Peace be with you!
“Seeing is believing” many say in this scientific age. Yet we are fascinated with magicians and illusionists.
Thomas in the gospel is definite in his rejections of the testimonies of his brothers and sisters about the
Resurrection and appearances of the Risen Jesus after his death and burial. Some people seek empirical
evidence of the existence and Resurrection of Jesus and seek to have this verified in a factual way. It is difficult
to evidence in a modern way the events and experience of the early believers and yet the experience of the
early believers is profound and life changing.
The gift of faith is a mysterious reality. Why do some believe and others not, even in the same family or
friendship group. Some people seem to be gifted with indomitable faith which never wavers or is shaken, while
others struggle every moment to believe and have confidence and trust in God. The first words of the Risen
Lord to his confused and frightened disciples and Apostles are “Peace be with you”. Three times he announces
his presence with these words and gives them the gift of the Holy Spirit with the power, in his name, to forgive
sins. His presence invokes in Thomas, some commentators would say, is the pinnacle of John’s Gospel, the
words of deep faith in who Jesus is “My Lord and my God”.
It is very important to nourish and nurture our faith through the prayerful readings of the scriptures, sharing of
our faith with others, developing our faith through study and prayer, celebrating the Sacraments and being
faithful to common worship where we are supported and encouraged. We remember and pray the words of
the Lord at the end of today’s Gospel “Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed”. Jn 20:31
Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,
Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest

The Regina Coeli
(Queen of Heaven )
V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice,
alleluia.
R. For He whom you did merit to bear,
alleluia.
V. Has risen, as he said,
alleluia.
R. Pray for us to God,
alleluia.
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary,
alleluia.
R. For the Lord has truly risen,
alleluia.
Let us pray.
O God, who gave joy to the world
through the resurrection of Thy Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ, grant we beseech
Thee, that through the intercession of
the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we may
obtain the joys of everlasting life.
Through the same Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Regina Coeli (Latin)
V. Regina caeli, laetare,
alleluia.
R. Quia quem meruisti portare,
alleluia.
V. Resurrexit, sicut dixit,
alleluia.
R. Ora pro nobis Deum,
alleluia.
V. Gaude et laetare, Virgo Maria,
alleluia.
R. Quia surrexit Dominus vere,
alleluia
Oremus.
Deus, qui per resurrectionem Filii tui,
Domini nostri Iesu Christi, mundum
laetificare dignatus es: praesta,
quaesumus; ut per eius Genetricem
Virginem Mariam, perpetuae capiamus
gaudia vitae.
Per eundem Christum Dominum
nostrum.
Amen

Second Reading
Entrance Antiphon

4 Esdr 2:36-37

(R.) Receive the joy of your glory, giving thanks to God,
who has called you into the heavenly kingdom, alleluia.
1) Sing joyfully to God our helper, shout in triumph to the
God of Jacob.

2) Take up a melody and sound the timbrel, blow the
trumpet at the new moon on our solemnity.

First Reading

Acts 4:32-35

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
The whole group was united, heart and soul.

The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul;
no one claimed for his own use anything that he had, as
everything they owned was held in common.
The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus with great power, and they were all given great
respect. None of their members was ever in want, as all
those who owned land or houses would sell them, and
bring the money from them, to present it to the
apostles; it was then distributed to any members who
might be in need.

Responsorial Psalm

1 Jn 5:1-6

A reading from the first letter of St John

Anyone begotten by God has already overcome the world.

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has been
begotten by God; and whoever loves the Father that begot
him loves the child whom he begets.
We can be sure that we love God’s children if we love God
himself and do what he has commanded us; this is what
loving God is – keeping his commandments; and his
commandments are not difficult, because anyone who has
been begotten by God has already overcome the world;
this is the victory over the world – our faith.
Who can overcome the world? Only the man who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God; Jesus Christ who came by
water and blood, not with water only, but with water and
blood; with the Spirit as another witness – since the Spirit is
the truth.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 20:29

Alleluia, alleluia!
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen
me; happy are those who have not seen me, but still
believe! Alleluia!

Ps 117:2-4. 15-18. 22-24. R.

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting.
1.Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’
Let the sons of Aaron say: ‘His love has no end.’
Let those who fear the Lord say: ‘His love has no
end.’ (R.)
2. The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; his right
hand raised me up. I shall not die, I shall live and
recount his deeds. I was punished, I was punished
by the Lord, but not doomed to die. (R.)
3. The stone which the builders rejected has
become the corner stone. This is the work of the
Lord, a marvel in our eyes. This day was made by
the Lord; we rejoice and are glad. (R.)
v.1(R.)

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English
Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL).
All rights reserved.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Gospel

Jn 20:19-31

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
After eight days, Jesus came in and stood among them.

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the
week, the doors were closed in the room where the
disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and
stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with
you,’ and showed them his hands and his side. The
disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord,
and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.’
‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on them and said:
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you
forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you
retain, they are retained.’
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve,
was not with them when Jesus came. When the
disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered,
‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his
hands and can put my finger into the holes they made,
and unless I can put my hand into his side,
I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were
in the house again and Thomas was with them. The
doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood
among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he
spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are
my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side.
Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: ‘You believe
because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and
the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this
book. These are recorded so that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing this you may have life through his name.

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful

Leader: We pray that the whole community of the Church,
led by Pope Francis and our Bishops, will remain faithful to
the teaching of the apostles and spread the Good News
through the witness of their own lives.
Reader: We pray that the peace of our Risen Lord may
spread through our world today and inspire world leaders to
work for peace and justice, particularly in the post – pandemic economic difficulties.
(pause). We pray.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that all who assemble in fear, especially
those who face political persecution, may know peace.
(pause) We pray.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

Reader: We pray that divine mercy may wash away the
doubt of all who reject the Lord and his resurrected life.
(pause). We pray.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that those called to be part of the Plenary
Council will follow Christ who said to Thomas, ‘Doubt no
longer, but believe.’
(pause). We pray
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for children, families and teachers on
school holidays. May they enjoy a safe and refreshing
break.
(pause). We pray.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that the those who have lost loved ones
will experience resurrection joy in the knowledge that the
gates to the kingdom of heaven are open.
(pause). We pray.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Leader: Father of Infinite Mercy, we offer our prayers
knowing in faith that in your goodness you will answer us
through the power of the Spirit. We rejoice because we
believe that the Risen Christ lives & reigns for ever & ever.
All: Amen

Offertory Antiphon

Mt 2 8: 2. 5. 6

(R.) The angel of the Lord came down from heaven and
said to the women “The One whom you seek has risen
as he said he would” alleluia.
1. The stone which the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing and it is wonderful in
our eyes. (R.)

2. You are my God and I will praise you, you are my God
and I will exalt you. (R.)

Communion Antiphon

Cf. Jn 20:27

(R.) Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and
do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia.
1.O praise the Lord for he is good, for his mercy endures
forever. (R.)

2. This is the day which the Lord has made; let us be glad
and rejoice there-in. (R.)

The Divine Mercy message is one we can call to mind by
remembering ABC.
1) Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to approach Him in
prayer constantly, repenting of our sins and asking Him
to pour His mercy out upon us and the whole world.
2) Be merciful. God wants us to receive His mercy and
let it flow through us to others. He wants us to extend
love and forgiveness to others just as He does to us.
3) Completely trust in Jesus. God want us to know that
the graces of His mercy are dependent upon our trust.
The more we trust in Jesus, the more we will receive.
The conditions for the plenary indulgence are:
1) Sacramental Confession, Eucharistic communion, and
prayer for the intentions of the Pope.
2) Have a spirit that is completely detached from the
affection for a sin, even a venial sin, take part in the
prayers and devotions held in honour of Divine Mercy
or, in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament exposed or
reserved in the tabernacle, recite the Our Father, and the
Creed, adding a devout prayer to the merciful Lord Jesus
(e.g. Merciful Jesus, I trust in You)

Divine Mercy Sunday 11 April, 12pm - 4pm
St Ambrose Parish Church
2 Burke Street, Concord West
Principal Celebrant: Most Rev Terence Brady
12pm: Holy Rosary, Divine Mercy Devotion,
Adoration & Confession
1pm: Procession, Solemn Blessing, Talk, Veneration
& Benediction
3pm: Holy Mass - the Feast of Mercy - known as
Divine Mercy Sunday
You are invited to bring your Divine Mercy image
for a special blessing and a red rose for our Lord
Jesus. St Faustina 1st Class Relic is available for
veneration. We recommend you go to Confession
before Divine Mercy Sunday.

St. Mark’s Parish:

United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together, Growing in Faith.

© Copyright - Libreria Editrice Vaticana

Dear Brothers and Sisters, a good, happy and peaceful Easter!
Today, throughout the world, the Church’s proclamation resounds: “Jesus, who was crucified, has risen as he said. Alleluia!”
The Easter message does not offer us a mirage or reveal a magic formula. It does not point to an escape from the difficult
situation we are experiencing. The pandemic is still spreading, while the social and economic crisis remains severe, especially
for the poor. Nonetheless – and this is scandalous – armed conflicts have not ended and military arsenals are being
strengthened. That is today’s scandal.
In the face of, or better, in the midst of this complex reality, the Easter message speaks concisely of the event that gives us
the hope that does not disappoint: “Jesus who was crucified has risen”. It speaks to us not about angels or ghosts, but about a
man, a man of flesh and bone, with a face and a name: Jesus. The Gospel testifies that this Jesus, crucified under Pontius Pilate
for claiming he was the Christ, the Son of God, rose on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, just as he had foretold
to his disciples.
The crucified Jesus, none other, has risen from the dead. God the Father raised Jesus, his Son, because he fully
accomplished his saving will. Jesus took upon himself our weakness, our infirmities, even our death. He endured our sufferings
and bore the weight of our sins. Because of this, God the Father exalted him and now Jesus Christ lives forever; he is the Lord.
The witnesses report an important detail: the risen Jesus bears the marks of the wounds in his hands, feet and side. These
wounds are the everlasting seal of his love for us. All those who experience a painful trial in body or spirit can find refuge in
these wounds and, through them, receive the grace of the hope that does not disappoint.
The risen Christ is hope for all who continue to suffer from the pandemic, both the sick and those who have lost a loved
one. May the Lord give them comfort and sustain the valiant efforts of doctors and nurses. Everyone, especially the most
vulnerable among us, requires assistance and has the right to have access to necessary care. This is even more evident in these
times when all of us are called to combat the pandemic. Vaccines are an essential tool in this fight. I urge the entire
international community, in a spirit of global responsibility, to commit to overcoming delays in the distribution of vaccines and
to facilitate their distribution, especially in the poorest countries.
The crucified and risen Lord is comfort for those who have lost their jobs or experience serious economic difficulties and lack
adequate social protection. May he inspire public authorities to act so that everyone, especially families in greatest need, will
be offered the assistance needed for a decent standard of living. Sadly, the pandemic has dramatically increased the number of
the poor and the despair of thousands of people.
“The poor of every kind must begin once more to hope”. Saint John Paul II spoke these words during his visit to Haiti. It is
precisely to the beloved Haitian people that my thoughts turn in these days. I urge them not to be overwhelmed by difficulties,
but to look to the future with confidence and hope. And my thoughts turn especially to you, my dear Haitian brothers and
sisters. I am close to you and I want a definitive resolution to your problems. I am praying for this, dear Haitian brothers and
sisters.
The risen Jesus is also hope for all those young people forced to go long periods without attending school or university, or
spending time with their friends. Experiencing real human relationships, not just virtual relationships, is something that
everyone needs, especially at an age when a person’s character and personality is being formed. We realized this clearly last
Friday, in the Stations of the Cross composed by the children. I express my closeness to young people throughout the world
and, in these days, especially to the young people of Myanmar committed to supporting democracy and making their voices
heard peacefully, in the knowledge that hatred can be dispelled only by love.
May the light of the risen Jesus be a source of rebirth for migrants fleeing from war and extreme poverty. Let us recognize
in their faces the marred and suffering face of the Lord as he walked the path to Calvary. May they never lack concrete signs of
solidarity and human fraternity, a pledge of the victory of life over death that we celebrate on this day. I thank the nations that
generously receive people who are suffering and seeking refuge. Lebanon and Jordan in particular are taking in many refugees
who have fled from the conflict in Syria.
May the people of Lebanon, who are undergoing times of difficulty and uncertainty, experience the consolation of the
Risen Lord and find support from the international community in their vocation to be a land of encounter, coexistence and
pluralism. May Christ our peace finally bring an end to the clash of arms in beloved and war-torn Syria, where millions of people
are presently living in inhumane conditions; in Yemen, whose situation has met with a deafening and scandalous silence;and in
Libya, where at last there is hope that a decade of bloody strife and clashes may come to an end. May all parties involved
commit themselves effectively to ending conflicts and allowing war-weary peoples to live in peace and to begin the
reconstruction of their respective countries.
The Resurrection naturally takes us to Jerusalem. On Jerusalem we ask the Lord to grant peace and security (cf. Ps 122), so
that it can embrace its calling to be a place of encounter where all can see one another as brothers and sisters, and where
Israelis and Palestinians will rediscover the power of dialogue for reaching a stable solution that will enable the two states to
dwell side by side in peace and prosperity.
Dear brothers and sisters, once again this year, in various places many Christians have celebrated Easter under severe
restrictions and, at times, without being able to attend liturgical celebrations. We pray that those restrictions, as well as all
restrictions on freedom of worship and religion worldwide, may be lifted and everyone be allowed to pray and praise God
freely. Amid the many hardships we are enduring, let us never forget that we have been healed by the wounds of Christ (cf. 1
Pet 2:24). In the light of the Risen Lord, our sufferings are now transfigured. Where there was death, now there is life. Where
there was mourning, now there is consolation. In embracing the cross, Jesus bestowed meaning on our sufferings and now we
pray that the benefits of that healing will spread throughout the world. A good, happy and serene Easter to all of you!
\

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)
AN INVITATION THAT NEVER ENDS

* Have you been worshiping with us, but never
officially taken the step to become Catholic?
*Have you been away from the Church, and have
now returned, but want to know more?
*Have you been a Catholic all your life, but never
celebrated all the Sacraments of Initiation
(Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist)?
* Have you joined us from a different background
and would like to find out more about the Catholic
Church?
If you answer YES to any of these questions, you are
invited to find out more through process called the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).
It is a journey that begins with your questions. There
is no obligation to join us as you discover more
about your Catholic faith. The decision is ultimately
yours to discern if this is to be your spiritual home.
The invitation is always open contact the parish
office when you are read!
On behalf of the Catholic community of St. Marks,
we look forward to welcoming you.

Dates for the Diary
† Thursday 15 April - following 9:30am Mass
St Mark’s Morning Prayer Group - Parish Centre
† Monday 19 April
We welcome all our students back to school for Term 2.
† Friday 23 April 8:00am
Mass of Feast of Saint George

† Friday 23 April by 3.00pm
First Holy Communion applications to be returned.
† Sunday 25 April all Masses
Anzac Day falls on this Sunday and our liturgies will
remember the fallen.
† Sunday 25 April all Masses
World Day of Prayer for Vocations
† Sunday 25 April to 1 May
National Vocations Awareness Week
† Monday 26 April 8:00am
Mass of Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist
† Tuesday 27 April 7:30pm
First Holy Communion Parent’s Information Zoom session.
† Thursday 29 April 9:30am
Mass of Saint Catherine of Sienna
† Friday 28 April 8:00am
Feast of St Peter Chanel Patron Saint of Oceania Mass
† Friday 30 April from 11.30am
St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League meeting.
† Sunday 2 May 10:30am
Year 3 family Mass - all welcome
† Monday 3 May 8:00am
Mass of Saints Philip and James, Apostles
† Tuesday 4 May 7.00pm
Session 1 First Holy Communion
† Thursday 6 May 8:30am
St Mark’s Primary Mass for Mother’s Day
† Thursday 6 May 7.00pm
Session 1 First Holy Communion
† Friday 7 May 8:00am
First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
following 8:00am Massm

- ST MARK’S MORNING PRAYER GROUP Join us from Thursday 15 April at 10:00am

Hosted by Maria
- PARISH CENTRE - PRAYER & MORNING TEA - ALL WELCOME -

Register to attend Mass on
- St Mark’s Website www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Register with trybooking before
3pm
REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL

In our thoughts this Eastertide Season
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick
members of our community: Gemma Tambasco, Mare Sisic,
Fr Michael McCarthy, Fr Reg Wilson, Nikola Butorac,
Baby Fletcher, Patricia Ficarra, Rosa Petrino, Heather Burbidge,
Wendy Madden, Rocco Zoccali, Patricia Ryan, Chris Huie,
Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra, Lina Giannandrea and all

St. Mark’s community members unwell at this time.
Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:
Bernice Minns, Sr Joan Sexton, Daniel Lao, Joan Burlew OAM,
Maria Zoccali, Martino San Kap, Agatha Than Aye, Carmelus
San Win Naing, Daniel Lao, Pauline Brown, George Brown,
Giovanni Pinto, Lucia Scioscia, Victoria Sejkora, Rosetta Rubino,
Mick Spata, Milan Viskovich and Margaret Maunsell,
Recently Deceased: Alieen Gardiner, Mrs Veronica Wanjiru,
Archbishop Cyprian Kizito Lwanga (Archbishop of Kampala),
Umberto Zumini, Sr Carmel Clancy P.V.B.M and Tamara Case.
We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers to their
families. May they rest in peace.

Do you know of anyone who is sick and in need of prayer or
pastoral care? Please advise the parish office.
Heart to Action:
Eastertide season calls us to be Alleluia people!
Give witness to Christ’s resurrection by being a person full of:
awe, awareness, balance, peace, possibility, presence, respect,
vitality, wonder and zest.

Fr Michael, Fr Denis and Fr John extend their heartfelt
thanks for making Holy Week and Easter Sunday such a
success for the glory of God. We celebrated the sacraments
with over 2000 people, allowing Christ to show through
your joy. Thank you to the liturgy team, our monitors and
welcomers, our musicians and singers, our ministers of the
word, altar servers and the smiling faces of all parishioners
who welcomed our return to the Church.
May the light of the Risen Lord Shine upon you and your
family. Please continue to pray that the Holy Spirit continues
to bless our parish, convert hearts and guide us all.

Weekend Masses:
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday - 9:00am,
10:30am & 6:00pm

Weekday Masses:
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 9:30am
Wednesday - 7:30am & 6:30pm
Thursday 9:30am
Friday 8:00am
Saturday 12pm Mass
The Sacrament of Penance Saturday 11.00am - 11.55am

.

Registration is essential
MASKS ARE HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED AT
CHURCH
QR CODE ON ENTRY

No offertory! One by product of COVID is our collection bowls
are not passed around. How long can our Church go on without
receiving your donations?
We have collection bowls at the centre and entrance of the
Church for your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray
machines at our entrance for your cards. There are Green Cards
for parishioners to fill in for a tax deduction on the donation.
We thank you for your kindness and donation.
First Collection: is for the Priests.
Second Collection: is for the running of the Parish.

Gianna
Leonard,
&
Eugenio
Euclides Agrillo

He is Risen! Alleluia!

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know have been abused, please contact
the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

Parish Priest: Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV
Priest in Residence: Fr Denis Minns OP Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm Mass is a recorded Mass and only ministers will be filmed.
Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone,
and no photography during the Masses. Thank you

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.
Gospel Reflection Because the focus of this week’s gospel passage is usually placed on poor old doubting Thomas,

we sometimes overlook the way the passage begins. The disciples are huddled in a room, ‘for fear of the Jews’. Just a
couple of weeks earlier they had been on top of the world. Jesus was enormously popular with the people, and the
disciples, by association, were caught up in that affection. Their man, the one they had chosen to follow, was making
waves and stirring the authorities – thumbing his nose at the rules. This, of course, made the disciples feel good to be
around Jesus. However, in the space of just a few short days, their world had turned upside down. They’d gone from riding
the crest of a wave to being utterly dumped! They were cowering in a closed up room, afraid for their lives in case those
who handed Jesus over for death came for them as well. They’d already had an experience of the resurrected Jesus yet
they were still hiding and afraid. Into this fear and uncertainty steps Jesus who says, ‘Peace be with you’. It is a reminder
of Jesus calming the storm out on the lake – in the midst of turmoil and anxiety he brings peace and calm.
Thomas has received a pretty bad rap for the last 2000 years, forever labelled as ‘Doubting Thomas’ because he wasn’t
prepared to take someone else’s word for the fact that Jesus had risen. However, despite his demand for evidence, once
Jesus is before him, he abandons all his thoughts about placing his fingers in the wounds and proclaims, ‘My Lord and my
God!’ This is an absolutely extraordinary statement of faith. For the very first time, someone recognises Jesus, not as
Messiah, prophet or Lord, but as God.

Historical Context – My Lord and my God This extraordinarily clear statement of belief about the divinity of Jesus

appears nowhere else in any of the four gospels. Why does the Gospel of John make this statement and not any of the
other gospels? It must be remembered that the Gospel of John was the last of the four gospels to be written – at least 20
years after the Gospel of Mark and some 60 to 70 years after the death of Jesus. The early Christians had been cast out
of the Jewish tradition and were making sense of how their own beliefs could stand apart from Jewish tradition. With the
break from Judaism, Christians felt able to express their developing belief that Jesus was God.

Scriptural context – Not an ending? The final two verses of today’s gospel passage (Jn 20:30-31) read like the

conclusion to the whole gospel. They are a statement of finality about the purpose for writing the gospel and something of
a blessing for those who read it. Yet, surprisingly, there is another whole chapter that follows this passage that deals with
still more post-resurrection appearances. Most scripture scholars believe that the end of Chapter 20 was the original
ending of the gospel and that Chapter 21 is a later addition – possibly added by the community for whom the gospel was
originally written.

Have you thought? Those who have not seen Jesus says to Thomas, ‘You believe because you can see me.

Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ That’s us! Jesus’ words in the gospel are meant for people like us
living today. We are not in the position of Thomas and the other disciples who were able to see the risen Lord face to face
and so convince themselves of his rising. The gospel recognises that to believe in the resurrection without that physical,
personal encounter with Jesus is to be celebrated even more. Happy are we – blessed are we – who have not seen and
yet still believe!

Questions

Q. What word or phrase from the gospel passage stands out to you?
Q. In what situations do you most need to hear Jesus’ words, ‘Peace be with you’?
Q. In what ways can you relate to Thomas’ experience?

© Greg Sunter

GO MAKE DISCIPLES? FORMATION
Jesus’ call to us to be missionary disciples includes a call to grow in holiness, faith and understanding. The disciple is called into a
gradual and lifelong process of conversion to Jesus Christ. Once a person has encountered Christ and made the decision to follow
Him, the process of conversion to ever greater spiritual, intellectual, emotional and human maturity unfolds. It is reflected in a
growing life of prayer, ongoing encounters with Christ in His Word and sacraments, the witness and testimony of fellow disciples,
the cultivation of habits which help us to grow in virtue, commitment to receiving catechesis concerning the person and teachings
of Christ, and dedicated service to others.
Each one of us is constantly maturing in our knowledge and love of Jesus, “following Him on the way” (Mark 10:52). The
evangelising parish provides ongoing opportunities to be formed and grow in the Gospel as lifelong disciples, equipping the
baptised to share the saving person and message of Christ with others.
As St Paul proclaims, “[i]f I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a ringing gong or a clanging
cymbal” (1 Corinthians 13:1). Hence, the works of mercy, love and charity are an essential element in the formation and expression
of Christian discipleship.

Find out more www.gomakedisciples.org.au
* Mothers spur the quiet fertility revolution
* A haven of healing and hope for women
* Faith in Auburn
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CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER
* Dr Matthew Tan: The new pelagianism

Welcome to 2021

†
†
†

†
†
†
†
†
†
†

You are required to Register to attend ALL MASSES on the parish website - numbers restrictions apply.
You are required to register when attending any event in the Parish Centre.
You will need to use the Services NSW QR Code to register when you enter the Church. A different QR code is used when
you enter the Parish Centre.
You will need to have the Services NSW App on your phone.
Please help us by registering with your Smart Phone with the QR Code when you come to Mass or enter the Parish Centre.
We realise that some people do not have a Smart phone, contact the Parish Centre to register for Mass.
It is IMPORTANT that EVERYONE who enters the Church registers, QR Code and sanitisers.
Masks are no longer Mandatory however are highly recommended.
Please do not become complacent and make sure you continue to be vigilant.
Following ALL MASSES we ask for assistance in cleaning our pews and Church.

