
Our Church has 
stood the test of 
time in the last  
100 years.  
 

Being people of faith and values we are doing all we can to 
keep our Church open and safe for everyone to attend Mass. 
 

In these testing times we are required to have a Church 
monitor, register of attendance and use the Service NSW QR 
code.  
Please be respectful to our volunteer monitors they are there to 
fulfill our obligations, so our Church can stay open and safe.  
We understand the changes may be different each week, as 
rules and guidelines change. I ask that when you attend the 
Church you ensure you have done all that is required. If the 
monitor asks you to wait to be seated, or to check you are 
registered or to view your QR code you politely oblige. If there 
is a queue to enter the Church please be mindful and practice 
social distancing. Thank you Fr Michael McLean - Parish Priest  

Yours in Christ, Fr John  Pham  

 

In last week’s Gospel, Jesus called Simon, Andrew, 
James, and John to be his first disciples to assist him with the 
mission of proclaiming God’s Kingdom. As we may know, this 
mission cannot be done with just words alone but action is 
also needed. In the gospel this week, Mark continues to 
describe how Jesus put this into practice. Although Mark 
does not disclose what Jesus said in his teaching, he does tell 
us that “His teaching made a deep impression on [the people] 
because, unlike the scribes, he taught them with 
authority” (Mark 1:22).  

During Jesus’ time, the scribes and the Pharisees 
were highly respected by people because they knew the laws 
and were entrusted to sit on Moses’ seat to teach. However, 
when Jesus comes, he does not accept what they do because 
their teachings and actions are inconsistent “for they do not 
practice what they preach” (Mt 23:3). They tried to seek fame 
and respect form the people by making themselves seen in 
public places or look more superior than others.  

Differ from the scribes and the Pharisees, Jesus came 
to unite humanity and seek neither authority nor fame. He did 
not run after self-interest intentions but rather to give his life 
for others. Every word He taught and every action He did 
were in harmony. Jesus, as the shepherd, had made himself 
smell like sheep so that he could bring people back to 
God. Since He exercised his teaching to “come to serve, not 
to be served”, he gained his respect and authority instantly 
without trying to put others down. 

Similar to the scribes and pharisees, we can also fall 
into a trap of searching for fame, power and authority in 
life. In order to achieve this goal, people are ready to oppose 
each other and are willing to trample each other to climb to 
the top of glory. For the sake of fame, power and authority, 
people are ready to engage in intolerable battles. 

As Christians, we also share in Jesus' kingship through 
Baptism. We are called to follow the example of Jesus to 
serve our brothers and sisters with love, and to commit 
ourselves to selflessness for others' happiness. Our presence 
must be a burning candle to bring joy and happiness to the 
life of others. We also need to remember that fame and 
authority can only really be useful when they are used for the 
good and benefit of others.    

Mass update: Each Wednesday evening Mass will return at 
6.30pm and Sunday 10:30am Mass will return. Register to attend.  

 

Blessed are you, Father, who in your infinite love sent us your 
only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, that we may have life,  

and have it in abundance.  
By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our Eucharistic 

communities.  
May they be places, of encounter with the living Christ, centres  
of evangelisation and outreach to our community in love and 

mercy.  
Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be faithful disciples  

of Jesus and radiant witnesses to the people of Sydney.  
Our Lady, Help of Christians, Pray for us! 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangelisation.  
Pray for us! 

St Mary of the Cross Mackillop. Pray for us! 
St Mark. Pray for us! 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon            Ps 105:47 

Save us, O Lord our God! And gather us from the  
nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and make it 
our glory to praise you. 
1.   Blessed are they who observe what is right, who do 
always what is just.                               
 

2.   Remember us, O Lord as you favour your people, visit 
us with your salvation.      

The Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to  
people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away 
the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the 
sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone 
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the  
glory of God the Father. 
Amen.              
 

First Reading                Dt 18:15-20 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy         
I will put my words into the prophet’s mouth, and he will tell them all I command. 

Moses said to the people: ‘Your God will raise up for you a 
prophet like myself, from among yourselves, from 
yourselves asked of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day 
of the Assembly. “Do not let me hear again” you said “the 
voice of the Lord my God, nor look any longer on this great 
fire, or I shall die”; and the Lord said to me, “All they have 
spoken is well said. I will raise up a prophet like yourself for 
them from their own brothers; I will put my words into his 
mouth and he shall tell them all I command him. The man 
who does not listen to my words that he speaks in my 
name, shall be held answerable to me for it. But the  
prophet who presumes to say in my name a thing I have 
not commanded him to say, or who speaks in the name of 
other gods, that prophet shall die.”’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm              Ps 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.9

(R.) If today, you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts. 
1.Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; hail the rock who 
saves us. Let us come before him, giving thanks, with 
songs let us hail the Lord. (R.) 
 

2. Come in, let us kneel and bend low; let us kneel before 
the God who made us for he is our God and we the people 
who belong to his pasture, the flock that is led by his hand. 
(R.) 

3. O that today you would listen to his voice! ‘Harden not 
your hearts as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the 
desert when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ (R.) 

 

Second Reading                       1 Cor 7:32-35 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians        
The unmarried woman dedicates herself to the things of the Lord, that she might be holy. 

I would like to see you free from all worry. An unmarried 
man can devote himself to the Lord’s affairs, all he need 
worry about is pleasing the Lord; but a married man has to 
bother about the world’s affairs and devote himself to  
pleasing his wife: he is torn two ways. In the same way an 
unmarried woman, like a young girl, can devote herself to 
the Lord’s affairs; all she need worry about is being holy in 
body and spirit. The married woman, on the other hand, 
has to worry about the world’s affairs and devote herself to 
pleasing her husband. I say this only to help you, not to put 
a halter round your necks, but simply to make sure that 
everything is as it should be, and that you give your  
undivided attention to the Lord. 

 

Gospel                             Mk 1:21-28 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark    
This is a new kind of teaching that speaks with authority. 

Jesus and his followers went as far as Capernaum, and as 
soon as the Sabbath came Jesus went to the synagogue 
and began to teach. And his teaching made a deep  
impression on them because, unlike the scribes, he taught 
them with authority. 
In their synagogue just then there was a man possessed by 
an unclean spirit, and it shouted, ‘What do you want with 
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are: the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus said 
sharply, ‘Be quiet! Come out of him!’ And the unclean spirit 
threw the man into convulsions and with a loud cry went out 
of him. The people were so astonished that they started 
asking each other what it all meant. ‘Here is a teaching that 
is new’ they said ‘and with authority behind it: he gives  
orders even to unclean spirits and they obey him.’ And his 
reputation rapidly spread everywhere, through all the  
surrounding Galilean countryside. 

The Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed  
 I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 For us men and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. 
 I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
 I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                               Mt 4:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A people in darkness have seen a great light: a radiant 
dawn shines on those lost in death.  
Alleluia! 
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In your love and concern, 
please pray for the following 
sick members of our 
community:   
Jennifer La Gerche, 
Rocco Zoccali, Patricia Ryan,  

  Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra and Lina Giannandrea 
  & all St. Mark’s community members unwell at this time. 
 

     Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
  Umberto D'Ettorre, Stephen Wong, Marguerite Wong,  
  Daniel Lao, Patricia Yong, Dr James Stackpool,  
  Fr Kevin Muldoon, Sr Mary Britt OP, Frank Hanvey,  
  Guisesseppe Gallace, Antonio Ziino, Catherina Di Losa Randazzo,   
 Lily Conaghan, Eddie Conaghan,  James Conaghan and  
  Michael Conaghan  
  Recently Deceased: Very Rev Isidore Anantharaj EV (Blakehurst),   
 Fr Tim Cahill (Bathurst), Fr Stephen Barry Swift (Randwick),     
 and  Jack Washington.  
  We pray for those who have died we offer our prayers to their      
 families.  May they rest in peace.  

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Today’s psalm reminds us that our God cares for 
us as a shepherd watches over his flock. Confident in his 
everlasting kindness, let us bring our needs before him.                     
     
 

Reader: We pray for all who proclaim and teach the word of 
God, in truth and humility. May they preach the gospel and 
draw others to Christ. (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for all of those priests and religious who 
have given themselves to service the Church; may they be 
strengthened in their vocation and may their example  
inspire in others a desire to serve the community with  
dedication. (pause)  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.   
 

Reader: We pray for those who shepherd the Church in 
Australia. May they work faithfully towards the Plenary 
Council and never be afraid to speak for those who are 
powerless in our society. (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for our community that we may be open to 
the word of God and allow it to enlighten our hearts.    
safety. (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
  
 

Reader: We pray for all children in this new school year that 
they may experience your presence in their study and that 
all our Confirmation candidates be bless with the gifts of 
your Spirit. (pause)  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for all who have died will see the face of 
God in his eternal kingdom of life. (pause)  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Leader: God of salvation, you sent your son to walk among 
us and teach us with authority about your ways. Hear our 
prayers that we might heed his voice and be fashioned into 
a people after your own heart.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   All: Amen  

Offertory Antiphon                     Ps 91:2 

It is good to give praise to the Lord, and to sing to your 
Name O Most High.                               
1. To show forth your mercy in the morning and your truth in 
the watches of the night.                
 

2. For you have made me glad O Lord by your deeds and at 
the work of your hands shall I rejoice.       
 

 

Communion Antiphon           Cf. Ps 30:17-18 

Let your face shine on your servant. Save me in your 
merciful love. O Lord, let me never be put to shame, for 
I call on you. 
1.In you O Lord have I hoped let me never be confounded 
deliver me in your justice.                  
 

2. Bow down your ear to me; make haste to save me for 
you are my strength and my refuge.  
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 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
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          Parish Updates   
† Confirmation Mass, Prayer & Practice: 6.30pm  

Tuesday 2 February , Wednesday 3 February and 
Thursday 4 February. Book to attend.  

† Presentation of the Lord Mass: 9:30am 

Tuesday 2 February - bring your candles for  
a blessing before Mass.   

† 2020 Candidate Confirmation Celebration: 6.30pm 
Tuesday 9 February , Wednesday 10 February and 
Thursday 11 February, Friday 12 February.  

† Catechist Sunday: 6 | 7 February 2021  

† Ash Wednesday 17 February 2021 

Mass and blessing of the ashes at 7.30am, 12 noon & 
6.30pm.  Book to attend.  

         Parish Lenten Program 

St Mark’s is bringing together it’s Lenten program for 2021 
and Fr Michael is looking for leaders to host our Parish Lenten 
program, please contact the Parish office if you wish to assist.  
We are looking at day and evening sessions with upstairs in 

the parish centre available.  
Volunteers require parish safeguarding requisites.  

We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday  through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s: 
Adeline Hazel Castino,  

Jack Joseph McCawley &  
Sophia Isabella Eugenio  

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 

 

Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

Dear Parishioners, welcome to 2021. 
Thank you to all who helped celebrate Christmas 2020 in the Parish with the changed circumstances at short notice. To comply 
with NSW Health and Archdiocesan guidelines, to keep our church open, safe and compliant, we require Parishioners and 
visitors to download the Service NSW app on their smartphones and use the QR Code to check-in.  
 
To track our numbers at each Church celebration and provide you with certainty of a place in the Church at your  
chosen time, which is limited to 80 for each service, we require all attending to register on the  
Parish Website https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/ before attending the Church.   
 

For Saturday Vigil, Sunday and Monday Morning Masses please register by Friday 3.00pm. 
For Tuesday to Saturday 12.00pm Masses please register by 3.00pm the day prior.  
 

To attend St Mark’s, you are required to.  

1: Wear a face mask.    

2: Register online through the Parish website by the appropriate time.  

3: On arrival at the Church, check in with the QR Code and show this to the monitor.   

4: Have your name marked off by the monitor.  

5: Sit on any numbered pew.  

6: Check-out of your QR code when leaving the Church  

For those unable to use the QR code, at arrival to the Church, please see the monitor for assistance.   

To comply with these regulations, the Parish needs to have a Church monitor for each Mass and celebration. We need your 
practical support with volunteers to monitor the front door of the Church. Thank you to those who generously clean the Church 
after each ceremony. 
 

There are substantial fines for individuals and the Parish for non-compliance and there have been some Churches already fined 
for non-compliance. This is the reality we all have to live with. I would appreciate your assistance with these very necessary 
precautions which enables us to stay open and hold our services in a safe environment. 
 

If you would like to volunteer as a monitor, please contact the Parish office. 
 

I look forward to welcoming you to St Mark’s 
 
 
 

Fr Michael McLean - Parish Priest  

 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
book-a-mass-time/ 

AS OF 29 JANUARY 2021 THERE ARE NO CHANGES TO NUMBERS 
AND ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS AT ST MARK’S CHURCH. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
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