
 

 Yours in Christ, Fr John Pham  

Leprosy is an infectious disease and according to the 
Jewish belief, leprosy is caused by the influence of an unclean 
spirit. People with leprosy were classified as those who were 
under the power of the devil and were not allowed to have 
contact with other people. They had to live separately from the 
human community, both socially and religiously. They had to 
wear rags, had long hair, and not allow to shave so people 
could recognise and avoid them. They also had to shout 
“unclean” if anyone approached them. Thus, lepers are not 
only suffering from physical pain, but also spiritual pain as they 
always lived in a state of loneliness and despair. That is why 
when the leper heard of Jesus, he came running to Jesus since 
Jesus was his only hope for recovery. 

The gospel this week therefore helps us to understand 
the context and the significance of Jesus' action. However, it is 
important to notice that it is the person with leprosy who had 
taken the first step. He came to Jesus and begged Him to make 
him well so that he could become a clean man and join the 
community. Of course, the leper was reckless in his act as he 
disregarded the law of having to stay away from others. This 
act of recklessness must come from a trust not only in Jesus' 
power to heal, but especially in His love and kindness. The 
course of the incident showed that the man did not believe in 
vain. Jesus felt compassion for his attitude and faith and cured 
him from the disease. 

Although we are not suffering from leprosy like the 
man in the gospel, we have other sorts of issues and problems 
that require our attention, both physically and spiritually. The 
cause for this can be variable from work to family or personal. 
There will be times when we experience loneliness and despair. 
There will also be times that we may feel the whole world has 
turned its back on us. Remember that, Jesus is always there for 
us. He is waiting for us to come to him and ask for help. He is 
waiting for us in all the sacraments, particularly in the 
Sacrament of Penance and the Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
However, just like the leper, we need to make our step first 
since He does not force anyone to come to him. Let us there 
for ask God to give us enough strength and courage so that we 
can step forward in the process of renewing ourselves, 
especially when Lent is drawing near. 

Collect your St Mark’s Lenten 
Bulletin - Lenten calendar for 

Children 
†  

LITTLE BLACK BOOK or  
LITTLE PURPLE BOOK  

a gold donation is appreciated 
for each Little Book which can 

be left on either collection. 
                        †   
 

St Mark’s Parish is offering 
Lenten talks -  Lenten Groups & 
Light by Light Adoration,  
Stations of the Cross & more! 
Register to attend! 

Wednesday 17 February  
Mass & distribution of Ashes  

7:30am | 9:30am | 12 noon  
& 6:30pm - Register to attend.  

Shrove Tuesday is the day before  
Ash Wednesday (the first day of Lent), 

observed  through participating in 
confession and absolution as well as 

eating pancakes.  
Adoration & Sacrament of Penance 

from 7:00pm  
St Mark’s Chruch -  Book to attend.  

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the World XXIX 
World Day of the Sick is available to read on  

St Mark’s parish website.  

 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon           Cf. Ps 30:3-4 

Be my protector, O God, a mighty stronghold to save 
me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! Lead me, 
guide me, for the sake of your name. 

1.In you O Lord have I hoped Let me never be confounded, 
deliver me in your justice.                                 
 

2.   Bow down your ear to me make haste to deliver me, for 
you are my strength and refuge.        

The Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to  
people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away 
the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the 
sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone 
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the  
glory of God the Father. 
Amen.              
 

First Reading               Lv 13:1-2. 44-46 

A reading from the book of Leviticus          
As long as he is unclean, he must live alone, outside the camp. 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or scab or 
shiny spot appears on a man’s skin, a case of leprosy of 
the skin is to be suspected. The man must be taken to  
Aaron, the priest, or to one of the priests who are his sons. 
‘The man is leprous: he is unclean. The priest must declare 
him unclean; he is suffering from leprosy of the head. A 
man infected with leprosy must wear his clothing torn and 
his hair disordered; he must shield his upper lip and cry, 
“Unclean, unclean”. As long as the disease lasts he must 
be unclean; and therefore he must live apart; he must live 
outside the camp.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm             Ps 31:1-2. 5. 11. R. v.7

(R.) I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill 
me with the joy of salvation.  
 

1.Happy the man whose offence is forgiven, whose sin is 
remitted. O happy the man to whom the Lord imputes no 
guilt, in whose spirit is no guile.  (R.) 
 

2. But now I have acknowledged my sins; my guilt I did not 
hide. I said: ‘I will confess my offence to the Lord.’ And you, 
Lord, have forgiven the guilt of my sin. (R.) 

3. Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, exult, you just! 
O come, ring out your joy, all you upright of heart.  (R.) 

Second Reading                     1 Cor 10:31 – 11:1 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians         
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 

Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at 
all, do it for the glory of God. Never do anything offensive to 
anyone – to Jews or Greeks or to the Church of God; just 
as I try to be helpful to everyone at all times, not anxious for 
my own advantage but for the advantage of everybody 
else, so that they may be saved. 
Take me for your model, as I take Christ. 

 
 

Gospel                             Mk 1:40-45 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark    
The leprosy left him and he was cured. 

A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If you 
want to’ he said ‘you can cure me.’ Feeling sorry for him, 
Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. ‘Of course I 
want to!’ he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the leprosy left him at 
once and he was cured. Jesus immediately sent him away 
and sternly ordered him, ‘Mind you say nothing to anyone, 
but go and show yourself to the priest, and make the offer-
ing for your healing prescribed by Moses as evidence of 
your recovery.’ The man went away, but then started talking 
about it freely and telling the story everywhere, so that Je-
sus could no longer go openly into any town, but had to 
stay outside in places where nobody lived. Even so, people 
from all around would come to him. 

Apostles Creed  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the 

Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Gospel Acclamation                              Lk 7:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A great prophet has appeared among us; 
God has visited his people. Alleluia! 

Blessed Lunar New Year! 

May the almighty bless you  

for success in life  

and everything that comes your way;  

May you leave behind all anger, pain fear and 

sadness  

as the year makes a fresh start.  



 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Just as Jesus was moved with pity at the plight of 
the leper who approaches him in today’s gospel reading, 
we know our God is one of boundless compassion. Secure 
in his desire to restore and heal, let us bring our needs  
before the Lord.                       
     
 

Reader: We pray for God’s Holy church, strengthened by 
the kindness and empathy of God, may we be a community 
where all are welcome to worship in joy and peace. 
(pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for the family of the Church, for loving  
relationships, and for the life of families around us. (pause)  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.   
 

Reader: We pray for the strength to heal divisions and to 
restore right relations in our lives as we approach this  
Lenten season.  May we look beyond ourselves to end  
poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for all the nations and those who  
celebrate Lunar New Year. May God bless them with many 
blessings and keep them safe during this difficult time.  
(pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for our children as they begin preparation 
for their Sacrament of First Reconciliation. May God open 
their heart towards love and mercy and prepare them well 
for this wonderful sacrament. (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    

Reader: We pray for all the sick, especially those from our 
community. May they be strengthened with God’s grace to 
endure all their suffering and pain. (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
  
 

Reader: We pray for the recently deceased and for those 
whose anniversary of death occurs around this time, may 
they be welcomed into the company of the saints. (pause)  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful (cont:) 
Leader: Loving Father, your Son healed many as he walked 
through Galilee and so we ask you to hear the needs of our 
community that we place before you and grant them 
through the power of the Spirit and in your Son’s name.  
All: Amen   

Offertory Antiphon                Ps 118:12.13 

Blessed are you O Lord teach me your statutes with my 
lips I have pronounced all the judgments of your 
mouth.                                 
1. Be mindful of your word to your servant in which you 
have made me hope.                  
 

2. This is my comfort in my affliction that your promise gives 
me life.         
 

 

Communion Antiphon                Jn 3:16 

God so loved the world  that he gave his Only Begotten 
Son, so that all who believe in him may not perish, but 
may have eternal life. 
1.He rained down manna upon them to eat and gave them 
the bread of heaven.                    
 

2. Man ate the bread of angels he sent them food in  
abundance.    

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  
And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove 

mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  
 

If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.  
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude.  

It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.  

As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will 
pass away.  

For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass 
away.  

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.  
 

When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 
face to face.  

Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.  
 

Happy Valentine’s Day 1 Cor 13ff 

Weekly Online Lenten Group - Receive the Grace to Go Make 
Disciples: A Lenten Companion 

 
Join Fr Noel Custodio, host of The Furnace podcast, as he leads 
an online Lenten Group which will use Receive the Grace to Go 

Make Disciples: A Lenten Companion.  
 

Dates: Wednesdays of Lent, commencing 17th February  
(Ash Wednesday) 

Time: 7:30pm – 8:15pm 
Register: www.gomakedisciples.org.au  



First Reconciliation: 
Last year’s 2020 First Reconciliation 

candidates begin with a Parent Information 
ZOOM on Tuesday 16 February. 

Preparing children for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation allows us to show them that 
God is love and that in mercy He is always 

ready to forgive, no matter what the wrong. 
 

 It assures them that God already knows the 
secrets of our hearts, but sometimes we 

need to name these aloud in order to 
prepare our hearts to renew the experience 
of God's love and forgiveness. It shows them 
that just as God is One, God dreams that we 

might all be one as well- one with each 
other and one with God. God's will is that 

all people will be reconciled with one 
another and with God.   

Enrolment Mass at St Mark’s will be  
20 | 21 February & the collection of your 

child’s preparation booklet.  

What an extraordinary gift!  

Sacrament of Confirmation  
We congratulate all those who were confirmed this 
week in the Parish by Bishop Terry Brady Bishop of 
Sydney and Bishop Peter Ingham Emeritus Bishop of 
Wollongong. We had four nights of Confirmation to 
allow for a sponsor and immediate family to attend. 
We held preparation by ZOOM and the candidates 

attended a special Mass and preparation in the 
Church the week before and were presented to the 

Parish last Sunday. 
The Confirmandi are attending many different 

schools and it was wonderful to see them reconnect 
with the Parish and old friends. We thank the 

parents for their support and interest in our young 
people’s formation and education. Thank you to the 
office staff who organised us all. To the musicians & 
singers, servers and readers, ushers & helpers a very 
big thank you. It really takes a village to raise a child 
and Drummoyne is a very strong & vibrant village. 

 

Thank you  
Fr Michael  

St  Mark’s Restoration  
Last week we placed on display and in the bulletin our plans for the restoration of  

St Mark’s Church. The plans and information are at the back of the church for your perusal and 
comment. The next step is for the approval of the Archbishop to be given & then we can proceed.  

Thank you to parishioners who have worked so hard to bring this about and to all those who 
contribute to the mission and ministry of St Mark’s. 

 The Primary School Project work is almost complete with only the entrance to be finalised and in 
the near future we will be able to inspect the fantastic learning environment that has been created 

with the new build & refurbishment of older areas.  Thank you for all your patience with the 
building works and inconvenience as you will see it is all worth it. 

Fr Michael  



COLLECT YOUR PROJECT COMPASSION FROM THE CHURCH FOYER 

Tuesday 16 February 2021 
Shrove Tuesday is the day before Ash 
Wednesday (the first day of Lent), observed  
through participating in confession and 
absolution, as well as eating pancakes.  
Adoration & Sacrament of Penance from 7:00pm  
St Mark’s Chruch -  Book to attend.  
 
Ash Wednesday 17 February 2021 
Mass and blessing of the ashes at 7.30am, 
9:30am,12 noon & 6.30pm.  Book to attend.  
 
Monday 22 February 2021 
The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle 
(Latin: Cathedra Petri), also known as the Throne 
of Saint Peter, is a relic conserved in St. Peter's 
Basilica in Vatican City, the sovereign enclave of 
the Pope inside Rome, Italy 
Mass at 8:00am.  Book to attend.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From this Friday, February 12th the changes 
announced this week at St Mark’s.  

†Archbishop Anthony has lifted the 
dispensation from our Sunday Mass obligation 

†Numbers have increased with the 2sqm 
social distancing rule  

†Masks are now optional, parishioners are 
encouraged to wear masks where social 
distancing is not possible. 

†Congregational singing is still not permitted 
for indoor Masses.  

†An electronic record of all attendees at 
Masses is still required. Any paper-based 
attendance records must be converted into an 
electronic format within 12 hours.  
We ask you assist the parish office by 
registering to attend Mass online to minimise 
the backloading. (Weekdays & Weekends) 
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
book-a-mass-time/ 

†Cleaning of the Church is still required.  

†Monitors at Masses are still required.  

Congregational%20singing%20is%20still%20not%20permitted%20for%20indoor%20Masses.
Congregational%20singing%20is%20still%20not%20permitted%20for%20indoor%20Masses.


 

 
 

 St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

 

In your love and concern, 
please pray for the 
following sick members of 
our community:   
Jennifer La Gerche, 
Rocco Zoccali,  
Patricia Ryan,  

 Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra, Lina Giannandrea and  
 Sr Carmel Clancy P.V.B.M.  
 & all St. Mark’s community members unwell at this time. 
 

 Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Fr Barnabas (Max) Brown O.F.M., Gladys Waldie, Alan Gill, 
Francis Lew, Margaret Mary Ong, members of the Uthappa   
family, Isidoro D’urso, Evenzio Boccalatte, Teresa Boccalatte, 
Vince Boccalatte, Umberto D'Ettorre, Stephen Wong, 
Marguerite Wong, Daniel Lao, Patricia Yong,  
Dr James Stackpool, Fr Kevin Muldoon, Sr Mary Britt OP, 
Frank Hanvey, Guisesseppe Gallace, Antonio Ziino,  
Catherina Di Losa Randazzo, Lily Conaghan, Eddie Conaghan,  
James Conaghan and Michael Conaghan. 
 

 Recently Deceased: Luigina Gallace, Frank Foster, (Ireland), 
Very Rev Isidore Anantharaj EV (Blakehurst), Fr Tim Cahill 
(Bathurst), Fr Stephen Barry Swift (Randwick),  and  Jack 
Washington. We pray for those who have died we offer our 
prayers to their  families.  May they rest in peace.  

Register to attend Mass on  
- St Mark’s Website -  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 
Register with trybooking before 

3pm   
REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL   

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm 

Sunday - 9:00am, 
10:30am  & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
 

MASKS ARE HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED AT 

CHURCH  
 

QR CODE ON ENTRY  

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6:30pm 
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       12pm Mass  
The Sacrament of Penance -  
Saturday 11.00am - 11.55am  

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  

Supporting Parents as the School Year Begins 
Parent Line is a service operated by CatholicCare.  

It is Australia wide for all parents, carers and guardians of 
children and young people.  

With the school year resuming after such a tough year for 
parents in 2021 - it’s good to know that parents can call the 
Parent Line for advice for anything related to parenting and 

caring for children and young people. 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s: 
Hugh Lawrence Beaven  

and we congratulate his parents. 
   God bless you. 

Anything worth doing is worth preparing for. 
Just imagine that this Lent is going to be different from every other 
Lent we've experienced.  Imagine that there will be many graces 
offered me this year.  Let's even imagine that God is going to help 
transform our lives, with greater freedom, greater joy, deeper 
desires for love and service. If we want it, we will choose it. Lent 
will be this wonderful season of grace for us if we give ourselves to 
it.  And, we will give ourselves to it to the degree we really want it 
badly.  So, in these days before Lent, we need to prepare our 
hearts.  We need to prepare by realizing how much we want to 
grow in freedom, how much we need to lighten our spirits and 
experience some real joy, and how much some parts of our lives 
really need changing. So, preparing our hearts is a process of 
preparing our desires.  This means practicing our sense of 
anticipation. If I imagine Lent as an "ordeal" or a time I dread in 
some way, then I've already pre-disposed myself to not get very 
much out of it.  These days before Lent are a time to start 
anticipating something wonderful that is about to happen. 
Our Focus:  On what God wants to give us. 
Our sense of excitement and anticipation will grow more easily if 
we begin to imagine what God wants to give us.  There is really 
something coming that we can truly look forward to.  If we get too 
focused on ourselves, and what we are going to do or not do, we 
could risk missing the gift God wants to give us.  We have to keep 
aware of the fact that grace comes from God.  This is about God's 
great desire to bless us.  Then, it is easier for us to imagine that 
what we really want to do is place ourselves in a space 
to receive what God wants to give us. 
Not starting from a dead stop. 
Taking some time to get ready for Lent will ensure that we aren't 
going to miss the first week or two of Lent, because we are just 
getting started.   
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, but we want to be ready to really 
take off on that day, rather than just beginning to think about Lent 
on that day.  Part of what makes a vacation or a special anniversary 
so special is the build-up to it.  
Before we get to Ash Wednesday, we should start asking ourselves 
some questions and we should start with some preparations. "What 
does God want to give me this year?"   
This question may require that I slow down a bit and listen to my 
inner spirit.  For example, even if I'm very busy, I realize I'm hungry 
when I hear my stomach start "growling." "What am I going to be 
doing on Ash Wednesday?"  Too often, Ash Wednesday is like every 
other day, except that I manage to get to church and get ashes on 
my forehead.  Is there anything else I can do on Ash 
Wednesday?  How will fasting and abstaining happen for me, for 
my family on that special day?  
Lent is not something I need to do alone. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/


 

Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 

Gospel Reflection 
It is hard to imagine a person in 1st Century Palestine who would be more of an outcast from society than the leper. Unfor-
tunately, any form of skin disease was categorised as leprosy (known as Hansen’s disease today). It was regarded as one 
of the greatest forms of uncleanliness and seen as a physical manifestation of God’s punishment on the person.  

For a person like this to even approach Jesus is a huge risk and an enormous act of faith. He trusts that Jesus will not re-
ject him like everybody else in his life has done. His request to Jesus is almost a demand; it is certainly filled with an utter 
conviction of Jesus’ ability and good will: ‘if you want to, you can cure me’. Jesus’ reaction is one of equally strong emotion 
– he is so moved by this man’s plight that he reaches out his hand and touches the man. To touch a person with leprosy 
was to break every rule of the clean/unclean social structure that dominated Jewish society. In this one action, Jesus chal-
lenges the entire basis on which Jewish society is constructed – the purity code. For Jesus to touch this man, according to 
the purity code, is to become unclean himself. But Jesus ignores these social rules and responds out of love and heals the 
man with word and action. However, Jesus knows that if the man is to be accepted back into society he needs to conform 
to the rules that dominate his world. He must present himself to the local priest who is the only one with the authority to 
declare someone cured of their disease and thus able to become ritually clean and welcome back into worship and back 
into everyday life. 

Historical Context – Leprosy  
To be a leper in 1st Century Palestine was to be utterly rejected from society. They were not permitted to engage in reli-
gious practice as they were permanently regarded as being ritually unclean and, indeed, unable to become clean as long 
as their disease lasted. The book of Leviticus, quoted in today’s first reading, contains two whole chapters of rules regard-
ing lepers. Lepers were forced to live outside of any village for fear of contamination and even had to call out a warning of 
‘Unclean! Unclean!’ if anyone came near them. They were forced to beg for food and money because no-one would hire 
them. They were literally on the very edge of society. 

Gospel Focus – What’s in a word? 
Verse 41 of this week’s reading begins, ‘Feeling sorry for him, Jesus stretched out his hand.’ This translation is from the 
Jerusalem Bible but if we were to consider other translations of the Bible we would find other phrases used such as: 
moved with pity; filled with pity; moved with compassion; filled with compassion; or even, filled with anger. By comparison, 
‘Feeling sorry for him’ seems a weak translation. Jesus’ reaction is a fully human one of indignation at what this man is 
forced to endure. It is a gut-wrenching response from the very core of Jesus’ humanity. 

Living the Gospel – Who is your leper? 
There is a story of Francis of Assisi in which he encountered a horribly disfigured leper. Initially, Francis was repulsed by 
the man but remembered that this man too was a child of God and made in the image and likeness of God. Overcoming 
his fears, Francis ran forward and embraced the man. Rather than seeing the disease, Francis saw the person. We can 
ask the question, Who is your leper? Who is the person in your life that you need to embrace rather than reject? Who 
would benefit from you viewing them with different eyes? Soft eyes! Eyes of compassion!       © Greg Sunter 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

 *  Chilling Victorian Law      
   *  First woman to vote in Synod     

* Tyburn sisters ensure serenity for all   
*Getting to know Catholic Social Teaching  

Collect the Lenten Bulletin and Little Books for yourself and 
your child. 

A gold coin donation is appreciated or tap n’ pray. 
 

Register to attend any of our Lenten Program’s at St Mark’s  
 We look forward to welcoming you. 
Our Lenten program will focus on….   

- Go Make Disciples - 
- A Lenten Companion -  

&  
- Comfort Lenten Program -  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

 

 

Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
book-a-mass-time/ 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/

