“I am the vine; you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty.” (John 15:5)
The grape vine is a very familiar image to many of us as it is to the Jews. In this week’s gospel, Jesus uses the
image of the vine to explain to us the connection between God and us as well as the ideal relationship that we
should have with Him.
Just as a branch needs to connect the body of the vine to grow, so we are to Jesus. Without Jesus, we will be like a
branch that was cut off from the vine which will soon dry out and die.
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we have become God’s children and a branch on the one vine, Jesus. Through
Jesus, we receive our source of life not only to nourish our soul and our spiritual life but also to our physical body.
When we are united with Jesus, grace will flow into our souls and will enable us to live our life to its full through
speaking His words, acting on His example, judging according to His standards, seeing people and things with His
eyes, and loving with His heart.

However, anyone who plants grapes would know: If one lets the branches and leaves grow freely, although the
vine will be lush and beautiful, it will not produce much fruit. They need to be pruned so that the pruning will
prevent nutrition from being wasted on feeding its leaves and concentrate on the main branches to produce
flowers, then fruit.
Like these vine branches, we also need to be pruned. We need to become more open towards God and allow Him
to do his works within us, to prune us and to transform us. Of course, there are many ways that we can allow
ourselves to be pruned. For instance, personal wills must be pruned to seek the will of God; desires for power
must be pruned to put on a simple and humble mentality. God prunes us with failures we encountered; he trains
us with the criticisms of those around us and through the betrayals of someone we trust. Although pruning is a
painful process, the benefits are immeasurable.
May Lord Jesus, the one and true vine, help me to prune what is useless within my heart so that I can be transform
and bear much fruit.
Yours in Christ, Fr John Pham

PARISH APPEAL
1 & 2 May 2021(all Masses)
Your donations supports the work
of charitable agencies in the
Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney.
Envelopes are available in the Church foyer.

MASS COUNT 2021
At Masses in MAY you will be asked on arrival
registration…
Your name a
Your gender
Your age bracket

Thank you for your support.

MOTHER’S DAY RAFFLE
1 & 2 May 2021(all Masses)

Tickets at $1:00 each or 6 for $5:00 will be on
sale at all Masses. Prizes to be won!

Second Reading

Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Ps 97:1-2

O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked
wonders; in the sight of the nations he has shown his
deliverance, alleluia.
1. The Lord has made known his salvation, he has
revealed his justice in the sight of the nations. He has
remembered his mercy and his truth toward the house of
Israel.
2. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our
God. Sing joyfully to God, all the earth; make melody,
rejoice and sing.

First Reading

Acts 9:26-31

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

He explained how the Lord appeared to Saul and spoke to him on his journey.

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the
disciples, but they were all afraid of him: they could not
believe he was really a disciple. Barnabas, however, took
charge of him, introduced him to the apostles, and
explained how the Lord had
appeared to Saul and spoken to him on his
journey, and how he had preached boldly at
Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul now started
to go round with them in Jerusalem, preaching
fearlessly in the name of the Lord. But after he had
spoken to the Hellenists, and argued with them,
they became determined to kill him. When the
brothers knew, they took him to Caesarea, and sent
him off from there to Tarsus.
The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and
Samaria were now left in peace, building
themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord, and
filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 21:26-28. 30-32. R. v.26

(R.) I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of
your people OR Alleluia!
1.My vows I will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and shall have their fill. They
shall praise the Lord, those who seek him. May
their hearts live for ever and ever! (R.)
2. All the earth shall remember & return to the Lord,
all families of the nations worship before him. They
shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth; before
him shall bow all who go down to the dust. (R.)
3. And my soul shall live for him, my children serve
him. They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to
come, declare his faithfulness to peoples yet
unborn: ‘These things the Lord has done.’ (R.)

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand
of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are the
Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English
Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL).
All rights reserved.

1 Jn 3:18-24

A reading from the first letter of St John

His commandments are these: that we believe and that we love one another.

My children, our love is not to be just words or mere talk,
but something real and active; only by this can we be
certain that we are the children of the truth and be able to
quieten our conscience in his presence, whatever
accusations it may raise against us, because God is
greater than our conscience and he knows everything.
My dear people, if we cannot be condemned by our own
conscience, we need not be afraid in God’s presence, and
whatever we ask him, we shall receive, because we keep
his commandments and live the kind of life that he wants.
His commandments are these: that we believe in the name
of his Son Jesus Christ and that we love one another as he
told us to. Whoever keeps his commandments lives in God
and God lives in him. We know that he lives in us by the
Spirit that he has given us

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 15:4-5

Alleluia, alleluia!
Live in me and let me live in you, says the
Lord; my branches bear much fruit.

Alleluia!
Gospel

Jn 15:1-8

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
All who live in me, and I in them, bear much fruit.

Jesus said to his disciples:
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in me that bears no fruit he cuts away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes to
make it bear even more. You are pruned already,
by means of the word that I have spoken to you.
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.
As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, but must
remain part of the vine, neither can you unless you
remain in me. I am the vine, you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in
plenty; for cut off from me you can do nothing.
Anyone who does not remain in me is like a branch
that has been thrown away – he withers;
these branches are collected and thrown on the fire,
and they are burnt. If you remain in me and my
words remain in you, you may ask what you will and
you shall get it. It is to the glory of my Father that you
should bear much fruit, and then you will be my
disciples.’

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and
is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty; from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.
Amen.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

The Regina Coeli (Queen of Heaven) in English
Prayer of the Faithful

Leader: In today’s second reading, St. John writes, “we
have confidence in God/and receive from him whatever we
ask.” In perfect trust, let us bring our needs before the Lord.
Reader: We pray for God’s holy church, by remaining
connected on the true vine may it bear great fruit for the
glory of God and the service of all people.
(pause). We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the peoples faced with displacement
because of climate change, that their plight will spur leaders
to take effective action to curb global warming.
(pause) We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the sick and dying in places where the
coronavirus is out of control, that countries blessed with
resources will come to their aid.
(pause). We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for our families enrolling their children for
First Holy Communion this weekend; that the preparation
weeks for the Sacrament may encourages parents to grow
in their own faith as they teach their children the ways of
coming closer to Jesus.
(pause). We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those who have died, may God grant
them eternal life and may those who grieve their loss be
comforted.
(pause). We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia.
R. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia.
V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia.
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia.
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.
R. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.
Let us pray.
O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of
Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant we beseech Thee, that
through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we
may obtain the joys of everlasting life.
Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Regina Coeli in Latin
V. Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia.
R. Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia.
V. Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia.
R. Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia.
V. Gaude et laetare, Virgo Maria, alleluia.
R. Quia surrexit Dominus vere, alleluia
Oremus.
Deus, qui per resurrectionem Filii tui, Domini nostri Iesu
Christi, mundum laetificare dignatus es: praesta, quaesumus;
ut per eius Genetricem Virginem Mariam, perpetuae
capiamus gaudia vitae.
Per eundem Christum Dominum nostrum.
Amen

Leader: God of peace, with tenderness and compassion
you call us away from sin to the fullness of life in your
presence. Hear our prayers that by your grace we might
build communities where all will flourish and find welcome.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen

Offertory Antiphon

Ps:65:1.2.16

Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing a psalm to his
name. Come and hear, all who fear God, and I will tell
you what great things the Lord has done for my soul,
alleluia.
1.O bless our God you nations and make the voice of his
praise to be heard. Who has set my soul to live, and has
kept my feet from stumbling.
2.I will go into your house with burnt offerings. I will pay you
my vows, which my lips have uttered and my mouth has
spoken when I was in trouble.

Communion Antiphon

Cf. Jn 15:1,5

I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the
Lord. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit
in plenty, alleluia.
1.Turn again O God of hosts look down from heaven and
see and visit this vineyard. Take care of this vine and
protect what your right hand has planted.
2. Let you hand be upon the man of your right hand, and
upon the son of man whom you have confirmed for
yourself.

United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

St Mark’s Rosary
Tuesday’s
in May
2.00pm
St Mark’s Church
All Welcome

St. Mark’s
Catholic Women’s League
Annual Mother’s Day Raffle:
On Sale at all Masses
1 & 2 May
Tickets at $1:00 each or 6 for $5:00 will be

on sale at all Masses. Prizes to be won!

PRIZES:
1: $150.00 Cash
2: Handbag including a scarf, & umbrella from
the Museum of Contemporary Art.
3: Cosmetics Beauty Box & waterproof backed
Picnic Rug.
4: Crocheted Rug.
5: Pot with Acacia Stand and Knitted Rug.
St. Mark’s St Vincent de Paul Society has
joined with our local branch of the Catholic
Women’s League to assist them in raising
funds for the Vinnies NSW, Flood Appeal.

PRAY THE HOLY ROSARY
“I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of
praying the Rosary in the month of May.”
- Pope Francis-

Every Tuesday during May pray the rosary
with us at St Mark’s Church from 2.00pm.

Bowman Street - Anzac Day

DO YOU COME TO MASS?

2021 National Count of Mass Attendance.
During Masses over the first four consecutive Sundays
(and Saturday evenings) in May the count is conducted
at St Mark’s Catholic Church
You will be asked on arrival registration…
Your attendance
Your gender
Your age bracket
Church attendance is perhaps the most basic measure
of religious practice. The count will be as
comprehensive as possible and include people of all
ages at Mass (including babies). Catholic Mass
attendance figures for the whole of Australia are
collected once every five years, so that information
collected can most effectively assist in the areas of
evangelisation and missionary discipleship.
NOTICE: During this time registrations for Mass is
essential and there will be NO group registrations each
person will need to register as an individual.
Thank you

Dear Parishioners,
St Mark’s Restoration Program 2021
With excitement, our St Mark’s Church
Restoration works are due to begin in June 2021.
This extensive project will focus on interior
restoration work.
Our Church is 100 years old this year and our
restoration project began with our fundraising
Parish Donor Restoration appeal in 2018 held by
our Parish Finance Committee and Parish
Pastoral Council with the focus on raising the
funds for this restoration & the Church roof
restoration.
The Restoration goal is to honour the Church’s
rich history while we simultaneously create a
beautiful functional Church to build our
evangelisation and ministry into the future that
parishioners can be proud of for years to come.
After so much preparatory work, it is great to see
the start of the restoration work on the ground.
The much-anticipated Church renovations will
incur a change to our venue for Masses and they
will be held as follows:
Monday - Friday Masses
will beheld upstairs in the Parish Centre.
Monday 14 June to Friday 6 August
Saturday & Sunday Masses
Saturday 12 noon & Saturday Vigil 5.30pm
Sunday 9:00am, 10:30am & 6.00pm Masses
will all be held in the Parish/school hall, with
Reconciliation from 11.30am or by appointment.
Saturday 19 June to Sunday 1 August
Funerals or larger memorial Masses will be held
at other nearby Churches or the chapels at
Rookwood by arrangement.
Weddings will not be held during this time.
As we are still under COVID conditions for places
of worship online digital registration will still be
required for attendance to all Masses.
Our Church is an anchor for the historical area
of Drummoyne and this restoration is necessary
and while we're not doing anything structurally
to the church, it will have a very different feel.
After the completion of our restoration it will
coincide with the celebration of the Church’s
100 years with a Mass and event that will build
on the foundation for the future of St Mark’s.
Parishioners have built our two Churches over
the last 130 years and we look forward to
St Mark’s being here for generations to come.
Over these 9 weeks I would require help from
our parishioners with setting up for the Masses
and if you can assist please let the Parish office
know so we can schedules a timetable for this.
I look forward to taking this journey with you
and your continued support and commitment
that is required for us to fulfil this restoration
while Parish life continues.
Thank you for your consideration and patience

Fr Michael
“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a
blessing.” Genesis 12:2

Dates for the Diary
† Saturday 1 | Sunday 2 May all Masses
CWL Parish Appeal envelopes will be available at all Masses
† Saturday 1 | Sunday 2 May all Masses
CWL Annual Mother’s Day Raffle tickets on sale at all Masses
† Sunday 2 May 10:30am
Year 3 family Mass - all welcome
† Monday 3 May 8:00am
Mass of Saints Philip and James, Apostles
† Tuesday 4 May 2.00pm
ROSARY at St Mark’s Church - register on arrival
† Tuesday 4 May 7.00pm
Session 1 First Holy Communion
† Thursday 6 May 8:30am
St Mark’s Primary Blessing for Mother’s Day
† Thursday 6 May 7.00pm
Session 1 First Holy Communion
† Friday 7 May 8:00am
First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
following 8:00am Mass
† Sunday 9 May
Mother’s Day; Good and Gentle God, we pray in gratitude
for our mothers and for all the women who have joined
with you in the wonder of our upbringing.
† Thursday 13 May 9:30am
Our Lady of Fatima Mass
† Saturday 15 | Sunday 16 May all Masses
The Ascension of the Lord
† Saturday 22 | Sunday 23 May all Masses
Pentecost Sunday
† Sunday 23 May 10:30am Mass
Year 1 Family Mass - welcome to all Year 1 Families
† Monday 24 May 8:00am
Feast of Our Lady, Mary Help of Christians Mass
† Tuesday 25 May 9:30am
Mary Magdalene dé Pazzi Mass
† Friday 28 May from 11.30am
St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League lunch & meeting.
† Saturday 29 May 12 noon
Saturday Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
† Saturday 29 | Sunday 30 May all Masses
the Most Holy Trinity
† Monday 31 May 8:00am
Mass for The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

In our thoughts this Eastertide Season
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick
members of our community: Mare Sisic, Nikola Butorac,
Gemma Tambasco, Chris Huie Patricia Ficarra, Rosa Petrino,
Heather Burbidge, Rocco Zoccali, Wendy Madden,
Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra and Lina
Giannandrea and all St. Mark’s community members unwell at

this time.
Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:
Marie Tran, Rosa Ilacqua, Francesco Ianni, Caterina Lorizio
Nikola & Katisa Bautovic, Elvira Favorito, Veronica Favorito,
Daniel Lao and Victoria Sejkora.
Recently Deceased: Joseph Suc Bui, John Greenan, James Keenan,
James McAleer, Wilhelm Peer, Aileen Gardiner, John Hawley,
Don Cameron, Cardinal Edward Cassidy & Fr Reg Wilson.
We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers to their
families. May they rest in peace.

Do you know of anyone who is sick and in need of prayer or
pastoral care? Please advise the parish office.

Congratulations

Recipients of
The Dempsey Medal

Mrs Regina Colantonio & Mr Rocco Zoccali
Regina has contributed to the Parish community throughout
her life. She has been involved in the ministry of the Parish
community in manifold roles. Regina and her husband raised
their 3 children in Drummoyne, and were always active in the
needs of the school and Church communities and Regina
would always tend to the Church needs and as Regina learned
her craft as a seamstress from the Nuns in Italy she offered her
gift to the Parish. Regina hand sews and repairs the Altar linens
and has recently sewn a new lining for the tabernacle. Over the
years she has also repaired vestments for Priests, and created
and repaired banners for the Church.
Rocco has been our Church Custodian for over 20 years,
ensuring pre COVID the Church doors are open each day to
welcome parishioners and visitors. Rocco and his wife raised
their four children, spiritually guiding them through
community life. Over his 50 plus years serving the Church
Rocco has welcomed many priests, Fr Monahan, Fr Conway,
Fr Boyle, Fr Jim, Mons Vince, and myself, as well as many
Deacons and Seminarians who were placed here. He has
assisted all of us to learn the way at St Mark’s Drummoyne.
Rocco fondly remembers Fr Jim’s work with Radio 2SM
broadcasting from Drummoyne.
This award recognises the many years of faithful service,
commitment and dedication they have provided to St Mark’s
and we congratulate them on this distinguished award for
services to the Church.

Register to attend Mass on
- St Mark’s Website www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Register with trybooking before
3pm
REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL
Weekday Masses:
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 9:30am
Wednesday - 7:30am & 6:30pm
Thursday 9:30am
Friday 8:00am
Saturday 12pm Mass
The Sacrament of Penance Saturday 11.00am - 11.55am

Weekend Masses:
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday - 9:00am,
10:30am & 6:00pm
Registration is essential
MASKS ARE HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED AT
CHURCH
QR CODE ON ENTRY

No offertory! One by product of COVID is our collection bowls
are not passed around. How long can our Church go on without
receiving your donations?
We have collection bowls at the centre and entrance of the
Church for your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray
machines at our entrance for your cards. There are Green Cards
for parishioners to fill in for a tax deduction on the donation.
We thank you for your kindness and donation.
First Collection: is for the Priests.
Second Collection: is for the running of the Parish.
Enrolment for the Sacrament of First Holy Communion
Priest: Parents, you have brought your
children to Baptism and promised to bring
them up in the faith. Today you take another
step in their initiation Sacraments by asking
that your children be admitted to the
Sacrament of First Holy Communion.
I now ask:
Are you willing to assist your children, with
the support and help of the parish, by bringing them to Mass and
participating fully in the parish preparation sessions?
Parents: We promise to do all in our power to assist in the

development of our children’s spiritual life as members of the
Catholic Church. We understand the importance of bringing our
children to Mass and assisting them, with the help of the parish,
in their preparation for the reception of their First Holy
Communion by faithfully attending the preparation sessions.
Priest: I now ask the parish community of St Mark’s to pledge their
support. Will you, the members of the parish community, offer your
prayers, love and practical support to these families who stand before
you today?
Parish Community: We, the community of St Mark’s promise you

our wholehearted support as you prepare to bring your children
to the table of the Lord. We promise to keep you in our prayers
and offer you our love and practical support at this time.
Priest: The parish community have pledged their support. We look
forward to celebrating the Sacrament of First Holy Communion with
you in the coming weeks.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

Parish Priest: Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV
Priest in Residence: Fr Denis Minns OP Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm Mass is a recorded Mass and only ministers will be filmed.
Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone,
and no photography during the Mass. Thank you

Welcome to 2021

Gospel Reflection The Lectionary of this Easter season draws out some of the ‘classic’ gospel passages, particularly
some of the discourses from the Gospel of John. Like many ‘famous’ or familiar passages, it can be true that familiarity
breeds contempt – we think we are so familiar with the passage that we don’t need to pay it much attention.

At first glance, it appears that there is a certain ruthlessness about the image of the vinedresser pruning the vine: perform
or perish! However, the process of cutting away and pruning branches is an incredibly nurturing action; it is removing the
unproductive portions of the plant so that the vine has an even better opportunity to produce fruit in the next season. It an
act of love; not an act of economic rationalism. Within our own lives we are called to make decisions about which of our
thoughts and actions are life-giving (fruit-bearing) and which are unproductive; negative; crippling; life-diminishing. If we
are able to ‘prune’ our life-diminishing thoughts and actions we allow ourselves the freedom and the ability to really flourish. Feelings of jealousy, greed, resentment, self-doubt and lack of confidence can limit our ability to be fully alive just as
addictive and harmful behaviours can physically take away our ability to perform at our best.
I am reminded of the old Karate Kid movie when the boy, Daniel, is introduced to the art of bonsai. He is told to close his
eyes, imagine the perfect tree and then start clipping and shaping the plant to make real the perfection that lies within it. It
is only through a process of cutting away and pruning that we can nurture ourselves to realise the beauty of our potential.

Living the Gospel – Bearing fruit The vinedresser of this passage cuts away the dead branches and prunes back

those that are not bearing fruit. In what way do we bear fruit? When we strive to reach our fullest potential in whatever we
do, we bear fruit. When we act out of motivation for the other person rather than ourselves, we bear fruit. When we strive
to bring about the reign of God in our small part of the world, we bear fruit. Sometimes we too need to have some of our
thoughts and actions pruned so that we might better bear the fruit that we are truly capable of producing.

Scriptural context – In context The imagery that Jesus used in his parables and in extended metaphors such as the

one used in this week’s gospel sometimes seems a little foreign to a 21st century audience. However, the world in which
Jesus lived and taught was dominated by small scale farmers and producers in an agrarian economy. His use of images
such as ‘shepherd’, ‘vine’, ‘tenants’, ‘farmers’ and ‘wineskins’ would all have been immediately recognisable to his audience. They would also have appreciated much more than we do the subtlety of Jesus’ use of such images when he twists
them in an unexpected way

Historical Context – The ‘True’ vine The image of the vine has its origins in Psalm 80 where the nation of Israel is

likened to a vine: ‘You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. You cleared the ground for it;
it took deep root and filled the land.’ (Ps 80:8-9) However, the people of Israel have forgotten who they are and who it was
that planted them in their country – it is like the rootstock of a grafted plant has taken over and gone wild. Jesus’ presence
as the ‘true vine’ reminds them of what they are called to be.

Questions

Q. Is the image of the vine an effective one for you?
Q. Within the analogy of the vineyard, where would you place yourself?
Q. Where do you find ‘fruitful connections’ with Jesus the vine?
Q. What aspects of your life need a little ‘pruning’ so that you might bear more fruit?

© Greg Sunter

ST MARK’S MORNING PRAYER GROUP - Join us Thursday’s from 10:00am
Hosted by Maria - PARISH CENTRE - PRAYER & MORNING TEA - ALL WELCOME -

$2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER

* Latham Law: Don’t weaponise activists against our children
* Religious freedom recedes
* Call yourself pro-life? Really?
* Priesthood - golden opportunity

Welcome to 2021

†
†
†

†
†
†
†
†
†
†

You are required to Register to attend ALL MASSES on the parish website - numbers restrictions apply.
You are required to register when attending any event in the Parish Centre.
You will need to use the Services NSW QR Code to register when you enter the Church. A different QR code is used when
you enter the Parish Centre.
You will need to have the Services NSW App on your phone.
Please help us by registering with your Smart Phone with the QR Code when you come to Mass or enter the Parish Centre.
We realise that some people do not have a Smart phone, contact the Parish Centre to register for Mass.
It is IMPORTANT that EVERYONE who enters the Church registers, QR Code and sanitisers.
Masks are no longer Mandatory however are highly recommended.
Please do not become complacent and make sure you continue to be vigilant.
Following ALL MASSES we ask for assistance in cleaning our pews and Church.

