
 

“What will bring us joy and happiness,” is perhaps one of the most common questions that we would ask 
ourselves from time to time. In fact, everything we do in life is heading towards joy and happiness. Although most 
joy and happiness are superficial, come and go, there is also deeper and lasting joy and happiness that abides and 
remains. As Christian, we all know that our true joy and happiness is to be found only in God and in God alone. 
 

As we enter the third week of Advent, our theme for this week changes from Peace to Joy. That is why 
this third Sunday is also known as the Gaudete [gow-DEH-tay] Sunday from the first word “Rejoice” used in the 
Introit or entrance antiphon of Sunday’s Liturgy. This Sunday reminds us of the joy that the world experienced at 
the birth of Jesus as well as the joy that the faithful have in reaching the midpoint of Advent. This joy is obviously 
present in today’s first reading: I exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices in my God. To indicate this joy, the 
vestments worn by the priest can be the colour rose (or pink), as is the third candle of the Advent Wreath, 
reminding us that Christmas is near, and we can hardly contain our joy.  
 

This week's Gospel reading continues our Advent reflection on the person and 
message of John the Baptist who is “the voice that cries in the wilderness” calling 
people to “make a straight way for the Lord”. He calls each one of us to repent and be 
ready for the coming of the Lord. Advent can be a time of anxiety when shopping lists 
are uncompleted, Christmas cards are unfinished, work is piling up before the holiday 
break, the kids will be home from school any day now, and the big family meals are 
waiting to be planned, cooked and served. However, it is still possible for us to set aside 
a few minutes every day to be alone with God in prayers and to prepare ourselves 
spiritually to welcome Jesus into our lives. It is also the time for us to reach out to those 
who are in need and share them the joy we experience during this special season. After 
all, God is our true joy and happiness and that’s what Christmas is really about: Jesus 
becoming one of us, to save us, to prove God's love for us, to teach us the art of living, 
and to share his very life with us.  

Yours in Christ, Fr John  Pham  

 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 13th-14th December 2020 
 The theme of the 2020 Vinnies Christmas Appeal is   

“You can stop an Australian Family from reaching breaking point this Christmas”.  
In a year like no other, our local St Mark’s Vinnies conference is seeking your  

generous support to provide much needed emotional and financial assistance  
to those families who are in need. 

 Our Vinnies Christmas Appeal this year is being held this weekend, where you will  
           see the Vinnies Donation Buckets and Vinnies envelopes at the church.  

 Your gift can transform the lives of Australian parents and children who may be indeed at  
breaking point and share a sense of the joy and hope of Christmas. 

 Once again we thank you for your generosity and a reminder donations of $2 and over are tax deductible  
Envelopes are enclosed in this week bulletin and can be placed in the donation buckets at each Mass  

Gaudete Sunday is a break about midway through the season of Advent which signifies the nearness of the Lord's coming.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon              Phil 4:4-5 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near. 
1.   You have blessed, O Lord your land, you have 
brought back the captives of Jacob. You have forgiven 
the guilt of your people.                        
 

2.   Convert us O God our saviour and turn away your 
anger from us.                     
 

3.   I will hear what God will speak for he will speak 
peace to his people.               
 

 
 

First Reading              Is 61:1-2. 10-11 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah    
I exult for joy in the Lord. 

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for the Lord 
has anointed me. He has sent me to bring good news to 
the poor, to bind up hearts that are broken; to proclaim 
liberty to captives, freedom to those in prison; to  
proclaim a year of favour from the Lord. 
‘I exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices in my God, 
for he has clothed me in the garments of salvation, he 
has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity, like a  
bridegroom wearing his wreath, like a bride adorned in 
her jewels. ‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow, as 
a garden makes seeds spring up, so will the Lord make 
both integrity and praise spring up in the sight of the  
nations.’  

Responsorial Psalm              Lk 1:46-50. 53-54. R. Is 61:10 

(R.) My soul rejoices in my God.          
 

1. My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God, 
my Saviour. He looks on his servant in her nothingness; 
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. (R.) 
 

2. The Almighty works marvels for me. Holy his name!
His mercy is from age to age, on those who fear him. 
(R.) 

3. He fills the starving with good things, sends the rich 
away empty. He protects Israel, his servant,  
remembering his mercy. (R.) 

 

Second Reading           1 Thes 5:16-24 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians      
May you all be kept blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things 
give thanks to God, because this is what God expects 
you to do in Christ Jesus. Never try to suppress the 
Spirit or treat the gift of prophecy with contempt; think 
before you do anything – hold on to what is good and 
avoid every form of evil. May the God of peace make 
you perfect and holy; and may you all be kept safe and 
blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. God has called you and he will not 
fail you. 

 
Gospel                        Jn 1:6-8. 19-28 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
There stands among you, unknown to you, the one who is coming after me. 

A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came 
as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that 
everyone might believe through him. He was not the light, 
only a witness to speak for the light. 
This is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews 
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who 
are you?’ he not only declared, but he declared quite  
openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked, ‘are 
you Elijah?’ ‘I am not,’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He 
answered, ‘No.’ So they said to him, ‘Who are you? We 
must take back an answer to those who sent us. What 
have you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, as 
Isaiah prophesied: a voice that cries in the wilderness: 
Make a straight way for the Lord.’ 
Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they 
put this further question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if 
you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not the  
prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there 
stands among you – unknown to you – the one who is 
coming after me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’ 
This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the Jordan, 
where John was baptising. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried; he descended 
into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation               Is 61:1 (Lk 4:18)

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring 
Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

 

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith. 



  

 

 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: As we joyfully await the birth of Christ, let us place 
our intentions before the Father whose ‘faithful love  
extends from age to age’.                 
     
 

Reader: We pray that the Church throughout the world may 
always bring good news to the poor. (pause).  
Lord, hear us.  
All: Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.   
 
 

Reader: We pray for those who witness to the Gospel in 
dangerous environments while they care for others  
suffering COVID-19 may they be strengthened through our 
prayers and come to know of the birth of the Messiah  
understanding. (pause).  
Lord, hear us.  
All: Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.   

 

Reader: We pray for the leaders of our Church in Australia 
that they may show by their lives that Christ is the light of 
the world and work towards a fruitful Plenary Council. 
(pause)  
Lord, hear us.  
All: Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.   
 

Reader: We pray for the Australian Church so that we work 
with faith to make straight the path for the Messiah. (pause)  
Lord, hear us.  
All: Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.   
 
 

Reader: We pray for our parishes and Eucharistic  
communities, that they may be true and vibrant centers of  
Evangelisation, built on the love and worship of Christ,  
proclaiming sound teaching, serving those in need, and  
welcoming all who seek to know the love and mercy of God.  
(pause)  
Lord, hear us.  
All: Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.   
 
 

Reader: We pray that those who have died will live forever 
with the Lord in compassion and love, especially N.... 
(pause)  
Lord, hear us.  
All: Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.   

 

Leader: Father, you are our help at all times of the day, and 
all the days of our lives. Hear our prayers and call us to live 
in your grace more fully. We know that these requests will 
be answered through the power of the Spirit and in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.   
All: Amen.    
 

Offertory Antiphon            Ps 84:7-8  
O Lord, you have favoured your land; you have  
restored the well-being of Jacob. You have forgiven the 
iniquity of your people.                           
1. Convert us, O God our Saviour and turn away your |anger 
from us.       
 

2. I will hear what the Lord God will speak for he will speak 
of peace to his people.  
 

3. Mercy and truth have met each other justice and peace 
have kissed. Truth has sprung out of the earth and justice 
has looked down from heaven.      
 

Communion Antiphon          Cf. Is 35:4 

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. 
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 
 

1. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our 
God.            
 

2. Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears 
of the deaf shall be unstopped.            
 

3.  For waters shall break forth in the desert and streams in 
the wilderness.                           

       St Mark’s Parish Office Closure. 
                         
 
 

             The Parish Office will be closed                 
from  Friday 25 December 2020   

and reopen  
Monday 11 January 2021  

For emergencies call (02) 9181 1795 and leave a 
message for us to contact you as soon as we can.  

Priest:  
Lord Jesus, your coming was foretold by the prophet Isaiah 
who cried with joy for God clothes us in the garments of 
salvation. As a joyful, hope-filled Servant Community may our 
hearts be filled with gratitude for the many gifts God has 
given us.  
 

Reader: Lord Jesus, you come among us now as the light of the 
world. St Paul urges us to be happy at all times and to pray 
constantly. May the joy of the Lord be in our hearts as we 
journey together, listening to what the Spirit is saying to the 
Church of Australia.  
All: Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

Reader: Lord Jesus, you sent John the Baptist to be a witness 
for the light. Like John the Baptist may we be witnesses to the 
power of Jesus open to Conversion and Renewal in the Church 
of Australia. 
All: Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

Priest: O God, who see how your people 
Faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s nativity, 
enable us, we pray, 
to attain the joys of so great a salvation 
and to celebrate them always 
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your son, 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. 
All: Amen.  

The Advent Wreath 

Changes for the month of January. 
From Sunday 3 January 2021 (inclusive)  
there will be NO 10:30am Sunday Mass. 

 

From Wednesday 6 January 2021 (inclusive) there 
will be NO 6:00pm Wednesday Mass. 

Changes to January Masses! 

 Advent Reconciliation:  
In addition to our Advent by Candlelight and Saturday 
Reconciliation we are also offering Reconciliation from  

 20 Dec (Monday) - 24 Dec (Thursday)  
30 minutes before & after Morning Mass  

Please see the priest before or after the Mass.  



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Blessed are you, Father, who in your infinite love sent us your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may have life, and have it in abundance.  

 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our Eucharistic communities.  
May they be places, of encounter  with the living Christ, centres of evangelisation and 

outreach to our community in love and mercy.  
 

Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant 
witnesses to the people of Sydney.  

 

Our Lady, Help of Christians, Pray for us! 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangelisation. Pray for us! 
 

St Mary of the Cross Mackillop. Pray for us! 
 

St Mark. Pray for us! 

The occasion of the launch will be marked at the 10:30am Solemn Mass on Sunday 
13 December at St Mary’s Cathedral,  the third Sunday of Advent, which will be 

celebrated by Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP. you are warmly invited to Mass with 
attendance at the Mass limited due to COVID-19 restrictions.  

Register online here:   https://sydneycatholic.eventsair.com/smcmass/gmdmass/
Site/Register and a link to the livestreamed Mass will be on our   

St Mark’s Parish website home page. 

This Saturday, 12 December 2020 on the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New 
Evangelisation, Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will launch online a new Mission Plan for the 

Archdiocese of Sydney, Go Make Disciples, focused on supporting the renewal of our parishes and other 
Eucharistic communities for years to come. 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP writes, “our Mission Plan Go Make Disciples, invites 
and supports the renewal of our parishes and other Eucharistic communities here in 
Sydney. The cover of our Mission Plan, is adorned with the painting, “The Miraculous 
Draft of Fishes” by Italian artist Raphael. It is worth taking a moment to ponder this 
image which encapsulates what is at the heart of Go Make Disciples. The moment in 
which the fisherman Simon Peter, having encountered Jesus’ life-giving abundance, is 
then called by the Lord to become a disciple and to take part in His mission as a “fisher 
of men”. 
 

This dynamic encounter with Jesus and the invitation that He extends to us to become a 
disciple on mission takes place throughout our Christian lives. Like the apostle Peter, 
our journey and the journey of each person in our community and those who are yet to 
join us can begin by pushing out our boat “a little way” from the shore, before being 
called to trust Jesus anew by putting out “ into the deep” (Luke 5:3-4).  
  

The Archdiocesan Mission Plan, Go Make Disciples, has been prepared  to support this 
deepening discipleship and widening outreach in our parishes and other Eucharistic 
communities.  
      The five foundations of this renewal are:  
          Evangelisation  
             Leadership  
            Community  
             Formation  
                   Worship 
  
I am confident our Church will continue to flourish in this new chapter of 
evangelisation marked by joy, and living the commission of Christ to ‘Go Make 
Disciples’ with the joy of the gospel.” excerpt from Most Rev Anthony Fisher Letter to priests  
                      9 December 2020          

https://sydneycatholic.eventsair.com/smcmass/gmdmass/Site/Register
https://sydneycatholic.eventsair.com/smcmass/gmdmass/Site/Register


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  

 

Advent by Candlelight:   
Use Advent wisely. That means spiritual preparation. If you cannot attend Sunday Masses, join us on  
Wednesday for Mass at 6pm then Advent by candlelight, to reflect and help you wait in joyful hope.  

Make friends with key figures of the season: John the Baptist; Our Lady; Saint Joseph; Our Lady of Guadalupe; 
Find out more details in our Parish Advent Bulletin and Blue Books.  

CHRISTMAS EVE: 24 DECEMBER  
5.30pm Family Mass  
7.30pm Family Mass  
9.00pm Night Mass  

12.00am Midnight Mass   

CHRISTMAS DAY: 25 DECEMBER  
7.00am Dawn Mass  

9.00am Christmas Day Mass  
10.30am Christmas Day Mass  

ALL WELCOME   

CHRISTMAS FAMILY MASSES   
At our family Masses the children can come 

dressed as a nativity character; Mary, Joseph, Baby 
Jesus, Shepherds, Angels, Donkeys, Camels, Sheep, 
wise men (Magi), Herod, the innkeeper or a Star.   

Children are invited to dress up and join the 
entrance procession at each Family Mass.  

26 DECEMBER  
12 noon Saturday Mass  
THE HOLY FAMILY MASS 

5.30pm Vigil Mass  
27 DECEMBER  
9.00am Mass  

10.30am Mass 
  6.00pm Mass 

NEW YEAR’S EVE  MASS  
31 DECEMBER   

6.00pm Evening Mass   
NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS 

MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD   
1 JANUARY   

9.30am Morning Mass   

ADVENT SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  
(Reconciliation | Confession)  
WEDNESDAY: 6.30pm - 7.00pm  
SATURDAY: 11.00am - 11.55am  

     or by appointment.    

 



Come Home to Mass! 
Human Beings are made for community and communion.  

The experience of remoteness only serves to underline our need 
for community and communion. It whets our appetite for the 

satisfying Bread and priceless Wine.  
The answer to our biggest question, the meaning of life,  

is: Jesus  Christ. He is the God-who-comes-close and the only 
thing to fill our inner void.  

                                            Come  
 
                         Home 

The poignancy of these two words, separated by a line, is 
undeniable. It could be addressed to anyone, Is it a directive? A 
plea? A hope? It seems to me that this song voices God’s call to 

Come Home to Mass.  
 

In light of the significant easing of the restrictions upon church 
attendance, I rescind my decree of 20 March 2020 dispensing 

the faithful of Sydney from the obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays and the Holy Days of Christmas and the Assumption.  

 

Under canon 1247 attendance at Mass on those days is now 
obligatory once again. Of course, we want people to come to 
Mass out of love more than obedience, but love itself brings 

responsibilities. Those who are of great age, have health 
conditions or are otherwise anxious about the risks of  

COVID-19 are free to remain at home and find another way of 
keeping holy the Sunday Sabbath. 

excerpt from Most Rev Anthony Fisher Eighth Pastoral Letter to parishioners 13 December 

2020  - the full letter is available on the Church noticeboard.  

      Christmas is coming! 
Please plan to include Mass in your Christmas celebrations. 

Register to attend Mass.  
 

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend Mass 
on  

- St Mark’s Website -  

Register with trybooking 
before 4pm M - F  
REGISTRATION IS  

ESSENTIAL   

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am & 
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
St Mark’s Limit is 120 
(seating is in the nave,  

back foyer and sanctuary).  

   Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

Keep them in  Your Prayers 

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community: Christopher Pinto,  
Rocco Zoccali, Joseph Abbonizio, Patricia Ryan,  
Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra, Lina Giannandrea,  
Rita Arcidiacono and Brian McCarthy & all St. Mark’s Parish 
community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:  
Karl Soumar, Cynthia Gregory, Rosa Ilacqua.     
 

Recently Deceased: Patrick Griffith, Giuseppe Grieco,   
and Con Harsis. We pray for those who have died and offer 
our prayers to their families.   May they rest in peace.  

Dear Parishioners, 
The Advent season is upon us, and the year 2020 has been 
extraordinary. We are however, blessed with a Parish 
community that has adapted in many ways and reached 
out to those in need - one of the principal callings of our 
Mission. 
 

The Parish Pastoral Council, together with Fr. Michael,  
Fr. John, Vicki (Parish secretary) and Jacqui (President of Rozelle 

Vinnies) used this unique opportunity to harness our 
collective passion, brain power, life experiences and faith 
in shaping how our cherished St. Marks’ Parish 
community will look like in 2025.  
 

Specifically, we asked ourselves;  
  “What will our St Mark’s Parish look like in 2025, 
   and how do we contribute and serve     
     to become the parish community we all  
     want to be part of? 
 

We conducted a number of workshops and developed 7 
opportunities for renewal.   
We landed on 3 priorities for 2021: 
1: Reinvigorate in our church liturgy mass:  
We meet, We share, We care 
2: Galvanise the Youth: We are the future 
3: Revitalise the Ministries: Revive, Survive, Thrive 
 

We are super excited to progress the priorities with you in  
the New Year, becoming the parish community that we all 
want to be part of. And truly living out our Mission as a 
vibrant and caring community, journeying together and 
growing in faith. 
 

We will be in touch!  From the Parish Pastoral Council, we 
wish all of you and your families a wonderful and brilliant 
Christmas! 
 

Warm wishes, 
Celine Chair of PPC 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

 *  A vision for the future: Archdiocese launches its new plan for evangelisation   
   *  The peace of the confessional   

* Victorian Law ’s collateral damage: Children   
* ACU Farewells its remarkable VC   

Gospel Reflection 
This week’s gospel should sound very familiar. It is the gospel of John version of the passage used in last week’s liturgy, 
which came from the gospel of Mark. Again it recalls the ministry of John the Baptist but it is given the particular slant of 
the gospel of John. Aside from the greater focus on the conversational interaction, it presents John as a ‘witness’. This is 
perhaps more typical of the John gospel emphasis on personal encounter with Jesus. Rather than acting as something of 
a herald, as in last week’s account, here John the Baptist is witnessing ‘to speak for the light’. He makes a very clear  
distinction between himself and the Christ, his mission is simply to point towards the light; the Christ. 

Our common understanding of the word ‘witness’ tends to be related to legal situations: providing a witness statement or 
acting as a witness to a fact in court. The use of witness in this gospel carries a different connotation: to provide witness 
through action and lifestyle that draws others to wonder about and perhaps come to accept the motivating belief. It is this 
understanding of witness that all Christians are called to provide. We are called to witness to our beliefs in the way that we 
live our lives, engage with others and hold to certain truths. Of course, there are some Christians who believe that their 
witness needs to be more obvious and more clearly stated. They feel that providing witness, or testimony, to their faith 
through spoken proclamation has a greater potential to change lives. Whether we choose to witness through our words or 
through our actions it is essential that both words and actions have integrity; that there is no clash between what we  
proclaim and the way we live. 

Have you thought? A time to Rejoice! 
This Sunday, the third Sunday of Advent is traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is the Latin word for Rejoice! 
Advent was originally celebrated as a five week season and with the same fasting and penitential nature as the season of 
Lent. The third Sunday, Gaudete, was like a break for rejoicing in the midst of the fasting. When Advent was reduced to 
four weeks and the nature of the season altered, Gaudete Sunday was retained. The colour of this Sunday is rose – a  
celebratory colour – and it is reflected in the vestments worn by the priest and in the colour of the third candle used in  
Advent wreaths. 

Living the Gospel – A Witness? Me? 
It came as something of a surprise to me to think that other people might observe the way I treated others and draw  
conclusions about my motivation. It was when I started to work with young people that the truth of this was revealed.  
I realised that my actions could speak so much louder than anything I might say. I hoped that the young people I was 
working with might stop some time and think to themselves, ‘I wonder why he treats us all that way? I wonder how it fits 
with that religion stuff he talks about?’ Well, I can hope can’t I? 
 

Gospel Focus – Same but different 
Having the same gospel passage from two different gospels used in the liturgy in consecutive weeks is an ideal  
opportunity to highlight the different focus adopted by the different gospels. The language of John’s gospel is remarkably 
different from that of the three synoptic gospels (synoptic = ‘seen together’). The synoptics share a fairly common  
narrative style, while John relies much more on metaphor and imagery – it is a more poetic language. In the gospel  
account of John the Baptist we see in John gospel’s greater emphasis on the conversation around what was occurring, 
while the Markan version emphasises recording the event.                  © Greg Sunter 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 
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