
Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

  TIPS ON SURVIVING SELF-ISOLATION 

Get up 
Get dressed 

Get a routine going 
Get creative -  Get connected 

Get God 
by Sr Megan Brock SJ 

  Due to NSW Government COVID 
guidelines  

St Mark’s Catholic Church is 
CLOSED for all Masses. 

 
Thank you for your understanding  

MASS FOR YOU AT HOME  
St Mark’s pre-recorded Mass is 

back and can be viewed on  
St Mark’s website from Sunday  
4 July. Mass is recorded in the  

Parish Pastoral Chapel.  

The Pope is to grant Plenary 
Indulgences on First World Day of 
Grandparents & the Elderly to be 

celebrated on the fourth Sunday of 
July, this year on 25 July,  

on the theme:  
“I am with you always” (Mt. 28: 20).  

THANK YOU   
to all our parishioners who 

continue to contribute 
financially to the Parish 

especially during this time.  

These days of lockdown in Sydney and many other parts of our country have enforced a time for us to stay at home and 

only venture out for what is essential. This affects us all in different ways. Some people love it and cocoon themselves within their 

own home happily – other find it almost intolerable and yearn for contact and interaction with others. It is important that we as a 

community reach out to each other and those vulnerable around us to support and be attentive to the needs of others.  

A simple smile and hello from a distance can mean so much to those cut off or living on their own. Within households we need to 

be very considerate of others and make extra effort to care for and support each other. This will be difficult in confined settings or 

small dwellings. The South Street play area certainly gets a workout during these times of lockdown with many young people 

recreating.  

The scripture for this Sunday certainly gives us some food for thought. Ezekiel has been forced into exile in Babylonia from 

Jerusalem where he has the vision described in the first reading for this Sunday. He is called by God to be a prophet and the job 

description is not promising because he is to expect hardship but is encouraged to not loose hope because they will realise that  

           ‘a prophet has been among them’. 

This is linked to the Gospel account of the very lukewarm response to a visit by Jesus to his hometown Nazareth. After his 

proclamation in the Synagogue, the display of wisdom and the mighty deeds he has done they start to discount him because of 

familiarity as a hometown boy and he is unable to do much because of their ‘lack of faith’. The Australian author Brenden Byrne in 

a book on the Gospel of Mark ‘A Costly Freedom’ comments 

“Progress in the Spiritual Life; Growth in the Spirit;  

almost always shows itself in the ability to recognize God more and more in the ordinary, the everyday.”  

“The gospel invites us to identify and name the ‘Nazareth’ in our own selves.” P105 
 

Everyday is God’s gift to us and it is so important to pause, reflect, pray and come into the presence of God each day so that we 

who have been anointed priest, prophet and king or queen in our Baptism can truly be a holy people (Priest), people who speak 

the Word of God in the world (Prophet) and truly be of service after heart of Jesus (King or Queen). Like all prophets it may not 

be easy, and we are called to have courage and faith, especially during this time.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon               Cf. Ps 47:10-11 

(R.) Your merciful love, O God, we have received in the 
midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like your 
name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is 
filled with saving justice. 

1. Great is the Lord and highly is the praised, in the city of 
our God, upon his holy mountain.    (R.)  

2. As we have heard so have we seen in the city of the 
Lord of hosts, in the city of our God in the midst of your 
temple. (R.)  

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading              Ez 2:2-5 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  
The people are rebellious; they shall know there will be a prophet in their midst.. 

The spirit came into me and made me stand up, and I 
heard the Lord speaking to me. He said, ‘Son of man, I am 
sending you up to the Israelites, to the rebels who have 
turned against me. Till now they and their ancestors have 
been in revolt against me. The sons are defiant and  
obstinate; I am sending you to them, to say, “The Lord says 
this.” Whether they listen or not, this set of rebels shall 
know there is a prophet among them.’ 

Responsorial Psalm               Ps 122. R. v.2

(R.) Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, pleading for his 
mercy. 

1.  To you have I lifted up my eyes, you who dwell in the 
heavens: my eyes, like the eyes of slaves on the hand of 
their lords. (R.) 
 

2.  Like the eyes of a servant  on the hand of his mistress, 
so our eyes are on the Lord our God till he shows us his 
mercy.  (R.) 
 

3. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. We are filled with 
contempt. Indeed all too full is our soul with the scorn of the 
rich, with the proud man’s disdain. (R.) 

Second Reading            2 Cor 12:7-10 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians  
I will glory in my infirmities so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 

In view of the extraordinary nature of these revelations, to 
stop me from getting too proud I was given a thorn in the 
flesh, an angel of Satan to beat me and stop me from  
getting too proud! About this thing, I have pleaded with 
the Lord three times for it to leave me, but he has said, 
‘My grace is enough for you: my power is at its best in 
weakness.’ So I shall be very happy to make my  
weaknesses my special boast so that the power of Christ 
may stay over me, and that is why I am quite content with 
my weaknesses, and with insults, hardships,  
persecutions, and the agonies I go through for Christ’s 
sake. For it is when I am weak that I am strong. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gospel                            Mk 6:1-6 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
A prophet is despised only in his own country. 

Jesus went to his home town and his disciples  
accompanied him. With the coming of the sabbath he  
began teaching in the synagogue and most of them were 
astonished when they heard him. They said, ‘Where did 
the man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been 
granted him, and these miracles that are worked through 
him? This is the carpenter, surely, the son of Mary, the 
brother of James and Joset and Jude and Simon? His 
sisters, too, are they not here with us?’ And they would 
not accept him. And Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is only 
despised in his own country among his own relations and 
in his own house’; and he could work no miracle there, 
though he cured a few sick people by laying his hands on 
them. He was amazed at their lack of faith. 

The Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day 
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father  
almighty;  from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.   
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                  See Lk 4:18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me 
to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 

Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Due to NSW Government 
COVID guidelines  
St Mark’s Catholic Church is 
CLOSED for all Masses. 
 

Sunday Mass will be 
available for viewing online on 
 St Mark’s YouTube channel 
or  
St Mark’s Parish website;  
www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  
 

Thank you for your understanding  

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Knowing that we are loved and cared for by our 
heavenly Father, let us not hesitate to place before him our 
needs and the needs of the world.       
     

Reader: We pray for the whole Church; may we,  
encouraged by the example of Christ and of the saints,  
joyfully endure suffering and hardship for the sake of the 
kingdom. (pause)   
We pray. 
All:  Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader: We pray for all the leaders of the world. May they 
work towards finding just solutions to climate change and the 
distribution of vaccines and care during the continuing  
pandemic. (pause)  
We pray. 
All:  Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader: We pray for the members of the Plenary Council. 
In a few months they will assemble to open themselves to 
the Holy Spirit to work towards decisions for the Church in 
Australia. May they hear the voice of the Holy Spirit in a  
profound way. (pause)  
We pray. 
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people on this NAIDOC Sunday, that all who live in this land 
will work together to heal country and heal the nation. 
(pause)  
We pray. 
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for safety of our tradesman and those who 
are involved at St. Mark’s Church restoration.  (pause)  
We pray. 
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for all those who have died and whose 
names are listed in this week’s church bulletin. May they  
celebrate everlasting life in Christ Jesus. (pause)  
We pray. 
All:  Lord hear our prayer.  

Leader: God of infinite goodness, throughout the ages you 
have continued to call all people to find shelter and refuge in 
your love. Hear our prayers that we might embody your 
peace in the world and help to establish your kingdom of joy. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. (pause)  
All:  Amen. 

 

Offertory Antiphon          Ps 17: 28:32 
(R.) You will save the humble people O Lord, and will 
bring down the eyes of the proud for who is God, but 
you O Lord.     
1.   I will love you O Lord my strength, the Lord is my  
stronghold, my refuge, and my deliverer. (R.)     
 

2.   May God is my helper and in him I will put my trust. My 
protector and the horn of my salvation and my support. (R.)  

 

Communion Antiphon         Ps 33:9 

(R.) Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed the 
man who seeks refuge in him. 

1.   The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear 
him, to rescue them. (R.)     
 

2.   O taste and see how gracious the Lord is blessed the 
man who hopes in him. (R.)  

St Mark’s Parish 
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,  

Reaching Out to Those in Need,  
Journeying Together, Growing in Faith.  

SUPPORTING FAMILIES THROUGH 
HOMELESSNESS 

2021  Vinnies Winter Appeal  

This year’s Vinnies Winter Appeal is ‘Home Wanted’, 
with a focus on the impact of homelessness, particularly 
on children. 
 

 
 

DONATE  
TODAY 

 

FIND OUR MORE VISIT 

https://donate.vinnies.org.au/winter-appeal
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/


Our Church is under going it’s Restoration project.....  

 

Dear Parishioners,  

St Mark’s 100 year of the Church Parish Event - Sunday 19 September 2021  
 

We are preparing to celebrate our 100 year of the ‘now’ Church at St Mark’s Drummoyne. To bring the 
community together and to forward our Mission and Ministry I invite you all to come and join me in our 
celebrations.  
 

To start the day and to mark the occasion join me and fellow clergy at 10:30am for St Mark’s 100 year 
Eucharistic celebration of the Mass with a liturgy dedicated to the Church together with musicians, music and 
historical tones for rejoicing the past and celebrating the future of St Mark’s.  
 

Following the Mass I am hosting a special luncheon and I invite you all to come, gather a group of 10 and buy 
a table, if you only wish to buy a single ticket you can do this as well. We have a limited number of tables of 10 
that have magnificent views of the water, so if you buy a table and donate an additional amount to the Church 
this table position may be yours. 
 

Fundraising has always been an essential part of Parish life to meet the needs of the Church so we can have  
celebrations for today’s blessings and happier times ahead. We need to raise funds so our Church can thrive 
not just survive. We all want the best of our Church and as Church collection’s and Planned Giving members 
are decreasing we have to look at other ways to support our Church and community.  
 

Our goal for this 100 year event is to raise $50,000 or more..  
What will this do?  
Building on the foundation of the Church, the funds will give us the potential to do what you have been 
asking, to employ a Minister of Music to once again build our musicians and singers to joyfully give back at 
Mass and other Parish events. To employ a Youth Minister to give our children additional understanding of the 
formation of the Church so they can connect with other young people, and to Christ and to bring fun to their 
faith and relationship with God. Furthermore, we cannot forget our Church we need to repair and maintain 
our Church through out the year, the same as any home, so we need to have funds for the upkeep of our 
Church.  
 

We cannot ignore the changes, in giving, or risk in getting left behind, charitable giving enables us to do 
things and move forward. As Paul says "God loves a cheerful giver." so I invite you join me at this great event, it 
may even become an annual event, bring a friend or a past member of our community, or come and meet a 
new friend and share in the delights of our community. I look forward to welcoming you all.   

             Fr Michael   



 

 



 St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
    Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP     

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

 

     Saturday & Sunday Masses:    
St Mark’s Parish /School Hall - QR Code on entry  

  

       Monday - Friday Masses:  
Parish Pastoral Centre (upstairs)  

QR Code on entry  

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick 
members of our community: Paola Restuccia, Vince De Giovanni, 
Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan, Rocco Zoccali, Gemma Tambasco, 
Patricia Ficarra, Meagan Ficarra, Heather Burbidge,  
Wendy Madden, Carolina Bastoni & Lina Giannandrea & all  
St. Mark’s community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Pietrina Natoli, Julie Grady, Egbert Fernandez, Maria Abbonizio, 
Daniel Macri, Matthew Igoe, Brett McIntyre, Diane McIntyre, 
Edmund Dearn, Antonio Scioscia, Cosimo Zanzari, John Coughlan 
and Santina Macalusco.  
 

Recently Deceased: Fr Tony Simari, Pellegrino "Paul" Di Blasio, 
Michael Bailey, Joseph Lopez, Carol-Ann Ossen, Rosa Bonanno,  
Mother Maria Teresa, Robin Rowlands, George Wohlfiel, 
Domenico Caputo and Fruto ‘Fred’ Milan  
 

We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and 
condolences to their families.  May they rest in peace.  
            Eternal rest grant unto them,  
           O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
              May all the souls of all the faithful departed,  
             through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  
        Amen.  

 

2020/2021 FINANCIAL YEAR  
 Tax receipts will be emailed after 6 July 2021.  

Thursday morning prayer group is cancelled due to 
COVID changes & will begin once restrictions ease.   

2021 - 2022 Planned giving envelopes  
are now available. 

Masses cancelled  
Fr Michael & Fr Denis offer 

prayers for the community daily  
(preventing the stop of COVID) 

Masses cancelled  
(preventing the stop of COVID) 

It is important to take care of 
yourself and to Self Care. 

download this Self Care Plan 
To help you to take care of 

yourself physically, emotionally, 
spiritually and your sense of 

wellbeing.  

P R E S E N T A T I O N   
O F  T H E   

D E M P S E Y  M E D A L .  

Acknowledgement of Country 

The St Mark’s Catholic Parish acknowledge and pay 
respect to the Wangal clan, one of 29 tribes of the Eora 

nation and the traditional custodians of this land.  
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment 
and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 
ongoing journey of Reconciliation.  

St Mark’s pays respect to elders past and present, and 
extend this respect to all Aboriginal people living in or 

visiting our parish community.  

QR DAILY FOR LAUDS - MORNING PRAYER 

Mrs Regina Colantonio 

Mr Rocco Zoccali  

S U P P O R T I N G  S YD N E Y  C AT H O L I C S 
W H I L E  C H U R C H E S  AR E  C L O S E D  

Z O O M  O N L I N E  R E F L E C T I O N  D U R I N G  L O C K D O W N 

© Photos courtesy of Giovanni Portelli, Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/casys/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Self-Care-Plan-.pdf
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/sce-lockdown-activities/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

 

 CATHOLIC WEEKLY ONLINE @ WWW.CATHOLICWEEKLY.COM.AU 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

* News * Opinions * Features * Faith * Parenting * Multimedia *  
Subscribe online today!  

St Mark’s Families:  When did your family arrive in our Parish, we are looking for families from  
 

1950 | 1960 | 1970 | 1980 | 1990 | 2000 | 2010 | 2020  
 

Were you a ‘Brown’ family who arrived in 1957 or a ‘Sellars’ family who came in 1985  
 

We are looking for 10 or 100 families who will be attending our  
100 year event that we can celebrate with.   

 
Notify the Parish office of the year of your families arrival.   

Gospel Reflection  This week’s gospel sees Jesus returning to his home town of Nazareth. He is well and truly into his public 
ministry at this point in the gospel and his reputation is obviously growing as a healer and teacher. When he goes to Nazareth 
the locals are quick to ‘put him in his place’. They remember the boy, the teenager, the young man apprenticed to his father’s 
craft. He’s a nobody as far as they are concerned; just young Yeshua (Jesus) who grew up here. It is much the same within 
families and local communities today. No matter how successful and authoritative a young woman or man may have become, 
a trip home will quickly remind them that in the eyes of those they grew up with nothing has changed. In the gospel passage 
they even say, that’s Jesus – he’s just James’ brother; no one special! Why would they think they had anything to learn from a 
brat who grew up in their own town? What could he possibly tell them? They try to force Jesus back into the mould of the  
person with whom they were previously familiar and comfortable.  

We do this to one another all the time. We have certain expectations about the way a friend normally acts or thinks and when 
they behave differently we react in a way that lets them know that they are not ‘being themselves’. In doing this, we are  
looking to maintain our own comfort zone. We take away the freedom of the other person to grow and change. Many people 
seem to enter into relationships thinking that neither of them will ever change. This, of course, is an unsustainable assump-
tion. Surely, if we want the best for those we love and care for, we want them to be constantly growing and becoming all that 
they can be? 

Living the Gospel – Acknowledging the close at hand. Today’s gospel reminds us that we can fail to see the value of 
those with whom we are very familiar. Although we proclaim that we seek the face of Christ in the face of those we meet it 
may not at times occur to us to look on our family and close friends in the same way. It may seem unlikely that God might 
come to us in the guise of a family member. Perhaps next time we are irritated by a brother or sister or the overly protective 
actions of a parent we should remind ourselves that we are looking into the face of God. 

Scriptural context – Lack of faith. The final sentence of today’s gospel tells us that Jesus was amazed at the lack of faith 
displayed by his home town. It is a feature of the Gospel of Mark that the accomplishment of miracles is associated with the 
faith of those involved. The section of the gospel that surrounds this passage deals with the lack of faith and understanding 
displayed by the disciples. The home town experience is a lesson to the disciples that in the absence of faith, the ministry of 
Jesus and those who follow him will falter. Only those who truly believe can participate in this ministry and share in the mirac-
ulous works of Jesus. 

Have you thought? Brothers of Jesus. The reference to the brothers of Jesus has caused a lot of controversy in the 
past and continues to do so. One opinion, now regarded as heresy, was that these brothers were the younger children of 
Mary and Joseph. Another argument, grounded in the apocryphal gospels of Peter and James, maintains that they were Jo-
seph’s sons by an earlier marriage. The view generally held is that they were actually cousins of Jesus. The problem appears 
to arise because of a problem in translation from one language to another. The original Aramaic word was translated into a 
Greek word for brothers, or brethren. 

Questions 
Q. Have you ever had an experience like that of Jesus when he returned home?  
Q. Have you ever reacted to an old friend in the way Jesus’ childhood neighbours did?  
Q. Have you experienced an unlikely or unexpected encounter with the presence of God?     © Greg Sunter 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

