
IN LOCKDOWN 
 

In LOCKDOWN create a better 
time for quiet and reflection! 

 

In LOCKDOWN kickstart your 
devotional life! 

 

In LOCKDOWN pray to St Joseph’ 
the Great protector! 

 
 

In LOCKDOWN find your best 
personal time! 

 
 

In LOCKDOWN stay connected! 
 

In LOCKDOWN prepare to  
re-emerge with purpose! 

Download 
the App for 
prayers on 

your 
morning 
walks!  

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
Fr. Michael Parish Priest 

 2021 Confirmation applications are available NOW! 
Download from the parish website or collect from the front porch 

of the Parish office. Applications close 6 August 2021. 

 
 

Prayer to St Joseph the Great protector! 
 

You were receptive to God working in your life.  
Help us by your prayers at this time of trial. 

You kept Jesus and Mary under your watchful care: 
may your prayers assist our local Church to respond 

to those in need. 
You taught the Christ Child your trade and prayers: 

help us to follow his example of love. 
You were part of God’s plan for all humanity: 

assist us to be vigilant and responsible this day. 
You spent your life in service: 

may we be mindful of others, particularly the 
elderly and vulnerable, caring for them in these 

difficult days. 
You trusted in the clear primacy of God over all 

history and every situation: help us to grow in faith 
and pray to the Father, Thy will be done. 

Amen 

 

PODCASTS 
OR  

YOU TUBE  
Listen while you walk or watch on 

YouTube.  
The Gathering Place. 

The Lord has radically changed our 
lives and continues to do so every 

single day. Listen as they talk about 
prayer, friendship and the Lord.  

https://blessedisshe.net/ 

Leadership is always challenging because it usually involves people, and every person has a different and often individual point of 

view. At every Catholic Mass we always pray for the current Pope and Bishop of the Diocese where we are celebrating. They are our 

leaders, and they need our prayerful support in their role of leading and guiding the Church globally and locally. Australia is preparing 

for a Plenary Council, which in Australia is a rare occasion, at which the Church leaders meet to make ‘particular law’ and guidance for 

the local Church. The Australian Plenary Council has been expanded and involves a very diverse collection of people from all aspects 

of the Church’s life and work who have a consultative vote or voice at the Plenary sessions and during the preparation. 
 

The model of leadership given in the scriptures for our reflection and prayer this week is that of ‘shepherding’. Many of the early 

leaders of God’s people were shepherds (Moses, David), chosen and called or anointed for their role of leadership. The role of the 

Shepherd is to lead, guide, feed, shelter and keep safe, guard, defend, know and protect, you could compare it to the role of a parent. 

This is contrasted in the first reading of the scriptures with those who mislead and scatter the flock given to their care. The Psalm 23 is 

a particular favourite with the calming and comforting words. 
 

When the disciples return from their labours and report in Jesus invites them to further reflect and rest but as so often happens 

things turned out differently. When they arrive at the supposedly deserted place, Jesus uses this opportunity to teach. When he sees 

the people ‘like sheep without a shepherd’ we find Mark uses the strong Greek expression ‘splagchnizomai’, ‘overwhelmed with 

compassioned’, ‘moved to the depths of ones being’, ‘moved with pity’ are some of the interpretations of this word used,  which is 

also used in Luke 10.13 Good Samaritan and Lk 15.20 the Prodigal Son. Jesus puts the needs of the people before his own and those of 

his disciples. 

Jesus is the model of the Good Shepherd and provides for all the needs of his people both spiritually and over the next few weeks we 

will see him providing what is necessary in a physical way, food. He feeds both body and soul. His leadership is played out in his life by 

the self-sacrifice of the Cross, his trust in the Fathers will and promise to him, when he becomes the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sins of the world.  
 

Let us all try to model our leadership in whatever capacity we are called to serve in the model of the Good Shepherd. Jesus placed 

people and their needs at the centre of his life and ministry. May the Good Shepherd lead and guide us in our lives and work to be 

people ‘moved with compassion from the very depth of our hearts’ to serve God and others. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/confirmation/
https://blessedisshe.net/podcast/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=b09bfb44650f9ef4edaba79536d8becc83d54689-1626230365-0-AVL-9hltZ3IDtD4Fp8d-MC9YCAe3FCgqh5edKahaA2icls-L2GezCYaQKP1V86M4rOLF0spMkDRdAinzWXS9Ro4BP3A2uWNzkP5_JwK6I5jYkum7Qan8h0-pBD3qtLZS8q0jlkwoe3sjdbZFOZge
https://blessedisshe.net/


 

Entrance Antiphon                Ps 53:6,8 

(R.) See, I have God for my help. The Lord sustains my 
soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, and praise 
your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

First Reading                  Jer 23:1-6 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 
The remnant of the flock I will gather to me, and bring them back to their pastures. 

‘Doom for the shepherds who allow the flock of my pasture to 
be destroyed and scattered – it is the Lord who speaks! This, 
therefore, is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says about the 
shepherds in charge of my people: You have let my flock be 
scattered and go wandering and have not taken care of them. 
Right, I will take care of you for your misdeeds – it is the Lord 
who speaks! But the remnant of my flock I myself will gather 
from all the countries where I have dispersed them, and will 
bring them back to their pastures: they shall be fruitful and  
increase in numbers. I will raise up shepherds to look after 
them and pasture them; no fear, no terror for them any more; 
not one shall be lost – it is the Lord who speaks!  
‘See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks –when I 
will raise a virtuous Branch for David, who will reign as true 
king and be wise, practising honesty and integrity in the land.  
In his days Judah will be saved and Israel dwell in confidence. 
And this is the name he will be called:  
The Lord-our-integrity.’ 

Responsorial Psalm                Ps 22. R. v.2

(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  
1.  The Lord is my shepherd;  there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me  
repose. Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping 
spirit. (R.) 
 

2.  He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. If 
I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear. You 
are there with your crook and your staff, with these you give me 
comfort. (R.) 
 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is  
overflowing. (R.) 
 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  all the 
days of my life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever 
and ever. (R.) 

Second Reading            Eph 2:13-18 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians   
Christ, our peace, has made us one. 

In Christ Jesus, you that used to be so far from us have been 
brought very close, by the blood of Christ. For he is the peace 
between us, and has made the two into one and broken down 
the barrier which used to keep them apart, actually destroying 
in his own person the hostility caused by the rules and decrees 
of the Law. This was to create one single New Man in himself 
out of the two of them and by restoring peace through the 
cross, to unite them both in a single Body and reconcile them 
with God. In his own person he killed the hostility. Later he 
came to bring the good news of peace, peace to you who were 
far away and peace to those who were near at hand. Through 
him, both of us have in the one Spirit our way to come to the 
Father. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel                           Mk 6:30-34 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
They were as sheep without a shepherd. 

The apostles rejoined Jesus and told him all they had 
done and taught. Then he said to them, ‘You must come 
away to some lonely place all by yourselves and rest for a 
while’; for there were so many coming and going that the 
apostles had no time even to eat. So they went off in a 
boat to a lonely place where they could be by themselves. 
But people saw them going, and many could guess 
where; and from every town they all hurried to the place 
on foot and reached it before them. So as he stepped 
ashore he saw a large crowd; and he took pity on them 
because they were like sheep without a shepherd, and he 
set himself to teach them at some length. 

The Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father  
almighty;  from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.   
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation            Jn 10:27 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; 
I know them, and they follow me.  
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ 
in Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from 

the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in 
the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used 
by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia 

and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English 
Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy 

Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Due to NSW Government COVID 
guidelines  
St Mark’s Catholic Church is 
CLOSED for all Masses. 
 

Sunday Mass will be available for 
viewing online on 
 St Mark’s YouTube channel 
or  
St Mark’s Parish website;  
www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  
 

Thank you for your understanding  

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SmartLoving Fertility 
 

 An online course for learning how to manage fertility  
 naturally in context of the Catholic faith.  

 Based on the Sympto-Thermal method, the 
course incorporates a unique blend of scientific insights, 

relationship frameworks and Catholic Theology.  
 

 From 16 July - 31 August you can register for the course 
at 50% off to celebrate Natural Fertility Awareness Week. 

www.smartloving.org/fertility  

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: With confidence and faith in the everlasting love and 
mercy of our Good Shepherd, let us place our needs before 
the Lord.         
     

Reader: We pray for all those who are called upon to  
shepherd the Church of God, may they tend their people with 
humility and wisdom. (pause)   
Lord, hear us  
All:  Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader: We pray for all the elected officials, may they work 
to promote unity among all people and to banish the scourge 
of racism, prejudice and disease. (pause)  
Lord, hear us  
All:  Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader: We pray for the oppressed who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, may their voices be heeded by those in 
positions of power and authority.  (pause)  
Lord, hear us  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the Australian Church that through the 
Plenary Council it will grow into a vibrant community filled 
with charity, united in freedom of the Holy Spirit. (pause)  
Lord, hear us  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for our parish community, may we grow in 
faith, hope and love as we seek to follow the path of Jesus.  
(pause)  
Lord, hear us  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the people who are sick and have died 
of COVID - 19 in our community, that thorough the Cross of 
Jesus, be given healing and eternal life. (pause)  
Lord, hear us  
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Leader: Gracious God, you desired to shepherd your people 
to everlasting life and so you sent your son to teach us your 
ways. Hear our prayers that we might cling to his words and 
so be transformed into a people after your own heart.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. (pause)  
All:  Amen. 
 

Offertory Antiphon          Ps 18:9 - 12

(R.) The justices of the Lord are right, rejoicing hearts 
and his judgements are sweeter than honey and the 
honeycomb for your servant keeps them.   
 

Communion Antiphon        Ps 110:4-5 

(R.) The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, has made a 
memorial of his wonders; he gives food to those who 
fear him. 

St Mark’s Parish 
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,  

Reaching Out to Those in Need,  
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  

Plenary Council Prayer Campaign:  
People across the country are invited to participate in the 
“Fan the Flame” prayer campaign leading up to the first 

assembly of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia.  
The assembly starts on October 3.  

Fan the Flame 
Towards Plenary Assembly One October 2021 

 

‘You must come away to some lonely place all by 
yourselves and rest for a while’ 

Mark 6:30-34 
Our Aboriginal culture has taught us to be still and to 

wait… We wait for the rain to fill our rivers and water the 
thirsty earth… We wait on God, too. We don’t worry. We 

know that in time and in the spirit of dadirri (that deep 
listening and quiet stillness) his way will be clear. 

(Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr, “Dadirri: Inner Deep Listening and 
Quiet Still Awareness”, Miriam-Roes Foundation,  

accessed 23 April 2021,  
https://www.miriamrosefoundation.org.au/about-dadirri.)

www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/ 

Watch Sunday Mass at St Mark’s  
every Saturday on demand from 5:30pm  

https://smartloving.org/fertility/
http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Our Church Restoration project.....  

Join me on  
Zoom  

Wednesday 
21 July at 

7:30pm for 
Mass 

followed by a 
catch up.   

Michael McLean is inviting you to a scheduled  
Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Wednesday Mass & catch up  
Time: Jul 21, 2021 07:30 PM  

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 896 2157 1498  
Passcode: 355449  

I am looking forward to connecting 
with you all.  

No-the pews will not be placed like this. 

Due to COVID conditions I have made the decision to 
change the date of our Parish100th Birthday,  

of our ‘now’ Church building. 
SAVE THE DATE  

Sunday 27 February 2022   
I look forward to you, your family and friends joining me.  

Fr Michael  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89621571498?
pwd=U2I4VzdyellOWkZjSlNvLzVQRVlGQT09 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89621571498?pwd=U2I4VzdyellOWkZjSlNvLzVQRVlGQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89621571498?pwd=U2I4VzdyellOWkZjSlNvLzVQRVlGQT09


 

Accompanying Children in their Preparation for the Sacraments 
Archdiocesan Sacramental Program Coordinator Simon Yeak 
provides three parent focused sessions on ‘Reconciliation’, ‘Holy 
Communion’ and ‘Confirmation’ 
When: Mondays 19 and 26 July 7:30 PM 
Where: Life, Marriage and Family Facebook page -  
https://www.facebook.com/LifeMarriageFamilySydney 

TRANSPORT FOR 
PASTORAL CARE. 

Bikes, motorcycles, cars, boats 
- and even mules - are 

financed to ensure the faith 
reaches the people. Seeing the 

great tragedy following the 
second world war, Father 

Werenfried van Straaten sent 
‘chapel trucks’ as mobile 

churches to displaced persons 
across Europe. Today, Aid to the 

Church in Need continues to ensure 
that spiritual aid and pastoral care 
reaches areas of need. Applications 
for assistance in purchasing means 
of transport come from every continent - trucks, cars, motorcycles, 

bikes, and even, in mountainous regions, mules - we must not let the 
tyranny of distance or harsh terrain stand in the way of the spiritual 

life of the Catholic people.  
In 2020 ACN financed 280 cars, 166 motorcycles, 783 bicycles &  

11 boats.  

https://www.facebook.com/LifeMarriageFamilySydney
https://www.catholiccare.org/


  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
    Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP     

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

 

     Saturday & Sunday Masses:    
St Mark’s Parish /School Hall - QR Code on entry  

  

       Monday - Friday Masses:  
Parish Pastoral Centre (upstairs)  

QR Code on entry  

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick and 
vulnerable members of our community: Vince De Giovanni, 
Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan, Rocco Zoccali, Gemma Tambasco, 
Patricia Ficarra, Meagan Ficarra, Heather Burbidge,  
Wendy Madden, Jean Boccalatte, Carolina Bastoni &  
Lina Giannandrea & all  St. Mark’s community at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Mary Anne Cartwright, Tracie Flannery, Domenico Caputo, 
Liam Edward McGill, Pietrina Natoli, Julie Grady,  
Egbert Fernandez and Edmund Dearn. 
 

Recently Deceased: Paola Restuccia, Terrance Kemp, 
Rev Colin Mason  Pellegrino "Paul" Di Blasio, Joseph Lopez,  
Carol-Ann Ossen, Rosa Bonanno, Robin Rowlands and  
George Wohlfiel. 

Condolences: We offer our condolences to the Restuccia and 
Boccalatte families on the passing of our beloved parishioner 
Paola Restuccia.  May she rest easy in eternal sleep.   
We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and 
condolences to their families.  May they rest in peace.  
 

            Eternal rest grant unto them,  
           O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
              May all the souls of all the faithful departed,  
             through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  
        Amen.  

 

Masses cancelled  
Fr Michael & Fr Denis offer prayers 

for the community daily  
(preventing the stop of COVID) 

Masses cancelled  
(preventing the stop of COVID) 

QR DAILY FOR LAUDS - MORNING PRAYER 

S U P P O R T I N G  S Y D N E Y  C A T H O L I C S 
W H I L E  C H U R C H E S  A R E  C L O S E D  

Z O O M  O N L I N E  R E F L E C T I O N  D U R I N G  L O C K D O W N 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Thursday morning prayer group is cancelled due to COVID 
changes & will begin once restrictions ease.   

QR DAILY FOR VESPERS  - EVENING PRAYER 

QR 
  

   TO  
   GIVE  

   ‘THANKS’   

Are you looking to retire & retain your faith at the same time? 
Why not join Monsignor John Peoples Catholic Retirement 

Village at All Hallows Parish, Five Dock. 
 

  Offering all the security and peace of mind of retirement living, 
provided to you in a pastorally rich Catholic community. A low 

maintenance, carefree lifestyle awaits you in an established 
community where neighbours soon become friends. 

Please call us – you will find something to fit your budget. 
Phone Robert on 0414 611 158 or  

Andrew on 0478 023 384 
1-bedroom units currently available 

 

O’Shea Management-Working with the Sydney Archdiocese for 

over 18 years to help you find your retirement village home. 

Job Advertisement: Parish Secretary at Hunters Hill 
Holy Name of Mary parish, Hunters Hill is looking for a full-time 
parish secretary (37.5 hours per week). The successful candidate 
will work with the Parish Priest, the parish support team and 
volunteers, providing a range of secretarial, accounts and office 
support services to ensure the smooth and effective operation of the 
Parish Office. Applications should be addressed to Parish Priest,  
Fr Kevin Bates on villamar@bigpond.net.au by 23 July, phone  
02 9817 5325 for full job description.   

Job Advertisement: Housekeeper/Cleaner at Five Dock  
All Hallows Parish, Five Dock is looking for a part-time house 
keeper cleaner for the presbytery/parish office. For more details 
and job description contact the Parish Office phone   
(02) 9713 7960 or email  parishallhallows@gmail.com    

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/sce-lockdown-activities/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
mailto:villamar@bigpond.net.au
mailto:parishallhallows@gmail.com


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection  Fifty years ago the word ‘stress’ was only ever applied to materials like steel and the wings of planes.  
But since then, along with ‘pressure’, it has first crept into our language and more lately become an everyday term. Everyone  
experiences stress now. You can even hear Grade One students talk about the stress they’re under at school! Perhaps it’s 
the ever-growing pace of life or an innate competitiveness but pressure and stress have become part of daily life for most 
people in the so-called civilised world. Although he may never have used the words ‘stress’ or ‘pressure’, Jesus knew all 
about the demands of ministry with other people. When the disciples returned from their first efforts away from Jesus he knew 
that they needed some time out to debrief, to pray and to re-energise themselves. He ordered them all into a boat and they 
headed for a lonely place where they could be by themselves and rejuvenate. Jesus recognised the importance of taking time 
out. If you are engaged in a vocation or ministry that sees you meeting the needs of others, you need some time out to reflect 
on your experiences; time to hold those people up to God in prayer; time to make sense of your work and the interactions 
you’ve shared; time to simply recharge your batteries so that you can once again give fully of yourself. 

Unfortunately, when Jesus arranged for himself and the disciples to have some time out, the crowd anticipated where they 
were going and actually beat them there! When the disciples arrived at their lonely spot, they were once again overwhelmed 
by the crowd. However, Jesus recognised the demands of the crowd as being more urgent than the demands of the disciples 
and himself. He took pity on them – he was moved by compassion – and responded to their need. 

Have you thought? Prayer and reflection. Jesus demonstrated how important it is to engage in times of quiet prayer and 
reflection. When you expend a lot of time and energy in the service of others it is essential to reflect on those experiences, to 
learn from them and consider what you’d do differently next time. It is also important that any ministry that seeks to be based 
in the message of Jesus can only remain so if it is fuelled by prayer. Only through prayerful dialogue with God can we learn 
what God desires for us. 

Living the Gospel – Take time out. I recently travelled to France and was amazed that in the smaller towns and villages 
everything stopped for two hours in the middle of the day and people went home for lunch. As a tourist used to almost 24 
hour convenience, it was at first terribly frustrating. Even tourist attractions would close down. The only businesses open were 
restaurants. However, the wisdom of the custom soon became apparent. How wonderfully civilised and life-giving to stop for 
two hours in the middle of the day, go home and have a leisurely lunch. It made me ask myself, ‘When do I take time out to 
renew myself?’ 

Historical Context – Sheep and Shepherds. This gospel passage is one of many gospel references and even more Old 
Testament references to sheep and shepherds. It is an enduring image from the Bible. Much of it stems from the shepherd-
become-King, David. When a monarchy developed in Israel it was clear that the role of king was like that of a shepherd, car-
ing for his flock. Jesus applied the image to himself on several occasions, reinforcing an image of servant leadership. The 
language continues today, with bishops referred to as shepherds of their diocese and carrying a crosier that is reminiscent of 
a shepherd’s crook. 

Questions 
Q. What experiences have you had of engaging in reflection / prayer / meditation? 
Q. Where do you find it convenient / appropriate / helpful to take reflective time? 
Q. What impact can be made by taking time out of a busy life to reflect and pray?    © Greg Sunter 

Lord Jesus, I ask for Your help as I begin this new school term.  
Allow me to experience Your presence in the many blessings You put before me.  

Open my eyes to the new challenges & exciting opportunities that this new term will bring.  
Open my heart and mind to my friends & teachers.   

Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic with my studies & courage to accept new learnings.   
Help me to be attentive to my teachers & let me experience  

Your presence in my friends.  Jesus, inspire me to do my best this term!  Amen  

              Go Forward in Love:  
 It is these simple truths that Christ is asking us to carry with us as we move forward:  
 Human contact is precious.  Nothing can compare to being in the physical presence of one another. When social  
 distancing becomes a past thought, remember to appreciate the gift of simply sitting with someone.  
 

 We have a responsibili ty to care for our health and the health of one another.  Some aspects of our health are 
 uncontrollable, and health complications have existed long before the COVID -19 pandemic. These matters 
 should always be taken seriously.  
 

 The natural world needs attention, too.  Our love for creation is not l imited to God’s people. As members of the 
 Church, we ought to recognize our role in fostering the gift of nature. Pope Francis reminds us, “you are called 
 to care for creation not only as responsible citizens, but also as followers of Christ.”  
 

 Cling to the sacraments.  These treasures of the Catholic life sanctify us and build up the Body of Christ.  Our 
 hunger for the graces of the sacraments should be motivation for us to receive them willingly and often when 
 we are allowed to do so.  
 

 All life is a gift and should be treated as such.  Even the most vulnerable. By living in accordance with the truth 
 that every human life is sacred, we can better serve, love, and pray for one another .    ©lifeteen.com 



 

Welcome to 2021  

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

