
 

 

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

Congratulations and God Bless 
to all our candidates making their  

First Holy Communion 
Today  

This is my Body. This is my Blood.  

In life we sometimes take for granted the simple things – sharing a meal with loved ones -the beauty of the day or season – 

the sunrise and sunset – friendships shared – the mystery and beauty of the Eucharist we share in each Sunday. If we were 

truly to comprehend the magnitude and splendour of God coming to us in the Holy Eucharist and what an immeasurable gift 

the Lord is to us, we would be struck by awe and wonder. 
 

Each time we gather to pray Jesus is in our midst, when the Word of God is proclaimed, the Lord is in our midst, when the 

bread and wine are consecrated, the Lord is in our midst and when a priest acts in the person of Christ the Lord is in our midst. 

The First Communions we celebrate this weekend and next are an opportunity for us to appreciate the gift of Jesus to us in 

the Eucharist. During the lockdown pandemic time we were not able to come to Church and many realised the great gift 

Communion is and how important it is to come together and pray and celebrate. 
 

Jesus takes, blesses, breaks and gives in the words of the scriptures today and asks us to remember him, to remember the 

covenant of old, to make present in the world in time and place Gods great love for us all. The Eucharist we celebrate in joyful 

moments and sad, in great Cathedrals and in simple Churches, in refugee camps and prisons, by the great and the humble, 

with enormous crowds or with only a few, it is the same Lord who comes to us no matter what the occasion or circumstance.  
 

It is a privilege to celebrate First Communion with those being fully initiated into the Church as it was indeed a privilege to give 

one of our oldest parishioners, who just a few weeks ago turned 100 years old, his last Communion ‘Viaticum’ as he was dying. 

The Lord comes to us Sacramentally to be “Our Bread for the journey” in this world and to prepare us for the world to come,  

the eternal life we are promised in Baptism. The Eucharist is the foretaste and promise of the “Heavenly Banquet” with God 

forever. May we appreciate and treasure the gift of the Lord to us in the Eucharist and make our Sunday Eucharist a 

priority in our lives.   

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon            Cf. Ps 80:17 

He fed them with the finest wheat, alleluia and satisfied 
them with honey from the rock Alleluia.  
1.   Sing joyfully to our helper shout in triumph to the God of 
Jacob.   
 

2.   Take up a melody and sound timbrel, blow the trumpet 
at the new moon on our feast.  
 

3.  For it is a commandment in Israel and an ordinance of 
the God of Jacob.  
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading              Ex 24:3-8 

A reading from the book of Exodus  
This is the blood of the Covenant that the Lord has made with you. 

Moses went and told the people all the commands of the 
Lord and all the ordinances. In answer, all the people said 
with one voice, ‘We will observe all the commands that the 
Lord has decreed.’ Moses put all the commands of the Lord 
into writing, and early next morning he built an altar at the 
foot of the mountain, with twelve standing-stones for the 
twelve tribes of Israel. Then he directed certain young  
Israelites to offer holocausts and to immolate bullocks to 
the Lord as communion sacrifices. Half of the blood Moses 
took up and put into basins, the other half he cast on the 
altar. And taking the Book of the Covenant he read it to the 
listening people, and they said, ‘We will observe all that the 
Lord has decreed; we will obey.’ Then Moses took the 
blood and cast it towards the people. ‘This’ he said ‘is the 
blood of the Covenant that the Lord has made with you, 
containing all these rules.’ 

Responsorial Psalm        Ps 115:12-13. 15-18. R. v.13 

(R.) I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the name of 
the Lord. 
 
1.   How can I repay the Lord for his goodness to me? 
The cup of salvation I will raise; I will call on the Lord’s 
name. (R.) 
 
2.   O precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his 
faithful. Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; you have 
loosened my bonds.  (R.) 
 
3.  A thanksgiving sacrifice I make: I will call on the Lord’s 
name. My vows to the Lord I will fulfil before all his people.  
(R.) 

Second Reading         Heb 9:11-15” 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
The blood of Christ will purify our inner selves. 

Now Christ has come, as the high priest of all the  
blessings which were to come. He has passed through 
the greater, the more perfect tent, which is better than one 
made by men’s hands because it is not of this created 
order; and he has entered the sanctuary once and for all, 
taking with him not the blood of goats and bull calves, but 
his own blood, having won an eternal redemption for us. 
The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer are 
sprinkled on those who have incurred defilement and they 
restore the holiness of their outward lives; how much 
more effectively the blood of Christ, who offered himself 
as the perfect sacrifice to God through the eternal Spirit, 
can purify our inner self from dead actions so that we do 
our service to the living God. He brings a new covenant, 
as the mediator, only so that the people who were called 
to an eternal inheritance may actually receive what was 
promised: his death took place to cancel the sins that in-
fringed the earlier covenant. 

Sequence:                   
Behold the bread of angels, sent, 
For pilgrims in their banishment, 
The bread for God’s true children meant, 
That may not unto dogs be given: 
Oft in the olden types foreshowed; 
In Isaac on the altar bowed, 
And in the ancient paschal food, 
And in the manna sent from heaven. 
Come then, good shepherd, bread divine, 
Still show to us thy mercy sign; 
Oh, feed us still, still keep us thine; 
So may we see thy glories shine 
In fields of immortality; 
O thou, the wisest, mightiest, best, 
Our present food, our future rest, 
Come, make us each thy chosen guest, 
Co-heirs of thine, and comrades blest 
With saints whose dwelling is with thee.                       

 

 

 
 
 

Gospel            Mk 14:12-16, 22-26 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark . 
This is my body. This is my blood. 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover 
lamb was sacrificed, his disciples said to Jesus, ‘Where 
do you want us to go and make the preparations for you 
to eat the passover?’ So he sent two of his disciples,  
saying to them, ‘Go into the city and you will meet a man 
carrying a pitcher of water. Follow him, and say to the 
owner of the house which he enters, “The Master says: 
Where is my dining room in which I can eat the passover 
with my disciples?” He will show you a large upper room 
furnished with couches, all prepared. Make the  
preparations for us there.’ The disciples set out and went 
to the city and found everything as he had told them, and 
prepared the Passover. 
And as they were eating he took some bread, and when 
he had said the blessing he broke it and gave it to them. 
‘Take it,’ he said ‘this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, 
and when he had returned thanks he gave it to them, and 
all drank from it, and he said to them, ‘This is my blood, 
the blood of the covenant, which is to be poured out for 
many. I tell you solemnly, I shall not drink any more wine 
until the day I drink the new wine in the kingdom of God.’ 
After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount of  
Olives. 

Gospel Acclamation           Jn 6:51-52 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the living bread from heaven, says the 
Lord; whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


 

Offertory Antiphon              Lev 21:6 
The Lord opened the doors of heaven and rained down 
manna upon them to eat: he gave them the bread of  
heaven, mere man ate the bread of angels Alleluia.  
1.   Give ear, O my people to my teaching. I will utter  
mysteries from of old.   
 

2.   What great things we have heard and known and what 
things our fathers have told us.   
 

3.  Declaring the praises of the Lord, and his powers and the 
wonders he has done.   
 
 

Communion Antiphon         Jn 6:57 

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me 
and I in him, says the Lord. 
1.   The Lord is my shepherd and I shall want nothing. He 
has set me in a place of pasture. He has brought me up on 
the water of refreshment.   
 

2.   For though I should walk in the midst of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evils for you are with me.   
 

3.  You have prepared a table before me against those who 
afflict me. You have anointed my head with oil and my  
chalice how goodly it is!   

The Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose 
again from the dead;  he ascended into heaven, and is  
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  from 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the  
communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body,  and life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: As we gather around the table to share the Body 
and Blood of Christ, we bring our needs to the Father.       
     

Reader: We pray for God’s holy church, may an  
increase in priestly vocations make it possible for all of the 
faithful to partake of the Eucharist banquet. (pause)   

We pray. 
All:  Bountiful God, hear our prayer. 

Reader: We pray for a renewed sense of belonging to the 
church, as we share the Body and Blood of Christ, during our 
Eucharistic celebration.  
proclaiming His memory in every age. (pause)  
We pray. 
All:  Bountiful God, hear our prayer. 

Reader: We pray for the Church in Australia. Through  
sharing in the Eucharist may we be strengthened as we work 
towards the first session of the Plenary Council. (pause)  
We pray. 
All:  Bountiful God, hear our prayer. 

Reader: We pray for the children who are receiving their first 
Holy Communion. May they always appreciate the love that 
God has shown through the Eucharistic food that is the Body 
and Blood of Christ. (pause)  
We pray. 
All:  Bountiful God, hear our prayer. 

Reader: We pray for those who have died in Christ that they 
will remain with God for eternity. (pause)  
We pray. 
All:  Bountiful God, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Father, as we share this Eucharist, we know that 
your love is beyond our understanding and that you will pro-
vide for us our daily bread and all that we need to live the life 
of the Gospel. We make our prayer through the power of the 
Spirit, in the name of Jesus, our Lord. (pause)  

All:  Amen. 

The Holy Eucharist  
Hail our Saviour’s glorious Body, 
Which his Virgin Mother bore;  

Hail the Blood which, shed for sinners, 
Did a broken world restore;  

Hail the sacrament most holy,  
Flesh and Blood of Christ adore! 

 

Come, adore this wondrous presence;  
Bow to Christ, the source of grace! 
Here is kept the ancient promise 
Of God’s earthly dwelling-place! 
Sight is blind before God’s glory, 

Faith alone may see his face! 



 

 

 
Father John has been appointed as Assistant Priest of the 

Parish of the Holy Family, Menai.   
His final Mass at  

St Mark’s is available to book to attend online 
 Sunday 13 June at 6pm. 

All welcome  
To join us after Mass for Pizza & to thank him for his service 
with us and wish him well at his new Parish, please register. 

Numbers are limited due to COVID rules and filling up fast so 
please advise us asap for catering purposes,  

contact the Parish Office if you are attending after Mass.  
Note: Booking to attend the Mass does not book you to join us after.  

 
Church Restoration 14 June to 7 August 2021 

During our relocation to the Parish/school hall 
for Sunday Masses,  

we will need a team of volunteers to 
set-up before Mass and pack-up after Mass. 

If you are available to help each week on either: 
Saturday 10am and/or after Mass Sunday 7pm 

Please contact the Parish Office 

St Mark’s Church is ready to begin it’s restoration and maintenance work, over the coming weeks our 
project will commence, please take note of the following:  

† St Mark’s Catholic Church will be closed from Monday 14 June to Friday 6 August.  
There is NO access to the Church including the Columbarium during this time.  

† Our Church project will undertake to restore the following 
  * update and restore the entrance / foyer / gallery stairs 
             *  restore outside steps and surrounding sandstone 
             *  update confessionals to current standards  
             *  update and marble installation on altar sanctuary   
             *  install reverse cycle air conditioning  
             *  new carpet through the Church  
             *  Our Lady and Sacred Heart statues restored  
             *  electrical upgrade in Church  
             *  replace the Welsh slate roof on west side of the Church   

† Due to this, Masses Monday to Friday will be held in the Parish Centre (upstairs) and on Saturday 
and Sunday in the Parish /school hall.   

† Preparation will begin on Monday 7 June for electrical works.  
 
This weekend and next weekend at Masses we welcome the children into the life of our Parish through 
the Sacrament of First Eucharist (Holy Communion) and we offer this opportunity for their families to 
renew their faith; to discover God who is present in all we do.  
 

If you would like to support our restoration project or to join our planned giving program, please take a 
green card and complete or donate online, or speak with the parish office.          
 
 
 

 

View Fr Michael’s  
restoration message on our  

St Mark’s  
YouTube Channel  

1 sqm Carpet  
= $100 donation  

1 sqm Welsh slate   
= $200 donation  

1 sqm Marble    
= $500 donation  

Thank you in advance for your support and understanding during this time.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/drummoyneparish
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w


Dates for the Diary  

      ST MARK’S MORNING PRAYER GROUP -  Join us Thursday’s from 10:00am  
Hosted by Maria - PARISH CENTRE - PRAYER & MORNING TEA - ALL WELCOME -  



 St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm Mass is a recorded Mass and only ministers will be filmed.  
Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone,  

and no photography during the Mass.  Thank you  

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

Register to attend Mass on  
- St Mark’s Website -  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 
Register with trybooking before 

3pm   
REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL   

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm 

Sunday - 9:00am, 
10:30am  & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
 

MASKS ARE HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED  

IN CHURCH  
 

QR CODE ON ENTRY  

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6:30pm 
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       12pm Mass  
The Sacrament of Penance -  
Saturday 11.00am - 11.55am  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick 
members of our community: Michael Erwin, Robin Rowlands,  

Ed Ludaszewski, Patricia Ryan, Gemma Tambasco, Rocco Zoccali,  
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden,  
Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra & Lina Giannandrea &  
St. Mark’s community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Antonio Scioscia, Margaret Micheletti, Cosimo Zanzari,  
John Coughlan, Rosa Carnuccio, Santina Macalusco,  
Margaret Townsend, Domenico Ciampa, Patrick Griffith, 
Salvatore Catanzaro and Ramon Eguaras.  
 

Recently Deceased: George Wohlfiel, Domenico Caputo, 
Fruto Fred Milan, Gaetano Valletta, Edmund Dearn,  
Antonio Scioscia, Robert Lee-Young and Judy Saliba. 
 

We pray for those who have died and we offer our prayers and 
condolences to their families.  May they rest in peace.  

Funeral: George Wohlfiel’s funeral will be celebrated at St Mark’s 
Church on Monday 7 June at 10:30am. May he rest in peace.  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May all the souls of all the faithful departed, through 

the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.  

 
 
 
 

Lily Jane Morris 
 

 

We especially thank our 
parishioners for your ongoing 

support during what is a difficult time for many. Our next 
financial year envelopes are available to collect from the Church 
foyer.  Our parish is managing the overall impact of COVID , 
however we have seen a decline in income due to the loss of cash 
giving. Our Planned giving allows us to invest in our pastoral 
service including sacramental preparation, our liturgical 
environment and parish maintenance.  There is no offertory, 
with no collection bowls passed around. However they are 
located in the Church & the foyer along with our tap n’ pray 
machines for those who do not carry cash.  
                      We thank you for supporting us.  

 

Isabel A Oliver K Cormac R 

Asher B William K Avery S 

Indiana B Jayden L Blake S 

Alice B Madison L Jack S 

Luca C Sienna L Jenson S 

William C Isley L Aidan T 

Bronte D Arabella M Oliver T 

Harper D Rafael M Christian T 

James D Flynn M Lucia V 

James Mc D Zoe M Emmanuel  V 

Eimear G Hugh M Caitlin W 

Daniel H Ayva N Charlotte W 

Avamaria I Felix N Ethan W 

Samuel K Thomas O'C Liam W 

May you always 
know the peace of  

Jesus,  
the light of  
His love,  

and the joy of 
His life  
within you.  

This weekend we celebrate the Sacrament of  
First Eucharist - Holy Communion and we congratulate  

the following. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection  In the Jewish tradition, blood plays a very interesting double role – being both sacred and impure. As we 
see from this week’s first reading, blood was used as a sign of sealing a covenant and so took on a very sacred  
significance. Blood was held to be sacred due to its relationship with life and thus God. However, in other circumstances, 
blood was regarded as forbidden and impure. The Torah forbids the eating of blood and so for meat to be regarded as  
kosher (ritually proper) it must be drained of all blood at the time of slaughter. This prohibition has to do with an ancient pagan 
practice of eating blood and was designed to distinguish the Jews from such pagan practices. In the parable of the Good  
Samaritan we see the two Temple officials avoiding the beaten and bloodied man because to touch him would have made 
them ritually impure and unable to perform their duties. So we have this interesting contrast that blood was regarded as being 
both very sacred as well as impure.  

It is in the context of sealing a covenant that Jesus used blood at the Last Supper. Jews would have been very familiar with 
the notion that a covenant with God was sealed with blood and so for Jesus to describe his blood as being ‘the blood of the  
covenant’ would have been immediately significant to his disciples and the first audience of the Gospel. Jesus is marking a 
new covenant between God and God’s people – a covenant in blood like the covenants of old. He is making it clear that God 
is prepared to start over again with the people – a new covenant for a new phase of the ever developing relationship. 

Historical Context – Covenant  
Covenant is a recurring element throughout the Old Testament writings. A covenant is a formal agreement between two or 
more parties. In the Biblical context, covenants were made between God and God’s people. The first covenant, although not 
described as such, is the covenant between God and Adam – each promising certain things. After the failure of this covenant, 
God renewed the covenant promise to Noah and symbolised it with the rainbow. Later covenants were again struck with  
Abraham, Moses and David – each time initiated by God to give the people another chance to be faithful to their relationship. 

Have you thought? You are what you eat  
Many religious traditions have rules about what can or cannot be eaten or in what manner certain foods should be eaten.  
The two with which we tend to be most familiar are the Jewish kosher and Islamic halal restrictions. Both share common  
requirements about the way in which meat is to be slaughtered and drained of blood. Kosher food laws also separate the  
cooking and eating of meat and dairy products. Certain foods are regarded as being ‘unclean’ and consequently are  
forbidden: pork and shellfish are both forbidden to Jews. Prohibitions on foods are a statement about relationship with God 
and relationship with the world. They often have basic health standards as their basis but have taken on religious  
significance. 

Gospel Focus – Words of Institution 
The words of the gospel passage in which Jesus takes bread and wine and blesses them will be familiar. They are the words 
used at the consecration of the bread and wine during the Mass. The words and actions of Jesus at the Last Supper are  
regarded as instituting the celebration of the Eucharist. Jesus took an act that was familiar to the Passover meal and gave it a 
new meaning and a new significance for his followers. What had been a memory of escape from slavery in Egypt became an 
ongoing reminder of Christ’s continued presence in the Eucharist and in the Eucharistic community. 

Questions 

Q. What does this gospel passage reveal about the Jewish foundations of Christianity? 
Q. How was Jesus’ use of blood to make a covenant different from the traditional understanding? 
Q. What was the new covenant that Jesus established? 
Q. How have ways of showing respect and reverence for the body and blood of Christ changed over time?    © Greg Sunter 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

  

*  Paul Kelly: Australia ’s double standards on death  
   *  NEW Marriage Retreat comes to Sydney  

* Sydney ’s Chinese Catholics   
* Save the Graves  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

† You are required to Register to attend ALL MASSES on the parish website - numbers restrictions apply.  

† You are required to register when attending any event in the Parish Centre.  

† You will need to use the Services NSW QR Code to register when you enter the Church. A different QR code is used when you 
enter the Parish Centre.  

† You will need to have the Services NSW App on your phone.  

† Please help us by registering with your Smart Phone with the QR Code when you come to Mass or enter the Parish Centre.  

† We realise that some people do not have a Smart phone, contact the Parish Centre to register for Mass.   

† It is IMPORTANT that EVERYONE who enters the Church registers, QR Code and sanitisers.  

† Masks are highly recommended at Mass.  

† Please do not become complacent and make sure you continue to be vigilant.  

† Following ALL MASSES we ask for assistance in cleaning our pews and Church.  


