (1889)  

 

Saint Mary of the Cross, Mary MacKillop 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
  

Leader: The teaching Jesus offers – is wisdom – drawn from 
the heart of the Father. Let us draw close to Jesus, listen to 
Him, and place all our needs into God’s providential care. 
 

Reader: We pray that the Church may grow in love, charity 
and holiness, as we take inspiration from St. Mary of the 
Cross to reach out to meet the needs of the poor and  
destitute throughout the world. (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader: We pray for all in servant leadership within the 
Church, that they will always work for justice and peace 
throughout society. (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray that those who are suffering and are  
overburdened may find hope in people who reach out to 
them in friendship and solidarity. (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for health care workers in under-resourced 
countries risking their lives to care for COVID patients, that 
they will stay safe and strong. (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for all participants in the Plenary Council, 
that with Mary MacKillop as their guide they will discern what 
God is asking of the church in Australia.  (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray that many young people be inspired by  
St. Mary of the Cross and be moved to embrace the Lord’s 
call to consecrated religious life. (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: We pray for the recently deceased and for those 
whose anniversary of death occurs around this time, that 
they will join Mary MacKillop and all the saints at the banquet 
of eternal life.  (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  
 

Leader: God of mercy, you raised up Mary MacKillop to be a 
tireless apostle of compassion in this land. May our hearts 
be fired with her passion for justice. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. (pause)  
All:  Amen. 
 

Offertory Antiphon         Ps 30:15 

(R.) In you, O Lord, I have placed my hope; I said, You 
are my God, my times are in your hands.  

 

Prayer over the Offerings 
As you gather us, O God, at your holy altar on this feast of 
Saint Mary of the Cross, grant, we pray, through her  
intercession, that what we offer with praise and petition may 
strengthen us all in charity and faith. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Preface 
The glory of the Saints 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always 
and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father,  
almighty and eternal God. For you are praised in the  
company of your Saints and, in crowning their merits, you 
crown your own gifts. By their way of life you offer us an  
example, by communion with them you give us  
companionship, by their intercession, sure support, so that, 
encouraged by so great a cloud of witnesses, we may run as 
victors in the race before us and win with them the  
imperishable crown of glory, through Christ our Lord. And so, 
with the Angels and Archangels, and with the great multitude 
of the Saints, we sing the hymn of your praise, as without end 
we acclaim: 

Communion Antiphon        Cf. Jn 13:35 

(R.) This is how all will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another, says the Lord. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
May the Sacrament we receive, Lord God, on this feast of 
Saint Mary strengthen us to walk the way of the Cross and 
bring us to the glory of the resurrection. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Solemn Blessing 
Through the example of Saint Mary of the Cross, may you 
learn to recognise God’s will for you and trust in his  
providence. 
(R.) Amen. 

May her life of service awaken in you a deep respect for the 
poor and a strong will for justice. 
(R.) Amen. 
May you share in her courage, see with the eyes of Christian 
love, and learn from her holy deeds. 
(R.) Amen. 

And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, come down on you and remain with 
you for ever. 
(R.) Amen. 



A Josephite sister inspired to join the order due to the tireless work of 
its founder Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop, still finds it difficult to 
believe she was responsible for overseeing the final stages of Mary’s 
canonisation as Australia’s first recognised Saint. 
Sr Maria Casey rsj, the final postulator for the Cause, said during last 
year’s 10th anniversary of her canonisation that it was the “greatest 
privilege” to see Saint Mary MacKillop receive the official recognition 
by the Church. 
Launched in 1925, five postulators and 85 years later, Sr Maria was in 
Rome with more than 8000 Australians to witness Pope Benedict XVI 
declare Mary a saint on 17 October, 2010 at Saint Peter’s Basilica. The 
former president of the Canon Law Society of Australia and New 
Zealand said it was Saint Mary’s tireless dedication and devotion to 
those in need that had inspired her to follow in her footsteps for over 
60 years. 
“I could never, ever have believed that I would be responsible for 
seeing the completion of the Cause for the woman who was my 
inspiration,” she said. 
“I remember when I was in primary school in Ireland, two sisters 
came and spoke to us about the work of Mary MacKillop and I 
instantly had this extraordinary feeling that this is where I belonged.  

“Despite knowing very little about Australia, at the age of 16 I boarded 
a ship which took 5-and-a-half weeks to reach Sydney and joined the Order. 
“Mary was a woman for all seasons and for all people, she never discriminated against the rich or the poor, Catholic or non-Catholic or 
migrants or Aboriginal people. 
“Never, ever, ever did I think it would be my greatest privilege to see the canonisation process to its completion but of course I didn’t achieve 
it on my own, we had an army of people working on it. 
“Even though her death occurred more than a century ago, she is still very busy obtaining favours for people and we still get word of 
miracles and cures thanks to her.” 
Born in Fitzroy, Melbourne, in 1842, Mary MacKillop dedicated her life to helping the poor and needy. 
In 1866, she founded the Sisters of Saint Joseph having previously opened a school in a disused stable in Penola, South Australia and today 
primary and secondary schools operate in every State and Territory of the country.  
She maintained her faith and dedication to helping people throughout her life, despite a backlash from church leaders and suffering ill 
health for many years, up until her death in 1909 aged 67.Four years later in 1913, the Mary MacKillop Memorial Chapel was built and 
now houses her tomb. She was beatified by Pope John Paul II in Sydney on January 19, 1995 after the Vatican, in 1961, accepted her 
intercession which was responsible for the cure of a woman with terminal leukaemia. A second miracle, the curing of NSW woman Kathleen 
Evans, who in 1993 developed inoperable lung cancer, was also recognised by the Vatican. 
Today, the co-founder of the Josephites – the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart – continues to inspire men, women and children around 
the world due to her remarkable life, her sense of social justice and her enormous contribution to education.                                       © Catholic Weekly 

 

“Find happiness in making others happy.”  
Mary MacKillop 1899  

 

“Make no reserves with God. Reject no-one.  
You never know what grace can do.”  

Mary MacKillop 1871  
 

“Lean upon God.”  
Mary MacKillop 25/4/1873  

By Debbie Cramsie - October 16 2020 

Sister Maria Casey rsj still pinches herself when she thinks of the 
privilege she received as a postulator of the Cause for canonisation of 
Mary MacKillop. PHOTO: Giovanni Portelli  

© Image used with permission of the Trustees of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. 
must not be reproduced without permission of the Trustees 2021 

While our churches are closed at this time, the Catholic Weekly is producing a free digital flipbook 
edition. Sign up here: www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/ 

https://www.marymackillopplace.org.au/feast-day-resources/
http://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

 

Day One - A Woman of Faith 
“Keep up your good spirits, God is all goodness and love,  

and what He disposes is always best.” 
Mary to her mother Flora on 2nd January, 1880 

Day Three - A Woman of Courage  
“Courage then, my much loved Sisters.  

Work on bravely……hopefully.  
Do not give way to fears and anxieties.  

Remember there is even a day of bright reward for all  
your prayers and faithful perseverance.” 

Mary to the Sisters on 5th June, 1874  

Day Four - A Woman of Action 
‘Tis true, I only see to serve God in the care of the little 

ones of his flock, and that for this  
I have forsaken all that bound me to earth.’ 
Mary to her mother Flora on 21st August, 1867. 

Day Five - A Woman of Compassion 
“Help one another and bear with one another  

as God bears with each of us.” 
Mary to the Sisters on 7th December, 1899. 

Day Six - A Woman of Prayer 
God Will Take Care of us all by Pauline Wicks 

 

Pray my dear sisters,  
as I know well you are doing – but pray in the many ways I 

told you before leaving.  
The cause is that of the Sacred Heart, and St Joseph is its 
pleader, but he looks for many petitions and acts of love 

from his children, which he knows well how to present to 
the Sacred Heart.  

What he, and that loving Heart through his intercession 
have done for us is not possible to be yet told – but if I had 
time, and that it was yet good to dwell upon these things, I 

could tell you volumes.  
16th May, 1873 

Day Seven - A Woman of Forgiveness 
Be full of forgiveness, hope and love 

Mary MacKillop 16th May, 1873 

Day Eight - A Woman of Vision 
Believe in the whisperings of God to your own heart. 

Mary MacKillop 1868 

Day Nine - A Woman of the Poor 
Seek first the poorest and most neglected  

parts of God’s vineyard. 
      Mary MacKillop 1900 

- ST MARY MACKILLOP -  
PRAY THE 9 DAY NOVENA  

at home with  
Prayer - Scripture - Reflection  

Take time to allow these words to speak to you. 
Click here for the Novena  

Loving God,  
we thank you for the example of Mary MacKillop  

who, in her living of the Gospel witnessed to the human 
dignity of each person.  

 

She faced life’s challenges with faith and courage.  
We pray through her intercession for our needs.  

 

May her holiness inspire us to be people of hope, love 
and forgiveness.  

We make this prayer through Jesus the Lord.  
Amen  

 

The people and the priest are most kind, but noted, I believe, 
for procrastination. (1898) 

Ever had to work with someone 
whose style differed from yours?  

 

Or perhaps had trouble balancing 
your dreams with your realities? 

 
St Mary of the Cross was a very down
-to-earth sort of person who believed 
in getting things done. So often there 

were obstacles to deal with. 
 

‘Of all the slow workers I have ever 
met I beat them. I should have been 
away from here a fortnight ago but 
had to remain and urge them on’.  

 

Can we too find the graced moment in learning to wait upon 
the needs of others?  Just as out in the Australian bush we 

learn to wait for the billy to boil, or the damper to rise, or, in 
the long term, for the drought to end. Can we sit around our 
imaginary campfire under the Southern Cross and silently 

ponder Mary’s wisdom? 
 

“You must take your time…. Be eager in your desires,  
but humbly patient in their accomplishment’ (1867). 

© The Little Brown Book Too  Sue and Leo Kane 

© Image used with permission of the Trustees of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. 
must not be reproduced without permission of the Trustees  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/wp/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Saint-Mary-MacKillop-9-Day-Novena.pdf


  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
    Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP     

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick and 
vulnerable members of our community: Vince De Giovanni, 
Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan, Rocco Zoccali, Gemma Tambasco, 
Patricia Ficarra, Meagan Ficarra, Heather Burbidge,  
Wendy Madden, Jean Boccalatte, Carolina Bastoni &  
Lina Giannandrea & all St. Mark’s community at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Guiseppe Colantino, Paola Restuccia, Tony Restuccia,  
Lily Conaghan, Jimmy Conaghan, Eddie Conaghan,  
Michael Conaghan, Margaret Bridge, Nora McLean, Betty Yee,  
Elizabeth Donato, Margaret Tosello, Iris Moreno, Rema Flannery, 
Umberto Portelli, Patricia Yong, Frank Hanvey, Dorie Levy,  
Eileen O’Neill, Joyce Law, Mary-Anne Cartwright,  
and Tracie Flannery. 
 

Recently Deceased: Desie O’Neill, Cecilia Chye, Moria Brady,  
Mr Maletino Tupo (Tonga), Lena Mitchell, Beverly Tierney,  
Maria Favorito, Veronica Fitzgerald and Margaret McCafferty,   

We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and 
condolences to their families.  May they rest in peace.  

 
- ST MARK’S MORNING PRAYER & ROSARY GROUP -  

Hosted by Maria  
Zoom on Thursday’s at 10:00am 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?
pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 858 9450 4698 
Passcode: 574385 

- ALL WELCOME -  

 

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

EVENING PRAYER 

We thank all parishioners who join the 
Planned Giving Program  
for their generosity and  

commitment to our Parish.  
QR if you wish to contribute  

Watch Sunday Mass at St Mark’s  
every Saturday on demand from 5:30pm  

MORNING PRAYER 

QR DAILY FOR LAUDS & EVENING VESPERS 

Are we connecting with you?  
Each Friday we send out a Parish email, with additional 

happenings in the Parish and Archdiocese. The email includes 
links to Prayers, Vatican update, Podcasts, YouTube videos 

and messages to keep you in touch.  
If you are not on our database or know someone who you 
may wish for us to connect with please contact the Parish 

office.  

Visit for daily prayers https://www.popesprayer.va/ 

Download the App for prayers 
on your morning walks!  

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May all the souls of all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Join me on  Zoom  
Wednesday 11 August at 7:30pm 
for Mass followed by a catch up.  

Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 812 3280 7589  

Passcode: 025960  

I am looking forward to connecting with you all.  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81232807589?
pwd=NVNwZkxDaXcrblNZSnN3WExwTkQ3dz09 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.popesprayer.va/
https://www.popesprayer.va/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89621571498?pwd=U2I4VzdyellOWkZjSlNvLzVQRVlGQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89621571498?pwd=U2I4VzdyellOWkZjSlNvLzVQRVlGQT09


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection: A “one hit wonder” from 1989 was the song by Bobby McFerrin, Don’t Worry, Be Happy. It was a  
laid-back, a cappella song that still frequently appears in film and television soundtracks. In some ways, the song became the 
catchcry of a generation who were overwhelmed by the pace of change that was occurring in society, technology and the 
world in general. A glance at today’s gospel may leave the reader thinking that Jesus, too, is basically saying to us, don’t  
worry, be happy. But the message of Jesus is not as simplistic as that. Instead, he says to us, set your hearts on God ’s  
kingdom first and on following God’s will for justice in the world and, then, don’t worry, be happy. It is not the same throwing of 
one’s hands into the air as the 1980’s song. It is not an abandonment of responsibility. Jesus says to us, trust in God, work to 
bring about the kingdom in our lives and in our world and only then leave the rest to God. 

This gospel passage was aptly chosen by the Church to mark the feast of St Mary of the Cross – Mary MacKillop. The  
teaching of Jesus, conveyed through the gospel passage, characterised much of the life and work of Mary MacKillop. Mary 
was a prolific writer, sending messages to her sisters in the schools and communities across Australia. We are fortunate that 
many of these letters have been preserved and provide an incredible insight into the attitude of Mary MacKillop. One of the 
quotes attributed to Mary MacKillop that captures the essence of today’s gospel is, “Do all you can with the means at your 
disposal and calmly leave the rest to God.” (1891) Surely this is a more energising and empowering motto for life than don’t 
worry, be happy? 

Historical Context – Mary MacKillop: Mary MacKillop is not only the first Australian to be recognised by the Church as 
a Saint, she is truly a very Australian saint. She characterises the spirit of the Australian mythology. She was a prodigious 
hard worker who put the needs of others before herself. She exhibited something of the larrikin spirit: constantly in dispute 
with authority but pressing on, regardless. She used the strengths of others but also didn’t tolerate those who were not  
genuine. Her commitment to the schooling of children from poor and rural communities established a model of Catholic  
education that continues to today. A Saint for and of Australia!. 

Scriptural context – The Sermon on the Mount: Often, the Sermon on the Mount is understood purely as the  
Beatitudes (Mt 5:3-12), but in the gospel of Matthew this sermon stretches over all of chapters 5 to 7. These chapters provide 
a solid core of the explicit teaching ministry of Jesus in this gospel. The gospel writer begins the section with the Beatitudes 
and then, in a very Jewish style, presents Jesus as a rabbinic teacher reinterpreting and refocusing the Law of Moses for his 
listeners. Unlike the parables that are more familiar, this portion of the gospel seeks to spell out some very explicit teachings 
of Jesus about life and the kingdom. 

Living the Gospel – Don’t be distracted: When we read in today’s gospel that we are “not to worry”, the word, worry, 
might better be translated as distracted. Jesus says to not be distracted or consumed by the pursuit of money, food and nice 
clothes. He says that it is the gentiles – those who do not know the love of God – who set their hearts on attaining these 
things. We are immersed in a culture in society that values these outward signs of success above all else. The challenge is to 
avoid being caught up in the distractions of our material society. One way to do that is through regular prayer and reflection. 

Questions 
Q. Why might the gospel writer have chosen this style rather than a parable to convey this teaching? 
Q. In what ways do the questions Jesus poses apply to our contemporary society? 
Q. In what ways does this gospel present a challenge to you personally? 
Q. Why would it be inaccurate to interpret this passage as encouragement to “opt out” of trying?     © Greg Sunter 
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‘Set your hearts on his kingdom first,  
and on his righteousness, 

and all these other things will be given you as well’ 
Matthew 6:25-34 

 

The Church signifies and builds up the shared life 
of God’s kingdom. This calls all members of the 

Church to continual conversion from self-serving 
egoism to self-giving love and a willingness to  

“bear each other’s burdens” (Gal 6.2) 
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Welcome to 2021  

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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