
 

The experience of the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the 
infant Church in Jerusalem was a momentous experience 
that changed the life and mission of the followers of the 
Lord Jesus. They had experienced the death of Jesus, the 
extraordinary presence of the Risen Lord appearing 
amongst them offering peace, his Ascension to the right 
hand of the Father and a commission to go out to the whole 
of creation and proclaim Him and Baptise - this Pentecost 
event or experience of the Holy Spirit would empower them 
with the gifts of the Holy Spirit to be messenger to the 
world. 
 

We have experiences that challenge us or inspire us in our 
lives. Sometimes we can be intimidated or overcome with 
responsibility at new challenges placed before us. A new 
child to be taken home from hospital and the responsibility 
of caring for this child and parenting into the future. 
Changes in family life, moving to a new place to live, 
changing jobs, retraining, retirement or the death of a 
spouse or loved one. These are all moments of transition as 
we adjust to change and developments in our lives. 
 

In Baptism we, through water and the Holy Spirit become 
the children of God. We believe and teach we are temples of 
the Holy Spirit and this is confirmed in us in the Sacrament 
of Confirmation when the Bishop or his representative 
invokes the Spirit and offers us ‘peace’ – the same greeting 
of the Risen Lord. Many times, in our lives that ‘peace’ is 
challenged by the events and circumstances we face. The 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit is a strength that gives us the 
peace, confidence and trust we need to face the many 
challenges life throw at us. 
 

We begin every Mass calling on the Holy Spirit, every time 
we make the sign of the Cross, in invocation and prayer we 
mention the Spirit. The Holy Spirit pervades our prayer and 
ritual. The gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit we need at every 
turn of our human lives. I would encourage you to turn to 
the Spirit in your prayer and activities – to invoke the 
presence of the Spirit at difficult time of your life and in the 
ordinary challenges of family, work and community life. You 

will be amazed at how the Spirit 
works and how the many 
difficulties we face each day can 
be enlightened and empowered 
by the invocation and explicit 
invitation of the Spirit. 

 

PRAY THE HOLY ROSARY  
Every Tuesday in May pray the rosary with us at  

St Mark’s Church from 2.00pm.  

Pentecost Sunday ~ Year B ~ 

23 May 2021 

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
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Responsorial Psalm          Ps 103:1. 24. 29-31. 34. R. v.30 

 

(R.) Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the 
earth. or  (R.) Alleluia. 
 
1.   Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how great you are, 
How many are your works, O Lord! The earth is full of your 
riches (R.) 
 
2.   You take back your spirit, they die, returning to the dust 
from which they came. You send forth your spirit, they are 
created; and you renew the face of the earth. (R.) 
 
3.  May the glory of the Lord last for ever! May the Lord  
rejoice in his works! May my thoughts be pleasing to him. 
I find my joy in the Lord.  (R.) 

Second Reading         Gal 5:16-25  

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Galatians. 
 

If you are guided by the Spirit you will be in no danger of 
yielding to self-indulgence, since self-indulgence is the oppo-
site of the Spirit, the Spirit is totally against such a thing, and it 
is precisely because the two are so opposed that you do not 
always carry out your good intentions. If you are led by the 
Spirit, no law can touch you. When self-indulgence is at work 
the results are obvious: fornication, gross indecency and sex-
ual irresponsibility; idolatry and sorcery; feuds and wrangling, 
jealousy, bad temper and quarrels; disagreements, factions, 
envy; drunkenness, orgies and similar things. I warn you now, 
as I warned you before: those who behave like this will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. What the Spirit brings is very dif-
ferent: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trust-
fulness, gentleness and self-control. There can be no law 
against things like that, of course. You cannot belong to Christ 
Jesus unless you crucify all self-indulgent passions and de-
sire. Since the Spirit is our life, let us be directed by the Spirit. 
 
 

 

 

 
Gospel              Jn 15:26-27; 16:12-15 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
The Spirit of truth will guide you into all the truth 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
 ‘When the Advocate comes, whom I shall send to you from 
the Father, the Spirit of truth who issues from the Father, he 
will be my witness. And you too will be witnesses, because 
you have been with me from the outset. 
I still have many things to say to you but they would be too 
much for you now. But when the Spirit of truth comes he will 
lead you to the complete truth, since he will not be speaking 
as from himself but will say only what he has learnt; and he 
will tell you of the things to come. He will glorify me, since all 
he tells you will be taken from what is mine. Everything the 
Father has is mine; that is why I said; All he tells you will be 
taken from what is mine.’ 

Entrance Antiphon            Wis 1:7 
The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world and that 
which contains all things understands what is said, alleluia. 
or                Rm 5: 5; cf. 8:11 

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the 
Spirit of God dwelling within us, alleluia. 
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ,  with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading               Acts 2:1-11 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak different languages. 

When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all met in 
one room, when suddenly they heard what sounded like a 
powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire 
house in which they were sitting; and something appeared to 
them that seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and 
came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as 
the Spirit gave them the gift of speech. 
 

Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every 
nation under heaven, and at this sound they all assembled, 
each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own 
language. They were amazed and astonished. ‘Surely’ they 
said ‘all these men speaking are Galileans? How does it  
happen that each of us hears them in his own native  
language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people from  
Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round 
Cyrene; as well as visitors from Rome – Jews and proselytes 
alike – Cretans and Arabs; we hear them preaching in our 
own language about the marvels of God.’ 

Gospel Acclamation           Mt 28:19. 20 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 
faithful and kindle in them the fire of your 
love. Alleluia! 

 Sequence:    
Holy Spirit, Lord of light, 
 From the clear celestial height 
Thy pure beaming radiance give 

Come, thou Father of the poor, 
 Come with treasures which endure; 
Come, thou light of all that live! 
Thou, of all consolers best, 
 Thou, the soul’s delightful guest, 
Dost refreshing peace bestow; 
Thou in toil art comfort sweet; 
 Pleasant coolness in the heat; 

Solace in the midst of woe. 

Sequence:  (cont)            

Light immortal, light divine, 
 Visit thou these hearts of thine, 
And our inmost being fill: 

If thou take thy grace away, 
 Nothing pure in man will stay; 
All his good is turned to ill. 
Heal our wounds, our strength renew; 
 On our dryness pour thy dew; 
Wash the stains of guilt away: 

 

Sequence:  (cont)            

Bend the stubborn heart and will; 
 Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 
Guide the steps that go astray. 

Thou, on us who evermore 
 Thee confess and thee adore, 
With thy sevenfold gifts descend: 

Give us comfort when we die; 
 Give us life with thee on high; 
Give us joys that never end. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cgal#gal005
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjhn#jhn015


 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Renewed by the world of God and animated with 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, let us confidently bring our needs 
before the Lord. 
 

Reader:  We pray for all the Christian churches, that they 
will bear joyful witness to the truth and goodness of God 
(pause)   

We pray to the Lord. 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader:  We pray for those who have undertaken the minis-
try of confessor, may they be granted the gifts of counsel 
and understanding as they offer tender care to those bur-
dened by sin . (pause)   
We pray to the Lord. 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader:   We pray for all who have the power to shape 
public opinion, that they will use that power to promote jus-
tice, peace, and unity in the world . (pause)  
We pray to the Lord. 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: We pray for the delegates to the Plenary Council, 
that they will be fired by the Holy Spirit and guided by Our 
Lady, Help of Christians. (pause)        
We pray to the Lord. 
All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: We pray for our parish children, especially those 
who have been preparing for First Eucharist. Enfold them in 
your love . (pause)      
We pray to the Lord. 
All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: We pray for those who have died, may God grant 
them eternal life and may those who grieve their loss be 
comforted. .  (pause) 
We pray to the Lord. 
All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:   God of all blessings, with attentive care you nur-
ture and sustain all that you have created. Hear our prayers 
that by meeting you in word and sacrament we might be 
inspired to build a society governed by peace and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our 
Lord.  
 

All:   Amen 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

        Regina Coeli in Latin 
V. Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia. 

R. Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia. 
V. Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia. 
R. Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia. 

 V. Gaude et laetare, Virgo Maria, alleluia. 
R. Quia surrexit Dominus vere, alleluia  

Oremus.  
Deus, qui per resurrectionem Filii tui, Domini nostri Iesu 

Christi, mundum laetificare dignatus es: praesta, quaesumus; 
ut per eius Genetricem Virginem Mariam, perpetuae 

capiamus gaudia vitae.  
Per eundem Christum Dominum nostrum.  

Amen  

The Regina Coeli (Queen of Heaven) in English 
V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia. 

R. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia. 
V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.  

Let us pray.  
O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of 

Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant we beseech Thee, that 
through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we 

may obtain the joys of everlasting life.  
Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried; 
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from 
the dead;  he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty;  from there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

Offertory Antiphon        Ps 67:29 - 30 
Confirm, O God, what you have wrought in us; from your  
temple, which is in Jerusalem, kings shall offer presents to 
you.  Alleluia.  
 

Preface  
The mystery of Pentecost.   
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always 
and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, al-
mighty and eternal God. 
For, bringing your Paschal Mystery to completion, you  
bestowed the Holy Spirit today on those you made your  
adopted children by uniting them to your Only Begotten 
Son. 
This same Spirit, as the Church came to birth, opened to all 
peoples the knowledge of God and brought together the 
many languages of the earth in profession of the one faith. 
Therefore, overcome with paschal joy, every land, every  
people exults in your praise and even the heavenly Powers, 
with the angelic hosts, sing together the unending hymn of 
your glory, as they acclaim: 
 

Communion Antiphon         Acts 
2:4,11 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke of the  
marvels of God, alleluia. 
 

Conclude:  
Our Father - Hail Mary - Glory Be   
Our Lady Help of Christians Patroness of Australia Pray for us 
St Mark & St Mary of the Cross Mackillop Pray for us  



  
 
 

 

† Sunday 23 May 10:30am  
Year 1 family Mass - all welcome 

† Monday 24 May 8:00am  
Feast of Mary Help of Christians Mass 

† Monday 24 May 9:30am - Hall  
St Mark’s Primary School Mary Help of Christians Mass 

† Tuesday 25 May 9:30am 

Mary Magdalene dé Pazzi Mass  

† Tuesday 25 May 2:00pm 

ROSARY at St Mark’s Church - register on arrival 

† Friday 28 May from 11.30am  
St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League lunch & meeting. 

† Weekends 5/6 June and 12/13 June  
1st Holy Communion Celebrations 

† Sunday 13 June 6:00pm 

Father John’s last Mass  

Dates for the Diary  

 

Dear Parishioners,  
St Mark’s Restoration Program 2021 

With excitement, our St Mark’s Church Restoration 
works are due to begin in June 2021. This extensive 

project will focus on interior restoration work.  
Our Church is 100 years old this year and our 

restoration project began with our fundraising Parish 
Donor Restoration appeal in 2018 held by our Parish 

Finance Committee and Parish Pastoral Council with the 
focus on raising the funds for this restoration & the 

Church roof restoration.  
The Restoration goal is to honour the Church’s rich 
history while we simultaneously create a beautiful 
functional Church to build our evangelisation and 

ministry into the future that parishioners can be proud 
of for years to come. After so much preparatory work, it 

is great to see the start of the restoration work on the 
ground. The much-anticipated Church renovations will 
incur a change to our venue for Masses and they will be 

held as follows:  
Monday - Friday Masses  

will be held upstairs in the Parish Centre.  
 

Monday 14 June to Friday 6 August  
Saturday & Sunday Masses  

Saturday 12 noon & Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am, 10:30am & 6:00pm Masses 

will all be held in the Parish/school hall, with   
Reconciliation Saturday 11:30am or by appointment. 

Saturday 19 June to Sunday 1 August  
 

Funerals or larger memorial Masses will be held at 
other nearby Churches or the chapels at Rookwood  

by arrangement.  
 

Weddings will not be held during this time.  
As we are still under COVID conditions for places of 

worship online digital registration will still be required 
for attendance to all Masses.  

 Our Church is an anchor for the historical area of 
Drummoyne and this restoration is necessary and while 
we're not doing anything structurally to the church, it 

will have a very different feel.  
 

After the completion of our restoration it will coincide 
with the celebration of the Church’s 100 years with a 

Mass and event that will build on the foundation for the 
future of St Mark’s. 

Parishioners have built our two Churches over the last 
130 years and we look forward to  

St Mark’s being here for generations to come.   
Over these 9 weeks I will require help from our 

parishioners with setting up for the Masses and if you 
can assist please let the Parish office know so we can 

schedule a timetable for this.  
I look forward to taking this journey with you and your 
continued support and commitment that is required for 
us to fulfil this restoration while Parish life continues. 

Thank you for your consideration and patience 
 

Fr Michael   

Sydney City Procession for the Feast of Mary Help of 
Christians Patroness of Australia: 3.00pm Sunday 23 May  
Commences 3.00pm from St Peter’s Surry Hills with a pilgrim 
blessing and then on to St Mary’s 
Cathedral for the 5.00pm Solemn Choral 
First Vespers and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Please contact the 
Servants of Mary Help of Christians or 
Steven Buhagiar from the Archdiocesan 
Life Marriage and Family team if you 
require more information. 

St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League  
Member’s please note that our next 
meeting will be held on Friday 28th 

May 2021, in the Parish Centre, 
commencing with a lite lunch from 
11.30am, followed by the meeting 

ending promptly by 2.30pm. 
Anyone interested is most welcome to join for a friendly 

cuppa together.  

 
Father John has been appointed as Assistant Priest of the 
Parish of the Holy Family, Menai.  His final Mass at St 

Mark’s will be Sunday 13 June at 6pm. 
All welcome to join us after Mass for pizza and drinks, 
as we thank him for his service with us and wish him 

well at his new Parish. 
 

For catering purposes, please contact the Parish Office if you 
will be attending, and if you can help for the evening. 

 
Church Restoration 14 June to 7 August 2021 

 
During our relocation to the Parish/school hall for 

Sunday Masses, we will need a team of volunteers to 
set-up before Mass and pack-up after Mass. 

 
If you are available to help each week on either: 
Saturday 10am and/or after Mass Sunday 7pm 

Please contact the Parish Office 



Dates for the Diary  

      ST MARK’S MORNING PRAYER GROUP -  Join us Thursday’s from 10:00am  
Hosted by Maria - PARISH CENTRE - PRAYER & MORNING TEA - ALL WELCOME -  



 St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm Mass is a recorded Mass and only ministers will be filmed.  
Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone,  

and no photography during the Mass.  Thank you  

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

Register to attend Mass on  
- St Mark’s Website -  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 
Register with trybooking before 

3pm   
REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL   

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm 

Sunday - 9:00am, 
10:30am  & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
 

MASKS ARE HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED  

IN CHURCH  
 

QR CODE ON ENTRY  

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6:30pm 
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       12pm Mass  
The Sacrament of Penance -  
Saturday 11.00am - 11.55am  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support 
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

In our thoughts this Eastertide Season  

  FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CANDIDATES BLESSING  
 
 

Priest:  We welcome our children who are preparing for their 
First Holy Communion please stand for your blessing.  
 

In the third week’s session, we learned about The Last Supper 
and The Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 
 

My dear friends, let us now pray for these children that the Lord 
may guide them in their preparation.   
 

Priest:  Lord Jesus, Bless the children who are preparing to 
receive the Holy Eucharist for the first time.  
May their day be an initial step into a life-long love of the 
Eucharist. Give them a hunger for this sacred food so that they 
turn to you for comfort, guidance, and wisdom as they grow into 
full discipleship. Thank you for their innocence and goodness. 
May their hands, extended in anticipation of your Body and 
Blood, inspire all of us to cherish this sacred Sacrament.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen.  
 

Our First Holy Communion celebrations will take place within our 
community Masses on the weekends of 5|6 June & 12|13 June 2021. 
We do this in the midst of our Sunday worship because this is the 
community they are being initiated into. We are a community of 
believers and this is an important moment for all of us. May St Mark’s 
always be a place to welcome and support them in their life journey. 

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick 
members of our community: Fred Milan, Mare Sisic, Patricia Ryan,   
Nikola Butorac, Gemma Tambasco, Chris Huie, Patricia Ficarra, 
Rosa Petrino, Heather Burbidge, Rocco Zoccali, Wendy Madden, 
Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra & Lina Giannandrea and all St. 
Mark’s community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Margaret Townsend, Domenico Ciampa, Patrick Griffith, 
Salvatore Catanzaro, Ramon Eguaras, Chris Mack, Maria Teresa 
Prestia, Carla Boccalatte, Assunta Mifsud, Marie Tran, Rosa 
Ilacqua, Francesco Ianni, Caterina Lorizio, Nikola & Katisa 
Bautovic, Elvira Favorito and Veronica Favorito.  
 

Recently Deceased: Gaetano Valletta, Edmund Dearn, Antonio 
Scioscia, Robert Lee-Young, Judy Saliba, Frances Capizzi, Rita 
Arcidiacono, Cecilia Chye, Benedict Marsh, Joseph Suc Bui, John 
Greenan, James Keenan, James McAleer, John Hawley and Don 
Cameron. 
 

We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers to their  
families.  May they rest in peace.  

 
 

Amelia Elise Roger  
Koa George Owen Jefferys 
Emily Laura Zaballa Araullo  

                 and  Millicent Louise Condon 
                  

St Mark’s Parish 
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  

No offertory! Due to COVID our collection bowls are not passed 
around. How long can our Church go on without receiving your 
donations? We have collection bowls at the centre and entrance 
of the Church for your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray 
machines at our entrance for your cards. There are Green Cards 
for parishioners to fill in for a tax deduction on the donation. 
We thank you for your kind donation.  
First Collection: is for the Priests.  
Second Collection: is for the running of the Parish.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection  The feast of Pentecost celebrates the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon the disciples and energis-
ing them to set about their mission of continuing the ministry of Jesus. The gospel reading is one of the post-resurrection 
appearances by Jesus when he breathed the Holy Spirit upon the disciples. The actual events of that first Pentecost are 
recorded in the book of Acts and are recalled in this week’s first reading. The use of this post-resurrection gospel account 
is a reminder that Jesus had already imbued the disciples with the Spirit but, as so often throughout his ministry, they were 
a bit slow to catch on to the significance of what he had done. It seems that they needed a more tangible experience to jolt 
them into action and Acts records the very physical experience of the Spirit entering their midst as a roaring wind before 
settling upon them as tongues of flame. Jesus had breathed the Spirit upon them but it took the roaring wind to make a 
real impression on the disciples. There are frequent references in the gospels to Jesus being ‘filled with the Spirit’. It is this 
Spirit with which he was filled that he breathed upon his disciples; it is that same Spirit that we receive sacramentally in 
Confirmation. 

For the weeks following the death of Jesus the disciples had lived in fear and confusion, not fully understanding what had 
happened and not really knowing what to do. When they realised that the Spirit Jesus had breathed upon them was really 
present and urging them to action they finally had the courage to begin the mission that Jesus had entrusted to them: to 
spread the Good News of Jesus and continue to realise his message in the world. 

Historical Context – Pentecost 

The word Pentecost comes from the Greek for fiftieth day. Pentecost Sunday ends the season of Easter and comes as a 
Sabbath day after seven weeks of seven days. In Jewish tradition the 50th day after the Passover was celebrated as a 
blessing of the harvest and rather than the unleavened bread of Passover it was celebrated by leavening the bread. It was 
for this reason that the disciples were gathered together when they experienced the Holy Spirit empowering them. In 
Christian tradition, Pentecost is celebrated as the arrival of the Spirit, promised by Jesus, that animated the disciples to 
spread the gospel of Jesus and gather believers to form what would eventually become the Church. 

Have you thought? The Spirit 

We can sometimes regard Pentecost as the day the Holy Spirit came into the world. However, the Spirit had long been 
active in the world before this event. In fact, even the second verse of Genesis Chapter 1 tells us that the Spirit hovered 
over the waters. The Old Testament is filled with references in which ‘The Spirit of God came upon (him) with power’ and 
the Spirit was evident at Jesus’ baptism and throughout the gospels. Jesus is frequently described as being ‘filled with the 
Spirit’. So, from the very beginning of creation the Spirit has moved in the world and continues to energise it today. 

Living the Gospel – Come, Holy Spirit 

‘Come, Holy Spirit’, or its Latin, Vene Sancte Spiritus, has become the basis of countless prayers and hymns over many 
hundreds of years. To this day, it remains a powerful invocation that can be used in prayer or meditation. Three simple 
words convey a wealth of meaning. The invitation for the Spirit to ‘Come’ indicates recognition of the need for the Spirit’s 
intervention and openness to accept the guidance that the Spirit brings. It is a powerful, simple prayer that can be used at 
the outset of any significant undertaking or whenever you find yourself in need of inspiration.  

Questions for Adults 

Q. What was different about Jesus breathing the Spirit on the disciples and the Pentecost experience? 

Q. What was significant about the disciples being heard to speak in many different languages? 

Q. Why might Pentecost sometimes be regarded as the birth of the Church? 

Q. Have you ever had an experience of being aware of the Spirit’s presence/action? 

Q. Where in your life could you use the guidance and strength of the Spirit? 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

  
*  A new parish for Sydney   

   *  Frank Brennan: Stop looking up at the sky   
* Books: Philippa Martyr review on Gabriele Kuby ’s new book   

 
2021 National Count of Mass 

Attendance. 
 

We thank you for your co-operation, this is 
our last weekend to count attendance at St 

Mark’s Catholic Church 
 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

† You are required to Register to attend ALL MASSES on the parish website - numbers restrictions apply.  

† You are required to register when attending any event in the Parish Centre.  

† You will need to use the Services NSW QR Code to register when you enter the Church. A different QR code is used when 
you enter the Parish Centre.  

† You will need to have the Services NSW App on your phone.  

† Please help us by registering with your Smart Phone with the QR Code when you come to Mass or enter the Parish Centre.  

† We realise that some people do not have a Smart phone, contact the Parish Centre to register for Mass.   

† It is IMPORTANT that EVERYONE who enters the Church registers, QR Code and sanitisers.  

† Masks are highly recommended at Mass.  

† Please do not become complacent and make sure you continue to be vigilant.  

† Following ALL MASSES we ask for assistance in cleaning our pews and Church.  


