
 

 

 

Jesus uses thoughts and concepts that were readily available and common at that time, to 
teach and instruct his disciple in the ways of God. In this weeks Gospel he uses the image 
of and contrasts him with the hired man who does not really care for or 
know the sheep in his charge. Each sheep is important to the shepherd because the sheep 
are his livelihood and an economic unit which could be the difference between providing 
for the family or economic ruin. The milk and fleece provide for him and his families future. 
 

is depicted in a window in the Church above the statue of Mary. Jesus 
is represented with a staff or crook and a sheep or lamb over his shoulders representing 
the lost sheep being carried home to safety. To this day in the Church the Bishop carries a 
Crosier or staff in the manner of the Shepherd of the flock and as a leader in the Church. 
The crook or staff has a hooked end so that the shepherd can reach out and rescue a 
sheep or lamb in a perilous situation. 
 

The passage in John follows from the shepherd being described as the ‘gate’ of the 
sheepfold where the sheep were kept safe overnight. In the passage we read today Jesus 
points out the difference between the good shepherd and the hired man. The shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep, knows them by name and keeps them safe. The hired man 
does not have the same concern and flees when there is danger allowing the flock to be 
scattered and pillaged.  
 

The understanding of Jesus as the good shepherd is very powerful in reminding us that 
God is very concerned about us and seeks us out especially when we are in need. God is 
always concerned for us and wants us to be safe and secure. God takes the initiative, and 
we are invited to respond. To hear his voice and respond to his call in the depth of our 
hearts. 
 

May watch over us and guide us in our Christian lives to pastures that 
nourish us where there is flowing waters to quench our thirst and a strong sense of the 
presence of God in our lives. 

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,  
Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

 

The purpose of World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations is to 
publicly fulfill the   Lord's 

instruction to, "Pray the Lord 
of the harvest to send laborers 
into his harvest" (Mt 9:38; Lk 
10:2). As a climax to a prayer 

that is continually offered 
throughout the Church, it 

affirms the primacy of faith 
and grace in all that concerns 

vocations to the priesthood 
and to the consecrated 

life. While appreciating all 
vocations, the Church 

concentrates its attention this 
day on vocations to the 

ordained ministries, secular 
institutes in their diversity of 

services and membership, and 
to the missionary life. 

 
 

2021 marks the 58th 
Anniversary of the  

World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations  

They shall grow old,  
as we that are left grow old; 

 

Age shall not weary them, 
nor the years condemn. 

 

At the going down of the  
sun and in the morning  

 

We will remember them. 

RAFFLE  

 TICKETS $1 EACH   
OR 6 FOR $5  

ON SALE  
AFTER MASS 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon              Cf. Ps 32:5-6

(R.) The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; by the 
word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia. 
1) O God, my God to you do I watch at break of day. For 
you my soul has thirsted, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry 
and weary land where no water is. (R.)  
 

2) Thus will I bless you all my life long, and in your name I 
will lift up my hands. (R.)  
 

First Reading             Acts 4:8-12 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles               
This is the only name by which we can be saved. 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter said: ‘Rulers of the people, 
and elders! If you are questioning us today about an act of 
kindness to a cripple, and asking us how he was healed, 
then I am glad to tell you all, and would indeed be glad to 
tell the whole people of Israel, that it was by the name of 
Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the one you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead, by this name and by no 
other that this man is able to stand up perfectly 
healthy, here in your presence, today. This is the 
stone rejected by you the builders, but which has 
proved to be the keystone. For of all the names in 
the world given to men, this is the only one by 
which we can be saved.’ 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 117:1. 8-9. 21-23. 26. 28-29. R. v.22

(R.) The stone rejected by the builders has be-
come the cornerstone. OR Alleluia!  
1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his 
love has no end. It is better to take refuge in the 
Lord than to trust in men: it is better to take refuge 
in the Lord than to trust in princes. (R.) 
 

2. I will thank you for you have given answer and 
you are my saviour. The stone which the builders 
rejected has become the corner stone. This is the 
work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. (R.) 
 

3. Blessed in the name of the Lord is he who 
comes. We bless you from the house of the Lord; 
I will thank you for you have given answer and you 
are my saviour. Give thanks to the Lord for he is 
good; for his love has no end.  (R.) 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Second Reading                           1 Jn 3:1-2 

A reading from the first letter of St John               
We shall see God as he is. 

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, by  
letting us be called God’s children; and that is what we are. 
Because the world refused to acknowledge him, therefore it 
does not acknowledge us. My dear people, we are already 
the children of God but what we are to be in the future has 
not yet been revealed; all we know is, that when it is  
revealed we shall be like him because we shall see him as 
he really is. 

 

 

 

 

Gospel                       Jn 10:11-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep. 

Jesus said: 
‘I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd is one 
who lays down his life for his sheep. 
The hired man, since he is not the shepherd and the 
sheep do not belong to him, abandons the sheep and 
runs away as soon as he sees a wolf coming, and 
then the wolf attacks and scatters the sheep; this is 
because he is only a hired man and has no concern 
for the sheep. 
I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own 
know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father; and I lay down my life for my sheep. 
And there are other sheep I have that are not of this 
fold, and these I have to lead as well. 
They too will listen to my voice, and there will be only 
one flock and one shepherd. 
The Father loves me, because I lay down my life in 
order to take it up again. No one takes it from me; 
I lay it down of my own free will, and as it is in my 
power to lay it down, so it is in my power to take it up 
again; and this is the command I have been given by 
my Father.’ 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge  
the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  

          Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                          Jn 10:14 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my 
sheep, and mine know me. 
Alleluia! 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the 

Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   



 

 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Knowing that we are loved and sustained by Jesus, 
the Good Shepherd, let us entrust all of our needs to his 
gracious care.                                
     
 

Reader: We pray for all who serve as shepherds to the  
people of God, emulating the life of Christ may they serve 
with humility, gathering the scattered and protecting the 
weak. (pause). We pray. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for the priests who serve our community. 
In this difficult time in our Church, may they be  
strengthened by the Holy Spirit to faithfully continue their 
vocation. (pause) We pray. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.   
 

Reader: We pray for innocent people living in constant fear 
of violent militias and repressive regimes. May their longing 
for peace and freedom be fulfilled.    
(pause). We pray. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    

 

Reader: We pray for the leaders of our country that they 
respect the lives lost in war and work always towards peace 
and justice. May the work of the ANZACS always be  
respected in this country.  (pause). We pray 
All: Lord hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: For all those called to lay down their lives as 
priests, deacons, and in the consecrated religious life, that 
they will be faithful witnesses to the Good Shepherd in our 
midst. (pause). We pray. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: We pray for the deceased priests and religious 
who have served St Mark’s community, our recently  
deceased and our ten men from parish families that served 
and died in World War One, may they receive eternal rest 
and peace. (pause). We pray. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.  
  

Leader: God of refuge, by the wounds of Jesus we have 
been healed. Hear our prayers that we might cling to the 
example of Christ and find the strength to meet hate with 
love and violence with peace. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord.   
All: Amen   
 

Offertory Antiphon            Ps 62:2.5 

(R.) O God, my God, to you do I watch at break of day, 
and in your name I will lift up my hands. alleluia. 
1. Thus I will bless you all my life long and in your name I 
will lift up my hands.  (R.)  
 

2. For you are my help and I will rejoice in the shadow of 
your wings. My soul clings fast to you your right hand  
up-holds me. (R.)    

 

Communion Antiphon           

(R.) The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his 
life for his sheep and willingly died for his flock,  
alleluia. 
1.This is the day which the Lord has made let us be glad 
and rejoice there-in. (R.)                                      
 

2. The Good Shepherd has risen who laid down his life  
for his sheep and willingly died for his flock. (R.)  

St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith. 

        Regina Coeli in Latin 
V. Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia. 

R. Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia. 
V. Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia. 
R. Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia. 

 V. Gaude et laetare, Virgo Maria, alleluia. 
R. Quia surrexit Dominus vere, alleluia  

Oremus.  
Deus, qui per resurrectionem Filii tui, Domini nostri Iesu 

Christi, mundum laetificare dignatus es: praesta, quaesumus; 
ut per eius Genetricem Virginem Mariam, perpetuae 

capiamus gaudia vitae.  
Per eundem Christum Dominum nostrum.  

Amen  

The Regina Coeli (Queen of Heaven) in English 
V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia. 

R. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia. 
V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.  

Let us pray.  
O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of 

Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant we beseech Thee, that 
through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we 

may obtain the joys of everlasting life.  
Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.  



 

St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League  
Member’s please note that our next 
meeting will be held on Friday 30th 

April 2021, in the Parish Centre, 
commencing with a lite lunch from 
11.30am, followed by the meeting 

ending promptly by 2.30pm. 
Anyone interested is most welcome to join for a friendly 

cuppa together.  

St. Mark’s  
Catholic Women’s League 

Annual Mother’s Day Raffle:   
On Sale at all Masses  

24 | 25 April & 1 | 2 May  

St. Mark’s St Vincent de Paul Society has 
joined with our local branch of the Catholic 
Women’s League to assist them in raising   
funds for the Vinnies NSW, Flood Appeal.  

Tickets at $1:00 each or 6 for $5:00 will be 

on sale at all Masses. Prizes to be won! 

PRIZES:  
1: $150.00 Cash  
2: Handbag including a scarf, & umbrella from 
the  Museum of Contemporary Art.  
3: Cosmetics Beauty Box & waterproof backed 
Picnic Rug.  
4: Crocheted Rug. 
5: Pot with Acacia Stand and Knitted Rug. 

PRAY THE HOLY ROSARY  
“I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of 

praying the Rosary in the month of May.” 
                                                          - Pope Francis

-  

Every Tuesday May pray the rosary with us at  
St Mark’s Church from 2.00pm.  

PARISH APPEAL  
1 & 2 May 2021(all Masses) 

 

Your donations supports the 
work of charitable agencies in 

the Catholic Archdiocese 
of Sydney.  

Christian Meditation Day- Sunday 16 May 
Where: St Benedict’s Monastery 
Location: 121 Arcadia Rd, Arcadia 
Time: 10am-3pm (including a Mass in the afternoon) 
 

No need to register ahead of time. Donations welcome. 
 

Enquiries: Ann Bergman: anniebergman@hotmail.com 
or Ann Lomas: atlomas@bigpond.com or 9653 2637. 

Volunteer Bookkeeper Position:  
assisting poverty reduction (15 hours per week). 
 

Palms Australia is a Catholic agency who recruits, prepares, 
sends and supports qualified and experienced Australians to 
assist communities in Asia, Africa and the Pacific seeking to 
reduce poverty.  This is a great opportunity to make a 
difference from within their Petersham North office, where a 
small wonderful and hospitable Palms Australia team will 
make you feel very welcome. 
 

If you know your way around accounting processes, and 
either looking for experience, or a meaningful retirement, 
Executive Director, Roger O’Halloran, would love to hear 
from you.  roger@palms.org.au or 9560 5333 in business 
hours. 

DO YOU COME TO MASS? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 National Count of Mass Attendance. 
During Masses over the first four consecutive Sundays 
(and Saturday evenings) in May the count is conducted 

at St Mark’s Catholic Church 
 

You will be asked on arrival registration… 
Your attendance  

Your gender  
Your age bracket  

 

Church attendance is perhaps the most basic measure 
of religious practice. The count will be as 

comprehensive as possible and include people of all 
ages at Mass (including babies). Catholic Mass 

attendance figures for the whole of Australia are 
collected once every five years, so that information 
collected can most effectively assist in the areas of 

evangelisation and missionary discipleship.  
NOTICE:  During this time registrations for Mass is 

essential and there will be NO group registrations each 
person will need to register as an individual.  

Thank you  

mailto:anniebergman@hotmail.com
mailto:atlomas@bigpond.com
mailto:roger@palms.org.au


Dates for the Diary    
 
 

† Saturday 24 | Sunday 25 April all Masses    
CWL Annual Mother’s Day Raffle tickets on sale at all Masses.    

† Sunday 25 April to 1 May  
 National Vocations Awareness Week  

† Monday 26 April  8:00am    
Mass of Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist   

† Tuesday 27 April 7:30pm   
First Holy Communion Parent’s Information Zoom session. 

† Thursday 29 April 9:30am  
Mass of Saint Catherine of Sienna  

† Friday 28 April 8:00am  
Feast of St Peter Chanel Patron Saint of Oceania Mass    

† Friday 30 April from 11.30am  
St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League lunch & meeting.  

† Saturday 1 | Sunday 2 May all Masses    
CWL Parish Appeal envelopes will be available at all Masses 

† Saturday 1 | Sunday 2 May all Masses    
CWL Annual Mother’s Day Raffle tickets on sale at all Masses 

† Sunday 2 May 10:30am  
Year 3 family Mass - all welcome 

† Monday 3 May 8:00am  
Mass of Saints Philip and James, Apostles  

† Tuesday 4 May 7.00pm 

Session 1 First Holy Communion  

† Thursday 6 May 8:30am  
St Mark’s Primary Blessing for Mother’s Day  

† Thursday 6 May 7.00pm  
Session 1 First Holy Communion  

† Friday 7 May 8:00am  
First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
following 8:00am Mass 

† Sunday 9 May   
Mother’s Day; Good and Gentle God, we pray in gratitude  
for our mothers and for all the women who have joined  
with you in the wonder of our upbringing. 

† Thursday 13 May 9:30am  
Our Lady of Fatima Mass  

† Saturday 15 | Sunday 16 May all Masses  
The Ascension of the Lord   

† Saturday 22 | Sunday 23 May all Masses  
Pentecost Sunday  

† Monday 24 May 8:00am  
Feast of Mary Help of Christians Mass 

† Monday 24 May 9:30am  
St Mark’s Primary School Mary Help of 
Christians Mass 

† Tuesday 25 May 9:30am 
Mary Magdalene dé Pazzi Mass  

Fr Michael visited George on his 100th Birthday 
on Wednesday 14 April to celebrate with him.  

St Mark the Evangelist was 
the author of the first 
synoptic Gospel. He is 
believed to be the same man 
referred to in the Acts of the 
Apostles as John Mark; a 
disciple of Jesus and John the 
Baptist and the cousin of  
St Barnabas. Mark travelled 
with St Paul and St Barnabas 
on missionary journeys to 
preach the gospels. He was a 
close companion of St Peter; it 
is considered that his gospel 
represented the teachings and 
memoirs of St Peter. He later 
travelled to Alexandria in Egypt where he continued his 
evangelisation. The church in Alexandria claims that St 
Mark became their first bishop and that he was 
eventually martyred there in the first century. As an 
evangelist, St Mark is often symbolised as a lion.  
He is the patron saint of Egypt. 



.  
 

 St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm Mass is a recorded Mass and only ministers will be filmed.  
Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone,  

and no photography during the Masses.  Thank you  

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

Register to attend Mass on  
- St Mark’s Website -  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 
Register with trybooking before 

3pm   
REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL   

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm 

Sunday - 9:00am, 
10:30am  & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
 

MASKS ARE HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED AT 

CHURCH  
 

QR CODE ON ENTRY  

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6:30pm 
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       12pm Mass  
The Sacrament of Penance -  
Saturday 11.00am - 11.55am  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:   
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know have been abused, please contact 
the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

No offertory! One by product of COVID is our collection bowls 
are not passed around. How long can our Church go on without 
receiving your donations? 
We have collection bowls at the centre and entrance of the 
Church for your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray 
machines at our entrance for your cards. There are Green Cards 
for parishioners to fill in for a tax deduction on the donation.  
We thank you for your kindness and donation.  
First Collection: is for the Priests.  
Second Collection: is for the running of the Parish.  

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick 
members of our community:  Joseph Suc Bui, Mare Sisic,  
Gemma Tambasco, Nikola Butorac, Baby Fletcher, Chris Huie 
Patricia Ficarra, Rosa Petrino, Heather Burbidge, Rocco Zoccali, 
Wendy Madden, Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni,  
Meagan Ficarra and Lina Giannandrea and all St. Mark’s 
community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Nikola & Katisa Bautovic, Caterina Lorizio, Elvira Favorito, 
Veronica Favorito, Bernice Minns, Sr Joan Sexton, Daniel Lao, 
Maria Zoccali, Martino San Kap, Agatha Than Aye, Daniel Lao, 
Carmelus San Win Naing, and Victoria Sejkora.  
 

Recently Deceased: Umberto Tumini, Tina Tumini,  
James Keenan, James McAleer, Wilhelm Peer, Aileen Gardiner,  
Cardinal Edward Cassidy, Fr Reg Wilson & Fr Michael McCarthy  
 

We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers to their  
families.  May they rest in peace.  
Do you know of anyone who is sick and in need of prayer or 
pastoral care? Please advise the parish office. 

In our thoughts this Eastertide Season  

 

Charlotte Margaret Sommer            
&  

                       Tony Maria van Schaik    

St Mark’s Drummoyne, Great War Memorial 
1914 – 1918  

 
We honour their spirit and we ask that you to 

remember them in your prayers. 
 
  

Edmund Henry (Jack) Collins  
Private No. 4268, 29th Battalion. Died 23 March 1917  

 Joseph Ignatius Connell 
Private No. 6619,  8th Field Ambulance. Died 26 October 1917  
John Stephen Coolahan 
Lieutenant 5th Machine Gun Company. Died 3 May 1918 
Bernard Patrick Dawson  
Private No. 2125,  2nd Battalion. Died 6 – 9 August 1915  
Michael Hawley 
Private No. 3538, 53rd Battalion. 
Died 19 July 1916  
Peter Bernard Joseph O’Reilly 
Lieutenant, 38th Battery 10th Field 
Artillery Brigade. Died 6 May 1917   
Arvan James Prichard 
Lieutenant 22nd Machine Gun 
Company. Died 18 July 1918  
James Stuart Duncan Weir 
Private No. 2867, 4th Battalion. 
Died 26 July 1916. 
Colin Geoffrey Wilson 
Private No. 1303, 33rd Battalion. 
Died 28 July 1918  
John Michael Joseph Wills    
Private No. 7099, 13th Battalion. 
Died 8 August 1918  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


 

Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 

Gospel Reflection As a young person, there is nothing better than being in love! Sure, loving your family and being 
loved by them is pretty important, but to ‘fall in love’ with someone and have that love returned is something quite extraor-
dinary. Love sets us on fire! To be loved by someone else makes all the tough times endurable; it makes us believe in our-
selves because someone else sees something worthwhile within us. It’s exciting and it’s incredibly life-giving! 

This is something of the message that Jesus is trying to convey to his disciples in this week ’s gospel. He is trying to share 
with them some understanding of the incredible joy he experiences through his relationship with the Father. And just as he 
is loved by the Father, so Jesus loves his disciples and so are they invited to share in the love of the Father. Jesus’ whole 
mission and ministry was to share with people the love of God that he knew so intimately. His actions towards the ‘lesser 
ones’ of the world was to demonstrate to them that they are not only worthy of love but were already loved. Jesus tells his 
disciples that all they have to do to constantly remain in his love is to keep his commandments and then he clarifies for 
them that his only commandment to them is to love one another as Jesus loved. To live in the love of Jesus and know the 
love of the Father, all we have to do is love one another. It seems simple. The challenge is that we are to love all people – 
even those who make our lives difficult and unpleasant. As we are told in the Gospels of Luke and Matthew, ‘If you love 
only those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them! ’ (Lk 6:32; Mt 5:46)  

Scriptural context – The Last Supper Discourse In the three synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke), the 
events of the Last Supper are dealt with in a very similar way. They all include Jesus taking bread and wine and speaking 
what are referred to as the words of institution – the words that are spoken over the bread and wine in every Eucharistic 
celebration today. In the Gospel of John, however, the Last Supper is dealt with very differently. It includes an extended 
‘discourse’ that is incredibly rich in imagery and theological implications. Perhaps because this gospel was written well 
after the others it was deemed unnecessary to retell the story but it was timely to do some reflecting on the meaning of the 
events? 

Living the Gospel – Love One Another Have you ever thought what it really means when Jesus commands us to 
love one another? At first, it seems like a simple commandment: I can love my family; my friends; I can even feel love for 
some people I’ve never met. But there was a condition that Jesus placed on the command: love one another as I have 
loved you. How did Jesus love? Without restriction and without seeking something in return. He loved those that no one 
loved and he even loved those who hated him and sought his downfall. Can I love those who hate me? Those that others 
ridicule and despise? Can I love without counting the cost?  

Have you thought? - Love There is a wonderful line from the musical, Les Miserables, when the hero, Valjean, is told, 
‘To love another person is to see the face of God.’ As Christian people, we believe that every person is created in the im-
age and likeness of God. To look upon another person with love and compassion is to see the face of God revealed. 
When we are called to love, we are called to recognise that every single person is worthy of love and every single person 
is made in the image of God – even ourselves! 

Questions 
Q. Where does Jesus’ enormous capacity to love come from? 

Q. Is the sort of love that Jesus spoke of really possible? 

Q. When have you felt a non-romantic love for someone else? 

Q. What situation in your life would be changed if you responded out of love?            © Greg Sunter 

 

        $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

 *  Vaccine Q&A: What do I need to know?  
  *  No, Magda, you ’re wrong, dear      

* Gay ... and catholic        
* Jimmy Lai pays the price   

* Sponsor a Notre Dame gargoyle   

Fr. John Flader 
Renowned spiritual author and a retreat preacher 

“A spiritual talk on Daily Spiritual Plan” 
“Live in my presence and you will be perfect”  (Genesis 17 :1)  

Living in the presence of God is a way of living, working, walking, and praying. 
 

ALL WELCOME 

Venue St Ambrose Parish Church, Concord West 

Date   Friday 30th April 2021 

Time         7.00 pm – 8.30 pm 

     Please bring a notebook and pen to write notes. 



 

Welcome to 2021  

 

† You are required to Register to attend ALL MASSES on the parish website - numbers restrictions apply.  

† You are required to register when attending any event in the Parish Centre.  

† You will need to use the Services NSW QR Code to register when you enter the Church. A different QR code is used when 
you enter the Parish Centre.  

† You will need to have the Services NSW App on your phone.  

† Please help us by registering with your Smart Phone with the QR Code when you come to Mass or enter the Parish Centre.  

† We realise that some people do not have a Smart phone, contact the Parish Centre to register for Mass.   

† It is IMPORTANT that EVERYONE who enters the Church registers, QR Code and sanitisers.  

† Masks are no longer Mandatory however are highly recommended.  

† Please do not become complacent and make sure you continue to be vigilant.  

† Following ALL MASSES we ask for assistance in cleaning our pews and Church.  

 


