In the Gospel today we see Jesus come to the sick
woman, Peter’s mother-in-law, and offers his hand, raising her up
and she immediately begins to serve ministering to the sick
mother of his disciples. With his ministry then increasing to
minister to the needs of all. This is in the context of him
preaching in the Synagogue at Capernaum and him seeking the
solace of prayer alone in a deserted place. Jesus is a person of
prayer and action whose primary role is to preach and bring the
reign of God into people’s lives.

In the busyness of our lives, we sometimes long for
moments of solitude and aloneness where nobody can reach us,
and we have peace and silence. When these times of quiet come
we can be threatened by that silence and aloneness and try to fill
it up with activity, people and events.
Our lives are a mixture of times of action and activity
and moments of reflection and prayer. May we always have God
at the centre of our lives. In prayer each morning we can offer
God all that we do and say in the coming day – at the end of the
day we can make thanksgiving for all the opportunities and gifts
of the day – seeking the Lord’s forgiveness for our lack of
charity, unkindness or slackness during the day and so come to
rest with peace in our hearts.
Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ
Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest

God, Our Creator,
We thank you for our precious Gift of Faith.
May our Faith continue to Grow
through the power of
The Holy Spirit within us.
Lead us to share our Faith with Others;
Lead us to be open to
Ministry of Spreading the Good News
to Catholic children in public schools.

Wish to join and become a Catechist:
Contact the Parish office, speak to a one of our Catechist or
Fr John & watch this YouTube message from the
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine.
https://youtu.be/XbiBr62PnCE
Our Catechist Speaking at Mass this weekend are:
Saturday Vigil 5:30pm - Maria Di Giovanni
Sunday 9:00am - Kirsten Castorina
Sunday 10:30am - Isobel Boccalatte
Sunday 6:00pm - Lyn Boulos

Second Reading

1 Cor 9:16-19. 22-23

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

Entrance Antiphon

Ps 94:6-7

O come, let us worship God and bow low before the
God who made us, for he is the Lord our God.
1. O come let us praise the Lord with joy, let us joyfully
sing to God our Saviour. Let us come before his presence
with thanksgiving and make joyful noise to him with psalms.
2. The Lord is a great God and a great King above all
gods. For his hand are all the ends of the earth.

The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away
the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the
sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the
glory of God the Father.
Amen.

First Reading

Jb 7:1-4. 6-7

A reading from the book of Job
I am filled with sorrow all day long.

Job began to speak: Is not man’s life on earth nothing more
than pressed service, his time no better than hired
drudgery? Like the slave, sighing for the shade, or the
workman with no thought but his wages, months of
delusion I have assigned to me, nothing for my own but
nights of grief. Lying in bed I wonder, ‘When will it be day?’
Risen I think, ‘How slowly evening comes!’
Restlessly I fret till twilight falls. Swifter than a weaver’s
shuttle my days have passed, and vanished, leaving no
hope behind. Remember that my life is but a breath, and
that my eyes will never again see joy.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 146:1-6. R. v.3

(R.) Praise the Lord who heals the broken-hearted.
1.Praise the Lord for he is good; sing to our God for he is
loving: to him our praise is due. (R.)
2. The Lord builds up Jerusalem and brings back Israel’s
exiles, he heals the broken-hearted, he binds up all their
wounds. He fixes the number of the stars; he calls each
one by its name. (R.)
3. Our Lord is great and almighty; his wisdom can never be
measured. The Lord raises the lowly; he humbles the
wicked to the dust. (R.)

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English
Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL).
All rights reserved.

Punishment will come to me if I do not preach the Gospel.

I do not boast of preaching the gospel, since it is a duty
which has been laid on me; I should be punished if I did not
preach it! If I had chosen this work myself, I might have
been paid for it, but as I have not, it is a responsibility which
has been put into my hands. Do you know what my reward
is? It is this: in my preaching, to be able to offer the Good
News free, and not insist on the rights which the gospel
gives me.
So though I am not a slave of any man I have made myself
the slave of everyone so as to win as many as I could. For
the weak I made myself weak. I made myself all things to
all men in order to save some at any cost; and I still do this,
for the sake of the gospel, to have a share in its blessings.

Gospel Acclamation

Mt 8:17

Alleluia, alleluia!
He bore our sickness, and endured our suffering.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mk 1:29-39

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
He cured many who suffered from diseases of one kind or another.

On leaving the synagogue, Jesus went with James and
John straight to the house of Simon and Andrew. Now
Simon’s mother-in-law had gone to bed with fever, and they
told him about her straightaway. He went to her, took her by
the hand and helped her up. And the fever left her and she
began to wait on them. That evening, after sunset, they
brought to him all who were sick and those who were
possessed by devils. The whole town came crowding round
the door, and he cured many who were suffering from
diseases of one kind or another; he also cast out many
devils, but he would not allow them to speak, because they
knew who he was. In the morning, long before dawn, he got
up and left the house, and went off to a lonely place and
prayed there. Simon and his companions set out in search
of him, and when they found him they said, ‘Everybody is
looking for you.’ He answered, ‘Let us go elsewhere, to the
neighbouring country towns, so that I can preach there too,
because that is why I came.’ And he went all through
Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out
devils.

The Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the
third day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful

Leader: We know that our God is powerful and always
ready to come to the aid of those who are in need. With
trust, let us bring our petitions before him.
Reader: We pray for ordained and lay ministers. May they
bring hope to the despair and be agents of healing for those
suffer from mental, emotional, and spiritual pain. (pause).
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

Offertory Antiphon
Ps 16:5.6.7
Make my steps steadfast in your paths that my feet may
not falter. Incline your ear to me, and hear my words.
Show forth your wonderful mercies, O Lord, you who
save those who trust in you.
1. O Lord hear a cause that is just, attend to my
supplication. Turn your ear to my prayer no deceit is on my
lips.
2. From you let my judgement come forth, your eyes behold
what is right.

Reader: We pray for those who feel like Job with a sense of
futility and deep sorrow. May we show them compassion of
Jesus by reaching out to them with love, care and mercy.
(pause)
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

Communion Antiphon
Cf. Ps 106:8-9
Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his wonders for
the children of men, for he satisfies the thirsty soul,
and the hungry he fills with good things.
1.O give glory to the Lord for he is good for his mercy
endures forever.

Reader: We pray for our Catechists, may they be blessed
with creativity and enthusiasm as stewards of God’s gifts so
that they can share the Good News to the children they
teach. (pause).
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

2. For he has satisfied the empty soul and has filled the
hungry soul with good things.

Reader: We pray for our Confirmation Candidates. May
they be filled the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, and use these Gifts
well, so they can become faithful followers of Jesus.
(pause).
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for families who experience brokenness
through divorce and separation. May they find the support
that will enable them to go through this difficulty with peace
and strength. (pause)
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the sick of our community. Like Peter’s
mother-in-law who was healed by Jesus, may they also find
consolation and healing through Jesus and then rise to
serve others. (pause)
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Leader: God of creation, in you the restless, the anxious,
and the despair find peace and hope. Hear our prayers that
by clinging to you we might be healed from every infirmity
and strengthened to serve you.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen
Blessed are you, Father, who in your infinite love sent us your only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ, that we may have life, and have it in abundance.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our Eucharistic communities.
May they be places, of encounter with the living Christ, centres of evangelisation and
outreach to our community in love and mercy.
Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant
witnesses to the people of Sydney.
Our Lady, Help of Christians, Pray for us!
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangelisation. Pray for us!
St Mary of the Cross Mackillop. Pray for us!
St Mark. Pray for us!

Our relationship with God has patterns
Fundamentally our relationship with God is a gift. We don’t create it, earn it or maintain it on our own. However, our
relationship with God has many of these same elements. To the degree that we continue to nurture in that relationship, with
personal interaction - moving beyond formal prayers, written by others - we can grow in intimacy with God. Formal prayers, as
well as devotions, rituals and liturgy, are key ways to nurture a prayer life, for us as individuals and as a community. However,
Pope Francis makes an important distinction between “saying prayers” and praying. He encourages us to develop a relationship
which is personal and has elements of affection and genuine interaction. It is this kind of praying intimacy which takes on the
elements of relationship, as we know it.

St Mark’s Catholic Church, Drummoyne Scope of Works.
Internal- Flooring, Air Conditioning, Main Entrance, Confessional, Altar & Sanctuary, Sacristies.
External - Roof on west– side of Church, columbarium, working sacristy & priest sacristy.
Main Entrance:
Remove existing tiles to entry, & timber.
windows, doors and trim to vestibule.
Apply new tiles & vestibule enclosure.
Interior Layout-Vestibule:
Glazing & sliding doors, frames & pivot doors.
Update to existing columns to match door.
Interior Elevation-Vestibule Door:
Glazing, door frame to GL-01 & pivot doors.
Update to columns to match door frame.
Interior Elevation-Vestibule:
Existing timber entry doors & sliding door tracks.
Glass fixed to timber finishing plates running.
across ceiling & over brickwork from floor.
Interior Layout-Confessional:

(as per Archdiocese requirements)
Relocate priest availability switch to inside of safety
screen on existing timber trim.
Relocate privacy curtain to inside of safety screen.
New fan over to existing timber panelled ceiling.
Perforated glass safety screens.
Re hang central existing timber door.
Interior Elevation-Confessional:
Existing timber doors with glass pane remains.
Remove timber infill & re hang existing door.
Relocate existing privacy curtain.
Existing steel framed windows to remain.
Perforated glass safety screens.
Affix safety screens to existing timber trim.
Carpentry:
Adjust the floor to the alter area in preparation.
Supply and place the compressed fibro sheeting.
Supply and place timber supports.
Allowance for ventilation grilles to remain.
Tipping fees.
Sanding and varnish:
Prepare, sand & varnish steps, handrails & door.
Removal & disposal of 310m2 carpet.
Confessional box ceiling patch & re-stain.
Centre confessional door remove timber infill &
re hang existing door & hardware - hardware
supplied by St Marks Church.
Painting & Minor remedial work & deposal.
Tiling the alter area, the front entry and steps:
Supply & place Calcutta Vida stone 8mm for floor.
Supply and place 1200 x380 x 18mm laminated
bullnose long edge internal and external steps.
Fabrication of steps.
Supply & place sand, cement, mesh, hydropoxy,
glue and grout.
Relocation of Pews during construction work.
Permanent fixing of pews following work.
Removal and disposal of front tiles & plinth.
Electrical:
Reinstate the power points at the alter.
Temporary disconnection of the alter.
Permanent disconnection of front entry lights.
Run power for entry automated sliding doors.
Relocate priest availability switch (Confessional).
New ceiling fan over to existing timber ceiling.
Upgrade electric box to Phase 3.
Architect, Design submission, works application,
Council submission’s and Heritage Report:
These have all been completed, submitted and the Parish
has obtained all relevant approvals.
Archdiocese of Sydney approval pending.

Commercial Glazing:
Dismantle and removal of existing glazing.
Supply and install.
1 x 150mm x 50mm Front Single Glazed Left sliding door
4m x 2.7m laminated clear.
2 x 150mm x 50mm Front Single Glazed Fixed glass 4m x
3m laminated clear.
1 x 150mm x 50mm Front Single Glazed Right sliding door
4m x 2.7m laminated clear.
Automated sliding doors in 6.38mm laminated clear glass
at 900mm wide.
2 x Arched doors in 6.38mm laminated clear glass.
St Mark’s church logo print on entry doors.
Existing outside wooden doors remain
Scaffolding hire, delivery and set up.
2 x Perforated glass safety screens in confessional area.
Repair entrance pivot door to internal columbarium.
3 x Confessional entrance doors bottom glass panel
755mm x505mm.
Timber blackbutt to sliding door head tracks.
Timber 140mm x45mm F27 blackbutt to door frames.
General on-site cleaning, Exhaust fans, Protective
coverings to statues, alter, etc.
Make good for the front entry ceiling and walls after
glazing removal and installation.
Supply & Install Daikin VRV System:
6 x Daikin 16kW Ducted Indoor Units.
1 x Daikin 45kW Outdoor Unit.
1 x Daikin 56kW Outdoor Unit.
6x Daikin Wired Controller Units.
24 x Floor Grills & Air-Condition Plinths.
Carpet:
Supply & Install Godfrey Hirst Spectrum Crimson Plank
Treatment and recoating of timber columns underneath
the mezzanine floor
Make good timber flooring structure
Church Roof: (half of the main roof)
Already completed part of roof of lower sanctuary + two lowersides entrance / confessionals.
(This project will be done outside the time-frames listed)
Install Scaffolding & fencing for the duration of Project
Top Half main roof gutter and downpipes
Remove gutters and downpipes
Install new gutters and downpipes
Top Half Main Roof & Two Lower Slate Roofs
Remove slates & install new sarking and battens
Install new Welsh heather grey roofing slates & lead work
Install metal top ridges

St Mark’s Parish Church (2nd Church & the Church we now celebrate in daily) is 100 years old this year!
Over the last 4 years we have been fundraising to restore and maintain our Church.
After 2 years of proposals, planning, budgeting to execute our restoration we have now come to begin the next stage.
The proposed project work dates are: 15 June 2021 to 30 July 2021.

Structure upgrade

Flooring upgrade

Theologically, there are two
imperatives for applying project
management in the church. First, the
gospel teaches us that there are
projects that are done for the Lord. The
classic example from Genesis is when
God gave Noah the project to build the
Ark. It had time restraints,
requirements, and a plan. We also

know that the project was managed
successfully in that (Genesis 7:24)
specified that the ship withstood the
floods for more than 150 days, and
God commented that, “Noah did
everything exactly as God
commanded him.” (Gen. 6:22)
The second reason is we, as Parish
Priest and church leaders, must equip
God’s people for the work of ministry
(Ephesians 4:12) and we do that in our
Church daily and to maintain our
Church for ministry for another 100
years, our restoration is ongoing.
On this Church restoration I wish to
thank our suppliers and especially
M Projects for their coordination and
support to ensure quality and that
results meet our requirements and
expectations.
I would like to offer special thanks to
Lynette Brown, the Parish Finance
Committee, Des Reilly and the Parish
Pastoral Council, for all their
coordination over the last 4 years from
fundraising, initiation, planning and
support on this project.
We now have the execution of our
plan. During this restoration our
weekday Masses will take place in the
Parish Pastoral Centre, our weekend
Masses will take place in the School
Hall. All other Sacramental, Baptism
and weddings have been rescheduled
or moved to other Churches.
Please read and view our samples,
review our plan and if you wish
provide feedback, do so. Remember
following this, our Church is still to
restore our Stations of the Cross and
stained glass windows and Parish and
Church maintenance is ongoing.
‘

Thank you Fr Michael

HOW CAN YOU HELP: Along the way there will be disruptions and we ask for your continued understanding. Our
Church will require your continued support and generosity. If you wish to support us our monthly Planned Giving
Program (Green Cards available in the Church) is in need of funds and we have a Platinum restoration donation of
$10,000 for a place on our memorial board for perpetuity or speak to me if you wish to donate in another way.
Fr Michael
St Mark’s Catholic Church, Drummoyne Restoration Project 2021.
Feedback: the essence of our Church Restoration Project is to equip the Church for the next 100 years! If you wish to
provide any feedback or comments on this project please submit in writing including name, address and contact details to
the parish. email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au or mail to: 33 Tranmere Street Drummoyne NSW 2047.

In your love and concern,
please pray for the
following sick members of
our community:
Jennifer La Gerche,
Rocco Zoccali,
Patricia Ryan,
Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra and Lina Giannandrea
& all St. Mark’s community members unwell at this time.

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:
Fr Barnabas (Max) Brown O.F.M., members of the Uthappa
family, Isidoro D’urso, Evenzio Boccalatte, Teresa Boccalatte,
Vince Boccalatte, Umberto D'Ettorre, Stephen Wong,
Marguerite Wong, Daniel Lao, Patricia Yong,
Dr James Stackpool, Fr Kevin Muldoon, Sr Mary Britt OP,
Frank Hanvey, Guisesseppe Gallace, Antonio Ziino,
Catherina Di Losa Randazzo, Lily Conaghan, Eddie Conaghan,
James Conaghan and Michael Conaghan.
Recently Deceased: Frank Foster (Ireland), Very Rev Isidore
Anantharaj EV (Blakehurst), Fr Tim Cahill (Bathurst),
Fr Stephen Barry Swift (Randwick), and Jack Washington.
We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers to their
families. May they rest in peace.

Annual Catechists Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral
The Mass will take place on:
Sunday 7 February at 2:30pm
St Mary’s Cathedral
Principal Celebrant: Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP
Long serving catechists will be acknowledged.

Under COVID-19 restrictions, attendance at the Mass
will be limited to no more than 500 people.
St Mary’s Cathedral will be livestreaming the Mass via
its You Tube channel for those unable to attend in
person, via this link: https://youtu.be/myqi2nC_SpQ

St. Mark’s Parish:
United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.
Supporting Parents as the School Year Begins
Parent Line is a service operated by CatholicCare.
It is Australia wide for all parents, carers and guardians of
children and young people.
With the school year resuming after such a tough year for
parents in 2020 – it’s good to know that parents can call the
Parent Line for advice for anything related to parenting and
caring for children and young people.

Register to attend Mass on
- St Mark’s Website www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Register with trybooking before
3pm
REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL
Weekday Masses:
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 9:30am
Wednesday - 7:30am & 6:30pm
Thursday 9:30am
Friday 8:00am
Saturday 12pm Mass
The Sacrament of Penance Saturday 11.00am - 11.55am

Weekend Masses:
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday - 9:00am,
10:30am & 6:00pm
Registration is essential
St Mark’s Limit is 80
MASKS REQUIRED FOR
CHURCH
QR CODE ON ENTRY

Parish Updates
† Shrove Tuesday 16 February 2021

Shrove Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday (the first
day of Lent), observed through participating in confession
and absolution, as well as eating pancakes.
Adoration & Sacrament of Penance from 7:00pm
St Mark’s Chruch - Book to attend.
† Ash Wednesday 17 February 2021

Mass and blessing of the ashes at 7.30am, 9:30am,
12 noon & 6.30pm. Book to attend.
† The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle Monday 22 February

The Chair of Saint Peter (Latin: Cathedra Petri), also known as
the Throne of Saint Peter, is a relic conserved in St. Peter's
Basilica in Vatican City, the sovereign enclave of
the Pope inside Rome, Italy
Mass at 8:00am. Book to attend.

Parish Lenten Program
St Mark’s is bringing together it’s Lenten program for 2021
and Fr Michael is looking for leaders to host our Parish Lenten
program, please contact the Parish office if you wish to assist.
We are looking at day and evening sessions with upstairs in
the parish centre available.
Volunteers require parish safeguarding requisites.

We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s:

Jude Henri Solignac - Lecomte
and we congratulate this parents.
God bless you.

Parish Priest: Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV
Priest in Residence: Fr Denis Minns OP
Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke
Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

Gospel Reflection

This week’s gospel follows directly on from last week’s reading and, as is typical with Mark’s gospel, the events occur on
the very same day. The urgency of the gospel is obvious in this week’s reading; Jesus had a very busy 24 hours! Having
launched his public ministry in the synagogue earlier that day, Jesus accompanies his new disciples to meet some of their
family and have a meal. However, on arriving at the home of Simon and Andrew, they find Simon’s mother-in-law is sick.
Unlike the public displays of his healing power that preceded and will follow this episode, Jesus does not say anything but
simply takes the woman by the hand and helps her up. Her response of beginning to wait on Jesus and his disciples is a
faith response and a recognition of who Jesus is. A theme that runs through this gospel is that the disciples never fully
understand who Jesus is. Here, a woman who has just met him recognises him as the Messiah and begins to serve him.
Still on the same day, we see the expansion of Jesus’ healing ministry. On this one day he has cast an unclean spirit out
of a possessed man in the synagogue, healed Peter’s mother-in-law of a fever and then healed the crowds of people who
came to the door. The next morning he announces that they will take the ministry to the whole region of Galilee. In a very
simple way, the gospel of Mark has described the growth of Jesus’ ministry from very humble isolated examples to a
deliberate reaching out to the people of an entire region.

Historical Context – Capernaum

Jesus appears to have made Capernaum his base after leaving Nazareth. He may, in fact, have based himself at Simon
Peter’s house. There are many references in the gospels to Jesus’ actions in Capernaum. Archaeologists have identified
the house in Capernaum that they believe to be Simon Peter’s house – less than 100 metres from the Capernaum
synagogue. Evidence reveals carved inscriptions and symbols that identify both Jesus and Peter. The house appears to
have been used as a ‘house-church’ until a church was built on the site in the 5th Century. Excavations of the site can be
seen today.

Have you thought? Simon’s Wife?

In this week’s reading, it is Simon’s mother-in-law who is healed. This obviously means that Simon is married. However,
there is no mention whatsoever about his wife. Is she alive or dead? Do they have children? We have no indication. It is
not until the writings of Paul (1 Cor 9:5) that we learn Simon Peter was indeed married and that his wife accompanied him
on his travels. Perhaps this visit to his family home was to announce to his wife and family that he had decided to follow
Jesus and give up fishing.

Living the Gospel – Prayer

In the midst of an extremely hectic 24 hours where Jesus effectively launches his public ministry, Jesus takes time to go
aside to a lonely place and pray. The passage tells us that it was ‘long before dawn’ that he did this. It may have been his
usual practice to pray early in the morning or he may have been restless after the events of the previous day and the
thought of what lay ahead. Nevertheless, Jesus provides us with a model of using prayer to reflect on events and to
prepare ourselves for the day ahead.
© Greg Sunter

CONFIRMATION is the sacrament which enriches the
baptised with the gifts of the Holy Spirit so that they may
grow in stature as Christians and give witness to Christ
more fully. The Confirmation candidates have undergone a
period of preparation and this coming week over four
nights the Bishop’s will be celebrating the Sacrament of
Confirmation for our 2020(COVID - 19) candidates at
St Mark’s Church.
At Mass this weekend our candidates will receive an
acknowledgement and blessing. We ask that you pray for
them that with these gifts they continue to build a Christian
community in unity and love and through the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit, candidates are filled with the grace to
follow the example of Christ and serve others.

All Confirmation celebrations are fully booked.
* Sydney farewells beloved Fr Isidore
* Law aims to protect NSW students
* Forgiveness the fruit of tragedy
* Curbing online Catholics
CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER + Preferred Suppliers is a trusted resource for Catholic organisations.

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

Dear Parishioners, welcome to 2021.
Thank you to all who helped celebrate Christmas 2020 in the Parish with the changed circumstances at short notice. To comply
with NSW Health and Archdiocesan guidelines, to keep our church open, safe and compliant, we require Parishioners and
visitors to download the Service NSW app on their smartphones and use the QR Code to check-in.
To track our numbers at each Church celebration and provide you with certainty of a place in the Church at your
chosen time, which is limited to 80 for each service, we require all attending to register on the
Parish Website https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/ before attending the Church.
For Saturday Vigil, Sunday and Monday Morning Masses please register by Friday 3.00pm.
For Tuesday to Saturday 12.00pm Masses please register by 3.00pm the day prior.
To attend St Mark’s, you are required to.
1: Wear a face mask.
2: Register online through the Parish website by the appropriate time.

3: On arrival at the Church, check in with the QR Code and show this to the monitor.
4: Have your name marked off by the monitor.
5: Sit on any numbered pew.
6: Check-out of your QR code when leaving the Church
For those unable to use the QR code, at arrival to the Church, please see the monitor for assistance.
To comply with these regulations, the Parish needs to have a Church monitor for each Mass and celebration. We need your
practical support with volunteers to monitor the front door of the Church. Thank you to those who generously clean the Church
after each ceremony.
There are substantial fines for individuals and the Parish for non-compliance and there have been some Churches already fined
for non-compliance. This is the reality we all have to live with. I would appreciate your assistance with these very necessary
precautions which enables us to stay open and hold our services in a safe environment.
If you would like to volunteer as a monitor, please contact the Parish office.
I look forward to welcoming you to St Mark’s

Fr Michael McLean - Parish Priest

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
book-a-mass-time/

AS OF 29 JANUARY 2021 THERE ARE NO CHANGES TO NUMBERS
AND ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS AT ST MARK’S CHURCH.

