- St Mark’s Parish community welcome our Kindergarten families - this is my Son, the beloved; listen to him -

We are family.

In life, there are moments that we wish to last forever,
but they come and go quickly like a breeze. Those moments
can be of joy, happiness, and consolation. The gospel this week
tells us that Peter, James, and John also experienced these
happy and consoled moments by gazing at the face of the
transfigured Jesus. “It is wonderful for us to be here; so let us
make three tents…” (Mk 9, 5) was what Peter said to Jesus after
witnessing that wonderful moment. As the scripture mentions,
he said that because he did not know what else to say. But
perhaps, he suggested this option because he wanted to stay in
that happy moment a little bit longer.

For one another, we are love and trial, strength and trouble.
Even when far apart, we belong to one another and, in
various ways, we remember and pray for one another.
We join now to give thanks to our God and to ask God’s
blessing on our families those who are present
and those who are not here.
We bless your name, O Lord
for sending your own incarnate Son
to become part of a family, so that,
as he lived its life, he would experience
its worries and its joys.
We ask you, Lord,
to protect and watch over this kindergarten family,
so that in the strength of your grace
its members may enjoy prosperity,
possess the priceless gift of your peace,
and, has the Church alive in your home,
and bear witness in this world of your glory.

Similar to Peter, we also have many sweet and happy
moments that we do not want to let go. However, we cannot
keep wandering or pondering on those moments forever. We
need to move on because we also have our own life to live and
our own family to look after. Peter and other disciples went up
the mountain, which required a lot of effort, without knowing
what would happen. The Transfiguration happened
unexpectedly (only for the disciples) just as a bonus for their
effort. They then had to accept the fact that they could not
remain there forever but had to go down the mountain. Just as
the disciples had to go through different stages: going up the
mountain, experiencing the Transfiguration, going down the
mountain, we also need to go through the same process in our
life. Only through failures and difficulties, we can appreciate
happy moments when they come to us; and only through
failures and difficulties, we can learn more about ourselves and
be strengthened after every time we failed.

We ask this through Christ our Lord
Amen

In this second week of Lent, let us therefore ask God
to strengthen our faith and trust so that we can have enough
faith and courage to “go up the mountain” through prayer,
reflection and attending Mass. We also ask God to help us to
learn to move on. We need to learn to use our sweet and happy
memories, especially good times with God wisely, so they can
become our source of encouragement and support in life.

Yours in Christ, Fr John Pham

join Fr. Michael at

Gospel Acclamation
Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Ps 24:6,2,22

Remember your compassion, O Lord, and your
merciful love, for they are from of old. Let not our
enemies exult over us. Redeem us, O God of Israel,
from all our distress.
1. To you O Lord I have lifted up my soul. In you O my God
I put my trust, let me not be ashamed.
2. Keep my soul and deliver me, I shall not be ashamed for
in you have I hoped.

First Reading

Gen 22:1-2. 9-13. 15-18

A reading from the book of Genesis
The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith.

God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, Abraham,’ he
called.’ Here I am’ he replied. ‘Take your son,’ God said
‘your only child Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah. There you shall offer him as a burnt offering, on a
mountain I will point out to you.’
When they arrived at the place God had pointed out to him,
Abraham built an altar there, and arranged the wood. Then
he bound his son Isaac and put him on the altar on top of
the wood. Abraham stretched out his hand and seized the
knife to kill his son.
But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven.
‘Abraham, Abraham’ he said. ‘I am here’ he replied. ‘Do not
raise your hand against the boy’ the angel said. ‘Do not
harm him, for now I know you fear God. You have not
refused me your son, your only son.’ Then looking up,
Abraham saw a ram caught by its horns in a bush.
Abraham took the ram and offered it as a burnt offering in
place of his son.
The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time from
heaven. ‘I swear by my own self – it is the Lord who speaks
– because you have done this, because you have not
refused me your son, your only son, I will shower blessings
on you, I will make your descendants as many as the stars
of heaven and the grains of sand on the seashore. Your
descendants shall gain possession of the gates of your
enemies. All the nations of the earth shall bless themselves
by your descendants, as a reward for your obedience.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 115:10. 15-19. R. 114:9

(R.) I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of
the living.
1.I trusted, even when I said: ‘I am sorely afflicted.’ O
precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his faithful
(R.)
2. Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; you have
loosened my bonds. A thanksgiving sacrifice I make: I will
call on the Lord’s name. (R.)
3. My vows to the Lord I will fulfil before all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O
Jerusalem. he Lord is good and upright. He shows the path
to those who stray, he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Pt 3:18-22

See Mt 17:5

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
From the shining cloud, the Father’s voice is heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel

Mk 9:2-10

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
his is my Son, the beloved; listen to him.

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led
them up a high mountain where they could be alone by
themselves. There in their presence he was transfigured: his
clothes became dazzlingly white, whiter than any earthly
bleacher could make them. Elijah appeared to them with
Moses; and they were talking with Jesus. Then Peter spoke
to Jesus. ‘Rabbi,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be here;
so let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses and
one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say; they were so
frightened. And a cloud came, covering them in shadow; and
there came a voice from the cloud, ‘This is my Son, the
Beloved. Listen to him.’ Then suddenly, when they looked
round, they saw no one with them any more but only Jesus.
As they came down from the mountain he warned them to
tell no one what they had seen, until after the Son of Man
had risen from the dead. They observed the warning
faithfully, though among themselves they discussed what
‘rising from the dead’ could mean.

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life
everlasting. Amen.
FIRST RECONCILIATION BLESSING
Priest: I now invite the children enrolled in the
Sacrament of Penance
(First Reconciliation) to stand. (pause)
In your first week session we learnt about
Making Choices. We thank God for the gifts
he has given us, our family and our friends.
Bow your heads now as we pray for you.
Prayer over the children:
‘Lord, bless the children of our community of St Mark’s
preparing for the Sacrament of Penance for the first time.
May they come to you for forgiveness and mercy. May they
be filled with confidence and trust in your love. Heal and
guide them in the ways of your love and mercy. May their
families and this community help them to live their Christian
lives to the full. We ask this through Christ our Risen Lord.
All: Amen

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
God did not spare his own Son.

With God on our side who can be against us? Since God
did not spare his own Son, but gave him up to benefit us
all, we may be certain, after such a gift, that he will not
refuse anything he can give. Could anyone accuse those
that God has chosen? When God acquits, could anyone
condemn? Could Christ Jesus? No! He not only died for us
– he rose from the dead, and there at God’s right hand he
stands and pleads for us.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English
Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL).
All rights reserved.

Prayer of the Faithful

Leader: The psalmist calls us to walk in the presence of the
Lord in the land of the living. We offer our needs, the needs
of our community and the needs of the land on which we
live.
Reader: We pray for the Church that the glory of God be
seen in the world through her works and the life of her
members who live in faith and joy. (pause).
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the millions of people without access
to clean water. That together, as a global family, we work
hard to ensure this basic human right is upheld so families
and their communities can thrive. (pause)
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the women of Vanuatu, that their
leadership of the World Day of Prayer this week will inspire
Christians everywhere to build their lives on Christ. (pause).
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for our kindergarten children as they
begin their learnings. May their hearts be filled with the love
of God so that they can become good members of the
Church and good citizens for our country. (pause).
We pray to the Lord
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the parish community, that it will keep
faithful company with those who are preparing for the
sacraments of initiation this Easter (pause).
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that our deceased relatives and friends
may behold the beauty of the Lord in the halls of heaven.
(pause)
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Leader: Father, as you transfigured your Son in glory,
please transfigure us and our world as we wait in faith and
hope for our needs to be heard. We make our prayer
through the power of the Spirit and in the name of Jesus
Christ, your Son.
All: Amen

Offertory Antiphon

Ps:118: 47 - 48

I will delight in your commands which I Love
exceedingly and I will lift up my hands to your
commands which I Love.
1.Be mindful of your word to your servant in which you have
given me hope.
2.This is my comfort in my affliction that your promise has
given me life.

Communion Antiphon

Mt 17:5

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased;
listen to him.
1.The voice of the Lord is full of power; the voice of the Lord
is full of splendor.
2. The Lord will give strength to the people; the Lord will
bless his people with peace.

United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

THE SEASON OF LENT is the most appropriate time for celebrating the SACRAMENT OF PENANCE.
Already on Ash Wednesday the people of God has heard the solemn invitation, Turn away from sin and
believe the good news. It is therefore fitting to have several penitential celebrations during Lent, so that
all the faithful may have an opportunity to be reconciled with God and their neighbour and so be able to
celebrate the paschal mystery in the Easter Triduum with renewed hearts.
The Sacrament of Penance is better celebrated before rather than during the Easter Triduum.

Ways to Walk Through Lent with your family & friends in Christ.
During the liturgical season of Lent, we faithful are asked to seek the Lord in prayer and reading
Scripture, to practice self-control through fasting, and to serve by giving alms.
Lent is an ideal season to travel through in a groups with your friends and family because when we
partner in Praying, Fasting, and Almsgiving, we keep each other on track, bear each other’s burdens,
and deepen our faith and friendships. Lent is a great time to reach out to family and friends in Christ and
invite them to accompany you through Lent.
There are many ways to experience Lent, but here are some ideas for joining with each other and your
community and to emulate the early disciples on the road to Emmaus - they accompanied each other as
they came to recognise Christ in their midst.

Learn and practice a new devotion together. Perhaps your family group could learn about the Seven
Sorrows Rosary, or the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, or the Angelus. Devotions are a great way to learn a
new way to meditate on the life of Jesus – often through the eyes of Our Blessed Mother or a saint.
Attend one of our St Mark’s Parish Lenten Groups together.
Make a pilgrimage to a nearby Church. Our country has many Catholic churches to explore. In making
a pilgrimage, you will have time to get to know your family and friends in Christ and have some
dedicated time for prayer and contemplation.
Join St Mark’s Friday Twilight Candlelight Adoration in silence from 7.00pm taking in St Mark’s stained
glass windows while praying.
Participate in Stations of the Cross each Friday. During Lent, we remember Christ’s walk to the site of His
crucifixion. The meditation helps us to understand the depth of Christ’s love for us.
Stations of the Cross are at St Mark’s Church every Friday at 12 noon.
Make a decision with your family and friends to give something up together. Does your group love
gathering over a cup of coffee? What if you decided to give up the comfort of coffee as a Lenten fast?

(Think how good that coffee talk will be during the first week of Easter.)
Instead of a night out, meet for a holy hour. Fasting during Lent should include abstaining from meat on
Fridays, and can also involve refraining from doing enjoyable activities as a sacrifice.
Swap that night out for Twilight Candlelight Adoration every Friday from 7:00pm together re-focus on
the foundational relationship that you have with Jesus.
Take up a collection. If your friends or family meet weekly, consider taking up a collection at your
gatherings and donating the collection to St Mark’s Church Project Compassion for Caritas Australia.
If your friends or family group Pray, Fast, and gives Alms together this Lent, you may find that your
group wants to continue doing some of this Lenten work throughout the year.
Be open to where the Holy Spirit may be prompting your group.

Take a Lenten Bulletin home today,
Find out what is happening for Lent at St Mark’s
Sign up to attend
Lenten Groups (Morning & Evening’s available) - Stations of the
Cross - Mass & Lenten talk - Twilight Candlelight Adoration -

Dear Friends in Christ,
The scriptures recall Jesus saying, “I am the vine, you
are the branches.” Jn 15:5. He then goes on to speak
about remaining part of the vine, drawing strength, life
and bearing fruit.
Local Catholics struggled to build a church, a school,
a presbytery, a Parish Pastoral Centre and to maintain
a parish and community structure. People have been
generous over the years with time and talent. This all
helps us to reach out to those in need and minister to
others. We don’t live in a purely spiritual world, we
need financial resources to both advance and maintain
our spiritual momentum. Some presume that this is a
wealthy parish with large resources. We are not. We
live off what is given by the people who worship at St
Mark’s and contribute through the Planned Giving
Program & Tap n Pray.
Your continued and renewed giving allows
St Mark’s to meet the needs of our parish, to maintain
our ministries and to support our sacramental
programs to help develop a vibrant community.
We live in challenging times and your community
needs your support and commitment.
I invite you to consider seriously your contribution to
the parish and renew your support.
Where the money goes?

Our contributions support the ongoing and future
needs of our community.
Pastoral Care of community members and all those in
need.
Liturgical Celebrations as we gather to offer our
worship to God.
Care for the aged and young community members.
Religious Education for our children and families
sacramental preparation and for our catechists who
teach the Word of God.
Running Costs for our office staff to ensure you are
heard, and our community, to pay our bills such as
the telephone, gas, electricity, water and insurance.
Maintenance of the Church, Presbytery and Parish
Pastoral Centre and grounds.
Without financial support and volunteers

Dates for the Diary
†

School tours of St Mark’s Primary School
bookings are encouraged.
†
†

(approx. 1 hour includes refreshments.)

†

†

(approx. 1 hour includes morning tea.)

†
†

Thursday 4 March 2021 7:30pm

Evening Lenten Group - Parish Centre
Reflect upon the grace of God - Parish Centre
Hosted by Romina & Daniel Cavallo
(approx. 1 hour includes refreshments.)

†

Friday 5 March 2021 10:00am

World Day of Prayer Service - hosted by Abbotsford
Presbyterian Church (443 Great North Road
Abbotsford). This is an opportunity for churches to come
together to pray for our world with a particular focus on
Vanuatu. Join Fr Michael at this service to come
together in prayer as we pray for God’s kingdom.
(All welcome - no pre registration required)

†

Friday 5 March 2021 12 noon

Stations of the Cross - St Mark’s Church
Follow the path of Christ and enter into a deeper
understanding and experience of the passion of Jesus,
so you are ready to celebrate Easter with new joy.
†

Friday 5 March 2021 from 7.00pm

Twilight Candlelight Adoration - A time of renewal, a
silent conversation with God - St Mark’s Church

(Come for as little or as long as you wish, the Sacrament of
Penance will be available)

†

Saturday 6 March 2021 10:30am

Weekend Lenten Group - Parish Centre
Converse through reflection & prayer - Parish Centre
Hosted by Fr John or Fr Michael

3. One-page biography of family’s major involvements and

The Parish Priest Reference is sent directly to the school.
Thank you.

Thursday 4 March 2021 7:00pm

First Reconciliation 2nd Zoom Session.

2. A photo of your child who is being nominated, with the other

4. A stamped, pre-addressed envelope addressed to the school.

Thursday 4 March 2021 10:00am

Morning Lenten Group - Parish Centre
Gather in the Name of the Lord - Parish Centre
Hosted by Maria Di Giovanni

be filled out by the Parish Priest with details - such as the name
of your child, start year for the school, Parish and Parish Priest;

commitments in the life of the parish and primary school, past
and present, including membership in St Mark’s Parish Planned
Giving Program , parish or community ministry and other
commitments to the parish and school.

Wednesday 3 March 2021 6:30pm

Mass & Lenten talk - St Mark’s Church
Join us to celebrate Mass followed by a Lenten talk;
“Who do you say that I am”.
Reflections on the Churches faith in Jesus of Nazareth
Presented by Fr Denis Minns OP.

If you require a Senior school reference from Fr Michael, please
submit to the parish office all of the following documentation.

members of the family, if possible (family photo);

Tuesday 2 March 2021 7:30pm

Evening Lenten Group - Parish Centre
Make space for time with God
Hosted by Sr Josephine Brady

Senior School Reference:

1. The relevant part of the Senior School Nomination Form to

Tuesday 2 March 2021 7:00pm

First Reconciliation 2nd Zoom Session.

St Mark’s Community cannot thrive.

Fr Michael McLean - Parish Priest

Tuesday 2 March 2021 from 7:30am

(approx. 1 hour includes refreshments.)

†

Sunday 7 March 2021 4:00pm
Baptism Preparation - Zoom

In your love and concern,
please pray for the
following sick members of
our community:
Heather Burbidge,
Jennifer La Gerche,
Rocco Zoccali,
Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra, Lina
Giannandrea and Sr Carmel Clancy P.V.B.M.
& all St. Mark’s community members unwell at this time.

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:
Patrick Griffith, Irene and Richard Cartwright, Terry O’Neill,
Guistina Russo, members of the Ferraro Family, Domenico
Bianca, Fr Barnabas (Max) Brown O.F.M.,
Gladys Waldie, Alan Gill, Francis Lew & Margaret Mary Ong.
Recently Deceased: Lenny Kember, Helen Reed, Peter Knox,
Madam Cecilia Chye, Paul Kelleher, Umberto Grati,
Kevin Shanahan, Helen Reed, Mother Louisa Fausta and
Luigina Gallace.
We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers to
their families. May they rest in peace.

At Sunday 6.00pm Mass
We welcome Mr Ryan Bull
into the Catholic Church.

Register to attend Mass on
- St Mark’s Website www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Register with trybooking before
3pm
REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL
Weekday Masses:
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 9:30am
Wednesday - 7:30am & 6:30pm
Thursday 9:30am
Friday 8:00am
Saturday 12pm Mass
The Sacrament of Penance Saturday 11.00am - 11.55am

Weekend Masses:
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday - 9:00am,
10:30am & 6:00pm
Registration is essential
MASKS ARE HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED AT
CHURCH
QR CODE ON ENTRY

We ask that you register to attend Mass, although, our Church
capacity has increased, some Masses are at their weekly limit.
We ask that you arrive early for Mass to ensure enough time to
register, QR, sanitise and take a seat to be ready for the start of
Mass. Masks aren’t mandatory at Masses, they are recommended.
There are no collections taken up at Mass, for your parish
donation, collection plates are located in the centre and at the
main entrance of the Church along with our Tap n’ Pray
machines. We thank you for your kindness and donation.

BECOME PART OF OUR COMMUNITY
AND GET TO KNOW US.
†
†

†

†

Collect a St Mark’s welcome to our parish book and read all
about us.
Complete a Parish census form (this is not the school census)
so we can build your family and child’s sacramental profile
as you will need their sacramental profile on record for
some senior school entrance requirements.
Complete a volunteer form and join a ministry.
(Safeguarding requirements are needed and our parish
office and PSSO officer can assist you with this)
Join a family group, our groups are a cross section of ages,
including some children of the same age, or perhaps a
number of people of similar ages and stage in life. Everyone
is welcome to join, from grandparents to babies.
Complete a volunteer form and we will be in touch
Pick up today all are available at the main Church entrance.

Cleaning our Church is a priority! If you wish to light a candle
the stand and Church needs to be cleaned. We only require an
hour of your time for our Altar Society roster. (Days and times
flexible). Our roster has lost 10 members due to age, work
commitments, and ill health we are looking for new volunteers.
Bring a friend and spend an hour with the Lord. Speak with Fr
Michael or contact the parish office to volunteer.
Cleaning not your thing! We also require readers for our
Ministry of the Word roster, especially the 10:30am Mass. The
proclamation of the word is import for our understanding of
the word of God and our own spiritual development. Contact
the parish office to volunteer, training and resources provided.

We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s:

Hugo Phillip Joseph
and we congratulate his parents.
God bless you.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

Parish Priest: Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV
Priest in Residence: Fr Denis Minns OP
Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham
Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone,
and no photography during the Mass Thank you

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

Gospel Reflection

Like so many other important events in the Bible, the events of this week’s gospel occur on a high mountaintop. Mountaintops were places of special and dramatic encounter with God and the disciples’ experience of the transfiguration is clearly
no exception! In this instance, the disciples suddenly see Jesus’ power fully revealed but they fail to fully understand what
is going on. One might think how much more obvious could God be about trying to reveal Jesus’ identity to the disciples,
but still they don’t really catch on. Peter thinks he has caught on to the message. When the great prophets Elijah and Moses appear beside Jesus, Peter understands Jesus to be part of the line of prophets in the Hebrew tradition. He believes
he has had a great insight and is so impressed that he wants to remain on the mountaintop – setting up tents in honour of
Jesus, Elijah and Moses. In essence, Peter has still only partially understood who Jesus is. He thinks he is the Messiah,
but a Messiah in the same mould as the prophets of old, a prophet of the old tradition. He has not understood that Jesus is
breaking that mould and creating a new vision, a new tradition – one that is endorsed by the voice of God on the mountaintop.
Rather than allowing the disciples to set up tents and remain in the ‘high’ of this experience, Jesus immediately leads the
boys back down the mountain. This is perhaps the greatest message of this passage: that life is not lived on the mountaintop but back down in the valley. Although the mountaintop experience may have provided some new insight and new energy, it is back down in the valley that the world waits; that the real work needs to be done; that the sick and the poor are
crying out for God’s love and mercy.

Scriptural context – Not quite

Throughout the gospel of Mark, it is important to look at the stories that lie either side of important events to pick up the
subtlety of the gospel writer’s message. In this instance, the passage that immediately follows the Transfiguration is a story of the disciples trying unsuccessfully to heal a boy and Jesus having to intervene. It reinforces the message of the
mountaintop in which the disciples still only partially understand Jesus’ purpose and presence. They still haven’t fully mastered who Jesus is and so they have not fully mastered the ability to heal.

Have you thought? Mountaintop Moments

Throughout the Bible there are instances of important encounters with God on mountaintops. Even this week’s first reading, the sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham, occurs on a mountaintop. It is not the potential sacrifice, but the new relationship
between God and Abraham that is a mountaintop moment. In modern language, we often speak about ‘peak experiences’
– moments of exceptional clarity, intense emotion or extraordinary accomplishment. Sometimes, like Peter, we are tempted to try to remain ‘in the moment’ rather than using the peak experience as a motivator for when we go back down the
mountain to our normal (if perhaps changed) existence.

Gospel Focus – A new vision

Part of Peter’s mistake is to see the appearance of Elijah and Moses as a confirmation that Jesus has come to continue
the work of the great prophets of the past. Rather than placing Jesus in the old tradition of the prophets, the appearance of
Elijah and Moses, together with the voice of God, is to endorse the new direction that Jesus’ ministry is taking. Jesus’ new
vision for the world is informed by the relationships forged between God and the prophets of the past, but it is a vision of a
completely different way of relating to God: a much more personal relationship that calls us to respond from the heart to
those around us.
© Greg Sunter

Project Compassion
Virtual Immersions
Each week during this Lenten season, Caritas Australia is holding Virtual Immersion opportunities for parishes via
Zoom video conferencing. These digital engagements will allow participants to focus on prayer and reflection,
Catholic Social Teaching and an interview and Q&A with Caritas International Program staff.
Sessions will run Tuesdays and Thursdays for one hour across Australia. You can register for a Virtual Immersion by
going to lent.caritas.org.au.

* Called by Him: Aussies ask to enter the Church in Sydney
* ‘Don‘t bother with the disabled’: Fury at COVID protocols
* The Year of Revolution: Looking back at 1968
*200th Birthday: Catholic Education celebrates
CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
book-a-mass-time/

