
 

 

This time last year we were in lock-down and not able to celebrate Holy Week and Easter in our usual way. This 
year we still have some restrictions but are able to enter the celebrations with more participation and joy. 
Some are still hesitant about coming to Church and we still need to follow social distancing and maintain good 
hygiene. We will continue the 10:30am Mass during Eastertide to provide plenty of room for those wishing to 
attend St Mark’s. 
 

In Baptism, we put on Christ, the white garment, we are enlightened by Christ, receive our lighted candle and 
are called to live our Christian lives in the world. Lent has been a time to reawaken and renew our Christian 
living through prayer, fasting and alms giving, Project Compassion with Caritas Australia. Through the Parish we 
have been offered opportunities for all these Lenten practices and special times for renewal. Now we come to 
Holy Week the culmination of our Lenten journey, hopefully refreshed in our Christian living and ready for the 
joy that is Easter.  
 

I would encourage you to attend the Penitential Service on Tuesday evening 30 March at 7:30pm. There will be 
several priests available for The Sacrament of Penance (Confession, Reconciliation) so that we are renewed 
and refreshed to celebrate the three great days, Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday as we enter 
into the joy of Eastertide spiritually. 
 

This week will be holy if we make it so. Real holiness is turning to God and our neighbour in love. This week we 
have seen the devastation of floods changing some lives forever after a year of the Pandemic, bushfires, 
drought and plagues of mice. This is truly of biblical proportions. Whenever devastation comes, people are 
forced to wonder why and think about how we live and what are our priorities. The Cross reminds us of suffering 
and what can come from death, new life.  
 

Let us humbly come before God in our brokenness that we would receive new life in and through the Risen 
Lord. Let us complete this season of Lent and enter into the joy that is Easter. 
 

“Hosanna! Hosanna!” 

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,  
Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

St Vincent de Paul Society NSW has launched a flood appeal to help those 
affected by the heavy rains and flooding across the state and is asking 
Australians to give generously. “People have already lost their homes and 
further evacuations are expected before this weather event passes.”  
Vinnies has been helping Australians in crisis for nearly 140 years, and to 
supply evacuees with food, clothing, household goods, and longer term 
recovery, we need your help.   
“If you are able, please donate to the Vinnies NSW Flood Appeal.” 
Envelopes are available in the Church foyer and can be placed in any of the 
collection bowls or you can donate online St Vincent de Paul Society NSW - 
Flood Appeal (vinnies.org.au)  
Donations over $2 are tax deductible  
Thank you  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-nsw/vinnies-nsw-flood-appeal
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-nsw/vinnies-nsw-flood-appeal


 

Arrival                 Mt 21.9 

Hosanna to the Son; Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord, the King of Israel. Hosanna in the highest.  

Arrival Gospel                      Mk 11:1-10  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark    
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

When Jesus and his disciples drew near Jerusalem, to 
Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, he sent 
two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village 
opposite you, and immediately on entering it, you will find a 
colt tethered on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and 
bring it here. If anyone should say to you, ‘Why are you 
doing this?’ reply, ‘The Master has need of it and will send 
it back here at once’”. So they went off and found a colt 
tethered at a gate outside on the street, and they untied it. 
Some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, 
untying the colt?” They answered them just as Jesus had 
told them to, and they permitted them to do it. So they 
brought the colt to Jesus and put their cloaks over it. And 
he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from 
the fields. Those preceding him as well as those following 
kept crying out: “Hosanna! Blessed is he how comes in the 
name of the Lord! Blessed is the kingdom of our father  
David that is to come! Hosanna in the highest!”

Entrance Antiphon      Cf. Jn 12: 1, 12-13; Ps 23: 9-10 

* Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed are you, who have 
come in your abundant mercy! 

1) Six days before the Passover, when the Lord came into 
the city of Jerusalem, the children ran to meet him; in their 
hands they carried palm branches and with a loud voice 
cried out: 
* Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed are you, who have 
come in your abundant mercy! 
2) O gates lift high your heads; grow higher, ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the king of glory! Who is this king of glory? 
He, the Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory. 
* Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed are you, who have 
come in your abundant mercy! 
 

First Reading              Is 50:4-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah              
I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will not be ashamed. 

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I may 
know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with 
speech. Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a 
disciple. The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, I made 
no resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered my back to 
those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my 
beard; I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. 
The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the 
insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be 
shamed. 
 

Responsorial Psalm                Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2

(R.) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?   
1.They curl their lips, they toss their heads. ‘He trusted in 
the Lord, let him save him; let him release him if this is his 
friend.’ (R.) 
 

2. Many dogs have surrounded me, a band of the wicked 
beset me. They tear holes in my hands and my feet. I can 
count every one of my bones.   (R.) 
 

3. They divide my clothing among them. They cast lots for 
my robe. O Lord, do not leave me alone, my strength, 
make haste to help me! (R.) 
 

4. I will tell of your name to my brethren and praise you 
where they are assembled. ‘You who fear the Lord give him 
praise; all sons of Jacob, give him glory. Revere him,  
Israel’s sons.’ (R.) 

 

Second Reading                          Phil 2:6-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians              
He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on high. 

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his 
equality with God but emptied himself to assume the  
condition of a slave, and became as men are, and being as 
all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, 
death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave him the 
name which is above all other names so that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend 
the knee at the name of Jesus and that every tongue should 
acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Gospel                           Mk 14:1 - 15:47 

Today’s Gospel we listen to the sacred celebration of the 
Word of God.  

Apostles Creed  
 I believe in God,  
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of  
God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                           Phil 2:8-9 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
Christ became obedient for us even to death dying on 
the cross. Therefore God raised him on high and gave 
him a name above all other names. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the 

Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   



 

 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: During his agony in the garden Jesus prays, “Abba, 
Father, all things are possible to you.” With childlike faith in 
the one who has created us, let us place our longing for 
justice and peace before God.                            
     
 

Reader: We pray for God’s holy church, that we may  
become a community of peace-makers in and for our  
troubled world. (pause). We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for the leaders of nations, that through the 
teachings of Jesus, they will condemn violence, oppression 
and discrimination. May they lead humankind toward peace 
and unity. (pause) We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.   
 

Reader: We pray for public authorities in Myanmar and 
around the world, that they may lead their countries in just 
and non-violent ways. (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    

 

Reader: We pray for those in NSW and southern  
Queensland who are being affected by severe flooding. 
May they receive all the help and support they need. 
(pause).  
We pray to the Lord 
All: Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for our own faith community, that our  
Lenten journey will bear much fruit in works of  mercy and 
compassion, especially through Project Compassion.  
(pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: We pray for our loved ones who have died. As we 
remember the sacrifice of your Son, we also pray that our 
deceased family and friends will be welcomed into  
Paradise.  (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.  
  

Leader: Father, you sent your only Son to bring us back to 
you. Hear these needs of our world and our community and 
grant them through the power of your Spirit in the name of 
Jesus, our Lord.        
All: Amen   
 

Offertory Antiphon         Ps: 68:21 – 22 

My heart expected reproach and misery, and I looked 
for one who would grieve together with me, and I found 
none; and they gave me gall for my food, and in my 
thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.   
1. But I am afflicted and sorrowful let your salvation, O God 
set me on high.   

2.I will praise the name of God with a canticle, and I will 
magnify him with praise.        

 

Communion Antiphon           Mt 26:42 

Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking 
it, your will be done. 
1.I believe even when I said “I am greatly afflicted;” and 
when I said in my alarm, men are all a vain hope.                                       
 

2. How shall I make a return to the Lord for all the good he 
has done for me? The chalice of salvation I will take up, and 
I will call on the Lord’s name.  

 Passion Sunday: Branches at Home 
The branches that are blessed and brought home on 
passion (Palm) Sunday are placed near the cross and 

Scriptures.  
After dinner or at another time on Palm Sunday, the 

household gathers where the Palms have been placed. 

All make the sign of the cross. 

Leader: Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 All: Hosanna in the highest! 
Leader: We have come to the last days of Lent.  
Today we heard the reading of the Passion.  
That story will remain with us as we leave Lent  
behind on Holy Thursday and enter into the  
Three Days when we  celebrate the mystery of  
Christ passing through suffering and death to  
life at God’s right hand.  
The words of the Apostle Paul to the Corinthians:  
2. Corinthians 4:10-11  

[We are] always carrying about in the body  
the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus  
may also be manifested in our moral flesh.  
This is the Word of the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God.  

Members of the Household  join in the  prayers of intercession.  

All: Let us Pray  
Blessed are you, God of Israel, so rich in love 

and mercy. Let these branches ever remind us  
of Christ’s triumph. May we who bear them re-
joice in his Cross and sing your praise for ever 
and ever.  
Amen 

Leader: Let us bless the Lord  
 

All: making the sign of the cross:  
Thanks be to God.  

St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring 
Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need, 

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 



Congratulations and a huge thank 
you to all who participated, 
prepared and attended our Lenten 
Group Program held here at  
St Mark’s. 
 

Thank you to our group hosts 
who weekly guided us through 

our “Comfort Lenten Program 
where they guided us to retreat 
and reflect The Temptation - The 

Transfiguration - The Cleansing - The Serpent - The Hour and 
The Passion and allowed us time to for renewal of faith where 
upon the grace given to us by God, all things are possible.  
Thank you Sr Jo Brady, Maria Di Giovanni, Romina and 
Daniel Cavallo, Fr John and to Fr Denis for his Lenten talks 
‘Who do you say that I am’ - ‘Reflections on the Church’s 
Faith in Jesus of Nazareth’    
 

Without thoughtful planning our programs would not be 
possible so thank you for taking the time to attend our Lenten 
Friday Twilight Adoration, Stations of the Cross in preparation 
for Easter and to all the silent helpers and cleaners during this 
Lenten season -  thank you. Fr Michael 

 
Fr Michael would like all our Holy Week and Easter 
celebrations to have a welcomers at the Church.  
All members to our Church are to have an 
electronic record of their visit.   
If you are attending a Mass or Service and can 
assist please advise the parish office.  

St Mark’s Distribution of Easter flyers. 
Distribution of  St. Mark’s Easter flyers that invite our friends and neighbours 
to our liturgies has commenced.  
Thank you to those who assisted with the distribution of these flyers, there are 
still a few more please nominate a street and participate.  
Please only deliver to the street you sign up for, return any unused flyers to the 
Church or Parish Office.  
Sign up and collect your flyers today from the Church foyer,  
we thank you for your valuable time.  

 

 

Fr Michael would like to thank all the parent’s 
and children for their support with our 2020  
St Mark’s Parish First Reconciliation and we 
congratulate all the candidates. Fr Michael 
would also like to especially thank Mrs Sharon 
Williams who has coordinated our Sacramental 
programs, specifically during COVID times.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enrolment applications are available from the 
Parish office for our 2021 candidates First Holy 
Communion Celebration. Application are to be 
completed and returned by 23 April 2021. 

Chrism Mass  
St. Mary’s Cathedral / Thursday 1 April at 10.30am  

You are invited to take part in one of the most special liturgies in 
the life of an Archdiocese of Sydney the Chrism Mass.  

At this liturgy, the bishop gathers the faithful of the Archdiocese 
of Sydney priests and deacons, religious and laity around him for 
the blessing and consecration of the oils that will be used in all 

our parishes in the coming year. Here the Oil of the Sick, used to 
strengthen and console and heal those who are infirm, will be 
blessed. Here the Oil of Catechumens, used to strengthen and 

free those who are preparing for baptism, will be blessed. Here 
the Sacred Chrism, used to ordain bishops and priests, to 

confirm, and to dedicate churches and altars, will be 
consecrated. And here, too, we will witness the Rite of 

Recommitment to Ministry by our priests.  
May your presence at the Chrism Mass be a sign of our support 
and gratitude for their ministry of priesthood and a reminder 

that baptism calls all of us to lives of service. 



Dates for the Diary  
  
 
 

† Friday 26 March First Holy Communion  
Enrolment applications are available for candidates for 2021 
First Holy Communion. To be returned by 23 April 2021 

† Tuesday 30 March The Sacrament of Penance 7:30pm  
The Sacrament of Penance (Confession | 
Reconciliation)  with additional priests. 

† Tuesday 30 March 7:30pm 
Evening Lenten Group - Parish Centre  
Make space for time with God Hosted by  
Sr Josephine Brady  
(approx. 1 hour includes refreshments.) 

† Thursday 1 April    
Term 1 of school finishes we wish all children, parent and 
teachers a safe and happy Easter and 
Holiday. 

† Sunday 4 April    
Daylight saving ends remember for Easter 
Sunday to turn your clocks back.  

† Monday 19 April    
We welcome all our students back to school for Term 2. 

† Friday 23 April by 3.00pm   
First Holy Communion applications to be returned.  

† Sunday 25 April  all Masses    
Anzac Day falls on this Sunday and our liturgies will 
remember the fallen.   

† Monday 26 April  8:00am    
Mass of Feast of Saint Mark    

† Tuesday 27 April 7:30pm   
First Holy Communion Parent’s Information Zoom session. 

† Friday 28 April 8:00am  
Feast of St Peter Chanel Mass    

† Friday 30 April from 11.30am  
St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League meeting.  

 

Holy Week   
Monday 29 March - 8:00am Mass 
Tuesday 30 March -  9:30am Mass 
Tuesday 30 March - 1.30pm Via Crucis in Italiano  
Tuesday 30 March -  7:30pm Sacrament of Penance  
Wednesday 31 March - 7:30am Mass  
Wednesday 31 March  - 6:30pm Mass 
No Thursday Morning Mass 
 

Triduum Schedule  
Thursday 1 April - 7.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Good Friday 2 April - 9:30am Morning Prayer  
followed by 10.00am Stations of the Cross.    
Good Friday 2 April - 3:00pm The Passion of the Lord   
Holy Saturday 3 April - 9:30am Morning Prayer  
bring a basket of Easter foods for blessing. 
 

Easter Masses  
Saturday 3 April - 7:00pm Easter Vigil Mass    
Sunday 4 April - 7:00am, 9:00am(fully booked), 
10:30am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord  
Sunday 4 April - 6:00pm Mass of the  
Resurrection of the Lord 
Easter Monday 5 April - 8:00am Mass  

THE 2 SQ METRE RULE APPLIES AND WE ARE 
REQUIRED TO HAVE AN ELECTRONIC  
RECORD OF ALL ATTENDEES AT ALL SERVICES:  
BOOK TO ATTEND - BOOK EARLY. 
www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Italian Stations of the Cross at St Mark’s Church   
 

VIA CRUCIS IN ITALIANO 
Martedì 30 Marzo 2021 alle 13.30 
Tutti benvenuti 
 
ITALIAN STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Tuesday 30 March 2021 at 1.30pm 
All Welcome 

CALL TO PRAYER FOR JUSTICE AND  
PEACE IN MYANMAR  

On Palm Sunday we remember Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 
on a donkey. Jesus accepts death on a cross rather than 

engaging in violence. The contrast between the Prince of 
Peace and the powers and dominions of his day could not 
be starker. This is the basis of the Palm Sunday tradition 

of protest in favour of peace and non-violent alternatives 
for addressing social, ecological and economic and 

political issues. Please prayer for all.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/


 

 St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm Mass is a recorded Mass and only ministers will be filmed.  
Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone,  

and no photography during the Mass.  Thank you  

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

Register to attend Mass on  
- St Mark’s Website -  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 
Register with trybooking before 

3pm   
REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL   

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm 

Sunday - 9:00am, 
10:30am  & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
 

MASKS ARE HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED AT 

CHURCH  
 

QR CODE ON ENTRY  

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6:30pm 
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       12pm Mass  
The Sacrament of Penance -  
Saturday 11.00am - 11.55am  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:   
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know have been abused, please contact 
the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

No offertory! One by product of COVID is our collection bowls 
are not passed around. How long can our Church go on without 
receiving your donations? 
We have collection bowls at the centre and entrance of the 
Church for your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray 
machines at our entrance for your cards. There are Green Cards 
for parishioners to fill in for a tax deduction on the donation.  
We thank you for your kindness and donation.  
First Collection: is for the Priests.  
Second Collection: is for the running of the Parish.  

The Parish Office will be closed from  
Good Friday 2nd April reopening on Tuesday 
6 April at 8:30am. Easter blessings to all.   

THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM  
of the Passion and Resurrection of the Lord shines forth 

as the high point of the entire liturgical year. 
  

The Paschal Triduum of the Passion and Resurrection of 
the Lord begins with evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 
has its centre in the Easter Vigil, and closes with Vespers 

(Evening Prayer) of the Sunday of the Resurrection. 

Holy Saturday Blessing of the Food:  
Baskets containing a sampling of 
Easter foods and eggs are brought to 
church to be blessed on Holy 
Saturday after Morning Prayer.  
 

The tradition of food blessing at 
Easter, which has early-medieval 
roots in Christian society, possibly 
originated from a pagan ritual. The 
tradition is said to date from the 7th 
century in its basic form, the more 
modern form containing bread and 
eggs (symbols of resurrection and 
Christ) are said to date from the 12th century.  
 

          Bring your basket for a blessing to Holy Saturday  
    Morning Prayer 9:30am at St Mark’s Church  

Palm Sunday - The History  
(first known as Pasha) originated in the Jerusalem Church 
around the late third or early fourth century. Ceremonies 
consisted of prayers, hymns, and sermons as people moved 
through the numerous holy sites within the city. At the last 
site, the place of Jesus’ ascension into heaven, the clergy would 
read the biblical account of Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into 
Jerusalem. Then as evening approached, the people would 
return to the city reciting: “Blessed is He that comes in the 
name of the Lord” (Matthew 21:9). By the fifth century, the 
celebration had spread as far as Constantinople. It wasn’t until 
the sixth and seventh centuries that the ritual blessing of the 
palms was added. A morning procession replaced the evening 
one and by the eighth century, the Western Church was 
celebrating “Dominica in Palmis” or “Palm Sunday.  

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick 
members of our community:  Mare Sisic, Nikola Butorac,  
Rosa Petrino, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden, Rocco 
Zoccali, Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra,  
Baby Fletcher, Lina Giannandrea and Chris Huie & all   
St. Mark’s community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Pauline Brown, George Brown, Giovanni Pinto, Lucia Scioscia, 
Rosetta Rubino, Mick Spata, Joan Burlew, Milan Viskovich, 
Margaret Maunsell, Dolores Borg, Rita Rota,  Judy Moran, 

Kevin Fahy, Helen Jones, Rosalea Gabriel, Gladys Waldie,  
George Peres da Costa, Rena Fernandes and Patrick Griffith. 
 

Recently Deceased: Sr Carmel Clancy P.V.B.M. Tamara Case, 
Norma Fagan, Sandra Riley, Helen Reed, Michelina Saciano, 
Adam Boyd and Paul Kelleher.  
 

 We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers to their  
families.  May they rest in peace.  
Do you know of anyone who is sick and in need of prayer or 
pastoral care? Please advise the parish office. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Matthew%2021%3A9&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=https://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/bible.htm


 

Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 

Gospel Reflection By the time the gospel accounts came to be written, it was more than 35 years after the death of 
Jesus. The Gospel of Mark is now very widely held to have been the first of the four gospels, written in about the year 70 
CE. One of the reasons for the writing of the gospels was the fact that those who had walked and talked with Jesus were 
becoming old and dying. There was a sense of capturing the story before the last eye witnesses were gone. This is very 
evident in the Passion narrative from the gospel of Mark. One can almost hear an elderly voice dictating the events: ‘then 
this happened …; then he said …; then we all thought …’ Like so much of this particular gospel, there is very little  
embellishment. It’s like an old time detective show, ‘Just give us the facts!’ The gospel of Mark presents the story of the 
Passion as a sequence of events with little commentary or theological reflection. (That is partly why it lends itself so well to 
being read by several voices.) 

One of the best examples that the gospel is a straightforward recollection of events is the inclusion of the scene in  
Gethsemane when the young man ran away naked. No storyteller would create such a bizarre, unexplained event. There 
is no explanation of who the young man is, why he was wearing only a loincloth, nor why the armed men tried to seize 
hold of him. It is reported in exactly the same style as the rest of the story – very matter-of-fact. The presence of the young 
man – both in Gethsemane and in the gospel – has puzzled scholars for many years, yet if nothing else, it provides  
evidence of the way in which this Passion narrative was transmitted from lived experience, to memory, to oral account, to 
written gospel  

Gospel Focus – This man was a son of God By the time we have stood and listened to this lengthy Passion  
narrative, the listener may have started to wilt by the time we get to the death of Jesus. Yet the gospel writer keeps one of 
the most important messages for this moment. As Jesus dies, a centurion standing by utters the inspired words, ‘In truth, 
this man was a son of God.’ Famously played by John Wayne in the movie, The Greatest Story Ever Told, the centurion is 
the voice of the gentile – the non-Jew – representing all those throughout the world who will recognise the truth of Jesus’ 
life and purpose. 

Have you thought?  Passion of the Passion The Passion narrative is very aptly named. The emotion and power of 
this story is nothing short of passionate. The gospel writer’s style of fast paced, unadorned factual narrative is a very  
effective way of helping the reader/listener to engage in the story. It is, after all, the first half of the most important  
Christian story – finished off by the resurrection that is celebrated on Easter Sunday. It is easy to see why this stark,  
narrative style was embellished and expanded upon by the later gospel writers and yet it is perhaps the more passionate 
for the lack of explanation and theologising.  

Living the Gospel – Before the cock crows Peter is an interesting character in the gospels. He is one of the first of 
the disciples to be called; Jesus changes his name and places great trust in him; he is witness to the most significant  
moments of Jesus’ life; he is able to profess his faith in Jesus as the Christ and yet it is he who denies even knowing  
Jesus. We might have thought that Peter was Jesus’ most loyal and faithful follower, yet it is he who can’t stand up and 
claim that he was a follower of Jesus. Is it any wonder that it is difficult for us today sometimes?  

Questions 
Q. Why is it important that we continue to ‘tell the story’ of the Passion?  
Q. Which elements of this Passion narrative are challenging / confronting / surprising?  
Q. How does Christ’s Passion story reflect the reality of human existence?                      © Greg Sunter 

 CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

 *  We salute you, Fr Kene Onwukwe   
   *  Armidale marks 150 years young    

* Farewell to Anglican Archbishop Davies       
* A rich history of Plenary Councils  

GO MAKE DISCIPLES?  COMMUNITY   
As seen in the life and ministry of Jesus and His first disciples, community is the place in which the faith of disciples grows and the 

place from which they are sent out on mission. 
The experience of belonging to a meaningful community is essential to the growth of discipleship as it is in the communion of the 

Church where we are known and loved, where Christian witness and faith are shared, and mutual support and encouragement are 
given. The mission of evangelisation invites people into the Body of Christ which is the Church.  It is especially in the life of local 

communities of faith gathered around God’s Word and Eucharist that Christ accompanies the Christian faithful. 
Building a life of community within our congregations calls for generous welcome and hospitality, opportunities for the sharing of 

faith, and healthy relationships of faith and trust. It also calls for outreach to the poor, the lonely and the marginalised with the 
sense that they are welcomed to and served by communities putting faith into action. One of the fruits of healthy and vibrant 

community is that it encourages deeper spiritual commitment to mission, inflaming a desire to invite others into Christian 
community. It inspires a commitment to evangelise the wider culture and to respond to all forms of injustice. 

Charity is not only central to Christian community but it is also an important part of authentic witness to the transformation that 
takes place through a relationship with God. 
Find out more www.gomakedisciples.org.au 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/vision/#discipleship


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

† You are required to Register to attend ALL MASSES on the parish website - numbers restrictions apply.  

† You are required to register when attending any event in the Parish Centre.  

† You will need to use the Services NSW QR Code to register when you enter the Church. A different QR code is used when 
you enter the Parish Centre.  

† You will need to have the Services NSW App on your phone.  

† Please help us by registering with your Smart Phone with the QR Code when you come to Mass or enter the Parish Centre.  

† We realise that some people do not have a Smart phone, contact the Parish Centre to register for Mass.   

† It is IMPORTANT that EVERYONE who enters the Church registers, QR Code and sanitisers.  

† Masks are no longer Mandatory however are highly recommended.  

† Please do not become complacent and make sure you continue to be vigilant.  

† Following ALL MASSES we ask for assistance in cleaning our pews and Church.  


