He opened their minds…
Being frightened or being feared is a very unpleasant feeling that no one wants to experience. These feelings
arise when one is under the presence of danger or the threat of harm from either real threats or imagined
dangers.
In the Gospel last Sunday, John testified Jesus’ Resurrection by telling us how Jesus appeared to the disciples.
He also told us about the changes in attitude of “doubting Thomas” from disbelieving to confessing his faith in
the Risen Lord. In this Sunday’s gospel, Luke gives us another aspect of the story where the disciples were so
frightened as Jesus appeared to them.
If we could put ourselves into the disciples’ situation, it is not hard to understand why they reacted that way.
Up to this point, they did not fully understand the scriptures as well as what our Lord had told them about his
death and resurrection. They were still terrified by his shameful and painful death. So, when Jesus came, they
thought he was a ghost. That is why Jesus reassured them, showed them the wounds on his hands and
feet, ate and drank with them, and explained the scriptures to them. As a result, they were at peace and full of
joy and trust.
Like the disciples, we also have our moments of doubt and fear in our lives. There, we might allow ourselves to
be taken over by fear and doubt which would result in us not recognising the present of God. In the worst case,
we might even see him as a threat rather than as someone who is on our side. However, if we can spend time
to think and reflect on these moments, we can really recognise the real present of the Risen Lord. For instance,
there are times when our life seems to come to a dead end, but unexpectedly God himself used this tragic
moment to lead us on a new and better path. Or there are also times when we experience grief and sorrow and
thought that God has abandoned us; but unexpectedly God himself is present in those griefs to help us live a
mature, deeper and richer life.
We also need to remember that when the apostles' faith was weak, they thought Jesus was a ghost; but when
their faith was strengthened after having an intimate encounter with Jesus and listening to his interpretation
of scripture, they could see clearly who Jesus is.
Since our faith is still very weak, let us therefore try to strengthen it by allowing ourselves to encounter Jesus
at Mass and in prayers. Our faith can also be strengthened through studying and reflecting on the scriptures
and then put it into practice. If we can do this, we will see God’s present in every moment of our lives and our
life will be filled with joy and peace.

Risen Jesus, I believe that You are with me and I leave my life in your hands.
Yours in Christ, Fr John Pham

ST MARK’S MORNING PRAYER GROUP - Join us Thursday’s from 10:00am
Hosted by Maria - PARISH CENTRE - PRAYER & MORNING TEA - ALL WELCOME -

Second Reading
Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Ps 65:1-2

(R.) Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; O sing to the
glory of his name. O render him glorious praise,
alleluia.
1) Say unto God, how terrible are your works, O Lord! Let
all the earth adore you and sing to you. (R.)

2) O bless our God, all you nations and make the voice of
his praise to be heard. (R.)

First Reading

Acts 3:13-15. 17-19

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

1 Jn 2:1-5

A reading from the first letter of St John
Jesus Christ is the sacrifice that takes away our sins and those of the whole world

I am writing this, my children, to stop you sinning; but if
anyone should sin, we have our advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ, who is just; he is the sacrifice that
takes our sins away, and not only ours, but the whole
world’s. We can be sure that we know God only by keeping
his commandments. Anyone who says, ‘I know him’, and
does not keep his commandments, is a liar, refusing to
admit the truth. But when anyone does obey what he has
said, God’s love comes to perfection in him.

You have killed the prince of life; God, however, raised him from the dead.

Peter said to the people: ‘You are Israelites, and it is the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our
ancestors, who has glorified his servant Jesus, the same
Jesus you handed over and then disowned in the presence
of Pilate, after Pilate had decided to release him. It was you
who accused the Holy One, the Just One, you who
demanded the reprieve of a murderer while you killed
the prince of life. God, however, raised him from the
dead, and to that fact we are the witnesses.
‘Now I know, brothers, that neither you nor your
leaders had any idea what you were really doing;
this was the way God carried out what he had foretold, when he said through all his prophets that his
Christ would suffer. Now you must repent and turn
to God, so that your sins may be wiped out.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 4:2. 4. 7. 9. R. v.7

(R.) Lord, let your face shine on us. OR Alleluia!
1. When I call, answer me, O God of justice; from
anguish you released me, have mercy and hear
me! (R.)
2. It is the Lord who grants favours to those whom
he loves; the Lord hears me whenever I call him.
(R.)
3. ‘What can bring us happiness?’ many say. Lift up
the light of your face on us, O Lord. (R.)
4. ‘I will lie down in peace and sleep comes at
once, for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.
(R.)

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English
Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL).
All rights reserved.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Gospel Acclamation

See Lk 24:32

Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us: make our
hearts burn with love when you speak.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Lk 24:35-48

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

It was written that the Christ would suffer & on the third day rise from the dead.

The disciples told their story of what had happened on
the road and how they had recognised Jesus at the
breaking of bread.
They were still talking about all this when Jesus
himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace
be with you!’ In a state of alarm and fright, they
thought they were seeing a ghost. But he said, ‘Why
are you so agitated, and why are these doubts rising
in your hearts? Look at my hands and feet; yes, it is I
indeed. Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has
no flesh and bones as you can see I have.’ And as he
said this he showed them his hands and feet. Their joy
was so great that they could not believe it, and they
stood dumbfounded; so he said to them, ‘Have you
anything here to eat?’ And they offered him a piece of
grilled fish, which he took and ate before their eyes.
Then he told them, ‘This is what I meant when I said,
while I was still with you, that everything written about
me in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and in the
Psalms, has to be fulfilled.’ He then opened their
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to
them, ‘So you see how it is written that the Christ
would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,
and that, in his name, repentance for the forgiveness
of sins would be preached to all the nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.’

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

The Regina Coeli (Queen of Heaven) in English
Prayer of the Faithful

Leader: Flowing with the joy of the resurrection, we offer all
our needs and the needs of our community to our Father
and our God.
Reader: We pray for a new spirit of mercy and forgiveness
in the world. May ancient enmities be set aside, and all
vengefulness renounced.
(pause). We pray.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the church. May it confess its sinful
betrayals of the gospel and be reborn in integrity of heart.
(pause) We pray.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for countries still ravaged by unchecked
COVID infections. May a just distribution of vaccines bring
the disease under control.
(pause). We pray.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those baptised in the waters of the
Easter font. May they take their place in the community of
faith and share in its mission.
(pause). We pray
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for our children in the local community,
that they will be taught the love and selflessness of Christ’s
sacrifice upon the cross and the way to live in the light of
the resurrection.
(pause). We pray.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that the those who have lost loved ones
will experience resurrection joy in the knowledge that the
gates to the kingdom of heaven are open.
(pause). We pray.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia.
R. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia.
V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia.
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia.
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.
R. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.
Let us pray.
O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of
Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant we beseech Thee, that
through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we
may obtain the joys of everlasting life.
Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Regina Coeli in Latin
V. Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia.
R. Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia.
V. Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia.
R. Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia.
V. Gaude et laetare, Virgo Maria, alleluia.
R. Quia surrexit Dominus vere, alleluia
Oremus.
Deus, qui per resurrectionem Filii tui, Domini nostri Iesu
Christi, mundum laetificare dignatus es: praesta, quaesumus;
ut per eius Genetricem Virginem Mariam, perpetuae
capiamus gaudia vitae.
Per eundem Christum Dominum nostrum.
Amen

Leader: Loving Father, we ask that you hear our prayer and
grant our petitions, as we continue to remember the true
meaning of Easter. In the power of the Spirit and the name
of your obedient Son, the Lord Jesus.
All: Amen

Offertory Antiphon

Ps 145:2

(R.) Praise the Lord, O my soul all my life. I will praise
the Lord, I will sing praise to my God as long as I shall
live, alleluia.
1. Blessed is he who has the God of Jacob as his helper,
whose hope is in the Lord his God. (R.)
2. Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all things that
are in them. (R.)

Communion Antiphon

Lk 24:46-47

(R.) The Christ had to suffer and on the third day rise
from the dead; in his name repentance and remission
of sins must be preached to all the nations, alleluia.
1.This is the day which the Lord has made let us be glad
and rejoice there-in. (R.)

2. Your are my God and I will praise you, you are my God
and I will exalt you. (R.)

St. Mark’s Parish:

United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

SING ALLELIUA!
Augustine says rightly,
‘Singing is for one who loves’.
And there is also an ancient proverb:
‘Whoever sings well prays twice over’.

St. Mark’s
Catholic Women’s League
Annual Mother’s Day Raffle:
On Sale at all Masses
Weekends of
24 | 25 April & 1 | 2 May

St. Mark’s St Vincent de Paul Society has
joined with our local branch of the Catholic
Women’s League to assist them in raising
funds for the Vinnies NSW, Flood Appeal.
Tickets at $1:00 each or 6 for $5:00 will be
on sale at all Masses. Prizes to be won!

Dear Lord,
We ask that you be present in this space.
Lord, as we prepare for the coming of a new term make
us ready, attentive and available to hear you.
Thank You for the gift of being able to rise each day with
the assurance that You walk through it with us.
Thank You for the gifts of creativity and uniqueness, and
the energy to put them to good use.
May all that we are today, all that we try to do today, may
all our encounters, reflections, even the frustrations and
failings all be place in your hands.
May the work we do and the way we do it, bring new
hope, new life, and courage to all we come in contact
with this semester. We thank you, Lord.
We make this prayer through Christ Our Lord, Amen.
Sydney Male Choir “The Awakening” Concert
The Sydney Male Choir “The Awakening” Concert which will be
held on Sunday 2 May 2021 at 2:00pm at St Brigid's Catholic
Church, Coogee. Find out more: www.sydneymalechoir.com

God our Father, You formed and
created us in your image and
likeness! When sin destroyed the
original beauty and goodness of
human being, You sent your Son to
make all things new once again.
We present to you, the wounded
Nation of Myanmar; Which you
have adorned with beauty and the
wealth of natural resources.
We thank you for the gift of young
people who courageously up hold
the truth and freedom; They stand
firm against the evil that threaten
their future and dignity. Let their
courage be for us, an inspiration to
live out our life more meaningfully.
Lord, send down your Spirit to
renew the entire Nation.
Gracious Father, give wisdom and
courage to all who are working
hard to restore the Nation
especially, be with the young who
take their future in their own hands,
so that your Fatherly providence be
praised and glorified
now and forever!
Amen

Ex-Students Reunion: St Brigidine’s College, Randwick
The reunion will be held on Sunday, May 2 at 1.30pm in the old
hall near the Quadrangle at the College. Afternoon tea and lots of
chat make this a great time to renew old friendships and bring
back memories. Please pass this invitation to any former students
you may know.
To book (for catering), contact Dianne Mullin on 0499 325 823
Social Justice Survey
The Justice and Peace Office is an agency of the Catholic
Archdiocese of Sydney which promotes, justice, peace ecology
and development according to the social teaching of the Catholic
Church. To better undertake our work, which includes
supporting parish social justice groups to engage in charitable
and social justice works, we would like to find out what issues
are of most concern to the people in our parishes. If you could
take a few minutes to fill out the survey at this link, we would
appreciate it: https://forms.gle/ButTM6mZMmpTkCoD9. If you
have any questions please email jpoinfo@sydneycatholic.org.

Dates for the Diary
Fr Michael visited George on his 100th Birthday
on Wednesday to celebrate with him.

† Monday 19 April
We welcome all our students back to school for Term 2.
† Friday 23 April 8:00am
Mass of Feast of Saint George
† Friday 23 April 7:30pm
40 hours of adoration for Vocations begins St Joachim’s
† Friday 23 April by 3.00pm
First Holy Communion applications to be returned.
† Sunday 25 April all Masses
Anzac Day falls on this Sunday and our liturgies will
remember the fallen.
† Sunday 25 April all Masses
World day of Prayer for Vocations Sunday
“I am the Good Shepherd says the Lord”.
† Saturday 24 | Sunday 25 April all Masses
CWL Annual Mother’s Day Raffle tickets on sale at all Masses.
† Sunday 25 April all Masses
World Day of Prayer for Vocations

† Sunday 25 April to 1 May
National Vocations Awareness Week
† Monday 26 April 8:00am
Mass of Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist
† Tuesday 27 April 7:30pm
First Holy Communion Parent’s Information Zoom session.
† Thursday 29 April 9:30am
Mass of Saint Catherine of Sienna
† Friday 28 April 8:00am
Feast of St Peter Chanel Patron Saint of Oceania Mass
† Friday 30 April from 11.30am
St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League lunch & meeting.

At St Mark’s the Saturday Vigil and all Sunday
Masses will be dedicated to remember the fallen.
Canada Bay Council have advise a dawn service will
be held at the Pavilion of Honour in Queen
Elizabeth Park, Concord at 5am on
Sunday, 25 April 2021.
Please RSVP your spot by booking a ticket here.
Or visit https://www.canadabay.nsw.gov.au/
event/anzac-day-dawn-service

† Saturday 1 | Sunday 2 May all Masses
CWL Annual Mother’s Day Raffle tickets on sale at all Masses
† Sunday 2 May 10:30am
Year 3 family Mass - all welcome
† Monday 3 May 8:00am
Mass of Saints Philip and James, Apostles
† Tuesday 4 May 7.00pm
Session 1 First Holy Communion
† Thursday 6 May 8:30am
St Mark’s Primary Mass for Mother’s Day
† Thursday 6 May 7.00pm
Session 1 First Holy Communion

† Friday 7 May 8:00am
First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
following 8:00am Mass

Register to attend Mass on
- St Mark’s Website www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Register with trybooking before
3pm
REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL

In our thoughts this Eastertide Season
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick
members of our community: Joseph Suc Bui, Mare Sisic,
Gemma Tambasco, Nikola Butorac, Baby Fletcher, Chris Huie
Patricia Ficarra, Rosa Petrino, Heather Burbidge, Rocco Zoccali,
Wendy Madden, Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni,
Meagan Ficarra and Lina Giannandrea and all St. Mark’s

Weekday Masses:
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 9:30am
Wednesday - 7:30am & 6:30pm
Thursday 9:30am
Friday 8:00am
Saturday 12pm Mass
The Sacrament of Penance Saturday 11.00am - 11.55am

community members unwell at this time.
Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:
Bernice Minns, Sr Joan Sexton, Daniel Lao, Joan Burlew OAM,
Maria Zoccali, Martino San Kap, Agatha Than Aye, Daniel Lao,
Carmelus San Win Naing, Pauline Brown, George Brown and
Victoria Sejkora.
Recently Deceased: Wilhelm Peer, Cardinal Edward Cassidy,
Fr Reg Wilson, Fr Michael McCarthy, Aileen Gardiner,
Tamara Case, Sr Carmel Clancy P.V.B.M. and
Archbishop Cyprian Kizito Lwanga (Archbishop of Kampala).
We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers to their
families. May they rest in peace.

Do you know of anyone who is sick and in need of prayer or
pastoral care? Please advise the parish office.
It is with sadness the death of his eminence
Edward Idris Cardinal Cassidy AC, who will be
known and remembered fondly by many. Cardinal
Cassidy was 96 years of age, born in Sydney, he
was a seminarian at St Columba’s College,
Springwood and was ordained to the priesthood on 23 July
1949 in St Mary's Cathedral by Cardinal Gilroy.
The then Fr Cassidy volunteered to transfer to the Diocese of
Wagga Wagga and in January 1950 was assigned to the
small parish of Yenda. Completing his doctorate in Canon
Law at the Lateran in 1955, he joined the Vatican
Diplomatic Corps that same year. Serving in nunciatures in
India, Ireland, and Portugal, he was later named Apostolic
Pro-Nuncio to the Republic of China (1970) and
Bangladesh (1973), Apostolic Delegate to Southern Africa
and Apostolic Pro-Nuncio to Lesotho (1979), and Apostolic
Pro-Nuncio to the Netherlands (1984). In 1988 he was
appointed Substitute (or Deputy Head) of the Vatican
Secretariat of State and in 1989 appointed president of the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity.

.

Weekend Masses:
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday - 9:00am,
10:30am & 6:00pm
Registration is essential
MASKS ARE HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED AT
CHURCH
QR CODE ON ENTRY

No offertory! One by product of COVID is our collection bowls
are not passed around. How long can our Church go on without
receiving your donations?
We have collection bowls at the centre and entrance of the
Church for your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray
machines at our entrance for your cards. There are Green Cards
for parishioners to fill in for a tax deduction on the donation.
We thank you for your kindness and donation.
First Collection: is for the Priests.
Second Collection: is for the running of the Parish.

May the soul of Cardinal “Bill” Cassidy now rest in peace.

In considering the Church as ‘the home of the word’, attention
must first be given to the sacred liturgy, for the liturgy is the
privileged setting in which God speaks to us in the midst of
our lives; he speaks today to his people, who hear and
respond. Verbum Domini (2010) 52

Charlie Robert
Davies

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know have been abused, please contact
the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

Parish Priest: Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV
Priest in Residence: Fr Denis Minns OP Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm Mass is a recorded Mass and only ministers will be filmed.
Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone,
and no photography during the Masses. Thank you

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.
Gospel Reflection This week we again see something of the quirky nature of the selection of readings for the Sunday

lectionary. This passage from the gospel of Luke immediately follows the magnificent story of the road to Emmaus and the
risen Jesus’ appearance to two disciples. Rather than hearing that story we have this account that follows; an account that
is very similar to the passage of last week in which Jesus appeared to the gathered disciples and dispelled the doubts of
Thomas. This week’s reading is almost identical except that it does not place the blame of doubt on just one single
disciple. Why select this reading as opposed to the Emmaus story? Perhaps the decision focused on the fact that this
passage shows the risen Jesus appearing to all of the disciples and not just two.
However, what this account gives us that last week’s account from the gospel of John did not, is a powerful message
about understanding scripture. In the final verses of the passage, Jesus reveals to the disciples that his presence with
them is what he’d been talking about when he’d spoken about the fulfilment of the scriptures. And then, ‘He opened their
minds to understand the scriptures.’ This is an important gospel indication that the scriptures are to be read for
understanding and for meaning. It is an imperative that we delve into the scriptures and look for meaning rather than a
surface, literal interpretation that is prominent in much of society today. When we only read the scriptures ‘literally’ i.e.
accepting the exact wording as literally true, we deny the depth and breadth of the scriptural messages that are conveyed
through image, metaphor, irony and other forms of figurative speech as well as ignoring the rich contextual information
that is often hidden within and behind the text. Jesus’ enlightenment of the disciples makes plain the importance of
‘understanding’ scripture not just blindly accepting it.

Scriptural context – Post-resurrection accounts: All four gospels include post-resurrection appearances of the

risen Jesus. The gospel of Mark – historically, the first written – gives the briefest account of the resurrection discovery
and it is only in a later addition to the gospel that a post-resurrection account appears. However, by the time the gospel of
John was written, some 20-30 years later, the theological importance of the resurrection had gained more significance as
it became more obvious that Jesus’ return to the world was not going to happen within the foreseeable future. The gospel
of John devotes two whole chapters to the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus.

Have you thought? Is ‘Literal’ wrong? Is there really something intrinsically wrong about a literal interpretation of

scripture? Not at all! It is indeed an essential tool of any scriptural interpretation. It is of course important that we first and
foremost understand the text as it is written – we have to have a literal understanding of the words that are used and what
they mean. The problem arises when this is as far as we go. If we stop at this stage then we are shutting ourselves off
from the richness of the scriptures. If we fail to dig below the surface then we are denying ourselves the opportunity of
scrutinising our lives in the light of the scripture.

Gospel Focus – Peace be with you! When Jesus appears in the midst of the disciples, his first words to them are,

‘Peace be with you!’ His appearance among them obviously agitated the disciples who were already hiding, in fear of their
lives and devastated by the loss of their leader days earlier. Jesus’ calming and reassuring words, ‘Peace be with you!’
recognise the reality of what state the disciples are in. The words demonstrate that Jesus is meeting the disciples ‘where
they are’ – he recognises their distress and fear and responds with words that accept what they’re feeling but reassure
them of his love and care. They are words that Jesus speaks to us too!

Questions

Q. What elements of this passage do you find surprising, challenging or comforting?

Q. What message do you take from Jesus’ words, ‘Peace be with you!’?
Q. Why do you think the gospel writer emphasises the ‘physical’ nature of Jesus’ resurrection?

© Greg Sunter

St Joachim’s Parish in Lidcombe is hosting 40 Hours for Vocations
from 7:30pm on Friday 23 April until 9am on Sunday 25 April.
You are invited to pray for an hour during this time to help
young men and women answer God’s call to a vocation to the
priesthood or consecrated life.
The event will conclude with a Mass for Vocations celebrated
by Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP at 10:00am on Sunday 25
April which is Good Shepherd Sunday.
There will be opportunities for Confession, communal and personal prayer and guided
reflections before the Blessed Sacrament.
Sign up for an hour of prayer here: https://www.vocationcentre.org.au/events/40-hours-for-vocations-5/ and invite your family
and friends to participate via the dedicated Facebook page: https://fb.me/e/1hRJOo4qu

$2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER

* Archibald biography is ‘Portrait of a Legend’
* Parents: The next ‘I am trans’ email could be for you
* Aussie cardinal shaped history
* John Brennan: The godfather of radio
* Way of the Man: Men’s ministry dates

Welcome to 2021
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You are required to Register to attend ALL MASSES on the parish website - numbers restrictions apply.
You are required to register when attending any event in the Parish Centre.
You will need to use the Services NSW QR Code to register when you enter the Church. A different QR code is used when
you enter the Parish Centre.
You will need to have the Services NSW App on your phone.
Please help us by registering with your Smart Phone with the QR Code when you come to Mass or enter the Parish Centre.
We realise that some people do not have a Smart phone, contact the Parish Centre to register for Mass.
It is IMPORTANT that EVERYONE who enters the Church registers, QR Code and sanitisers.
Masks are no longer Mandatory however are highly recommended.
Please do not become complacent and make sure you continue to be vigilant.
Following ALL MASSES we ask for assistance in cleaning our pews and Church.

