
Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
Fr. Michael Parish Priest 

 2021 Confirmation applications are available NOW! 
Download from the parish website or collect from the front porch 

of the Parish office. Applications close 6 August 2021. 

We have all experienced the arrival of visitors just on a mealtime and have had to make do with whatever we had at hand to feed them, 

sometimes these improvised meals have been the best of occasions. If we asked if a friend of ours could stay for tea the answer was 

always e but with the coda that we would have to share half of what we had but this never seemed to matter to have the company. 
 

Jesus responds to the unexpected arrival of many people with generosity and welcome to the consternation of the disciples. This all 

happens in the context of the Jewish feast of Passover and the meagre gifts of the young boy, two fish, and five loaves seems paltry 

with the magnitude of the crowd. Jesus gives thanks, breaks and gives, till all have had enough and there is ample leftover, twelve 

wicker basketsful. This account and the following passages recorded in John speak to us of a Eucharistic community reflecting on the 

life and teaching of Jesus as they remember his teaching and seek to live as faithful followers. 
 

In our lives sometimes we can feel as though we have very little to get by on or have limited gifts or talents to offer. With the grace of 

God, the help of others and a confident trust in God we can do a lot with the few fish in our dish and the few loaves leftover. A friend of 

mine always could produce a great meal out of leftovers and was very creative with what seemed to me to be scraps. 
 

In this time of lockdown and restricted movement let us look for the grace of God in our present situation. In a family context to make 

the meal a sacred time, ask the children to set up a sacred place, compose some prayers, light a candle and include some scripture in the 

prayer time. If you are on your own do the same set the table, light a candle, reflect on the scriptures and remember others in need.  
 

Remember you are prayed for daily and remembered in prayer at the Eucharist every day here at St Mark’s and there is no distance in 

love and prayer. Together, wherever the Lord unites us in prayer, praise and thanksgiving. 

© Fr Michael 

Life under lock-down 
We are in the throes of transition. This is nothing new, but currently the pace of these scary transitions has become emotional for 

many. We are anxious about possible outcomes and overwhelmed with the new challenges of social distancing. Parents are 
balancing becoming sudden homeschoolers, many while trying to keep their jobs afloat as well. Elderly people are trying to get their 

needs met without becoming ill, and many are feeling lonely and helpless.  
 

Coronavirus has cancelled so much already, but it has not cancelled love, trust, faith and hope.  
Here are some ideas to help you pass the time at home with those virtues in mind. 

  

Stay connected | Feed your soul | Step outside | Make music | Find a hobby | Learn a language |  
| Exercise | Quiet your mind | Find God and prayer|  

 

We can all see this as an opportunity to rediscover affection - for our God, for our families, for those in need, and for ourselves. If 
you have time this week, use it to Facetime your friends or start a group text thread & fill it with smiles, get down on the floor & play 
with your kids or your dogs & cats. Take time to consider those who are not able to safely isolate - first responders, nurses & doctors, 

single parents, hourly wage-workers, & find ways through prayers & try helping all you can through this struggle.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/confirmation/


 

Entrance Antiphon              Cf. Ps 67:6-7,36 

(R.) God is in his holy place, God who unites those who 
dwell in his house; he himself gives might and strength 
to his people. 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

First Reading                 2 Kgs 4:42-44 

A reading from the second book of the Kings 
They will eat and have some left over. 

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing Elisha, the man 
of God, bread from the first-fruits, twenty barley loaves and 
fresh grain in the ear. ‘Give it to the people to eat,’ Elisha 
said. But his servant replied, ‘How can I serve this to a  
hundred men?’ ‘Give it to the people to eat’ he insisted ‘for 
the Lord says this, “They will eat and have some left over.”’ 
He served them; they ate and had some over, as the Lord 
had said. 

Responsorial Psalm          Ps 144:10-11, 15-18. R. v.16

(R.) The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our 
needs.  
1.  All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, and your 
friends shall repeat their blessing. They shall speak of the 
glory of your reign and declare your might, O God. (R.) 
 

2.  The eyes of all creatures look to you and you give them 
their food in due time. You open wide your hand, grant the  
desires of all who live.  (R.) 
 

3. The Lord is just in all his ways and loving in all his deeds.  
He is close to all who call him, who call on him from their 
hearts. (R.) 
 
 

Second Reading            Eph 4:1-6 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians   
There is one body, one Lord, one faith, one baptism. 

I, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you to lead a life worthy 
of your vocation. Bear with one another charitably, in com-
plete selflessness, gentleness and patience. Do all you can 
to preserve the unity of the Spirit by the peace that binds 
you together. There is one Body, one Spirit, just as you 
were all called into one and the same hope when you were 
called. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one 
God who is Father of all, through all and within all. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gospel                           Jn 6:1-15 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
He distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. 

Jesus went off to the other side of the Sea of Galilee – or 
of Tiberias – and a large crowd followed him, impressed 
by the signs he gave by curing the sick. Jesus climbed the 
hillside, and sat down there with his disciples. It was 
shortly before the Jewish feast of Passover. 

Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds approaching and said 
to Philip, ‘Where can we buy some bread for these people 
to eat?’ He only said this to test Philip; he himself knew 
exactly what he was going to do. Philip answered, ‘Two 
hundred denarii would only buy enough to give them a 
small piece each.’ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, said, ‘There is a small boy here with five 
barley loaves and two fish; but what is that between so 
many?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Make the people sit down.’ 
There was plenty of grass there, and as many as five 
thousand men sat down. Then Jesus took the loaves, 
gave thanks and gave them out to all who were sitting 
ready; he then did the same with the fish, giving out as 
much as was wanted. When they had eaten enough he 
said to the disciples, ‘Pick up the pieces left over, so that 
nothing gets wasted.’ So they picked them up, and filled 
twelve hampers with scraps left over from the meal of five 
barley loaves. The people, seeing this sign that he had 
given, said, ‘This really is the prophet who is to come into 
the world.’ Jesus, who could see they were about to come 
and take him by force and make him king, escaped back 
to the hills by himself.  
 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again 
from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father  
almighty;   
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.   
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation             Lk 7:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A great prophet has appeared among us; God 
has visited his people.  
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ 
in Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from 

the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in 
the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used 
by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia 

and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English 
Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy 

Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Due to NSW Government COVID guidelines  
St Mark’s Catholic Church is CLOSED for all 
Masses. 
 

Sunday Mass will be available for 
viewing online on 
 St Mark’s YouTube channel 
or  
St Mark’s Parish website;  
www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  
 

Thank you for your understanding  

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: The psalmist proclaims that the Lord feeds us and 
answers all our needs, so we have the confidence to present 
this prayer.          
     

Reader: We pray for church communities in every land. May 
they be alive in the Spirit and united in love, hope and faith. 
(pause)   
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader: We pray for all the leaders, religious and civil of our 
world that they will behave as St Paul exhorts us to – in self-
lessness,  
gentleness and patience. (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader: We pray for the countless people around the world 
burdened with constant food insecurity. May nations work 
together to deliver them life-saving nourishment. (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the bishops and priests who are  
pastors in the Church, that they may grow in the knowledge 
and love of Christ, the Chief Shepherd, and be open to the 
Spirit in the coming Plenary Council. (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for grandparents and the elderly who are 
alone and seek the tenderness of an embrace. May all  
receive a visit from an angel and feel that the Lord’s promise  
“I am with you always” is addressed to their lives.  (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for all facing ‘end of life’ may they be  
respected, cared for appropriately and supported to the end 
of their natural life. (pause)  
We pray  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Leader: Father, you give us the Bread of Life. Therefore, we 
know that these needs will be granted through the power of 
the Spirit and in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son.  
(pause)  
All:  Amen. 
 

Offertory Antiphon          Ps 29:2– 3

(R.) I will extol you, O Lord, for you have up-held me, 
and have not let my enemies rejoice over me. O Lord I 
have cried to you, and you have healed me.  
 

Communion Antiphon         Ps 102:2 

(R.) Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his 
benefits. 

St Mark’s Parish 
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,  
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together, Growing in Faith.  

Plenary Council Prayer Campaign:  
People across the country are invited to participate in the 
“Fan the Flame” prayer campaign leading up to the first 

assembly of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia.  
The assembly starts on October 3.  

Fan the Flame 
Towards Plenary Assembly One October 2021 

 

‘Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, 
and gave them out to all who were sitting ready’ 

John 6:1-15 
Grace moves God’s people to ask questions grounded in the 

call we received at Baptism: 
how do we better nourish, accompany, give witness, 

support, invite, welcome, engage and be present to others, 
such that we all grow in holiness? 

(Prayerful and Eucharistic – Discernment Paper p. 6) 

www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/ 

Download the App for prayers 
on your morning walks!  

The Eucharist is the memorial of Christ's Passover, that is, 
of the work of salvation accomplished by the life, death, 
and resurrection of Christ, a work made present by the 

liturgical action. CCC 1409 

In our Parish deliveries last week, the children of the 
Parish wrote a note to remind our parishioners that we are 
here to help, if you need us reach out to the Parish office.  

 

In these COVID times help is difficult with the restrictions, 
but please look after one another and your own mental 

well-being. Reach out if needed.  
We also recommend services like  

Lifeline (13 11 14 www.lifeline.org.au) and  
Beyond Blue (1300 224 636 www.beyondblue.org.au).  

Remember we offer the following  
Sunday Mass on demand on our Parish YouTube channel  

Wednesday ZOOM Mass & Chat with Fr Michael  
Thursday Prayer group hosted by Maria  

Stay safe & prayers to you all.  

Visit for daily prayers https://www.popesprayer.va/ 

http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/
https://www.popesprayer.va/
https://www.popesprayer.va/


 

Our Church Restoration project.....is on hold due to COVID building site closure. 

Join me on  
Zoom  

Wednesday 
28 July at 

7:30pm for 
Mass 

followed by a 
catch up.   

Michael McLean is inviting you to a scheduled  
Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Wednesday Mass & catch up  
Time: Jul 28, 2021 07:30 PM  

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 812 3280 7589  
Passcode: 025960  

I am looking forward to connecting 
with you all.  

Due to COVID conditions I have made the decision to 
change the date of our Parish100th Birthday,  

of our ‘now’ Church building. 
SAVE THE DATE  

Sunday 27 February 2022   
I look forward to you, your family and friends joining me.  

Fr Michael  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81232807589?
pwd=NVNwZkxDaXcrblNZSnN3WExwTkQ3dz09 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89621571498?pwd=U2I4VzdyellOWkZjSlNvLzVQRVlGQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89621571498?pwd=U2I4VzdyellOWkZjSlNvLzVQRVlGQT09


He was the brother of St John and, like 
him, a fisherman. He was one of the 
witnesses of the Transfiguration and one 
of those who slept through most of the 
Agony in the Garden. He was the first of 
the apostles to be martyred, being 
beheaded by King Herod Agrippa I to 
please the Jewish opponents of 
Christianity. He was buried in Jerusalem, 
and nothing more is known about him 
until the ninth century. 
 

At this time we learn of a tradition that 
the relics of St James were brought to 
Spain some time after his martyrdom, 
(perhaps early, perhaps as late as 830), 

and his shrine at Compostela in Galicia grew in importance until it 
became the greatest pilgrimage centre in western Europe. In every 
country there are churches of St James and known, well-trodden 
pilgrim routes. In Paris, the Tour St Jacques marks the start of the 
route and the Rue St Jacques points straight towards Compostela. 
In England, pilgrim routes lead from all parts of the country to the 
major ports that were used on the pilgrimage. This network of 
routes is a vital witness to the fact that the Middle Ages were not 
the static stay-at-home time that we often think them to be: 
everyone must have known someone, or known someone who 
knew someone, who had made the pilgrimage. The scallop-shell, 
the emblem of St James, has become the emblem of pilgrims 
generally. 
 

In 1987 the pilgrimage routes to Compostela were designated by 
the Council of Europe as historical cultural routes of international 
importance. The Confraternity of St James continues to work to 
restore and upgrade the refuges on a route which is still in active 
pilgrim use today. 

Monday 26 July 2021 
St Anne and St Joachim 
 

An ancient tradition, already known 
in the 2nd century, gives these 
names to the parents of the Virgin 
Mary. The cult of St Anna became 
popular in the 6th century in the 
East, and in the 10th century in the 
West, where she is the patron saint 
of Brittany; Joachim was added a 
long time later – too often the fate of 
fathers. 

 

Although the information about Mary’s parents is found in an 
early apocryphal writing that gives many miraculous and highly-
coloured stories about the early life of the Virgin Mary, there is no 
reason to suppose that such a straightforward fact as her parents’ 
names should be wrong, since there is nothing to be gained from 
falsifying it. It does not occur in the Gospels simply because the 
most reliable evangelists (the only ones whom we have allowed 
into the Bible) felt they had more important things to talk about. 
 

But what, after all, could be more important than the parents who 
brought up the Virgin Mary to be the woman she was? At the 
moment of consenting to the Incarnation she took the most 
important decision ever taken by any human being, and the fact 
that she took it is, to a great extent, the work of her parents. The 
Holy Spirit gave her the strength to take the decision; but her 
parents’ training gave her the wisdom to choose. 
 

Those of us who have children must seek to bring them up to the 
best of our ability, to meet challenges that, like Anna and Joachim, 
we have no way of even imagining. 

 

View on YouTube Pope Francis 
message for the First World Day for 
Grandparents and the Elderly. In a 
video message, Pope Francis tells 
the elderly that God is always with 
them and reassures them that the 
Lord sends his angels to comfort 
them in their loneliness. 

    PRAYER FOR THE FIRST WORLD DAY  
   FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY  
I thank You, Lord,  
for the comfort of Your presence:  
even in times of loneliness,  
You are my hope and my confidence,  
You have been my rock and my fortress since my youth!  
 

I thank You for having given me a family  
and for having blessed me with a long life.  
I thank You for moments of joy and difficulty,  
for the dreams that have already come true in my life and 
for those that are still ahead of me.  
I thank You for this time of renewed fruitfulness to which 
You call me.  
 

Increase, O Lord, my faith,  
make me a channel of your peace,  
teach me to embrace those who suffer more than me,  
to never stop dreaming  
and to tell of your wonders to new generations.  
 

Protect and guide Pope Francis and the Church,  
that the light of the Gospel might reach the ends of the 
earth. Send Your Spirit, O Lord, to renew the world,  
that the storm of the pandemic might be calmed,  
the poor consoled and wars ended.  
 

Sustain me in weakness  
and help me to live life to the full  
in each moment that You give me,  
in the certainty that you are with me every day,  
even until the end of the age. Amen.  

Support your Archdiocese of Sydney newspaper  
The Catholic Weekly 

While our churches are closed at this time, the Catholic 
Weekly is producing a free digital flipbook edition. 

Sign up for updates directly to your email inbox here: 
www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper

-online/. 

https://youtu.be/bFUSwj3fjLA
http://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
http://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
    Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP     

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick and 
vulnerable members of our community: Vince De Giovanni, 
Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan, Rocco Zoccali, Gemma Tambasco, 
Patricia Ficarra, Meagan Ficarra, Heather Burbidge,  
Wendy Madden, Jean Boccalatte, Carolina Bastoni &  
Lina Giannandrea & all St. Mark’s community at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Mary Anne Cartwright, Tracie Flannery, Domenico Caputo, 
Liam Edward McGill, Pietrina Natoli, Julie Grady and  
Egbert Fernandez.  
 

Recently Deceased: Metka Snedic, Paola Restuccia,  
Terrance Kemp,Rev Colin Mason  Pellegrino "Paul" Di Blasio, 
Joseph Lopez, Carol-Ann Ossen, Rosa Bonanno, Robin Rowlands 
and George Wohlfiel. 

We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and 
condolences to their families.  May they rest in peace.  
 

            Eternal rest grant unto them,  
           O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
              May all the souls of all the faithful departed,  
             through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  
        Amen.  

- ST MARK’S MORNING PRAYER GROUP -  
Hosted by Maria  

Zoom on Thursday’s at 10:00am 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?
pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 858 9450 4698 
Passcode: 574385 

- ALL WELCOME -  

 

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

EVENING PRAYER 

We thank all parishioners who join the 
Planned Giving Program  
for their generosity and  

commitment to our Parish.  
QR if you wish to contribute  

As sacrifice, the Eucharist is also offered in reparation for the 
sins of the living and the dead and to obtain spiritual or 

temporal benefits from God. CCC 1414 

Watch Sunday Mass at St Mark’s  
every Saturday on demand from 5:30pm  

MORNING PRAYER 

QR DAILY FOR LAUDS & VESPERS 

Confirmation perfects Baptismal grace; it is the sacrament 
which gives the Holy Spirit in order to root us more deeply 

in the divine filiation, incorporate us more firmly into 
Christ, strengthen our bond with the Church, associate us 
more closely with her mission, and help us bear witness to 

the Christian faith in words accompanied by deeds  
CCC 1316 

"Believing" is an ecclesial act. the Church's faith precedes, 
engenders, supports and nourishes our faith. the Church is 
the mother of all believers. "No one can have God as Father 

who does not have the Church as Mother"  
(St. Cyprian, De unit. 6: PL 4, 519). CCC 181 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85894504698?pwd=NEQrWVlWWFk2RHpqMlY5bklmUnZTZz09
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/LifeMarriageFamilySydney
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BU9SJITqqCw


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection  In the readings for Ordinary Time, we take a break from the sequence of readings from the Gospel of 
Mark for a few weeks and this week’s reading begins a diversion into chapter 6 of the Gospel of John. The whole of John 6 is 
an extended discourse that explores the image of Jesus as the Bread of Life. The chapter and the discourse begin with this 
week’s miraculous feeding of the multitude. As this event occurs in each of the four gospels there is a compelling argument 
that there is some basis in fact or, at the very least, that the metaphoric image of Jesus feeding a crowd was an enduring one 
in Christian communities.  

Jesus is described as testing the disciples, asking them where they might be able to purchase bread for the crowd. Phillip is 
overwhelmed at the thought of spending a fortune on enough bread for more than 5,000 people. A small boy nearby had a 
few loaves of bread and a couple of fish. Jesus took the bread and fish, gave thanks and then had the disciples begin to  
distribute the food. When everyone had eaten their fill, the disciples collected twelve hampers of leftovers. Some  
commentators suggest that the twelve baskets represent the twelve tribes of Israel – indicating that the message of Jesus will 
be enough to feed and sustain the whole of Israel. Having witnessed this miracle the people have a sudden insight into who 
they think Jesus might be – the promised Messiah come to free them from their Roman oppressors. Wary of the crowd’s  
mistaken understanding of what the Messiah is to be, Jesus literally heads for the hills to avoid being made a political  
figurehead for the people. 

Living the Gospel – Plenty for all. The feeding of the multitude is a profoundly political statement. Quite simply, there is 
sufficient food in our world to ensure that no one should ever be hungry. Sadly, the distribution of that food is such that there 
are some in our world whose bellies are expanding from an excess of food while others’ are distended from the lack of it. We 
can easily feed the entire world. It is the responsibility of those of us in the developed world with more than we need to bring 
about a more equitable distribution with those who don’t even have enough to live. 

Different View – A miracle of sharing. Some scripture scholars suggest that the real miracle of the feeding of the  
multitude was not so much a multiplication of meagre resources by Jesus but rather a personal response by individuals within 
the crowd. It is suggested that upon seeing the willingness of Jesus (and the small boy whose food it was) to share the small 
amount of food available, everyone dug into their pockets and pulled out the small amount of food they also had and shared it 
with one another. The miracle was a breaking through from selfishness and isolation to a spirit of sharing and community. 

Gospel Focus – Messiah. At the time of Jesus there was a heightened expectation that the Messiah – the anointed one of 
God – would come and once again set the people of Israel free. However, there was great conjecture about what sort of  
person the Messiah would be. Some thought he would be a warrior king; others a wise priestly leader; others thought a  
shepherd-king in the image of David. Confounding all these expectations, Jesus’ model of Messianic leadership was that of 
the servant leader; a leader who was one with the people, offering hope and meaning in the midst of their everyday suffering 
and struggling. 

Questions 
Q. In what ways is this gospel story a precursor for the Eucharistic meal? 
Q. What is the effect of the miracle on the crowd? 
Q. Why does Jesus ‘head for the hills’? 
Q. In what ways does this gospel challenge our world?              © Greg Sunter 

       REFLECTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE – by Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart  

Who  has the courage to bring forth those five barley loaves and two fish? A young person! It is a young person 
who makes the decision to share personal food with a crowd of people. That young person gives us an example of 
how we should be. That one young person makes a difference.  
 

Have you ever been in that situation? Have you ever done something that served as an example to adults as well as 
to other young people? If so, what did you do? What happened?  
 

So  often we want to make a difference, but we feel as if we cannot. ‘I am only one person. How can I make a 
difference?’ is what we often ask ourselves. But most major changes in the world happen because one or two 
people have the courage to try something new.  
 

Have  you ever tried something new? Have you ever had a dream about doing something different or starting a 
movement that might bring about a major change in people’s behaviour or attitude? If so, what is i t? If  not, what 
do you wish you could accomplish?  
 

If  you had been the only person in a hungry crowd who would admit to having brought any food along, would you 
have offered it to Jesus so it might be shared with more than five thousand people? Why or why not?  
 

Lots of times we try something new and it fails.  At that point we have two choices. We can either give up or we 
can try again in a way that applies our learning from the first failed attempt. Sooner or later we will  make a 
discovery: we will discover the right way to do something new, or we will discover that we’ve put enough time and 
energy into a difficult quest and it’s time to change gears and focus on something else.  
 

Have  you ever failed at some attempt, then learned enough to try and try again until  you finally succeeded? If so, 
what happened?  Have you ever failed at some attempt, tried again a few times, and finally decided that i t was time 
to stop trying and to move on with something else? If so, what happened?   ©St Mary’s Press  



 

Welcome to 2021  

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

