
LAETARE SUNDAY? 
A little light breaks into Lent next  
Sunday the Fourth Sunday of Lent 
called Laetare Sunday, when the 
Church takes a bit of breather 

from Lenten practice and opens Mass with Rejoice! In this 
Mass the colour Rose is worn - so wear your favourite Pink 
or Rose outfit to Mass.  

Yours in Christ, Fr John  Pham  
 

In the recent years or decades, environmental pollution has 
become one of the major problems in our world. For instant, 
rivers are polluted because of industrial and general wastes; 
the air that we breathe is also polluted by CO2 emission and 
deforestation; seawater is polluted by oil leaks, and there are 
many more to be listed.    
 

However, the pollution has not only occurred in the physical 
environment. Many other environments such as cultural and 
ethical environments are also seriously polluted. Religion is 
likewise not immune to pollution and needs to be purified.  
In this week’s gospel, Jesus enters the Temple and sees people 
have turned it into a market. He then has purified the Temple 
by driving “them all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, 
[scattering] the money changers’ coins, [and knocking] their 
tables over” (John 2:15). Jesus was angry because his father’s 
house was misused. The people had used the “holy place” for 
their personal benefit rather than for the glory of God. They 
had chosen money over God.  
By driving out all the merchants and money changers, Jesus 
wants to teach us that:  

† We need to keep our church and worship place clean and 
tidy as they are holy places where God dwells. 

† We need to love God above our love for wealth and all 
other earthly things. 

† What God wants from us is not sacrifices but to open our 
own hearts. He wants us to come to Him as who we are and 
an offering that pleases God is an attitude of humility and 
repentance like the words in Psalm 51:  
“My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart you, God, will not despise” (Ps 51:17). 
 

Jesus has purified the Temple and He wants us to continue His 
work. Although keeping the church clean, beautiful, and 
dignified is essential, keeping ourselves unstained is even more 
important. We must continually purify our hearts through 
attending Mass and the Sacrament of Reconciliation to be 
worthy of God’s love. We need to cleanse our soul from the 
love of money, from the pride and jealousy, from lustful 
desires, from bad habits and injustice, and from everything that 
can defile the sanctuary of the Lord. After all, our body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit and our soul is where God dwells. 
Let us, therefore, strive to purify and renew ourselves so that 
both our soul and body can become a worthy Temple for the 
Lord to dwell, especially during this Lenten season. 

 

----    Reflection Reflection Reflection Reflection ----    

 

How can we make Lent a time of  

 “purification & enlightenment”? 
 

We can attend weekday Mass.  
We can reflect on the Creed, taking each statement of belief and 

asking ourselves if we do believe, and what it means in our 
everyday lives.  

We can go to adoration and to Confession.  
We can attend our parish penance service.  

We can pray the Stations of the Cross, pray the Liturgy of the 
Hours, pray the Rosary.  

We can fast from food, TV, foul language, gossip, and the list 
goes on and on.  

We can give alms, in a genuinely sacrificial manner, to the poor. 
As Catholics, we know all of these things.  

It is not a lack of “things to do” that have many of us scratching 
our heads on Holy Thursday wondering why Lent was really not 

any different for us than any other forty days throughout the 
year.  

What we lack is a conversion of the heart.  
We don’t have to seek far to hear God speak to us.  

The Church in her wisdom provides us in the Liturgy of the Word 
at Mass what our hearts yearn to hear.  

In the Lenten liturgies, the Church prays what she believes and 
teaches, and in word and sacrament, the Lord directs us toward 

his Divine heart. 

Friday’s during Friday’s during Friday’s during Friday’s during 
Lent at 12 noon Lent at 12 noon Lent at 12 noon Lent at 12 noon     



 

Entrance Antiphon             Cf. Ps 24:15-16 

My eyes are always on the Lord, for he rescues my feet 
from the snare. Turn to me and have mercy on me, for I 
am alone and poor. 

1. To you O Lord I have lifted up my soul. In you O my God 
I put my trust, let me not be put to shame.                                  
 

2. Your ways O Lord make known to me and teach me your 
paths.           

 

First Reading             Ex 20:1-17 

A reading from the book of Exodus             
The Law was given through Moses. 

God spoke all these words. He said, ‘I am the Lord your 
God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 
‘You shall have no gods except me. 
‘You shall not make yourself a carved image or any  
likeness of anything in heaven or on earth beneath or in the 
waters under the earth; you shall not bow down to them or 
serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God 
and I punish the father’s fault in the sons, the grandsons, 
and the great-grandsons of those who hate me; but I show 
kindness to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
‘You shall not utter the name of the Lord your God to  
misuse it, for the Lord will not leave unpunished the man 
who utters his name to misuse it. 
‘Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. For six days 
you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day 
is a sabbath for the Lord your God. You shall do no work 
on that day, neither you nor your son nor your daughter nor 
your servants, men or women, not your animals nor the 
stranger who lives with you. For in six days the Lord made 
the heavens and the earth and the sea and all that these 
hold, but on the seventh day he rested; that is why the Lord 
has blessed the sabbath day and made it sacred. 
‘Honour your father and your mother so that you may have 
a long life in the land that the Lord your God has given to 
you. ‘You shall not kill. 
‘You shall not commit adultery. 
‘You shall not steal. 
‘You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 
‘You shall not covet your neighbour’s house.  
‘ You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his servant, 
man or woman, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is 
his.  
 

Responsorial Psalm                      Ps 18:8-11. R. Jn 6:68

(R.) Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. 
 

1.The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul. The rule 
of the Lord is to be trusted, it gives wisdom to the simple    
(R.) 
 

2. The precepts of the Lord are right, they gladden the 
heart. The command of the Lord is clear, it gives light to the 
eyes. (R.) 

3. The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding for ever. The  
decrees of the Lord are truth and all of them just   (R.) 
 

4. They are more to be desired than gold, than the purest of 
gold and sweeter are they than honey, than honey from the 
comb (R.) 

 

Second Reading                      1 Cor 1:22-25 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians           
We are preaching a crucified Christ, a scandal to many, but to those who have been called, the 
wisdom of God  

While the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks look for 
wisdom, here are we preaching a crucified Christ; to the 
Jews an obstacle that they cannot get over, to the pagans 
madness, but to those who have been called, whether they 
are Jews or Greeks, a Christ who is the power and the  
wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 
strength. 

 

 

Gospel                              Jn 2:13-25 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John     
Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up. 

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to  
Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people selling cattle 
and sheep and pigeons, and the money changers sitting at 
their counters there. Making a whip out of some cord, he 
drove them all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, 
scattered the money changers’ coins, knocked their tables 
over and said to the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take all this out of here 
and stop turning my Father’s house into a market.’ Then his 
disciples remembered the words of scripture: Zeal for your 
house will devour me. The Jews intervened and said, ‘What 
sign can you show us to justify what you have done?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will 
raise it up.’ The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to 
build this sanctuary: are you going to raise it up in three 
days?’ But he was speaking of the sanctuary that was his 
body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples  
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 
scripture and the words he had said. 
During his stay in Jerusalem for the Passover many believed 
in his name when they saw the signs that he gave, but  
Jesus knew them all and did not trust himself to them; he 
never needed evidence about any man; he could tell what a 
man had in him  

Apostles Creed  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting.  

Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                          Jn 3:16 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, 
that all who believe in him might have eternal life  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the 

Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   



 

 

Priest:  I now invite the children who are preparing for their 
Sacrament of First Reconciliation to stand. (pause) 
 

In your second week session we learnt ‘Jesus wants us to be Jesus wants us to be Jesus wants us to be Jesus wants us to be 
his friend’his friend’his friend’his friend’. We thank God for the gifts he has given us, our 
family and our friends. Bow your heads now as we pray for 
you. 
 

Prayer over the children: 
‘Lord, bless the children of our community of St Mark’s  
preparing for the Sacrament of Penance for the first time.  
May they come to you for forgiveness and mercy.  
May they be filled with confidence and trust in your love.  
Heal and guide them in the ways of your love and mercy.  
May their families and this community help them to live 
their Christian lives to the full.  
We ask this through Christ our Risen Lord. 
All: Amen 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Knowing God’s love and compassion for all he has 
created, let us confidently place before him our needs and 
our petitions.                         
     
 

Reader: We pray for those who offer pastoral care to the 
people of God and all who care for church structures and 
buildings, may their efforts bear abundant fruit. (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for the millions of adults that did not have 
the opportunity to receive an education. That with our  
support, they find new opportunities to learn and grow so 
they can be architects of their own development. (pause)  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.   
 

Reader: We pray for those who are suffering all over the 
world. In this time of Lent, we pray especially for the  
homeless and the sick and the unloved, let us reach out to 
them with love, compassion and generosity.  (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    

 

Reader: We pray for our children as they begin preparation 
for their Sacrament of First Reconciliation. May God open 
their heart towards love and mercy and prepare them well 
for this wonderful sacrament. (pause).  
We pray to the Lord 
All: Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray that the dead, washed clean of their sins, 
may enter the heavenly city, the new and eternal  
Jerusalem.  (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.  
  

 

 

Leader: Loving Father, as we turn to you in this time of 
prayer, hear our petitions and grant them according to your 
will, in the power of the Spirit, and in the name of your Son, 
Jesus.    
All: Amen   

Offertory Antiphon              Ps:118: 47 - 48 

The justices of the Lord are right, rejoicing hearts and 
his judgements are sweeter than honey and  
honeycomb for your servant keeps them.   
1.The law of the Lord is perfect it revives the soul. The  
decrees of the Lord are faithful, giving wisdom to little ones.    
 

2.The fear of the Lord is holy, enduring forever and ever.  

 

Communion Antiphon               Jn 4:13-14 

For anyone who drinks it, says the Lord, the water I 
shall give will become in him a spring welling up to 
eternal life. 
1.O God my God, to you do I watch at break of day. For you 
my soul has thirsted my flesh faints for you as in a dry and 
weary land where no water is.                                     
 

2. Thus will I bless you all my life long and in your name I 
will lift up my hands.     

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  



CATALYST FOR RENEWALCATALYST FOR RENEWALCATALYST FOR RENEWALCATALYST FOR RENEWAL.  
We are delighted to announce our first reflection 

morning for 2021 will be held on SATURDAY 13SATURDAY 13SATURDAY 13SATURDAY 13thththth    
MARCH. MARCH. MARCH. MARCH. We will gather as usual in the parish hall 

of Hunters Hill. We commence at 9.30 AM and 
conclude at 12.30 PM. Fr Michael Whelan sm will 
lead our reflection. His topic/theme: ‘Recovering 
the Mystical Heart of our Faith’. Tea and Coffee 

will be served as usual. For the time being PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE 
BRING YOUR OWN SNACK PACKBRING YOUR OWN SNACK PACKBRING YOUR OWN SNACK PACKBRING YOUR OWN SNACK PACK. A Donation is 

appreciated. No need to book. Face masks are NOTNOTNOTNOT 
mandatory. ALL ARE MOST WELCOME TO A ALL ARE MOST WELCOME TO A ALL ARE MOST WELCOME TO A ALL ARE MOST WELCOME TO A 

WARM, COVID SAFE ENVIRONMENTWARM, COVID SAFE ENVIRONMENTWARM, COVID SAFE ENVIRONMENTWARM, COVID SAFE ENVIRONMENT.  
Enquiries: Carole 9869 1036.  

‘Come & See’. 

There is Power in The Act of Contri�on 

By Anne DeSan�s  

Anne DeSantis explains how we can benefit from praying the Act of Contrition,  
even outside the Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation| Confession).  

The Prayer of ForgivenessThe Prayer of ForgivenessThe Prayer of ForgivenessThe Prayer of Forgiveness    
The Act of Contrition is the prayer we, as Catholics, pray after we confess our sins during the Sacrament of Penance 
(Reconciliation| Confession). I like this common prayer: 
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned 
against you whom I should love above all things. I firmly intend with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to 
avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In His Name. God have mercy. 
There is great value in this prayer in bringing us healing from God. 
Contrition Contrition Contrition Contrition (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1452 (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1452 (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1452 (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1452 ----    1454) 1454) 1454) 1454)     
When it arises from a love by which God is loved above all else, contrition is called “perfect” (contrition of charity). 
Such contrition remits venial sins; it also obtains forgiveness of mortal sins if it includes the firm resolution to have 
recourse to sacramental confession as soon as possible. (Cf. Council of Trent (1551): DS 1677.) 
The contrition called “imperfect” (or “attrition”) is also a gift of God, a prompting of the Holy Spirit. It is born of the 
consideration of sin’s ugliness or the fear of eternal damnation and the other penalties threatening the sinner 
(contrition of fear). Such a stirring of conscience can initiate an interior process which, under the prompting of grace, 
will be brought to completion by sacramental absolution. By itself however, imperfect contrition cannot obtain the 
forgiveness of grave sins, but it disposes one to obtain forgiveness in the sacrament of Penance. Cf. Council of Trent 
(1551): DS 1678; 1705. 
I am a person who sees the great value in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. I receive the sacrament often. Sometimes in 
between Confessions, I find myself looking up to the Heavens and asking God to forgive me for my failures. Although 
that is not the same as the sacrament, it is a great opportunity to ask God for His forgiveness and healing. 
Believing More Fully in God’s Love and ForgivenessBelieving More Fully in God’s Love and ForgivenessBelieving More Fully in God’s Love and ForgivenessBelieving More Fully in God’s Love and Forgiveness    
A priest recently suggested to me to pray the Act of Contrition during those times I need to say “I’m sorry” to God in 
between receiving the Sacrament. I think as human beings we all have times of failure in our walk. Those challenges 
occur with our families, at our jobs and daily interactions. It is not always easy to keep a watch on our speech, 
judgments, and reactions. We wish to be patient, loving, and slow to react, but we seem to slip. 
For the times we lose our temper, can’t forgive someone, or participate in negativity, we need the Lord to guide us. We 
need the Holy Spirit to enlighten our hearts. Slowing our speech will help us. We need the Holy Spirit to change our 
critical attitudes and pride. Praise the Lord that He is close in these moments. He has the power to steer us in the right 
direction. 
Praying the Prayer with SincerityPraying the Prayer with SincerityPraying the Prayer with SincerityPraying the Prayer with Sincerity    
There have been times in my own life when I have prayed the Act of Contrition very quickly, without thinking much 
about it. I think if we reflect on the words in humility, we will find the wisdom of Jesus. There are many variations of 
this prayer. I suggest finding a version that you like and can pray easily in your heart. Reading or slowly meditating on 
the words helps to digest them. 
It has been said that anything you do for about three weeks can become a habit if practiced regularly. For good or bad, 
this is true. When I find myself in a position of failure with God, I stop myself and pray. Praying the Act of Contrition, 
either aloud or in my heart, is a blessing. 
Life will never be perfect. We find our perfection in the humility of this prayer. We can ask the Lord for His grace. I 
pray that you will experience the great effects of the Act of Contrition.               Copyright 2019 Anne DeSantis (catholicmum.com)     

CatholicCare Sydney is seeking Greek or Italian 
speakers to join the team as Community Support 
Workers. For more information call 13 18 19. 



Dates for the Diary Dates for the Diary Dates for the Diary Dates for the Diary     

GO MAKE DISCIPLES?  GO MAKE DISCIPLES?  GO MAKE DISCIPLES?  GO MAKE DISCIPLES?      
The Call to DiscipleshipThe Call to DiscipleshipThe Call to DiscipleshipThe Call to Discipleship 

Go Make Disciples is a call to transform the culture 
of our communities by faithfulness to Jesus’ 

command to “go, make disciples” so that our 
parishes become outposts of the Great Commission, 
making disciples who bear fruit for God (Romans 7:4).  

 

A disciple is one who has encountered Jesus 
personally in the midst of the Church, who has 
surrendered his or her life to His way, and has 
made the decision to live by His teaching in all 

aspects of life. A disciple is intentional and active, 
committed to the lifelong process of learning from 
Jesus and, inflamed by this encounter, to sharing 
His way, truth and life with others for the sake of 

the world. As observed by Sherry Weddell,  
“[t]he presence of a significant number of disciples 

changes everything: a parish’s spiritual tone, 
energy level, attendance, bottom line, and what 
parishioners ask of their leaders. Disciples pray 
with passion. Disciples worship. Disciples give 

lavishly. Disciples love the Church and serve her 
with energy and joy. Disciples hunger to learn 

more about their faith. Disciples fill every 
formation class in a parish or diocese. Disciples 
manifest charisms and discern vocations. They 

clamour to discern God’s call because they long to 
live it. Disciples evangelise because they have really 
good news to share. Disciples share their faith with 

their children. Disciples care about the poor and 
about issues of justice. Disciples take risks for the 

Kingdom of God”(Sherry Weddell, Forming Intentional Disciples, 80-81).  
 

We honour and celebrate the rich faith and good 
works that are already present and active in our 

parishes and other Eucharistic communities, and at 
the same time hear the Gospel’s call to ongoing 

conversion and constant spiritual renewal. It is this 
renewal of culture for discipleship and mission to 

which all parishes and communities of the 

Archdiocese of Sydney are invited.  

        Find out more www.gomakedisciples.org.au 

  
 
 

† Monday 8 March 2021 8:00am 
International Women’s Day. A time to reflect on 
progress made, to call for change and to celebrate acts 
of courage and determination by ordinary women who 
have played an extraordinary role in the history of their 
countries and communities.  

† Tuesday 9 March 2021 7:30pm 
Evening Lenten Group - Parish Centre  
Make space for time with God  
Hosted by Sr Josephine Brady  
(approx. 1 hour includes refreshments.) 

† Wednesday 10 March 2021 6:30pm 
Mass & Lenten talk - St Mark’s Church  
Join us to celebrate Mass followed by a Lenten talk; 
“Who do you say that I am”.  
Reflections on the Churches faith in Jesus of Nazareth  
Presented by Fr Denis Minns OP.  

† Thursday 11 March 2021 10:00am 
Morning Lenten Group - Parish Centre  
Gather in the Name of the Lord - Parish Centre 
Hosted by Maria Di Giovanni  
(approx. 1 hour includes morning tea.) 

† Thursday 11 March 2021 7:00pm  
First Reconciliation 2nd Zoom Session. 

† Friday 12 March 2021 12 noon  
Stations of the Cross - St Mark’s Church  
Follow the path of Christ and enter into a deeper 
understanding and experience of the passion of Jesus, 
so you are ready to celebrate Easter with new joy.  

† Friday 12 March 2021 from 7.00pm  
Twilight Candlelight Adoration - A time of renewal, a 
silent conversation with God - St Mark’s Church 
(Come for as little or as long as you wish, the Sacrament of 
Penance will be available)   

† Saturday 13 March 2021 10:30am  
Weekend Lenten Group - Parish Centre  
Converse through reflection & prayer - Parish Centre 
Hosted by Fr John or Fr Michael   
(approx. 1 hour includes refreshments.) 

† Sunday 14 March 2021 6:00pm  
Year 5 Family Mass - all families in our parish 
community with a child in Year 5 are welcome. 
Book online to attend Mass 

† Wednesday 17 March 2021 7:30am & 6.30pm 
Mass to celebrate St Patrick’s feast day. St. Patrick of 
Ireland is one of the world's most popular saints. He was 
born in Roman Britain and when he was fourteen or so, 
he was captured by Irish pirates during a raiding party 
and taken to Ireland as a slave to herd and tend sheep. 
At the time, Ireland was a land of Druids and pagans but 
Patrick turned to God.  

† Friday 19 March 2021 8:00am  
Feast of St Joseph spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 



 

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone,  

and no photography during the Mass  Thank you  

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

 

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick 
members of our community: members of our community: members of our community: members of our community:  Heather Burbidge,  
Wendy Madden, Jennifer La Gerche, Norma Fagan,  
Rocco Zoccali, Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra, 
Lina Giannandrea and  Sr Carmel Clancy P.V.B.M. & all   
St. Mark’s community members unwell at this time. 
    

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Margaret Maunsell, George Peres da Costa, Rena Fernandes, 
Patrick Griffith, Emelia and Lorenzo Bocconi, Gladys Waldie, 
Irene and Richard Cartwright, Terry O’Neill, Guistina Russo, 
members of the Ferraro Family, Domenico Bianca, Alan Gill,  
Fr Barnabas (Max) Brown O.F.M., Francis Lew & Margaret Ong.  
 

Recently Deceased: Recently Deceased: Recently Deceased: Recently Deceased: Bishop Bede Heather    (Bishop Emeritus of Parrama�a) 

Adam Boyd, Lenny Kember, Helen Reed, Peter Knox,  
Madam Cecilia Chye, Paul Kelleher, Umberto Grati and 
Kevin Shanahan.   
    We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers to their  We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers to their  We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers to their  We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers to their  
families.  May they rest in peace. families.  May they rest in peace. families.  May they rest in peace. families.  May they rest in peace.     
    
Do you know of anyone who is sick and in need of 
prayer or pastoral care? Please advise the parish office. 

Register to attend Mass on  
- St Mark’s Website -  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 
Register with trybooking before 

3pm   
REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL   

                    Weekend Masses:Weekend Masses:Weekend Masses:Weekend Masses:                
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm 

Sunday - 9:00am, 
10:30am  & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
    

MASKS ARE HIGHLY MASKS ARE HIGHLY MASKS ARE HIGHLY MASKS ARE HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED AT RECOMMENDED AT RECOMMENDED AT RECOMMENDED AT 

CHURCH CHURCH CHURCH CHURCH     
    

QR CODE ON ENTRY QR CODE ON ENTRY QR CODE ON ENTRY QR CODE ON ENTRY  

                                    Weekday Masses: Weekday Masses: Weekday Masses: Weekday Masses:         
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6:30pm 
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       12pm Mass  
The Sacrament of Penance -  
Saturday 11.00am - 11.55am  

                                We welcome into our faith community this We welcome into our faith community this We welcome into our faith community this We welcome into our faith community this     
Sunday through the Sunday through the Sunday through the Sunday through the     

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s:Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s:Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s:Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s:    

Fletcher Louis Pidd   Fletcher Louis Pidd   Fletcher Louis Pidd   Fletcher Louis Pidd       
and we congratulate his parents.and we congratulate his parents.and we congratulate his parents.and we congratulate his parents.    

            God bless you.God bless you.God bless you.God bless you.    

Cleaning our Church is a priority! Cleaning our Church is a priority! Cleaning our Church is a priority! Cleaning our Church is a priority! If you wish to light a candle 
the stand and Church needs to be cleaned. We only require an 
hour of your time for our Altar Society roster. (Days and times 
flexible). Our roster has lost 10 members due to age, work 
commitments, and ill health, we are looking for new 
volunteers. Bring a friend and spend an hour with the Lord. 
Speak with Fr Michael or contact the parish office to volunteer.   

Cleaning not your thing! Cleaning not your thing! Cleaning not your thing! Cleaning not your thing! We also require readers for our 
Ministry of the Word roster, especially the 10:30am Mass. The 
proclamation of the word is import for our understanding of 
the word of God and our own spiritual development. Contact 
the parish office to volunteer, training and resources provided.  

 BECOME PART OF  OUR COMMUNITY BECOME PART OF  OUR COMMUNITY BECOME PART OF  OUR COMMUNITY BECOME PART OF  OUR COMMUNITY     

AND  GET TO KNOW US.AND  GET TO KNOW US.AND  GET TO KNOW US.AND  GET TO KNOW US. 

† Collect a St Mark’s welcome to our parish Collect a St Mark’s welcome to our parish Collect a St Mark’s welcome to our parish Collect a St Mark’s welcome to our parish book and read all 
about us. 

† Complete a Parish census form Complete a Parish census form Complete a Parish census form Complete a Parish census form (this is not the school census)    
so we can build your family and child’s sacramental profile 
as you will need their sacramental profile on record for 
some senior school entrance requirements.  

† Complete a volunteer form Complete a volunteer form Complete a volunteer form Complete a volunteer form and join a ministry. 
(Safeguarding requirements are needed and our parish 
office and PSSO officer can assist you with this)  

† Join a family group, Join a family group, Join a family group, Join a family group, our groups are a cross section of ages, 
including some children of the same age, or perhaps a 
number of people of similar ages and stage in life. Everyone 
is welcome to join, from grandparents to babies.  
Complete a volunteer form and we will be in touch  
All materials are available at the Church’s main entranceAll materials are available at the Church’s main entranceAll materials are available at the Church’s main entranceAll materials are available at the Church’s main entrance. 

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or 

anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  

(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support 

and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 

No offertory! One by product of COVID is our collection bowls 
are not passed around. How long can our Church go on without 
receiving your donations? 
We have collection bowls at the centre and entrance of the 
Church for your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray 
machines at our entrance for your cards. There are Green Cards 
for parishioners to fill in for a tax deduction on the donation.  
We thank you for your kindness and donation.  
First Collection: is for the Priests.  
Second Collection: is for the running of the Parish.  



 

Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 

Gospel Reflection The Temple in Jerusalem was (and still is) a powerful symbol of holiness and a symbol of the  
connection and relationship between God and the Hebrew people. It is often assumed that Jesus’ anger was directed at 
the traders and moneychangers because their business had infringed on and desecrated the temple precinct. But the  
reality is a bit more complicated. The Temple was the holiest site for sacrifice to God. The tradition dictated that sacrifice 
made by a priest on the altar was the highest form of worship. The best animal to sacrifice was a healthy, properly formed 
creature. Rather than walking a lamb all the way from somewhere like Galilee to Jerusalem, the faithful would purchase 
their sacrifice animal at the Temple itself – thus the presence of the people selling cattle, sheep and doves. However, to 
further complicate matters, the Temple traders would not accept Roman coins to purchase the sacrificial animals as they 
bore the image of the deified emperor. Therefore, money changers were required to exchange Roman currency for  
acceptable coinage – so the money changers were also playing their part in the prayer life of the Temple. 

Jesus’ outrage is not so much with the traders and the money-changers as with the whole religious practice and  
hierarchical structure that has developed to a point where the only way a person can pray in a ‘valid’ way is to purchase an 
animal and hand it over to a priest who goes behind a screened wall to sacrifice the animal. The only way to seek God’s 
forgiveness and mercy was to ‘buy’ it at the Temple. This was what outraged Jesus. He could not stomach the injustice 
nor the barriers that had been erected between the people and their God. 

Scriptural context This episode of outrage in the Temple is recorded in all four of the Gospels. Interestingly, the three 
synoptic gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke place the event in the final days leading to Passion events while the Gospel 
of John places the event in the very early days of Jesus’ public ministry. While the three synoptics are likely to be more 
chronologically correct, the Gospel of John uses the event very deliberately to make the point that Jesus is the new  
Temple – the new focus of God’s presence in the world; the Word made flesh. 

Historical Context In Jewish tradition, the Temple marked the point of physical connection between God and  
humankind and between the past and the present. It was where God’s story and humanity’s story met. However, in the 
year 70 C.E. – some 40 years after Jesus – the Temple was destroyed by the Romans. The gospel of John is written  
another 20+ years later and so the reality of the Temple’s destruction is still trying to be absorbed by the people. It was a 
very powerful image for the gospel writer to suggest that Jesus was the new Temple – the new point of connection. 

Different View – Just like Jesus This gospel passage must be one of the most commonly misused passages in the 
Bible. So often it is used as justification for someone losing their temper, or worse, an outrageous temper tantrum, or 
‘dummy spit’. People will declare in their defence, ‘Well, Jesus lost his temper and got angry in the Temple!’ They fail to 
appreciate the difference between their own hot-headedness and the outrage against injustice that was being expressed 
by Jesus. They also seem to miss the significance of the fact that this was a ‘one off’ for Jesus! 

Questions  
Q. In what ways is this a ‘difficult’ story about Jesus? 
Q. What was Jesus’ dream of the way people should be able to relate to God? 
Q. Are there Church practices today that may be seen as unjust or discriminatory? 
Q. What everyday forms of injustice exist in your local community? 
Q. How can you challenge injustice?                              © Greg Sunter 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

	*		Spirit	of	the	outback			

	 	  *		Palliative	Care	‘is	dying	in	Australia’		

	*	Helping	the	babies,	helping	the	mums				 	 	

*Movie	review:	Judas	and	the	Black	Messiah		

Project Compassion 

Virtual Immersions  
Each week during this Lenten season, Caritas Australia is holding Virtual Immersion opportunities for parishes via 
Zoom video conferencing. These digital engagements will allow participants to focus on prayer and reflection, 
Catholic Social Teaching and an interview and Q&A with Caritas International Program staff. 
  
Sessions will run Tuesdays and Thursdays for one hour across Australia. You can register for a Virtual Immersion by 
going to lent.caritas.org.au. 



 

Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 

† You are required to Register to attend ALL MASSES on the parish website You are required to Register to attend ALL MASSES on the parish website You are required to Register to attend ALL MASSES on the parish website You are required to Register to attend ALL MASSES on the parish website ----    numbers restrictions apply. numbers restrictions apply. numbers restrictions apply. numbers restrictions apply.     

† You are required to register when attending any event in the Parish Centre. You are required to register when attending any event in the Parish Centre. You are required to register when attending any event in the Parish Centre. You are required to register when attending any event in the Parish Centre.     

† You will need to use the Services NSW QR Code to register when you enter the Church. A different QR code is used when you entYou will need to use the Services NSW QR Code to register when you enter the Church. A different QR code is used when you entYou will need to use the Services NSW QR Code to register when you enter the Church. A different QR code is used when you entYou will need to use the Services NSW QR Code to register when you enter the Church. A different QR code is used when you enter er er er 
the Parish Centre. the Parish Centre. the Parish Centre. the Parish Centre.     

† You will need to have the Services NSW App on your phone. You will need to have the Services NSW App on your phone. You will need to have the Services NSW App on your phone. You will need to have the Services NSW App on your phone.     

† Please help us by registering with your Smart Phone with the QR Code when you come to Mass or enter the Parish Centre. Please help us by registering with your Smart Phone with the QR Code when you come to Mass or enter the Parish Centre. Please help us by registering with your Smart Phone with the QR Code when you come to Mass or enter the Parish Centre. Please help us by registering with your Smart Phone with the QR Code when you come to Mass or enter the Parish Centre.     

† We realise that some people do not have a Smart phone, contact the Parish Centre to register for Mass.  We realise that some people do not have a Smart phone, contact the Parish Centre to register for Mass.  We realise that some people do not have a Smart phone, contact the Parish Centre to register for Mass.  We realise that some people do not have a Smart phone, contact the Parish Centre to register for Mass.      

† It is IMPORTANT that EVERYONE who enters the Church registers, QR Code and sanitisers. It is IMPORTANT that EVERYONE who enters the Church registers, QR Code and sanitisers. It is IMPORTANT that EVERYONE who enters the Church registers, QR Code and sanitisers. It is IMPORTANT that EVERYONE who enters the Church registers, QR Code and sanitisers.     

† Masks are no longer Mandatory however are highly recommended. Masks are no longer Mandatory however are highly recommended. Masks are no longer Mandatory however are highly recommended. Masks are no longer Mandatory however are highly recommended.     

† Please do not become complacent and make sure you continue to be vigilant. Please do not become complacent and make sure you continue to be vigilant. Please do not become complacent and make sure you continue to be vigilant. Please do not become complacent and make sure you continue to be vigilant.     

† Following ALL MASSES we ask for assistance in cleaning our pews and Church. Following ALL MASSES we ask for assistance in cleaning our pews and Church. Following ALL MASSES we ask for assistance in cleaning our pews and Church. Following ALL MASSES we ask for assistance in cleaning our pews and Church.     


