
Once again the Parish has been gifted a 
supply of wine. We are offering our 
parish community and volunteers a 
Christmas gift of a bottle of wine in 
appreciation of your support to the 
Church. Fr Michael, Fr Denis &  
Fr John wish you and your families 
blessing’s for the holiday season. 

Collect your bottle from the Parish centre (side door) following Mass.   

Place is very important. Where you live, work, pray, relax, holiday and spend special times. I have lived in many places 
throughout my life and wherever you are by choice or not you have to make it home and make it work for yourself and those 
with you. In todays readings we reflect on place. God is with his people, in the tent where the Ark of the Covenant is kept, as they 
wander in search of the promised land and when the right place is found Nathan the prophet invites King David to build him a 
house worthy of God dwelling with his people and a fitting place for the Ark of the Covenant. 

 

In the Gospel we hear of the momentous events of God coming to dwell with his people in the mystery of the 
Incarnation announced by the Angel Gabriel to a distressed and frightened young virgin Mary who has ‘found favour with God’. 
When things are explained to her, she  responds and is disposed to the will of God for herself by saying ‘be it done to me 
according to your word’. What an incredible response to the workings of God in her life – she truly is ‘full of grace’. God becomes 
man at the ‘yes’ of Mary and we prepare to celebrate this in the coming week. 

 

God becomes man that we might share in the divine. God loves us so much that he wants us to share in his divine nature 
with us. Mary is disposed to God in her life and so is for us the model of discipleship. Mary enters into dialogue with the angel as 
to how this will all come about. We have to be opened to enter into dialogue with God about our discipleship of the Lord and be 
open to all the different possibilities God may put to us, sometimes through his angels (disguised as the people around us), who 
invite us to trust and dream.  
     We now enter a more intense preparation for Christmas liturgically and spiritually. It is important to find some quiet time 
in the business and practical preparations for Christmas – some place in our lives where we can speak to God and God can speak 
to us. 

St Mark’s is a special place as we mark the 100th year of the building of this place of worship. Australia was dealing with 
the pandemic of the Spanish Flu and Masses were held outside to keep people safe. We still need to keep social distance, hand 
sanitize, keep attendance records and clean the Church after each service. Please take all service sheets home with you, they are 
for single use. May St Mark’s always be a safe, prayerful place for all to commune with 
God, find friendship and support for our lives of faith. 

 

          Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
 Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

Collect today your copy of “ Go Make Disciples”  
 

Mission Plan for the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney.  
Includes a Message from Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP, an 
introduction to Our Archdiocesan Mission Plan with a vision for 
Parish Life and Structural Renewal for Mission and much more.  

www.gomakedisciples.org.au 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon                Cf. Is 45:8 

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let 
the clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be 
opened and bring forth a Saviour. 
1.   The heavens show forth the glory of God, and the 
firmament declares the work of his hands.                         
 

2.   Day unto day conveys the message, and night unto 
night imparts knowledge.                      
 

3.   He has set his tabernacle in the sun, and he comes 
forth as a bridegroom coming out of his bridal chamber.                
 

 
 

First Reading           2 Sm 7:1-5. 8-12. 14. 16 

A reading from the second book of Samuel    
The kingdom of David will be established for ever in the sight of the Lord. 

Once David had settled into his house and the Lord had 
given him rest from all the enemies surrounding him, the 
king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, I am living in a 
house of cedar while the ark of God dwells in a tent’. 
Nathan said to the king, ‘Go and do all that is in your 
mind, for the Lord is with you.’ 
 

But that very night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 
 

‘Go and tell my servant David, “Thus the Lord speaks: 
Are you the man to build me a house to dwell in? I took 
you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be 
leader of my people Israel; I have been with you on all 
your expeditions; I have cut off all your enemies before 
you. I will give you fame as great as the fame of the 
greatest on earth. I will provide a place for my people 
Israel; I will plant them there and they shall dwell in that 
place and never be disturbed again; nor shall the wicked 
continue to oppress them as they did, in the days when I 
appointed judges over my people Israel; I will give them 
rest from all their enemies. The Lord will make you 
great; the Lord will make you a House. And when your 
days are ended and you are laid to rest with your  
ancestors, I will preserve the offspring of your body after 
you and make his sovereignty secure. I will be a father 
to him and he a son to me. Your House and your  
sovereignty will always stand secure before me and your 
throne be established for ever."' 

Responsorial Psalm               Ps 88:2-5. 27. 29. R. see v.2 

(R.) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.           
 

1.I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; through all   
ages my mouth will proclaim your truth. Of this I am 
sure, that your love lasts for ever, that your truth is firmly 
established as the heavens. (R.) 
 

2. ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have 
sworn to David my servant: I will establish your dynasty 
for ever and set up your throne through all ages.’ (R.) 

3. He will say to me: ‘You are my father, my God, the 
rock who saves me.’ I will keep my love for him always; 
for him my covenant shall endure. (R.) 

 

Second Reading            Rom 16:25-27 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans       
The mystery kept secret for endless ages is now revealed. 

Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to live 
according to the Good News I preach, and in which I 
proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a mystery kept 
secret for endless ages, but now so clear that it must be 
broadcast to pagans everywhere to bring them to the 
obedience of faith. This is only what scripture has  
predicted, and it is all part of the way the eternal God 
wants things to be. He alone is wisdom; give glory 
therefore to him through Jesus Christ for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Gospel                            Lk 1:26-38 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
You will conceive and bear a son. 

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named  
Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s name was 
Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly  
favoured! The Lord is with you.’ She was deeply disturbed 
by these words and asked herself what this greeting could 
mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; 
you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are to conceive 
and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will 
rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will 
have no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this 
come about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you’ the angel answered ‘and the power of the Most 
High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will be 
holy and will be called Son of God. Know this too: your 
kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself  
conceived a son, and she whom people called barren is 
now in her sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God.’  
‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary ‘let what you 
have said be done to me.’ And the angel left her. 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried; he descended 
into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                 Lk 1:38 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be 
done. Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

 
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith. 



   
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: On the eve of the great feast day of the Incarnation, 
we entrust our prayers to God who listens with abundant 
generosity. Let us present our prayers to the Lord full of the 
joyful hope of Advent.                  
     
 

Reader: We pray for the Church that it will be a messenger 
of peace and good tidings for the whole earth, helping all 
people to see and greet and welcome the Saviour of the 
world. (pause).  
We pray.  
All: Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.   
 
 

Reader: We pray for all families as they anticipate the joy of 
Christmas during these in challenging times. As we reflect 
on the future of the Church in Australia and immerse  
ourselves in the Plenary Council, let us remember Mary’s 
yes to God and her trust that the Spirit of God would be with 
her during uncertain times. (pause).  
We pray.  
All: Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.   

 

Reader: We pray for those who are stranded overseas due 
to the pandemic. May every effort be made to bring them 
home and restore them to their families during this sacred 
season. (pause)  
We pray.  
All: Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.   
 

Reader: We pray for young people that as they look to make 
decisions for their future they will heed the advice of elders, 
strive to develop their talents and make the most of  
opportunities that come their way. (pause)  
We pray.  
All: Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.   
 
 

Reader: We pray for young people that as they look to make 
decisions for their future they will heed the advice of elders, 
strive to develop their talents and make the most of  
opportunities that come their way. (pause)  
We pray.  
All: Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.   
 
 

Reader: We pray that the promise of endless life will be the 
reward of those who have completed their earthly  
pilgrimage especially N.... and those whose anniversaries 
occur at  this time and all our loved ones. (pause)  
We pray.  
All: Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.   

 

Leader: Almighty God, as we prepare to celebrate the  
mystery of your Son’s Nativity, hear our prayer and through 
the power of your Spirit and in the name of your Son, Jesus.    
All: Amen.    
 

Offertory Antiphon            Lk 1: 28.42 
Hail Mary, full of grace; the Lord is with you; blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb.                            
1. You have blessed, O Lord, your land; you have brought 
back the captives of Jacob. You have forgiven the guilt of 
your people.        
 

2. I will hear what God will speak for he will speak peace to 
his people and to those who are converted to the heart.   
 
 

Communion Antiphon             Is 7:14 

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his 
name will be called Emmanuel. 
 

1. The heavens show forth the glory of God, and the  
firmament declares the work of his hands. 
             

2. Day unto day conveys the message, and night unto night 
imparts knowledge.                  

       St Mark’s Parish Office Closure. 
                         
 
 

             The Parish Office will be closed                 
from  Friday 25 December 2020   

and reopen  
Monday 11 January 2021  

For emergencies call (02) 9181 1795 and leave a 
message for us to contact you as soon as we can.  

Priest:  
Lord Jesus, you established the house of David to be secure 
forever and from which the Saviour would be born. Jesus is 
the cornerstone. We are a Christ-centered Church.   
 

Reader: Lord Jesus, you alone are wisdom and as St Paul 
declares, you will give us the strength to live the Gospel. By 
living a prayerful life Centered on the Eucharist may we open 
ourselves to your wisdom and the Spirit working in the 
community.   
All: Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

Reader: Lord Jesus, you sent the angel Gabriel to give the good 
news to Mary so that she would bring Jesus into the world 
through the power of the Spirit. Giving birth is painful. 
Change can be frightening. Mary trusted in God and let 
herself be led by the Holy Spirit so that we can say:  
All: Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

Priest: Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, 
your grace into our hearts, 
that we, to whom the incarnation of Christ your Son 
was made known by the message of an Angel, 
may by his Passion and Cross 
be brought to the glory of his resurrection. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
All: Amen.  

The Advent Wreath 

Changes for the month of January. 
From Sunday 3 January 2021 (inclusive)  
there will be NO 10:30am Sunday Mass. 

 

From Wednesday 6 January 2021 (inclusive) there 
will be NO 6:00pm Wednesday Mass. 

Changes to January Masses! 

 Advent Reconciliation:  
In addition to our Advent by Candlelight and Saturday 
Reconciliation we are also offering Reconciliation from  

 20 Dec (Monday) - 24 Dec (Thursday)  
30 minutes before & after Morning Mass  

Please see the priest before or after the Mass.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessed are you, Father, who in your infinite love sent us your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may have life, and have it in abundance.  

 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our Eucharistic communities.  
May they be places, of encounter  with the living Christ, centres of evangelisation and 

outreach to our community in love and mercy.  
 

Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant 
witnesses to the people of Sydney.  

 

Our Lady, Help of Christians, Pray for us! 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangelisation. Pray for us! 
 

St Mary of the Cross Mackillop. Pray for us! 
 

St Mark. Pray for us! 

POPE Francis has proclaimed 2021 will be the 
“Year of St Joseph”.  

The announcement came on the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception, which marked 150 
years since Pope Pius IX declared St Joseph the 

patron of the universal Church. 
 The year began on December 8, 2020, and 

concludes on December 8, 2021 
Click to Read the Apostolic Letter from Pope Francis 

Promoting the cause for sainthood of Eileen O’Connor 
The Catholic Archdiocese 
of Sydney has launched a 
new website, Facebook 
and Instagram pages, 
aimed at promoting the 
pathway to sainthood for 
the  
Co-Founder of Our Lady's 
Nurses for the Poor, Servant of God, Eileen O'Connor. 
 

Eileen's great courage in serving the sick poor, despite 
enduring great personal illness herself is a truly remarkable 
example to us all. 
Visit the new website at this address: 
www.eileenoconnor.com.au and follow the new Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/SoGEileenOConnor and 
Instagram page at this address: www.instagram.com/
theeileenoconnor/ 
 
The new website features prayers through the intercession 
of Eileen O'Connor, details on upcoming events to honour 
her memory, videos and photo galleries. 
A special Mass will also be livestreamed on this site on 
January 10, 2021, to be celebrated by Archbishop Anthony 
Fisher OP at St Brigid’s Church in Coogee, marking the 
centenary of Eileen’s death. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
attendance at this Mass is by invitation only. 
As we approach the centenary of Eileen's death in January, 
let us unite in a prayer that the Little Mother, as she was 
affectionately known, may soon be counted amongst the 
saints in heaven. 

We wish all our parishioners, students, teachers and 
their families blessing’s for a happy and safe Christmas 

and New Year holiday break.  
 

A Blessing for the Holidays  
Sustaining God, caretaker of life,  

you are always present.  
You live in us.  

Watch over us during the break, and  
keep us in your watchful gaze.  

Bless our community as we celebrate these holidays.  
We make this prayer through Jesus our guardian.  

Amen  

We would like to sincerely thank St Mark’s Parish 
Community for your ongoing support.   

Your generosity for our Christmas Appeal enables 
us to support the community and those families 
that are at breaking point this Christmas or who 
have found themselves requiring support due to 

the impact of COVID in their lives.  
Our Christmas Appeal is being counted,  and we 

thank you for your generosity.   
We thank all those who donated, packed and 

delivered our hampers.  

Canada Bay Mayor’s Golf Day appeal this year 
presented St Vinnies’ with a donation cheque 

for $6,700.00  

© Angus MacDonald City of Canada Bay Council 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
http://www.eileenoconnor.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/SoGEileenOConnor
http://www.instagram.com/theeileenoconnor/
http://www.instagram.com/theeileenoconnor/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj_gZy7q8PQAhWGjpQKHWYEDCoQjRwIBw&url=http://tacticstime.com/chess-books/the-happy-meal-of-chess-books/&bvm=bv.139782543,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNF4zVP6XZaJdxhzcMn6tFvcDGVFcw&ust=1480143774301


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
  

 

 

Advent by Candlelight:   
Use Advent wisely. That means spiritual preparation. If you cannot attend Sunday Masses, join us on  
Wednesday for Mass at 6pm then Advent by candlelight, to reflect and help you wait in joyful hope.  

Make friends with key figures of the season: John the Baptist; Our Lady; Saint Joseph; Our Lady of Guadalupe; 
Find out more details in our Parish Advent Bulletin and Blue Books.  

CHRISTMAS EVE: 24 DECEMBER  
4.00pm Family Mass 
5.30pm Family Mass  
7.30pm Family Mass  
9.00pm Night Mass  

12.00am Midnight Mass   

CHRISTMAS DAY: 25 DECEMBER  
7.00am Dawn Mass  

9.00am Christmas Day Mass  
10.30am Christmas Day Mass  

ALL WELCOME   
CHRISTMAS FAMILY MASSES   

At our family Masses the children can come 
dressed as a nativity character; Mary, Joseph, Baby 
Jesus, Shepherds, Angels, Donkeys, Camels, Sheep, 
wise men (Magi), Herod, the innkeeper or a Star.   

Children are invited to dress up and join the 
entrance procession at each Family Mass.  

26 DECEMBER  
12 noon Saturday Mass  
THE HOLY FAMILY MASS 

5.30pm Vigil Mass  
27 DECEMBER  
9.00am Mass  

10.30am Mass 
  6.00pm Mass 

ADVENT SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  
(Reconciliation | Confession)  

WEDNESDAY: 6.30pm - 7.00pm  
SATURDAY: 11.00am - 11.55am  

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE  MASS  
31 DECEMBER   

6.00pm Evening Mass   
NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS 

MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD   
1 JANUARY   

9.30am Mass   

In addition we are also offering Reconciliation from  
 21 Dec (Monday) - 24 Dec (Thursday)  

30 minutes before & after Morning Mass  
Please see the priest before or after the Mass.  



Come Home to Mass! 
Human Beings are made for community and communion.  

The experience of remoteness only serves to underline our need 
for community and communion. It whets our appetite for the 

satisfying Bread and priceless Wine.  
The answer to our biggest question, the meaning of life,  

is: Jesus  Christ. He is the God-who-comes-close and the only 
thing to fill our inner void.  

                                            Come  
 

                         Home 
The poignancy of these two words, separated by a line, is 

undeniable. It could be addressed to anyone, Is it a directive? A 
plea? A hope? It seems to me that this song voices God’s call to 

Come Home to Mass.  
 

In light of the significant easing of the restrictions upon church 
attendance, I rescind my decree of 20 March 2020 dispensing 

the faithful of Sydney from the obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays and the Holy Days of Christmas and the Assumption.  

 

Under canon 1247 attendance at Mass on those days is now 
obligatory once again. Of course, we want people to come to 
Mass out of love more than obedience, but love itself brings 

responsibilities. Those who are of great age, have health 
conditions or are otherwise anxious about the risks of  

COVID-19 are free to remain at home and find another way of 
keeping holy the Sunday Sabbath. 

excerpt from Most Rev Anthony Fisher Eighth Pastoral Letter to parishioners  

13 December 2020  - the full letter is available on the Church noticeboard.  

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend Mass 
on  

- St Mark’s Website -  

Register with trybooking 
before 4pm M - F  
REGISTRATION IS  

ESSENTIAL   

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am & 
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
St Mark’s Limit is 110 
(seating is in the nave,  

back foyer and sanctuary).  

   Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

Keep them in  Your Prayers 

Christmas Masses:  
Due to popular demand we have added an additional 
Christmas Eve Family Mass at 4.00pm - which can be  

Book on the Parish website  
  https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/ 

VISITING ST MARK’S:  

During this Joyous Season, we will welcome many visitors 
to our Church from around Australia and for some, it 
may be the only time they attend Mass. Let us prepare to 
give them a warm welcome into our Parish Community as 
we wish blessings for the Season.  

THANK YOU: 
The members of St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League sincerely 
thank our most reverend Frs. Michael, Denis and John, along 
with Sec. Vicki and her hard working team, for keeping the 
functions of the Parish smoothly operating 
during the long pandemic close-down.  
 

Wishing you all every blessing for 
Christmas and 2021 

Judith Brown  
President  

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community: Christopher Pinto,  
Rocco Zoccali, Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni,  
Meagan Ficarra, Lina Giannandrea, Rita Arcidiacono and Brian 
McCarthy & all St. Mark’s Parish community members unwell 
at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Fr Terence Purcell, Peter Cotter, George Peres Da Costa,  
Ivan Phillips, Lucila Garcia de Rincon, Karl Soumar,  
Cynthia Gregory and Rosa Ilacqua.     
 

Recently Deceased: Patrick Griffith, Fr Robert Flaherty, 
Monsignor Luigi Porta (Italy), Bishop Stephen Tjephe (Myanmar) 

Marguerite Rushworth, Damian Hess, Joseph Abbonizio, 
Giuseppe Grieco & Con Harsis. We pray for those who have 
died and offer our prayers to their families.  
May they rest in peace.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/


 

 *  Winning hearts & minds.  
Hugely successful new religious education curriculum 

   * It could happen to anyone. New book outlines Pell justice travesty    
* The priest our spies framed    
* Transgender reality check   

Gospel Reflection 
We have reached the final Sunday in the season of Advent – a time of preparing ourselves to recognise and celebrate 
Christ’s presence in the world, both historically and in an ongoing, timeless way. This week’s gospel account of the  
Annunciation is an ideal culmination to this season as we recall Mary’s emphatic ‘Yes’ to all that was being asked of her. 
At the end of the Advent season of reflection and preparation to recognise Christ’s presence in the world and in our lives, 
what better response could there be than to simply say, ‘Yes’? 

In a world that is driven by selfishness and the drive to push one’s self ahead of others, Mary’s selfless act stands as a 
challenge to our modern society. Even in her own time, Mary’s decision must have been an enormously difficult one – one 
that had the potential to bring great shame on herself and Joseph. Yet, her decision is made swiftly and in faith. She trusts 
God absolutely and gives her life over into God’s hands. That is perhaps the supreme act of faith; to say ‘Yes’ to God so 
completely that you are prepared to hand over direction and control of your own life. 

Few of us tend to be visited by angels who lay out God’s plan for us as clearly as Gabriel did for Mary. For most of us, it is 
a challenge to discern God’s desire for us; to realise what it is that we are called to do and then give ourselves fully to that 
call. In the hustle and bustle of life, it is difficult to hear anything that God may be trying to ask of us. Perhaps the example 
of Mary’s ‘Yes’ is a reminder to be still enough to hear the question in the first place! 

Scriptural context 
Throughout the gospel of Luke, great importance is placed on the people in society who were regarded as the ‘lesser 
ones’. The mission of Jesus, as described in Luke’s gospel, is directed towards those who were unimportant in the eyes of 
society. In first century society, women were regarded as much less in status than men. So it is significant that the first 
revelation of Jesus is made to a woman, Mary. The angel Gabriel announces that Mary has won God’s favour. For a  
woman to win God’s favour would have been unimaginable to many Jews at the time, yet, through this woman God was 
revealed in human form. 

Have you thought? What about Joseph? 
Luke’s account of the Annunciation (and indeed much of the infancy narrative) focuses its attention on Mary. But what of 
Joseph? How does he react to the news that his betrothed wife is pregnant? By Jewish Law and tradition, Mary could well 
have been stoned to death if Joseph had denounced her. Even if Joseph allowed people to think that he was the father of 
her child, this would have caused an enormous scandal – a breach of the sanctity of the betrothal vow. However,  
foreshadowing the compassion of Jesus himself, Joseph acts purely out of compassion and continues with his marriage to 
Mary. 
 

Different View – Virgin births  
Some critics of Christian tradition argue that the account of the virgin conception and birth of Jesus is merely a literary  
device used to give status to Jesus’ birth. At the time, it was not an uncommon device to accord a significant figure a  
heroic or even virginal birth. In Greek, Egyptian and even Roman legend, several characters are credited with virgin births. 
Some authors point to the fact that it is only the gospels of Matthew and Luke and none of the earlier writings that portray 
Mary as a virgin. The argument suggests that assigning Jesus a virgin birth was an attempt to place Jesus alongside other 
historical and legendary figures as a person of great status.                 © Greg Sunter 
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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