
St Mark’s, Drummoyne 

May God Bless you 
this Holy Season. 

 
“Glory To God  
in the highest,  

and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward 

men!” 



 

The Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people 
of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away 
the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the 
sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy 
on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 

First Reading               Is 9:1-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah      
A son is given to us. 

The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light; 
on those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has 
shone. You have made their gladness greater, you have 
made their joy increase; they rejoice in your  
presence as men rejoice at harvest time, as men are happy 
when they are dividing the spoils. 
For the yoke that was weighing on him, the bar across his 
shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, these you break as on 
the day of Midian. For all the footgear of battle, 
every cloak rolled in blood, is burnt and consumed by fire. 
For there is a child born for us, a son given to us 
and dominion is laid on his shoulders; and this is the name 
they give him: Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, 
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. Wide is his dominion 
in a peace that has no end, for the throne of David and for 
his royal power, which he establishes and makes  
secure in justice and integrity. From this time onwards and 
for ever, the jealous love of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Responsorial Psalm              Ps 95:1-3. 11-13 R. Lk 2:11 

(R.) Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.              
 

1.O sing a new song to the Lord, sing to the Lord all the 
earth. O sing to the Lord, bless his name. (R.) 
 

2. Proclaim his help day by day, tell among the nations his 
glory and his wonders among all the peoples. (R.) 

3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, let the sea 
and all within it thunder praise, let the land and all it bears 
rejoice, all the trees of the wood shout for joy at the  
presence of the Lord for he comes, he comes to rule the 
earth. (R.) 

4. With justice he will rule the world, he will judge the 
peoples with his truth. (R.) 
 

Second Reading                 Ti 2:11-14 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus         
God’s grace has been revealed to all people. 

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made  
salvation possible for the whole human race and taught us 
that what we have to do is to give up everything that does 
not lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must be 
self-restrained and live good and religious lives here in this 
present world, while we are waiting in hope for the blessing 
which will come with the Appearing of the glory of our great 
God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us 
in order to set us free from all wickedness and to purify a 
people so that it could be his very own and would have no 
ambition except to do good. 

Gospel                                Lk 2:1-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  
Today a saviour has been born for you. 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole 
world to be taken. This census – the first – took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria, and everyone went to his 
own town to be registered. So Joseph set out from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to the 
town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s 
House and line, in order to be registered together with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they were 
there the time came for her to have her child, and she gave 
birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger because there was no 
room for them at the inn. In the countryside close by there 
were shepherds who lived in the fields and took it in turns to 
watch their flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord 
appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone round 
them. They were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not be 
afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be 
shared by the whole people. Today in the town of David a 
saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. And 
here is a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swad-
dling clothes and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly with the 
angel there was a great throng of the heavenly host, prais-
ing God and singing: 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven and peace to men who 
enjoy his favour.’ 

The Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed  
 I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible.  
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all 
things were made. 
 For us men and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the  
Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has  
spoken through the prophets. 
 I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
 I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come.  
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                         Lk 2:10-11 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Good News and great joy to all the world: today is born 
our Saviour, Christ the Lord.  
Alleluia! 
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The Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people 
of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away 
the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the 
sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy 
on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 

First Reading                     Is 62:11-12 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah      
Your Saviour is born. 

This the Lord proclaims to the ends of the earth: 
Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Look, your saviour comes, 
the prize of his victory with him, his trophies before him’. 
They shall be called ‘The Holy People’, ‘The Lord’s  
Redeemed’. And you shall be called ‘The-sought-after’, 
‘City-not-forsaken.’ 

Responsorial Psalm                 Ps 96:1. 6. 11-12 

(R.) A light will shine on us this day: the Lord is born for us. 
 

1.The Lord is king, let earth rejoice, the many coastlands 
be glad. The skies proclaim his justice; all the peoples see 
his glory. (R.) 
 

2. Light shines forth for the just and joy for the upright of heart. 

Rejoice, you just, in the Lord; give glory to his holy name.  (R.) 

Second Reading                    Ti 3:4-7 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus         
His own compassion saved us. 

When the kindness and love of God our saviour for man-
kind were revealed, it was not because he was concerned 
with any righteous actions we might have done ourselves; it 
was for no reason except his own compassion that he 
saved us, by means of the cleansing water of rebirth and 
by renewing us with the Holy Spirit which he has so  
generously poured over us through Jesus Christ our  
saviour. He did this so that we should be justified by his 
grace, to become heirs looking forward to inheriting eternal 
life. 

Gospel                                Lk 2:15-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  
The shepherds found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. 

Now when the angels had gone from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has 
made known to us.’ So they hurried away and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When they 
saw the child they repeated what they had been told about 
him, and everyone who heard it was astonished at what the 
shepherds had to say. As for Mary, she treasured all these 
things and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds 
went back glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen; it was exactly as they had been told. 

The Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed  
 I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible.  
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all 
things were made. 
 For us men and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the  
Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has  
spoken through the prophets. 
 I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
 I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come.  
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                         Lk 2:10-11 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glory to God in the highest, peace to his people on 
earth.   
Alleluia! 

As the holidays approach, we remember the loved 
ones who will not be with us this year, our 

parishioners and family members who have past.  
 

They are in our hearts as we come together to 
celebrate the birth of the Jesus. Even though they 

are not with us physically, we know that they 
are held in the loving mercy of God.  

 

Because of our faith we know they are celebrating 
with all the angels and saints in heaven.  



 

The Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people 
of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away 
the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the 
sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy 
on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 

First Reading                     Is 52:7-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah      
All the ends of the earth shall see the saving power of our God. 

How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of one who 
brings good news, who heralds peace, brings  
happiness, proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, 
‘Your God is king!’ Listen! Your watchmen raise their  
voices, they shout for joy together, for they see the Lord 
face to face, as he returns to Zion. 
Break into shouts of joy together, you ruins of  
Jerusalem; for the Lord is consoling his people, 
redeeming Jerusalem. The Lord bares his holy arm in the 
sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall 
see the salvation of our God. 

Responsorial Psalm                   Ps 97:1-6. R. v.3

(R.) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of 
God.  

1.Sing a new song to the Lord for he has worked  
wonders. His right hand and his holy arm have brought  
salvation.  (R.) 
 

2. The Lord has made known his salvation; has shown his 
justice to the nations. He has remembered his truth and 
love for the house of Israel.  (R.) 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 
God. Shout to the Lord all the earth, ring out your joy. (R.) 

4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp, with the sound of 
music. With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
acclaim the King, the Lord. (R.) 

Second Reading                    Heb 1:1-6 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews          
In our own time, God speaks to us through his Son. 

At various times in the past and in various different ways, 
God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in 
our own time, the last days, he has spoken to us through 
his Son, the Son that he has appointed to inherit everything 
and through whom he made everything there is. He is the 
radiant light of God’s glory and the perfect copy of his na-
ture, sustaining the universe by his  
powerful command; and now that he has destroyed the 
defilement of sin, he has gone to take his place in  
heaven at the right hand of divine Majesty. So he is now as 
far above the angels as the title which he has  
inherited is higher than their own name. 

God has never said to any angel: You are my Son, today I 
have become your father, or: I will be a father to him and 
he a son to me. Again, when he brings the  
First-born into the world, he says: Let all the angels of God 
worship him. 

Gospel                                Jn 1:1-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John   
The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw his glory. 

In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God 
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things came to be, not one thing had its 
being but through him. All that came to be had life in him 
and that life was the light of men, a light that shines in the 
dark, a light that darkness could not overpower. 
A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came 
as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that 
everyone might believe through him. He was not the light, 
only a witness to speak for the light. 
The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; and he 
was coming into the world. He was in the world that had its 
being through him, and the world did not know him. He 
came to his own domain and his own people did not accept 
him. But to all who did accept him he gave power to  
become children of God, to all who believe in the name of 
him who was born not out of human stock or urge of the 
flesh or will of man but of God himself. The Word was made 
flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his glory, the glory 
that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. John appears as his witness, He proclaims: ‘This is 
the one of whom I said: He who comes after me ranks  
before me because he existed before me.’ Indeed, from his 
fullness we have, all of us, received – yes, grace in return 
for grace, since, though the Law was given through Moses, 
grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. 
No one has ever seen God; it is the only Son, who is  
nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

The Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed  
 I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible.  
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all 
things were made. 
 For us men and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the  
Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has  
spoken through the prophets. 
 I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
 I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come.  
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                         Lk 2:10-11 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A holy day has dawned upon us. 
Come you nations and adore the Lord. 
Today a great light has come upon the earth.  
Alleluia! 



Wednesday, 23 December 2020 

Friends, 
Just as we were preparing for the great feast of 
Christmas, the latest COVID-19 outbreak has meant that 
many of us who were looking forward to reuniting with 
family and friends from interstate have been let down 
once again.  Our government officials, health workers 
and contact tracers are no longer looking forward to a 
well-earned break, but to desperately trying to contain 
the latest spread. 
 

For everyone, restrictions have returned: Christmas 
Masses will have fewer people, as will our gatherings, 
and we will now be listening to Christmas carols instead 
of singing along. 
 

I know your Priests are doing their best to schedule 
additional Masses, and I am grateful for their generosity 
and creativity during this time.  Even so, there may be 
many who will still not be able to attend, so I have again 
granted the faithful a dispensation from the obligation to 
attend Mass on Sunday and on Christmas Day; this 
dispensation will continue until the two square metre 
rule returns or limits are removed altogether. 
 

I know this is a difficult and confusing time, and it can 
seem difficult to celebrate with joy and hope in the midst 
of darkness and disappointment.   
 

But this is what Christmas is all about. We are invited to 
look up, and see the light that pierces the darkness, as 
the star shone over Christ’s birthplace.  Indeed, a light 
shining in darkness is one of the ways in which the birth 
of Christ is foretold:  
 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on 
them light has shined.” (Is 9:2) 
 

A blessed and joyful Christmas to you and your loved 
ones, near and far. 

n the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

Yours sincerely in Christ,  

 

 
 

During this year we have all had to face unprecedented 
challenges. I take this opportunity to thank all those who 
have risen to the very demanding challenges faced by our 
community. Thank you to all those volunteers who have 
kept our community going through all the variations of 
COVID - 19 restrictions and limitations. It has been truly 
inspiring to see the dedication, resourcefulness and 
creativity of the community as we responded to all the new 
challenges. 
 

I thank all the coordinators of our parish life and ministry 
here at St Mark’s, the Parish staff Vicki our Parish 
secretary, Janelle our finance assistant, Sharon our admin 
assistant and volunteer Parish Safeguarding Support 
Officer, Sr Antonia our Pastoral Associate (who had to 
endure lockdowns working in aged care), Fr Denis for his 
unwavering commitment to our Parish, our newly 
ordained Fr John for bringing his new ministry among us 
and for their support and encouragement to me as Parish 
Priest throughout the year. We have all learnt new things 
during these days and have had to cope with new realities. 
 

I pray the joy and peace Christ brings will be a reality for 
you and your loved ones during this Holy Season 
celebrating the Birth of Christ Our Lord and Saviour.  
 

Fr Michael McLean PP. 

Joke corner:  
Q: What type of room 
has no windows or 
doors? 
A: A mushroom 
 
Q: What stays in one 
corner and travels all 
over the world? 
A: A stamp 

 

      

   Christmas Bucket List: 
 

                Be 
              *  Buy Presents  
            

       * Wrap Gifts someone in a hug 
          

      * Send Gifts love 
   

         Donate 
         *  Shop for Food  
   

             *  Make cookies memories 
         

                  Be 
           *  See the lights 

† Our The First Collection is for the 

support of the Priests of the Archdiocese. 
 
 

†  Our Second Collection includes      

    our Planned Giving Program &  
     is the Parish’s main source of income.  

Visitors may wish to make a donation to our 2nd Collection. 

†  Christmas envelopes can be placed in any of the collection 

plates in the Church. 

† Tap n’ Pray Machines - for those who do not carry cash we 

have Tap n’ Pray machines available at the Church entrance for 
the 1st and 2nd Collections.  



Christmas House Blessing   

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.  

(All make the sign of the Cross) 
(R.) Amen  

Let us praise God, who fill our hearts and homes with 
peace, Blessed be God for ever.  

(R.) Blessed be God for ever  

Holy is your name (R.)  

You have sent your Son to be one of us (R.)  
You love your people with deepest (R.)  

You have sent your Son to save us from sin (R.)  
 

Great is your mercy for your people (R.)  
You fill your children with joy (R.)  

 You call us to praise your name (R.)  
Look with love upon your holy Church (R.)  

Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts (R.)  
 

Let us bring glory and praise to your name (R.)  
Through Jesus Christ your Son (R.)  

 And in the Love of your holy Spirit (R.)  

At the table during Christmastime  

(A Christmas candle may be lit as you pray )  

Blessed are you, Lord God.  
Through the fruitful virginity of Mary  

you fulfilled the long expectation  
of the poor and oppressed.  

Grant that with the same faith with which  
Mary awaited the birth of her Son,  

We may look for him in our brothers and sisters in need.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

(R.) Amen  

Suggested Prayers at Home 

(A Christmas candle may be lit as you pray )  

Our Father 
Hail Mary  
Glory be  

Intercessions  

The Son of God made his home among us.  
With thanks and praise let us call upon him. 

We pray (R.) Stay with us Lord.  

Lord Jesus Christ, with Mary and Joseph you formed the 
Holy Family; remain in our home, that we may know 

you as our guest and honour you as our head.  
We pray (R.) Stay with us Lord.  

Lord Jesus Christ, the three kings presented their gifts to 
you in praise and adoration; grant that those living in 

this house may use their  
talents and abilities to your greater glory.  

We pray (R.) Stay with us Lord.  
 Lord Jesus Christ, the disciples recognised you in the 
breaking of the bread; grant that the members of this 

family may be open always to the presence of Christ in 
word and sacrament.  

We pray (R.) Stay with us Lord.  

Prayer of Blessing for the Christmas Season  

Lord God of heaven and earth  
you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation by 

the guidance of a star. 
 

Bless this house and all who inhabit it.  
Fill then with the light of Christ, that their concern for 

others may reflect your love.  
 

We ask this through Christ our Lord  
(R.) Amen  

 
Concluding Rite  

May Christ Jesus dwell with us,  

Keep us from all harm,  

And make us one in mind and heart, now and forever. 

(R.) Amen  



 



 

  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

  Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
          School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

St Mark’s Parish Office will be closed until 11 January 2021  

May the love of  our Saviour, Jesus Christ, surround 
you, and the blessings of  God’s special gifts be yours, 

this Christmas and in the New Year. 
 

Fr Michael, Fr Denis, Fr John, Sr Antonia and  
St Mark’s Drummoyne parish team.  

St. Mark’s Parish:  
 

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and  

Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the 

Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need, 

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith.  
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