
 

 

It is with great joy we welcome from next week the new guidelines from the government for religious and 
other gatherings. We will still have to comply with the guidelines to keep good personal hygiene and social distancing. 
What these guidelines mean for us at St Mark’s specifically we will have to determine. 

 

The scriptures this week place John the Baptist in the desert. This is a place of encounter, of starkness and 
simplicity, when you have to face what is within yourself with no distraction. We often see Jesus withdrawing to a 
lonely place or going up the mountain to pray – to be away from everything and to be with his Father. Advent is a time 
for us to step back and be with God, if not in a remote place, at least in the sanctuary that is our souls. Prayer is always 
important for Christians and Jesus admonishes us that our prayer be sincere and simple, as in the model for prayer the 
Our Father, that he gave to his disciples. 

 

John the Baptist comes on the scene as an exotic and prophetic figure challenging the prevailing mores, calling 
people to repentance echoing Isiah and the drama of public Baptism and repentance for sin, preparing the way of the 
Lord. The Lord will come to save his people and the opening prayer of the Mass we pray that “no earthly undertaking 
hinder those who set out in haste to meet your Son” and that “heavenly wisdom gain us admittance to his company”. 
First, we have to want to be with the Lord and be open to his teaching. The “heavenly wisdom” we need in our lives is 
to discern our path to the Lord and be open to his guidance in our lives. 

 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord’ is the message of this Sunday. I invite parishioners to use the Little Blue Book for 
Daily reflection and prayer and the special Advent Bulletin with ideas and suggestions for home prayer and ritual. 
Repentance is a great step forward. We have the opportunity for the Sacrament of Penance during our Advent by 
Candlelight Adoration after 6pm Mass Wednesday evenings and Saturday Mornings from 11am till 11.55pm or by 
appointment. This is a wonderful Sacrament of healing and there are guides to celebrating this Sacrament outside the 
Confessional, (Pink for Adults and Yellow for children). Children’s Confessions are celebrated outside the confessional in 
sight of the parent or adult who is accompanying them.  

 

Let us all prepare the way of the Lord and make his path straight. Next Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent 
and Rejoice or Gaudete Sunday so wear your most colourful Pink or Rose outfit to Mass ‘so near is the Lords coming;  
the reason for rejoicing. 

           Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ   
 Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 13th-14th December 2020 
 The theme of the 2020 Vinnies Christmas Appeal is   

“You can stop an Australian Family from reaching breaking point this Christmas”.  
In a year like no other, our local St Mark’s Vinnies conference is seeking your  

generous support to provide much needed emotional and financial assistance  
to those families who are in need. 

 Our Vinnies Christmas Appeal this year will be held on the weekend of 13th-14th December,  
             where you will see the Vinnies Donation Buckets and Vinnies envelopes at the church.  
 Your gift can transform the lives of Australian parents and children who may be indeed at breaking 

point and share a sense of the joy and hope of Christmas. 
 Once again we thank you for your generosity and a reminder donations of $2 and over are tax deductible  

Envelopes are enclosed in this week bulletin and can be returned for next week’s appeal  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon            Cf. Is 30:19,30 

O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save 
the nations, and the Lord will make the glory of his 
voice heard in the joy of your heart. 

1.   Give ear, O you who rule Israel, you who lead the 
flock of Joseph.                       
 

2.   From your throne upon the cherubim, shine forth, 
before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.                    
 

3.   O Lord, God of hosts, how long will you be angry 
against the prayer of your servant?              
 

 
 
 

First Reading              Is 40:1-5. 9-11 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah    
Prepare the way for the Lord. 

‘Console my people, console them’ says your God. 
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her 
that her time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned 
for, that she has received from the hand of the Lord 
double punishment for all her crimes.’ 
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the 
Lord. Make a straight highway for our God across the 
desert. Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and 
hill be laid low, let every cliff become a plain, and the 
ridges a valley; then the glory of the Lord shall be  
revealed and all mankind shall see it; for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.’ Go up on a high mountain, joyful 
messenger to Zion. Shout with a loud voice, joyful  
messenger to Jerusalem. Shout without fear, say to the 
towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God.’ Here is the Lord 
coming with power, his arm subduing all things to him. 
The prize of his victory is with him, his trophies all go 
before him. 
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs 
in his arms, holding them against his breast and leading 
to their rest the mother ewes.  

Responsorial Psalm                 Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8 

(R.) Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your 
salvation.         
 

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,  a voice that 
speaks of peace, peace for his people. His help is near 
for those who fear him and his glory will dwell in our 
land.  (R.) 
 

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met; justice and peace 
have embraced. Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 
and justice look down from heaven.  (R.) 

3. The Lord will make us prosper and our earth shall 
yield its fruit. Justice shall march before him and peace 
shall follow his steps. (R.) 

 

Second Reading                  2 Pt 3:8-14 

A reading from the second letter of St Peter     
We wait for new heavens and a new earth. 

There is one thing, my friends, that you must never  
forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thousand 
years, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is 
not being slow to carry out his promises, as anybody 
else might be called slow; but he is being patient with 
you all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to be 
brought to change his ways. The Day of the Lord will 
come like a thief, and then with a roar the sky will  
vanish, the elements will catch fire and fall apart, the 
earth and all that it contains will be burnt up. 

Since everything is coming to an end like this, you 
should be living holy and saintly lives while you wait and 
long for the Day of God to come, when the sky will  
dissolve in flames and the elements melt in the heat. 
What we are waiting for is what he promised: the new 
heavens and new earth, the place where righteousness 
will be at home. So then, my friends, while you are  
waiting, do your best to live lives without spot or stain so 
that he will find you at peace. 

 
Gospel                    Mk 1:1-8 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
Make straight the paths of the Lord. 

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. It is written in the book of the prophet 
Isaiah: Look, I am going to send my messenger before 
you; he will prepare your way. A voice cries in the  
wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths 
straight, and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in 
the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people of 
Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were 
baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their 
sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived 
on locusts and wild honey. In the course of his   
preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone 
who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel 
down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised 
you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried; he descended 
into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                   Lk 3:4. 6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of 

the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Next Week:  (Gaudete Sunday) 
Turning Pink with Joy on the Third Sunday of Advent 

Dress for Gaudete Sunday a day for wearing the colour  

Rose or Pink to Mass.   
Gaudete Sunday is a break about midway through the season of 

Advent which signifies the nearness of the Lord's coming.  



  

 

Communion Antiphon            Bar 5:5; 4:36 

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and 
behold the joy which comes to you from God. 
 

1.  Praise the Lord O Jerusalem. Praise your God,  
O Sion. He has strengthened the bars of your gates and 
has blessed your children within you.           
 

2.  He has granted peace in your boarders, with the best 
of wheat he fills you.            
 

3.  He has not done in like manner to every nation and 
his judgements he has not made manifest to them.  

 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Brothers and sisters, let us bring our prayer  
before God who shows kindness to all who fear him.                    
     
 

Reader: We pray for the Church that as we respond to the 
call to missionary discipleship, we bring comfort to those 
burdened by difficult situations, speak tenderly to all who 
are downcast, and strive for peace where there is  
aggression. (pause).  
In faith we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
 

Reader: We pray for the leaders of the world that they  
understand the responsibility that comes with their power 
and ‘be awake’ to the needs of their people during this time 
of pandemic and economic recession. (pause).  
In faith we pray: 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
 
  

Reader: We pray for the Australian Catholic Church as we 
move towards the Plenary Council. May the Spirit inspire 
all the delegates to carefully listen. (pause)  
In faith we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader: We pray for ourselves that in this time of  
preparation for Christmas we will focus on our needs rather 
than our wants and be generous to those who need help, 
particularly those who are unable to join with their families 
due to the pandemic. (pause)  
In faith we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader: We pray for communities in fire-prone areas 
around the nation, that they will prepare wisely for this 
summer and call us all to climate conversation. (pause)  
In faith we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   

Reader: We pray that those who have died during the  
season of Advent, that they dwell in the house of God.  
(pause)  
In faith we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.        
 
 

Leader: God of justice and peace, your prophets challenge 
us and confront our complacency. Hear our prayer and 
teach us to heed the words of John the Baptist and prepare 
the way of the Lord. We ask this in Jesus’ name.    
All: Amen.    

Offertory Antiphon            Ps 84:7-8  
Will you not, O God, give us life; and shall not your 
people rejoice in you? Show us O Lord and grant us 
your salvation.  
                                
1. You have blessed, O Lord your land; you have 
brought back the captives of Jacob. You have forgiven 
the guilt of your people; you have covered all their sins.      

2. Convert us O God our saviour, and turn away your 
anger from us.                 

3. I will hear what God will speak, for he will speak 
peace to his people, and to those who are converted to 
the heart.                              

The second candle, which can be named the John the Baptist 
Candle. John the Baptist was the one who prepared the way 
for the Lord.  
 

Priest: Lord Jesus, your coming was proclaimed by the prophet 
Isaiah who described you as a ‘shepherd feeding his flock, 
gathering the lambs in his arms’. The Plenary Council invites 
us to be a Humble, Healing and Merciful community. Like the 
shepherd may we be people with arms outstretched in love.  
All: Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

Priest: Lord Jesus, you will come again. St Peter reminds us to 
live holy and saintly lives while we wait and long for the Day 
of God to come. Waiting can be filled with anxiety. The 
unexpected can be frightening. Help us to live in the Spirit 
always.  
All: Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

Priest: Lord Jesus, you call us to baptism in the Holy Spirit. Be 
with us as we ‘Listen to what the Spirit is saying’ throughout 
the journey of the Plenary Council.  
All: Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

Priest: Almighty and merciful God, 
may no earthly undertaking hinder those 
who set out in haste to meet your Son, 
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom 
gain us admittance to his company. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
All: Amen.  

The Advent Wreath 

MASS TUESDAY 8 DECEMBER:  
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary   
Mass of Solemnity at 9:30am at St Mark’s Church    
                                  All Welcome 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

ADVENT MEANS ‘COMING’ 

 

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith. 

       Delivery of Vinnies Christmas      
 Hampers:  

     We would love your help. 
When: On Sunday, December 13, we will be 
delivering Christmas Hampers to families in need after the 9am 
Mass. 
Requirements: A car and being able to lift 5-8 kgs hampers. 
Playing, singing and the whistling of Carols is encouraged.  
Meet: Please meet us in the School Hall at 10am(after Mass) prior 
to leaving. Fr Michael & a special guest will do the Blessing of the 
Hampers, please join him outside the School Hall after 9am Mass 
Overall: We will have approximately 75 hampers to deliver and 
this should take no longer than 1 hour (based on previous years)  

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 13th-14th December 2020 
 The theme of the 2020 Vinnies Christmas Appeal is  
  “You can stop an Australian Family from reaching   
     breaking point this Christmas”. 
In a year like no other, our local St Mark’s Vinnies conference is 
seeking your generous support to provide much needed 
emotional and financial assistance to those families who are in 
need.  Our Vinnies Christmas Appeal this year will be held on 
the weekend of 13th-14th December, where you will see the 
Vinnies Donation Buckets and Vinnies envelopes available at 
church. Your gift can transform the lives of Australian parents 
and children who may be indeed at breaking point and share a 
sense of the joy and hope of Christmas. 
 Once again we thank you for your generosity and a reminder 
donations of $2 and over are tax deductible  

St Canice Christmas Hampers 
It's going to be a merrier Christmas for the 
patrons of St Canice, thanks to the help of  
St Mark's Parish, St Mark's Catholic Primary 
and our many volunteers and donors this 
year.    
While St Mark's Parish volunteers were not 
able to cook our regular Christmas feast for  
St Canice patrons due to COVID-2019, we 
were given permission to donate hampers.  
So, with a bit of organisation and some 
contributions by generous donors, we were 
able to put together 120 hampers for both 
men and women in time for Christmas 2020. 
 

The hampers not only contain some essentials 
such as underwear – I mean who doesn't like 
a fresh pair of undies for Christmas! and 
toiletries as well as some delicious treats. Here 
is a list of those we'd like to thank for the 
generosity of their time, effort, donation of 
goods and money. 
Donors: Watson Mangioni, Mark, Chris & 
Cheryl, OTT promotions Aisling & St Mark’s 
Community Parishioners  
Shoppers: Audrey, Keith & Grant 
Retailers: Coles, Aldi (Birkenhead and Leichhardt), 
Woolworths (Leichhardt), Bonds,  (Birkenhead) 
Spotlight (Birkenhead)  and La Bastide.  
Christmas Cards: St Mark's Catholic Primary 
(organised by Beatrice)  
Packers: Keith, Sharon, Ann, Anya, Shirley 
Corinne, Lui, Jodi, Grant, Robyn, Lauren 
Delivery: Danny, Pierre, Terry, Grant 
Canice's Kitchen: Carrie, Dre 
 

Merry Christmas  
Keith & Grant 

Launch of new Archdiocesan Mission Plan,  
Go Make Disciples 

The Archdiocese of Sydney’s Mission Plan,  
Go Make Disciples, will be launched online and in parishes 

by Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP on Saturday 12 
December, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Star of 
the New Evangelisation. Drawing from the insights of the 

‘Parish 2020’ process, it will share the Archbishop’s 
personal vision for the future life of the Archdiocese and 

directions for our parishes and other Eucharistic 
communities in the years to come. 

 

At the heart of this new plan is the fundamental conviction 
that it is only through a personal encounter with Christ in 
the midst of the Church that our faith is renewed and the 
mission of evangelisation finds its source and inspiration. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  

 

Advent by Candlelight:   
Use Advent wisely. That means spiritual preparation. If you cannot attend Sunday Masses, join us on  
Wednesday for Mass at 6pm then Advent by candlelight, to reflect and help you wait in joyful hope.  

Make friends with key figures of the season: John the Baptist; Our Lady; Saint Joseph; Our Lady of Guadalupe; 
Find out more details in our Parish Advent Bulletin and Blue Books.  

CHRISTMAS EVE: 24 DECEMBER  
5.30pm Family Mass  
7.30pm Family Mass  
9.00pm Night Mass  

12.00am Midnight Mass   

CHRISTMAS DAY: 25 DECEMBER  
7.00am Dawn Mass  

9.00am Christmas Day Mass  
10.30am Christmas Day Mass  

CHRISTMAS FAMILY MASSES   
At our family Masses the children can come 

dressed as a nativity character; Mary, Joseph, Baby 
Jesus, Shepherds, Angels, Donkeys, Camels, Sheep, 
wise men (Magi), Herod, the innkeeper or a Star.   

Children are invited to dress up and join the 
entrance procession at each Family Mass.  

26 DECEMBER  
12 noon Saturday Mass  
THE HOLY FAMILY MASS 

5.30pm Vigil Mass  
27 DECEMBER  
9.00am Mass  

10.30am Mass   
6.00pm Mass 

NEW YEAR’S EVE  MASS  
31 DECEMBER   

6.00pm Evening Mass   
NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS 

MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD   
1 JANUARY   

9.30am Morning Mass   

WEDNESDAY: 6.30pm - 7.00pm  
SATURDAY: 11.00am - 12 noon  

     or by appointment.    



Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend 
Mass on  

- St Mark’s Website -  

Register with trybooking 
before 3pm M - F  

Registrations essential    

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am &  
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
St Mark’s limit is 80 at Mass. 
(seating is in the nave, gallery,  

back foyer and sanctuary).  

   Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

HOW TO DONATE ONLINE? 
If you would like to donate to our 

Church easy and fast! 
Scan the QR code below with 

your smartphone camera. 
Alternatively, visit our Parish 

website and click on the button” 
Support us” make a Donation.  

1st Collection Supports the 
priests of the Parish and 

Archdiocese with a stipend, place 
to live & their household 

expenses.   
 

2nd Collection Supports the upkeep of the Parish. Providing 
for the costs of the administration, for support of ministries 
exercised for the parish & for the maintenance of the parish 

buildings.    

We welcome into our faith community this  
Weekend through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s: 
Ariana Gargaro 

 &  
Julian Nico Da Silva  

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

 

Keep them in  Your Prayers 

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community: Christopher Pinto,  
Patrick Griffith, Rocco Zoccali, Joseph Abbonizio,  
Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra,  
Lina Giannandrea, Rita Arcidiacono and Brian McCarthy & all 
St. Mark’s Parish community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Cynthia Gregory, William McBeath and Therese Lees.     
 

Recently Deceased: Giuseppe Grieco,  Lucila Garcia de 
Rincon. We pray for those who have died and offer our 
prayers to their families.  May they rest in peace.  

Dear Parishioners, 
The Advent season is upon us, and the year 2020 has been 
extraordinary. We are however, blessed with a Parish 
community that has adapted in many ways and reached out 
to those in need - one of the principal callings of our 
Mission. 
 

The Parish Pastoral Council, together with Fr. Michael,  
Fr. John, Vicki (Parish secretary) and Jacqui (President of Rozelle 

Vinnies) used this unique opportunity to harness our 
collective passion, brain power, life experiences and faith in 
shaping how our cherished St. Marks’ Parish community  
will look like in 2025.  
 

Specifically, we asked ourselves;  
  “What will our St Mark’s Parish look like in 2025,  
    and how do we contribute and serve     
        to become the parish community we all  
      want to be part of? 
 

We conducted a number of workshops and developed 7 
opportunities for renewal.   
We landed on 3 priorities for 2021: 
1: Reinvigorate in our church liturgy mass:  
We meet, We share, We care 
2: Galvanise the Youth: We are the future 
3: Revitalise the Ministries: Revive, Survive, Thrive 
 

We are super excited to progress the priorities with you in  
the New Year, becoming the parish community that we all 
want to be part of. And truly living out our Mission as a 
vibrant and caring community, journeying together and 
growing in faith. 
 

We will be in touch!  From the Parish Pastoral Council, we 
wish all of you and your families a wonderful and brilliant 
Christmas! 
 
Warm wishes, 
Celine Chair of PPC 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER + 2 INSERTS THIS WEEK 

 *  Illegal to pray? Victorian law alarms experts    
   *  NSW Labor: Open our churches   

* At the heart of the storm   
* Spiritual books to brighten your life  

Blessed are you, Father, who in your infinite love sent us your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may have life, and have it in abundance.  

 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our Eucharistic communities.  
May they be places, of encounter  with the living Christ, centres of evangelisation and 

outreach to our community in love and mercy.  
 

Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant 
witnesses to the people of Sydney.  

 

Our Lady, Help of Christians, Pray for us! 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangelisation. Pray for us! 
 

St Mary of the Cross Mackillop. Pray for us! 
 

St Mark. Pray for us! 

Gospel Reflection 
This week’s gospel captures beautifully the spirit of preparation and waiting that characterises the liturgical season of  
Advent. John the Baptist is portrayed as fulfilling the prophecies of Isaiah and others as the one who comes before the 
Lord preparing the way. He is a messenger, sent by God to ‘do the groundwork’ preparing the people for the coming of the 
Christ. Although this passage is used during Advent as preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus, we know that 
John was a contemporary (indeed cousin) of Jesus and the time of preparation was immediately prior to Jesus’ public  
ministry. 

John appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism for forgiveness of sins. It may seem odd to think of going to the 
wilderness to try to influence people. Today we might think that the city centre or street corner might be the better venue to 
preach something. What is it about the wilderness? Reference is made to the wilderness several times in scripture. It is 
used as a place of preparation and encounter with God. The wilderness referred to was a vast expanse of emptiness on 
the eastern side of the Jordan River. It was not uncommon for wandering preachers like John and Jesus to go out into the 
wilderness as a way of making a break from their previous life and getting themselves ready in body and spirit to begin 
their ministry. The wilderness to the east of the Jordan was also the place in which many of the rebels based themselves. 
There was a sense that challenge and unrest came out of the wilderness. In many ways that is what Jesus – heralded by 
John – brought out of the wilderness as well. 

Historical Context – A Baptism of Forgiveness 
The understanding that we generally have of baptism today has not always been the case. At the time of John and Jesus, 
the Jewish tradition used baptism as a ritual bath to cleanse a person who had become ritually unclean and make them 
able to participate in religious rituals. What John was preaching was a baptism for the forgiveness of sins – a new  
interpretation at the time. He emphasised that repentance was essential for forgiveness and that there needed to be a 
conscious returning to God. John’s baptism was a symbolic act to signify the willingness of the person to renounce their 
sins and make a more conscious return to God. 

Scriptural context – Mark 
The gospel of Mark is sometimes portrayed as a ‘no fuss’ gospel. Nowhere is this more clearly seen than in this week’s 
passage. We have the first eight verses of the gospel and the author wastes no time in announcing the purpose, ‘The  
beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.’ The gospel of Mark does not give any infancy narrative 
or genealogy like Matthew or Luke, nor a theological foreword like John. It jumps straight in with a declaration that Jesus is 
the Son of God and almost immediately begins to explore his ministry. 
 

Gospel Focus – Preparing the Way 
The gospel passage quotes the prophet Isaiah (although text combines Malachi 3:1; Isaiah 40:3; and Exodus 23:20) and 
casts John the Baptist in the role of fulfilling the prophecy of the voice that cries in the wilderness, ‘Prepare a way for the 
Lord’. The description of John in camel-skin and eating locusts and wild honey is designed to align him with Elijah, the 
great prophet of Jewish history. In a very short and sharp passage the gospel ties the coming of Jesus to the expectation 
of a messiah that has run through Jewish history and been foretold by the great prophets.               © Greg Sunter 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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Make a straight path: Today we think about 
preparing a way and making a straight path for the 
Lord. How will you do that this Advent?  
Untangle these paths and straighten our which one 
is which. Match each letter path to a number action 
that we can do to get ready for Jesus.  
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