
We have certainly seen little things grow in the Parish over the last 
one hundred years. As the Parish has grown and developed, we have 
seen Fr John move from being a student for the Priesthood preparing 
for Diaconate, his Ordination as a Deacon here in our community, his 
preparation and celebration of his Ordination to the Priesthood and 
the flowering of his ministry among us as a newly Ordained Priest.  
He has matured well and graced us with his spirituality, willingness to 
work hard, his gifts with technology and editing of our online offering 
of our recorded Mass and messages.       

John has been active in all areas of ministry within the Parish with 
lockdown Masses for the School children, in the renewal of the 
Catechists within the parish, his ministry to the sick and housebound 
and especially Mass in the local nursing homes and his administrative 
assistance with many tasks in the Parish pastoral centre. He is always 
willing and very capable developing his talents and when I asked him 
how do you know about that?  He replies I learnt it on YouTube!!    In the house he has been a wonderful companion and friend , 
he loves food and is a good cook, but we have to give him time for all the chopping up and prep!  We wish him well in his new 
appointment at Holy Family Parish Menai it has been a privilege to share the ministry with him and we deeply appreciate all he 
has given to us. The seed of faith is very powerful when it is nurtured and nourished. John has done a great deal to help the faith 

of this community grow and develop, for his ministry amongst us we say a very big THANK YOU.   
May God continue to bless him and may he continue to produce good fruit for the Lord in his future ministry.     Fr  Michael  

Yours in Christ, Fr John  Pham  

Eleventh Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 
13 June 2020 

Fr John  

The Kingdom of God is Jesus’ favourite topic because after all that is where he wants us to be. In this week’s gospel, 
Jesus compares the kingdom of God with a mustard seed which is one of the smallest seeds. However, this tiny seed can grow 
into a big tree that even the birds of the air can land on and make their nest on it.  
If we can relate this parable with the history of the Church, we can really see that what Jesus said is true. Comparing to the world 
that we are living in, the teachings of Jesus is so tiny and even smaller than a mustard seed. However, His words still stand and 
grow day by day to give hope, support, and comfort to many people.  
In faith, we firmly believe that the Kingdom of God is in our midst, despite so much injustice and sin in the world. The word of 
God gives us hope and helps us to go through every trial in life.  God has planted the seed of his word into our hearts but the 
question that we may ask ourselves here is: How can we also become a seed for others? A seed that even though it is small and 
humble yet effective and helpful. Perhaps, Saint Teresa of the Child Jesus and Mother Teresa of Calcutta are two great examples 
for this. Saint Teresa’s life even though was very ordinary like the lives of many others, yet it was filled with evangelical values so 
that the Church proclaimed her one of the great saints in the Church. Mother Teresa of Calcutta even though was a small and 
slender woman yet has lit up the whole world through acts of charity and love, helping the poor and the 
unfortunate. Furthermore, there are also so many other people around us who are quietly working, serving, and helping those in 
need. Therefore, we have absolutely every reason to believe that the Kingdom of God has been, is and will continue to grow 
quietly yet steadily for many more generations.   
Lord, you came to earth like a seed buried in the ground, but you rose again in glory. Let us know to die silently to sin,  
so that we may grow up in the grace of God.  Amen  



 

Entrance Antiphon           Cf. Ps 26:7,9 

O Lord, hear my voice, for I have called to you; be my 
help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O God,  
my Saviour! 
1.   In you, O Lord have I hoped let me never be put to 
shame, In your justice set me free incline your ear to me.  
 

2.   Bow down your ear to me; make haste to deliver me, 
for your are my strength and refuge.   
 

3.  O how great is your goodness, Lord, which you have 
hidden for those who fear you, that you show to those who 
trust you.   
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading                 Ez 17:22-24 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel   
I have made the small tree great. 
The Lord says this: ‘From the top of the cedar, from the 
highest branch I will take a shoot and plant it myself on a 
very high mountain. 
I will plant it on the high mountain of Israel. It will sprout 
branches and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. 
Every kind of bird will live beneath it, every winged creature 
rest in the shade of its branches. And every tree of the field 
will learn that I, the Lord, am the one who stunts tall trees 
and makes the low ones grow, who withers green trees and 
makes the withered green. I, the Lord, have spoken, and I 
will do it.’ 

Responsorial Psalm         Ps 91:2-3. 13-16. R. see v.2
(R.) Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.  
 

1.  It is good to give thanks to the Lord to make music to 
your name, O Most High, to proclaim your love in the  
morning and your truth in the watches of the night. (R.) 
 

2.   The just will flourish like the palm-tree and grow like a 
Lebanon cedar.  (R.) 
 

3.  Planted in the house of the Lord they will flourish in the 
courts of our God, still bearing fruit when they are old, still 
full of sap, still green, to proclaim that the Lord is just. In 
him, my rock, there is no wrong.  (R.) 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 

Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Second Reading         2 Cor 5:6-10 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

Whether we are living in the body or exiled from it, we are intent on 
pleasing the Lord. 
We are always full of confidence when we remember that 
to live in the body means to be exiled from the Lord, going 
as we do by faith and not by sight – we are full of  
confidence, I say, and actually want to be exiled from the 
body and make our home with the Lord. Whether we are 
living in the body or exiled from it, we are intent on  
pleasing him. For all the truth about us will be brought out 
in the law court of Christ, and each of us will get what he 
deserves for the things he did in the body, good or bad. 
 

 

 

Gospel                         Mk 4:26-34 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
The mustard seed, the smallest of all the seeds, grows into the biggest shrub of all. 
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘This is what the kingdom of 
God is like. A man throws seed on the land. Night and 
day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is 
sprouting and growing; how, he does not know. Of its own 
accord the land produces first the shoot, then the ear, 
then the full grain in the ear. And when the crop is ready, 
he loses no time; he starts to reap because the harvest 
has come.’ 
He also said, ‘What can we say the kingdom of God is 
like? What parable can we find for it? It is like a mustard 
seed which at the time of its sowing in the soil is the 
smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it 
grows into the biggest shrub of them all and puts out big 
branches so that the birds of the air can shelter in its 
shade.’ Using many parables like these, he spoke the 
word to them, so far as they were capable of  
understanding it. He would not speak to them except in 
parables, but he explained everything to his disciples 
when they were alone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day 
he rose again from the dead;  he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father  
almighty;  from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the  
communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body,  and life everlasting.   
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                   Jn 6:51-52 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the 
sower; all who come to him will live for ever. 
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 
Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: In today’s second reading, St. Paul reminds us that 
“we walk by faith, not by sight.” With confidence in our 
God’s generosity and compassion, let us place our needs 
before him.        
     

Reader: We pray for God’s church throughout the world, 
may it provide shelter and welcome for all people of goodwill.  
(pause)   
We pray. 
All:  Thy kingdom come. 
Reader: We pray, as the Church reflects this year on Pope 
Francis’ encyclical on Love in the Family, that the vibrant 
desire of young people to marry and form a family will be an 
inspiration to us all. (pause)  
We pray. 
All:  Thy kingdom come.  
Reader: We pray that our parish children coming to receive 
the Body and Blood of Christ may grow closer to God. May 
they be nourished by this Sacrament today and all the days 
of their lives. (pause)  
We pray. 
All:  Thy kingdom come.  
Reader: We pray that faith, planted through baptism in  
infants and children like the tiniest of seeds, will be nurtured 
by parents and parish communities, so that it flourishes into 
a rich harvest of fidelity to God and good works among  
people. (pause)  
We pray. 
All:  Thy kingdom come.  
Reader: We pray that our departed relatives and parishion-
ers, along with those who died in crises, will make their 
home with the Lord. (pause)  
We pray. 
All:  Thy kingdom come.  
Leader: God of all goodness, you sent your son Jesus to 
teach about your kingdom through parables. Hear our pray-
ers that we might plant the seeds of this kingdom and trust in 
your providence to bring them to fruition. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. (pause)  
All:  Amen. 
Offertory Antiphon              Ps 15:7.8 
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel. I keep the 
Lord always before me; with him at my right hand, I shall 
not be moved.  
1.   Keep me O God, for in you I take refuge; I say to the 
Lord “My Lord are you. Apart from you I have no good.    
 

2.   How wonderfully has he made me cherish the holy ones 
who are in his hand.  
 

Communion Antiphon         Ps 26:4 

There is one thing I ask of the Lord, only this do I seek: 
to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
1.   And I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of  
gladness. I will sing and make music for the Lord.    
 

2.   Hear O Lord the sound of my voice with which I have 
cried to you have mercy and hear me.  

First Eucharist / Holy Communion Parent Prayer 

Lord, give us the wisdom and the courage to help our 
children as you would, to develop in them a Christ-like love 

for all people …  
 To nurture in them a desire to give  

and not simply to take…  
to teach them to be doers of Your Holy Word. 

 Guide us in our parental responsibilities strengthen our 
love as a family so that we may work together in coming 

closer to You. 
 May we be the expression of Your love to our children 

so that each day will be as today … 
 Your love received and shared …  

to help us be one in the Body of Christ. 
 Amen. 

This weekend we celebrate the Sacrament of  
First Eucharist - Holy Communion  

and we congratulate  
the following. 

Sienna A Finley H Lila M 

Patrick A Olive H Hannah McC 

Angeline B Willow H Joshua McC 

Kiera B Lyla  I Luka P 

Eve C Felix K William P 

Sergio D Halena L Benjamin R 

Jonathan D L Aaliyah L Georgia R 

Matteo D P Amelie  M Alana S 

Daniella D S Lachlan M Philip S 

Vincent G Lea M Tony V S 

May you always know the peace of Jesus,  
the light of His love,  

and the joy of His life within you.  



 

 

St Mark’s Church is ready to begin it’s restoration and maintenance work, over the coming weeks our 
project will commence, please take note of the following:  
† St Mark’s Catholic Church will be closed from Monday 14 June to Friday 6 August.  

There is NO access to the Church including the Columbarium during this time.  
† Our Church project will undertake to restore the following 

  * update and restore the entrance / foyer / gallery stairs 

             *  restore outside steps and surrounding sandstone 

             *  update confessionals to current standards  
             *  update and marble installation on altar sanctuary   
             *  install reverse cycle air conditioning  
             *  new carpet through the Church  
             *  Our Lady and Sacred Heart statues restored  
             *  electrical upgrade in Church  
             *  replace the Welsh slate roof on west side of the Church   
† Due to this, Masses Monday to Friday will be held in the Parish Pastoral Centre (upstairs) and on 

Saturday and Sunday in the Parish /school hall.   
† Preparation began on Monday 7 June for electrical works. (see photo’s below) 

 

This weekend and next weekend at Masses we welcome the children into the life of our Parish through 
the Sacrament of First Eucharist (Holy Communion) and we offer this opportunity for their families to 
renew their faith; to discover God who is present in all we do.  
 

If you would like to support our restoration project or to join our planned giving program, please take a 
green card and complete or donate online, or speak with the parish office.          
 

 

 

 

Watch Fr Michael’s  
restoration message &  

 St Mark’s Mass changes   
YouTube Channel  

1 sqm Carpet  
= $100 donation  

1 sqm Welsh slate   
= $200 donation  

1 sqm Marble    
= $500 donation  

Thank you in advance for your support and understanding during this time.  

This week the Restoration pre set up began…... 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/drummoyneparish
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/drummoyneparish
https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/drummoyneparish
https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/drummoyneparish


Dates for the Diary  

20 Sept 20 -  
Mass of Thanksgiving  

Ordination to the Diaconate of John Pham  
30 Nov 19  

19 Sept 20 - Ordained to the Sacred    
    Priesthood of Jesus Christ  



 St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone,  
and no photography during the Mass.  Thank you  

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

 

     Saturday & Sunday Masses:    
St Mark’s Parish /School Hall - QR Code on entry  

Saturday -  12pm  
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm 

Sunday - 9:00am, 10:30am  & 6:00pm 
No online pre registration required.  

2 sqm rule applies to places of worship.  

       Monday - Friday Masses:  
Parish Pastoral Centre (upstairs)  

QR Code on entry  
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6:30pm cancelled  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  (02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick 
members of our community: Vince De Giovanni, Michael Erwin, 
Ed Ludaszewski, Patricia Ryan, Gemma Tambasco, Rocco Zoccali, 
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden,  
Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra & Lina Giannandrea &  
St. Mark’s community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Matthew Igoe, Brett McIntyre, Diane McIntyre, Daniel Macri, 
Edmund Dearn, Pietrina Natoli, Antonio Scioscia,  
Margaret Micheletti, Cosimo Zanzari, John Coughlan,  
Rosa Carnuccio and Santina Macalusco.  
 

Recently Deceased: Mother Maria Teresa, Robin Rowlands, 

George Wohlfiel, Domenico Caputo, Fruto ‘Fred’ Milan,  
Gaetano Valletta and Judy Saliba. 
 

We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and 
condolences to their families.  May they rest in peace.  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May all the souls of all the faithful departed, through 

the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  

 

 

Lawrence Geier, Harry Jones  
& Angus Harvey. 

 

 

 

Vale: Judith Anne Saliba:  
 

 

It is with a sad heart that we announce to the parishioners of  
St Mark’s the sudden passing of Judith Anne Saliba on  

8th May 2021.  
Judy was a talented musician with a gifted voice which gave her 

the opportunity to perform in many operas around Australia.  
Judy was a lead role in an opera with Dame Joan Sutherland! 

 

Judy brought her musical talents to St Mark’s playing the organ 
and later the keyboard. She prepared songs for the Sacramental 
programs and for various liturgies, for Sunday morning Masses, 

and she sang for weddings and funerals.  
Judy gave of her time for over 25 years!  
Judy was loved and respected above all,  

by members of ‘Her’ choir! 
Nancy, Frank, Antoinette and our dear friend Joe Kennedy 

(deceased), will always have a special memory of Judy, she taught 
us the foundation of projecting and articulating our voices to the 

best we could and to sing, sing, sing!!!! 
Choir practice each week in Church or in her home allowed us to 

become ‘better’ singers and to appreciate the love for singing. 
 

We farewell you our beautiful friend Judy and THANK YOU. 
R.I.P. 

Nancy Saya, Frank Muscolino & Antoinette Grixti.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection  This week’s gospel is a wonderful example of the teaching style of Jesus. It even tells us that ‘he would 
not speak to them except in parables’. Jesus used the parable form almost exclusively to share his message. He used  
imagery that was familiar to his audience; parables about the everyday life of a rural community: seeds, planting, growing, 
harvesting. The secret of Jesus’ parables, when we understand the cultural context, is that there was always a ‘twist in the 
tale’ – what is called a ‘discombobulating shift’ – that turns the expected outcome of the story on its head. 
This is nowhere more evident than in the image of the mustard seed. On the surface the parable is about the kingdom of God 
starting from very small, humble beginnings and growing into something great. However, immediately prior to this kingdom 
parable, Jesus has reminded us that the community makes a living out of growing grain crops like wheat for bread, etc. His 
parable about the mustard seed describes a tiny seed that grows into a great shrub ‘so that the birds of the air can shelter in 
its shade’. A farming community that was growing grain crops would be greatly alarmed at the thought of actually attracting 
birds to their fields or even nearby. Jesus’ message about the kingdom of God is that it is actually disruptive and invasive. 
The kingdom brings unrest and disquiet to the predictable. The kingdom of God is unsettling. This is a much more challenging 
parable than it appears from a literal reading. 
Gospel Focus – The Kingdom of God The references to the kingdom of God in the gospels always carry a paradox. It  
exists in the present, yet is something to be achieved in the future. It is here, but not yet. If we live ‘as if’ we are living in the 
kingdom here and now then we hasten its coming. The kingdom of God is not a place but a way in which the world operates. 
It is a kingdom that is ruled by justice and gives precedence to those who are regarded as nothing in the world. It is a  
kingdom of promise and hope that inspires and calls all people to more than they currently are. 
Scriptural context – Kingdom Parables Jesus sought to describe the kingdom of God by comparison and analogy – ‘The 
kingdom of God is like … ’; ‘To what can we compare the kingdom of God?’ He never gave a lecture about the kingdom,  
rather, he painted a picture in terms that were readily recognised by his audience but forced them to think differently about the 
image he used. It forced them to think about themselves and their world in a different way. Kingdom parables begin  
innocently enough with a familiar image but very quickly shift to a challenge about the way we normally perceive things. The 
kingdom is often portrayed as a contradiction. 
Living the Gospel – Seed on the land The first parable in the gospel passage describes the unerring work of the  
kingdom. It is like the seed that almost magically transforms into a fully grown plant that may be harvested – apparently  
without any external forces. Of course, we know that plants need to be fed, watered, weeded and nurtured to ensure their 
proper growth. However, the kingdom of God works in our lives in a similar way – if we feed and nurture it, the kingdom will 
produce a great harvest. Even if we don’t pay it attention, the kingdom is present and acting in our world. 
Questions 

Q. What messages about the kingdom of God do the two parables relate? 

Q. Why might Jesus have used the device of comparing the kingdom to familiar images? 

Q. Why is it important to have a contextual understanding of scripture? 

Q. What image could you use to describe the kingdom of God? 

Q. What is your understanding of the kingdom of God?                 © Greg Sunter 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

  

*  Among Us. Catholics celebrate Corpus Christi.   

   *  Burials breakthrough -  Premier orders new negotiation.   
* Mantillas make a comeback.    

* New School, A new Way.  

      ST MARK’S MORNING PRAYER GROUP -  Join us Thursday’s from 10:00am  
Hosted by Maria - PARISH CENTRE - PRAYER & MORNING TEA - ALL WELCOME -  

     ST VINCENT DE PAUL WINTER APPEAL NEXT WEEKEND - SUPPORTING FAMILIES THROUGH HOMELESSNESS 

This year’s Vinnies Winter Appeal is ‘Home Wanted’, with a focus on the impact of homelessness, 
particularly on children. Facing homelessness as a family is overwhelming, especially as one of the by-

products of COVID-19 has been soaring house prices and limited places to rent.  
 Your donation will help rebuild lives. 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

† You are required to QR to attend ALL MASSES - numbers restrictions apply.  

† You are required to QR when attending any event in the Parish Centre.  

† You will need to use the Services NSW QR Code to register when you enter the Church. A different QR code is used when you 
enter the Parish Centre.  

† You will need to have the Services NSW App on your phone.  

† Please help us by registering with your Smart Phone with the QR Code when you come to Mass or enter the Parish Centre.  

† We realise that some people do not have a Smart phone, contact the Parish Centre to register for Mass.   

† It is IMPORTANT that EVERYONE who enters the Church registers, QR Code and sanitisers.  

† Masks are highly recommended at Mass.  

† Please do not become complacent and make sure you continue to be vigilant.  

† Following ALL MASSES we ask for assistance in cleaning our pews and Church.  

St Mark’s Parish 

United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, Reaching Out to Those in 

Need, Journeying Together, Growing in Faith.  


