- Rejoice,

O Jerusalem -

This last week Pope Francis visited Iraq and prayed with the
people there. He came to a place of sadness and great grief and
spoke words of encouragement and hope. There are very few
Christians remaining in these communities who once numbered
in the millions. They have fled because of the war and it’s
affects, to places throughout the world. Many have settled in
Australia and have brought the richness of their culture and
traditions to this land of ancient people.
Many of the Christians are members of the Catholic Church
belonging to the Chaldean Rite and they have their own Bishop
in Australia and they celebrate the Mass using ancient texts
from the East with the words of the consecration in Aramaic
the language of Jesus.
In today’s Old Testament scriptures from Chronicles, we see
the deportation to Babylon because of the infidelity of the
people towards God. For seventy years they languished in
captivity until King Cyrus of Persia at the prompting of
Jeremiah returned and rebuilt the Temple in Jerusalem.
Nicodemus comes to Jesus in the dark, he does not want
anyone to see because he is a leader of the community and
Jesus challenges him to come out into the light and says to him
anyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal
life. He reminds him that light and truth belong together.
Sometimes there are painful truths we have to learn and when
we do, we grow more into the light.
Lent is a time of rebuilding our spiritual lives through prayer,
fasting and the giving of alms. Jesus who is our Lord and
saviour comes to bring eternal life and wants us to share in this
gift to turn to him and live. May this Lent be for us a joyful time.
Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,
Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest

Wednesday 17 March 2021
7:30am or 6.30pm
Mass to celebrate the feast of St Patrick.
IMPORTANT: Make a reservation to attend Mass via the
St. Mark’s parish website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

LAETARE SUNDAY?
This Sunday gets its name from the first few words (incipit)
of the traditional Latin entrance (Introit) for the Mass of the
day. "Laetare Jerusalem" ("Rejoice, O Jerusalem") is Latin
from Isaiah 66:10.
Laetare is the first word — meaning “rejoice” — in the
Latin text. On Laetare Sunday (as similarly with the Third
Sunday of Advent’s Gaudete Sunday) the Church expresses
hope and joy in the midst of our Lenten fasts and penances.
Call it pink — or, more fittingly, rose — this change in
colour indicates a glimpse of the joy that awaits us at Easter,
just before we enter into the sombre days of Passiontide.

Friday 19 March 2021
8:00am
Mass to celebrate the
Feast of
St Joseph
spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.

Second Reading
Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Is 66:10-11

Eph 2:4-10

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
When we were dead through sins, he brought us to life.

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all
who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her
consoling breast.
1. I rejoiced at the things that were said to me, we will go
up to the Lord’s house.

God loved us with so much love that he was generous with
his mercy: when we were dead through our sins, he brought
us to life with Christ – it is through grace that you have been
saved – and raised us up with him and gave us a place with
him in heaven, in Christ Jesus.

2. And now our feet are standing, within your courts.
O Jerusalem.

This was to show for all ages to come, through his goodness
towards us in Christ Jesus, how infinitely rich he is in grace.
Because it is by grace that you have been saved, through
faith; not by anything of your own, but by a gift from God; not
by anything that you have done, so that nobody can claim
the credit. We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus
to live the good life as from the beginning he had meant us
to live it.

First Reading

2 Chr 36:14-16. 19-23

A reading from the second book of Chronicles

The wrath and the mercy of the Lord are revealed in the exile and liberation of his people.

All the heads of the priesthood, and the people too, added
infidelity to infidelity, copying all the shameful practices of
the nations and defiling the Temple that the Lord had
consecrated for himself in Jerusalem. The Lord, the God of
their ancestors, tirelessly sent them messenger after
messenger, since he wished to spare his people and his
house. But they ridiculed the messengers of God, they
despised his words, they laughed at his prophets, until at
last the wrath of the Lord rose so high against his people
that there was no further remedy.
Their enemies burned down the Temple of God,
demolished the walls of Jerusalem, set fire to all its
palaces, and destroyed everything of value in it. The
survivors were deported by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon;
they were to serve him and his sons until the kingdom of
Persia came to power. This is how the word of the Lord
was fulfilled that he spoke through Jeremiah, ‘Until this land
has enjoyed its sabbath rest, until seventy years have gone
by, it will keep sabbath throughout the days of its
desolation.’
And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfil the
word of the Lord that was spoken through Jeremiah, the
Lord roused the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to issue a
proclamation and to have it publicly displayed throughout
his kingdom: ‘Thus speaks Cyrus king of Persia, “The Lord,
the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the
earth; he has ordered me to build him a Temple in
Jerusalem, in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all his
people, may his God be with him! Let him go up.”’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 136. R. v.6

(R.) Let my tongue be silenced, if ever I forget you!
1.By the rivers of Babylon there we sat and wept,
remembering Zion; on the poplars that grew there we hung
our harps (R.)
2. For it was there that they asked us, our captors, for
songs, our oppressors, for joy. ‘Sing to us,’ they said, ‘one
of Zion’s songs.’ (R.)
3. O how could we sing the song of the Lord on alien soil?
If I forget you, Jerusalem, let my right hand wither! (R.)
4. O let my tongue cleave to my mouth if I remember you
not, if I prize not Jerusalem above all my joys! (R.)

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English
Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL).
All rights reserved.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 3:16

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,
that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel

Jn 3:14-21

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
God sent his Son into the world that we might be saved through him.

Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that
everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.
Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost
but may have eternal life.
For God sent his Son into the world not to condemn the
world, but so that through him the world might be saved.
No one who believes in him will be condemned; but whoever
refuses to believe is condemned already, because he has
refused to believe in the name of God’s only Son.
On these grounds is sentence pronounced: that though the
light has come into the world men have shown they
prefer darkness to the light because their deeds were evil.
And indeed, everybody who does wrong hates the light and
avoids it, for fear his actions should be exposed; but the
man who lives by the truth comes out into the light, so that it
may be plainly seen that what he does is done in God.’

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life
everlasting. Amen.

The Church evangelises and is herself evangelised
through the beauty of the liturgy, which is both a
celebration of the task
of evangelisation and
the source of her
renewed self-giving.

Evangelii Gaudium
(2013) 24

Prayer of the Faithful

Leader: The psalmist calls us not to forget the love of God.
Therefore, in this Lenten season as we open ourselves in
this Eucharist, we call out with the needs of our community
and our world.
Reader: We pray for God’s holy church, especially Pope
Francis and Archbishop Anthony may God raise up
prophets and preachers to call his people to renewed
fidelity and away from sin. (pause). We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for our country, Australia. May Harmony
Week deepen our appreciation of the diverse cultures that
enrich the nation. (pause) We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for parents, teachers and catechists and
all who teach others the stories that draw them into the life
of Christ. Give them strength to continue their ministry and
bring others into the light of knowledge and truth. (pause).
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all in aged care. May the
recommendations of the royal commission ensure they are
cared for with dignity and compassion. (pause).
We pray to the Lord
All: Lord hear our prayer.

Priest: I now invite the children who are preparing for
their Sacrament of First Reconciliation to stand. (pause)
In your third week session we learnt ‘Forgiving and being
Forgiven’. We thank God for the gifts he has given us, our
family and our friends.
Bow your heads now as we pray for you.
Prayer over the children:
‘Lord, bless the children of our community of St Mark’s
preparing for the Sacrament of Penance for the first time.
May they come to you for forgiveness and mercy.
May they be filled with confidence and trust in your love.
Heal and guide them in the ways of your love and mercy.
May their families and this community help them to live
their Christian lives to the full.
We ask this through Christ our Risen Lord.
All: Amen

The Midpoint of Lent

What if I'm at the midpoint of Lent and not much is going on? I
began with the best of intentions, but I am not sure what I'm doing
or what I want to be doing. Can my Lent be 'rescued"? Can a six
week journey be completed in the remaining next two or three
weeks - waiting for my heart to be open? Of course, the answer is
“yes.” It doesn't take long for God, when we are ready.
How to begin again - The first step to beginning again has already
begun, if I have the desire for something real during Lent. A
therapist once said that "we get better when we get tired of not
being better." This isn't the same as "guilt." Feeling guilty for not
doing much about Lent won't get us very far. What we need is a
real desire - a real sense of expectation that God has something for
me to hear, to learn, to change, and I want to be ready to listen.
Leader: God of all grace, you loved the world so much you Lent begins when I can say "Help me Lord!" Now I can turn to the
gave us your beloved Son. Help us always to walk in the
Lord, with some real, concrete desires. Now I can practice waking
light he shone. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
up each morning and naming a desire: "Lord, it feels so good to be
All: Amen
honest with myself before you. Let me know your presence today.
Help me face the challenges that will be there today. Give me some
Offertory Antiphon
Ps:134: 3– 6
more freedom to make different choices, and act on the graces you
Praise the Lord for the Lord is good, sing to his name,
are giving me, to refrain from escaping." Imagine all the different
for he is gracious! Whatever the Lord pleases he does
prayers - one minute long - that would shape our day! With these
in heaven and on earth.
desires to let God's grace transform me, then I can pause before
1.For I know that the Lord is great, our Lord is greater than going to bed each night, and look back through the day to thank
all gods. All that the Lord wills he does in heaven and on
God for the places I felt God's presence and help.
earth.
Focusing Lent with a Plan - f we have a plan, we are more likely to
Communion Antiphon
Cf. Ps 121: 3-4 follow it. That plan can have the following elements, which will
give real purpose in vitality to our Lenten experience.
Jerusalem is built as a city bonded as one together.
What am I going to give up each day?
It is there that the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, to
How can I be generous today?

Reader: We pray for our parish, especially those preparing
for First Reconciliation. May our Lenten observance show
us that we are God’s work of art. (pause).
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those who have died and those who
are grieving in our community. May they be supported by
the love and care of those around them. (pause).
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

praise the name of the Lord.
1.I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise shall be ever in
my mouth. Let my soul glory in the Lord, the lowly will hear
me and be glad.
2. O magnify the Lord with me, let us together extol his
name. I sought the Lord, and he answered me and
delivered me from all my fears.

United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together, Growing in Faith.

Let’s give Lent a new start in the days ahead.
God is offering us more than we can ask or imagine.

Reconciliation and Healing
Lent is a wonderful time to celebrate the reconciling love and the healing graces our Lord offers us. Like all religious
experience, it takes preparation.
Reconciliation is what God does. We prepare for it by opening ourselves up, by reflecting upon the areas of darkness in
our lives into which God so deeply desires to shine a light. It might begin with the simple question: Where might God
be offering me forgiveness and healing? If my answer is, "I don't know," then I have some reflection to do. I can
examine my life - what I have done and what I have failed to do - and see what graces are offered me there. If I've
come through that "era" of saying that any guilt, anything that makes me feel bad about myself, is a bad thing, to be
avoided at all costs, then I might have a difficult time coming to genuine sorrow for my sins. If this is the case, I need to
"go to work" on my reflection, asking God to rouse a sense of embarrassment, leading to deep sorrow, for any way I
may not have been faithful, honest, loving, self-less or generous - in my relationship with God, with my family, with
others. I can look at each of my responsibilities - as a citizen of a city and a country and the world, a neighbour, an
employee, a member of a parish or congregation, as a parent or a spouse or as a son or daughter.
God will always shine light into these important parts of our lives, to help us experience remorse and a genuine desire
for forgiveness and healing. The point here is not ultimately to focus on ourselves. God always reveals us to ourselves,
so that God might reveal to us our need for a Saviour. The focus is on God's reconciling, healing love. Real love isn't our
love for God, but God's love for us.
I can prepare for genuine reconciliation by preparing to better trust God's love for me, based upon two convictions:
†
First, God's love is un-conditional. It is not conditioned on my being better, or my overcoming anything, or even
my being good at all. God just loves me. I am always precious in the eyes of the One who made me and desires
to embrace me with the gift of complete freedom, in everlasting life.
†
Secondly, God knows everything, including what I'm struggling with or suffering under. The God of all
compassion, understands me and loves me. It may be that the place where I need the greatest sorrow and desire
for forgiveness and healing is my lack of trust in God's complete and unconditional love for me.
Celebrating Reconciliation
Reconciliation is what God does. Receiving it and celebrating it is what we do. For those of us who are Catholics, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation is a most natural way to celebrate God's reconciliation. We used to think of this sacrament
as only about "confession" - that it was like a dumping ground for my sins, where I got forgiven, and I had to "pay a
toll." One of the great recoveries in our Christian history is to re-discover the meaning of this sacrament.
It is God who forgives sins
And God forgives us the very moment that we come to the experience that we need forgiveness (which itself comes
through God's grace). At that moment, I feel sorrow and a desire for forgiveness and healing. In that moment, I am
reconciled with God. The reunion, the bond, the connection, the joy are all there.
Three more things remain:
†
to receive it deep within my heart,
†
to celebrate it,
†
and to participate in the healing process.
An integral part of the reconciliation involves the healing process. Part of the Sacrament of Reconciliation is to practice
a "remedy" for the healing I desire. Often that will simply be prayer. Expressing my gratitude to God is one of the most
important steps on the road to recovery from my independence from God.
excerpt from creighton.edu/collaborative ministry/Lent copyright 2021

GO MAKE DISCIPLES?
Evangelisation
Jesus gave witness to the purpose for which He was
sent; His mission was to proclaim the Good News
(Luke 4:43) and He calls us as His disciples to
continue that mission today. Inspired by his or her
encounter with the Lord, the missionary disciple
seeks to witness and proclaim Christ to all
people, including those who do not know Him and
those who may no longer practise their faith or
participate in the life of the Church. Evangelisation
is a natural expression of this discipleship, as Pope
Benedict XVI observed: “[d]iscipleship and
mission are like the two sides of a single coin:
when the disciple is in love with Christ, he cannot
stop proclaiming to the world that only in Him do
we find salvation (cf. Acts 4:12). In effect, the
disciple knows that without Christ there is no light,
no hope, no love, no future”.
(Pope Benedict XVI, Address at the Inaugural
Session of the Fifth General Conference of the
Bishops of Latin American and the Caribbean,
Aparecida, 13 May 2007)
The vitality and future of our parishes and
communities depend on our desire and ability to be
faithful to Jesus’ call, by cooperating with the Holy
Spirit to bring others into an encounter and
friendship with Jesus Christ, and at the same time
allowing ourselves to encounter Him anew. The
story of the Church has always been that of a
community of faith into which others are grafted
and grow as disciples.

Find out

more

Dates for the Diary
† Tuesday 16 March 2021 7:00pm
First Reconciliation candidates Mass,
Prayer and Practice evening. Register to attend.
† Tuesday 16 March 2021 7:30pm
Evening Lenten Group - Parish Centre
Make space for time with God
Hosted by Sr Josephine Brady
(approx. 1 hour includes refreshments.)

† Wednesday 17 March 2021 7:30am & 6.30pm
Mass to celebrate St Patrick’s feast day. St. Patrick of
Ireland is one of the world's most popular saints.
He was born in Roman Britain and when he was fourteen
or so, he was captured by Irish pirates
during a raiding party and taken to Ireland as a slave to
herd and tend sheep. At the time, Ireland was a land of
Druids and pagans but Patrick turned to God.
† Wednesday 17 March 2021 6:30pm
Mass & FINAL Lenten talk - St Mark’s Church
Join us to celebrate Mass followed by a Lenten talk;
“Who do you say that I am”.
Reflections on the Churches faith in Jesus of Nazareth
Presented by Fr Denis Minns OP.
† Thursday 18 March 2021 10:00am
Morning Lenten Group - Parish Centre
Gather in the Name of the Lord - Parish Centre
Hosted by Maria Di Giovanni
(approx. 1 hour includes morning tea.)

www.gomakedisciples.org.au
Evangelization:
“To announce good news”
Comes from two Greek words, meaning “to share
what is good with others.”
We share the Good News of the Gospel to the nongeographical frontiers of our community: where
the message of Jesus has not yet been heard, or
where it has been heard, but not yet won
acceptance.
It offers a “door of faith” - to a life of communion
with God.

† Thursday 18 March 2021 7:00pm
First Reconciliation candidates Mass,
Prayer and Practice evening. Register to attend.
† Friday 19 March 2021 8:00am
Feast of St Joseph spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
In the year of St Joseph to honour the 150th anniversary
of the saint’s proclamation as patron of the Universal
Church. “St. Joseph reminds us that those who appear
hidden or in the shadows can play an incomparable role in
the history of salvation.”
† Friday 19 March 2021 12 noon
Stations of the Cross - St Mark’s Church
Follow the path of Christ and enter into a
deeper understanding and experience of the
passion of Jesus,
so you are ready to celebrate Easter with new joy.
† Friday 19 March 2021 from 7.00pm
Twilight Candlelight Adoration - A time of renewal,
a silent conversation with God - St Mark’s Church

(Come for as little or as long as you wish, the Sacrament of
Penance will be available)

† Saturday 20 March 2021 10:30am
Weekend Lenten Group - Parish Centre
Converse through reflection & prayer - Parish Centre
Hosted by Fr John or Fr Michael
(approx. 1 hour includes refreshments.)

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick
members of our community: Rosa Petrino, Heather Burbidge,
Wendy Madden, Jennifer La Gerche, Rocco Zoccali,
Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra,
Lina Giannandrea and Sr Carmel Clancy P.V.B.M. & all

St. Mark’s community members unwell at this time.
Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:

Register to attend Mass on
- St Mark’s Website www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Register with trybooking before
3pm
REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL
Weekday Masses:
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 9:30am
Wednesday - 7:30am & 6:30pm
Thursday 9:30am
Friday 8:00am
Saturday 12pm Mass
The Sacrament of Penance Saturday 11.00am - 11.55am

Weekend Masses:
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday - 9:00am,
10:30am & 6:00pm

Margaret Maunsell, Dolores Borg, Rita Rota, M Velayuthan and
Registration is essential
friends, Judy Moran (nee Fahy), Kevin Fahy, Helen Jones (nee Fahy),
Rosalea Gabriel (nee Fahy), George Peres da Costa,
MASKS ARE HIGHLY
Rena Fernandes, Patrick Griffith, Emelia and Lorenzo Bocconi,
RECOMMENDED AT
Gladys Waldie, Irene and Richard Cartwright and Terry O’Neill
CHURCH
QR CODE ON ENTRY
Recently Deceased: Norma Fagan, Sandra Riley, Helen Reed,
Bishop Bede Heather (Bishop Emeritus of Parramatta), Michelina Saciano,
Adam Boyd, Peter Knox, Madam Cecilia Chye, Paul Kelleher,
Umberto Grati and Kevin Shanahan.
No offertory! One by product of COVID is our collection bowls
We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers
are not passed around. How long can our Church go on without
to their families. May they rest in peace.
receiving your donations?
Do you know of anyone who is sick and in need of
We have collection bowls at the centre and entrance of the
prayer or pastoral care? Please advise the parish office.
Church for your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray
machines at our entrance for your cards. There are Green Cards
for parishioners to fill in for a tax deduction on the donation.
We thank you for your kindness and donation.
First Collection: is for the Priests.
Second Collection: is for the running of the Parish.
Italian Stations of the Cross at St Mark’s Church

27 | 28 March – Palm Sunday
Saturday 5:30pm Vigil, Sunday 9:00am, 10:30am & 6:00pm.
Holy Week
Monday 29 March - 8:00am Mass
Tuesday 30 March - 9:30am Mass
Tuesday 30 March - 1.30pm Via Crucis in Italiano
Tuesday 30 March - 7:30pm Sacrament of Penance
Wednesday 31 March - 7:30am Mass
Wednesday 31 March - 6:30pm Mass
No Thursday Morning Mass
Triduum Schedule
Thursday 1 April - 7.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday 2 April - 9:30am Morning Prayer followed by
10.00am Stations of the Cross.
Good Friday 2 April - 3:00pm The Passion of the Lord
Holy Saturday 3 April - 9:30am Morning Prayer bring a basket
of Easter foods for blessing.
Easter Masses
Saturday 3 April - 7:00pm Easter Vigil Mass
Sunday 4 April - 7:00am, 9:00am, 10:30am
Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord
Sunday 4 April - 6:00pm Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord
Easter Monday 5 April - 8:00am Mass
BOOK TO ATTEND www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

VIA CRUCIS IN ITALIANO
Martedì 30 Marzo 2021 alle 13.30
Tutti benvenuti
ITALIAN STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Tuesday 30 March 2021 at 1.30pm
All Welcome

We welcome into our faith
community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at
St. Mark’s:

Clara Sophia Emmett
and we congratulate her parents.
God bless you.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

Parish Priest: Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV
Priest in Residence: Fr Denis Minns OP Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone,
and no photography during the Mass. Thank you

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

Gospel Reflection To fully understand this week’s gospel passage, it is important to take the first reading into

consideration as well. The account from 2 Chronicles describes the way in which the people began to neglect their
relationship with God. Despite prophets and messengers being sent to them, they turned their backs on God. At about this
time the Israelites were conquered, the Temple in Jerusalem destroyed and the survivors taken into exile in Babylon. For
many, this was seen as a punishment from God because of their neglectful and selfish behaviour. But the reading
demonstrates God’s infinite patience with humankind. God gives the people another chance and calls on them to rebuild
the Temple in Jerusalem. God is willing to wipe the slate clean and start afresh. It is in this context that we must
understand the gospel passage. In yet another attempt to demonstrate love and forgiveness, God’s only Son – the Word
made Flesh – is sent into the world to lead the people from darkness to light. Despite the many, many attempts by God to
demonstrate love and foster a relationship with humankind, the people have repeatedly rejected the relationship with God
and preferred to live a life of selfishness and darkness. Yet we see through both of these readings the unquenchable
nature of God who keeps giving humankind one more chance.
In our day to day relationships, it is true that we often seek to test the limits of the love that is expressed. Young people in
particular often test the boundaries of their parents’ love and the boundaries of others who care for them. It is often a test
to reassure themselves of this love – will you still love me, even if I do this? Today’s readings portray the people of God as
adolescents constantly testing out the limits of God’s love. In a remarkable act, God’s own Son is sent into the world to die
as a sign of the lengths to which God will go to assure humanity of the love that is theirs for the taking.

Have you thought? God in popular culture Think for a moment of the last time you saw or heard a reference to

God on a television program, in a song, or some other popular medium. Chances are, the reference was one of a judging,
vengeful, punishing God. This sort of image plays particularly well with a modern audience. It’s easier to dismiss God as
irrelevant if we can paint God in that sort of image. TV sitcoms do it particularly well with thunderclaps, bolts of lightning
and booming, disapproving voices from above. It’s much harder to dismiss a God of love who will go to extremes to
demonstrate that love.

Gospel Focus – Not to condemn …

The gospel passage tells us that God’s Son was not sent into the world to condemn it, but rather, ‘so that through him the
world might be saved’. It also tells us that whoever refuses to believe ‘is already condemned’. God does not condemn the
world, nor individuals within it. Indeed, God is absolutely determined to save the world. However, we do sometimes
condemn ourselves. When we turn our back on love; when we hide from relationships; when we wallow in selfishness –
we shut ourselves off from relationship with God and condemn ourselves. We only have to open our eyes to see the
alternative!

Historical Context – Babylonian Exile In the book of Leviticus (25:4), it is commanded that every seventh year, the
land was to be allowed to have a ‘Sabbath year’ – no tilling soil, no planting, no harvesting. The people failed to observe
this command and the prophet, Jeremiah, interprets the destruction of the Temple and exile into Babylon as God’s
opportunity to enforce the period of Sabbath rest for the land. The people were in exile in Babylon for 70 years, ending
about 537 BCE when the Persian emperor, Cyrus, conquered the Babylonians and agreed to return the Israelites to their
land. He also returned to them all of the treasures looted from the Temple so that it may be rebuilt.
© Greg Sunter

Project Compassion
Virtual Immersions
Each week during this Lenten season, Caritas Australia is holding Virtual Immersion opportunities for parishes via
Zoom video conferencing. These digital engagements will allow participants to focus on prayer and reflection,
Catholic Social Teaching and an interview and Q&A with Caritas International Program staff.
Sessions will run Tuesdays and Thursdays for one hour across Australia. You can register for a Virtual Immersion by
going to lent.caritas.org.au.
* Pilgrimage of Peace. Iraq trip brings together Muslims and Christians
* Shoemaker to Papal Saint
* Mark Shea on Lent
*Movie review: The Mauritanian
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Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.
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You are required to Register to attend ALL MASSES on the parish website - numbers restrictions apply.
You are required to register when attending any event in the Parish Centre.
You will need to use the Services NSW QR Code to register when you enter the Church. A different QR code is used when
you enter the Parish Centre.
You will need to have the Services NSW App on your phone.
Please help us by registering with your Smart Phone with the QR Code when you come to Mass or enter the Parish Centre.
We realise that some people do not have a Smart phone, contact the Parish Centre to register for Mass.
It is IMPORTANT that EVERYONE who enters the Church registers, QR Code and sanitisers.
Masks are no longer Mandatory however are highly recommended.
Please do not become complacent and make sure you continue to be vigilant.
Following ALL MASSES we ask for assistance in cleaning our pews and Church.

