
 

Fr Michael, Fr Denis & Fr John, wish to congratulate 
all our young parishioners on receiving their  

First Holy Communion. 

          Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ   
 Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

The scriptures this weekend describe a proactive care and concern for other people. Those in need are in the 
presence of God amongst us and how we treat them determines our eternal salvation. This is very sobering and a call 
for us to review our priorities in life. Where is the suffering Christ in my life? How do I respond to those in need?  
When did I last recognise Christ in those who are suffering? There is so much need where do I start? 

 

These questions can be overpowering and paralysing for us and so we avoid or dismiss all this stuff because it 
is too hard. It is essential to be proactive in our Christian life and so we need to consider carefully and thoughtfully 
how to respond. Each day when we come before God in prayer it is important to consider the priorities of our lives. 
How have I served my family? How have I responded to others in my life? Have I made an effort to reach out to those in 
need within my family, at work, in my neighbourhood, through volunteering, how do I budget for charity and what 
are the Christian  priorities in my life? These thoughts will make our prayer very real, others centred and on the 
priorities that are God’s, not ours. 

 

We have many opportunities to serve within our parish community and many parishioners serve beyond the 
parish in Christian service. I would encourage parishioners to pray and to consider where God is calling them to serve. 
The Archdiocese will launch our new mission appeal “Go Make Disciples” on the 12th December 2020 and with the 
assistance of the Parish Pastoral Council we will continue planning and progressing our own parish response and 
localise our own initiatives. This will only be embodied if we all continue to take up the challenge of discipleship 
within our own community in real ways.   

 

The experience of COVID - 19 has forced us to new ways of relating and celebrating in our parish community, 
our working lives, our extended family relationships, our worship and our relationship with each other. We need to 
bring some of this thinking and experience into our mission and ministry and so adapt the preaching of the Gospel 
and the living of our lives of mission. I look forward to the challenges ahead and to our continued journey as a 
Christian community.  

Our Church marks the Feast of Christ the King this Sunday, also called the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe, on the last Sunday of the Liturgical Year, a week before we enter Advent. This 

Feast was established by Pope Pius XI in 1925 with his encyclical Quas primas,  to respond to a world that was 
rejecting Christ and was being dominated by secularism.  

 

To help mark this special feast, you will find family prayer resources and a message from the Archbishop on 
our Parish website. www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon           Rv 5:12; 1:6 

How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive 
power and divinity, and wisdom and strength and 
honour. To him belong glory and power for ever and 
ever. 

1.   O God give to the king your judgement and your  
justice to the kings son.                      
 

2.   He shall govern your people with justice and your 
afflicted one with judgement.                    
 

3.   And all kings of the earth shall adore him, all nations 
shall serve him.              
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading         Ez 34:11-12. 15-17 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel   
You, my flock, I judge between sheep and sheep. 

The Lord says this: I am going to look after my flock  
myself and keep all of it in view. As a shepherd keeps all 
his flock in view when he stands up in the middle of his 
scattered sheep, so shall I keep my sheep in view.  
I shall rescue them from wherever they have been  
scattered during the mist and darkness. I myself will  
pasture my sheep, I myself will show them where to rest 
– it is the Lord who speaks. I shall look for the lost one, 
bring back the stray, bandage the wounded and make 
the weak strong. I shall watch over the fat and healthy.  
I shall be a true shepherd to them. 
As for you, my sheep, the Lord says this: I will judge  
between sheep and sheep, between rams and he-goats. 

Responsorial Psalm                   Ps 22:1-3. 5-6. R. v.1

(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want.       
 

1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me 
repose.  (R.) 
 

2. Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my  
drooping spirit. He guides me along the right path; he is 
true to his name. (R.) 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my 
foes. My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is 
overflowing. (R.) 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  all the 
days of my life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for 
ever and ever.  (R.)  

 

Second Reading            1 Cor 15:20-26. 28 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians    
He will hand over the kingdom to God the Father, so that God may be all in all. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of 
all who have fallen asleep. Death came through one 
man and in the same way the resurrection of the dead 
has come through one man. Just as all men die in  
Adam, so all men will be brought to life in Christ; but all 
of them in their proper order: Christ as the first-fruits 
and then, after the coming of Christ, those who belong 
to him. After that will come the end, when he hands 
over the kingdom to God the Father, having done away 
with every sovereignty, authority and power. For he 
must be king until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet and the last of the enemies to be destroyed is 
death. And when everything is subjected to him, then 
the Son himself will be subject in his turn to the One 
who subjected all things to him, so that God may be all 
in all. 

Gospel                   Mt 25:31-46 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
He will take his seat on his throne of glory, & he will separate men one from another. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of Man comes 
in his glory, escorted by all the angels, then he will take his 
seat on his throne of glory. All the nations will be  
assembled before him and he will separate men one from 
another as the shepherd separates sheep from goats. He 
will place the sheep on his right hand and the goats on his 
left. Then the King will say to those on his right hand, 
“Come, you whom my Father has blessed, take for your 
heritage the kingdom prepared for you since the  
foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me 
food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a stranger 
and you made me welcome; naked and you clothed me, 
sick and you visited me, in prison and you came to see 
me.” Then the virtuous will say to him in reply, “Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you; or thirsty and give 
you drink? When did we see you a stranger and make you  
welcome; naked and clothe you; sick or in prison and go to 
see you?” And the King will answer, “I tell you solemnly, in 
so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers 
of mine, you did it to me.” Next he will say to those on his 
left hand, “Go away from me, with your curse upon you, to 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  
For I was hungry and you never gave me food; I was 
thirsty and you never gave me anything to drink; I was a 
stranger and you never made me welcome, naked and you 
never clothed me, sick and in prison and you never visited 
me.” Then it will be their turn to ask, “Lord, when did we 
see you hungry or thirsty, a stranger or naked, sick or in 
prison, and did not come to your help?” Then he will  
answer, “I tell you solemnly, in so far as you neglected to 
do this to one of the least of these, you neglected to do it 
to me.” And they will go away to eternal punishment, and 
the virtuous to eternal life.’ 

Gospel Acclamation                Mk 11:9-10 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David!
Alleluia! 



  

 

Offertory Antiphon             Ps 2:6  
Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for an  
inheritance and the ends of the earth for your  
possessions.                   
1. I am appointed king by him over Sion on his holy 
mountain preaching his commandment.     

2. When his wrath shall be kindled in a short time 
blessed are all those who trust in him.                

3. Make a joyful noise before the Lord our king. He shall 
judge the world with justice and the people with fairness.                           

Communion Antiphon           Ps 28:10-11 

The Lord sits as King for ever. The Lord will bless 
his people with peace. 
 

1.  Bring to the Lord glory and honour bring to the Lord 
glory due his name adore the Lord in his holy court.          
 

2.  O magnify the Lord with me and let us extol his name 
together. I sought the Lord and he heard me and he  
delivered me from all my troubles.              
 

3.  O taste and see how gracious the Lord is blessed the 
man who hopes in him.    

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into 
hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come 
 to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Trusting in God to provide for all our needs, let us 
turn to him in prayer.                   
     
 

Reader: We pray for bishops and priests, may they shepherd 
God’s flock with wisdom and compassion, always aligning 
themselves with the poor and vulnerable.  (pause).  
Lord hear us  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
 

Reader: We pray for law enforcement officers throughout the 
world, as they protect and care for the people they serve, 
may their own lives be protected.  (pause).  
Lord hear us  
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
 
  

Reader: We pray for those who lack food, water, shelter, and 
clothing, may those who have an abundance willingly share 
with those who have nothing. (pause)  
Lord hear us  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader: We pray for the Plenary Council, Lord help us to 
reach out beyond ourselves to engage the voices of others: 
young people, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, 
the poor, the unemployed and those who are disillusioned or 
have been hurt by the Church. (pause)  
Lord hear us  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader: We pray for the children of our Parish community 
coming to receive the Body and Blood of Christ this weekend 
may grow closer to God. May they be nourished by this  
Sacrament today and all the days of their lives. (pause)  
Lord hear us  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   

Reader: We pray for those receiving the Pope Francis Award 
may they continue to serve the community especially those 
in need. (pause)  
Lord hear us  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.     
 
 

Reader: We pray for those who have gone before us will be 
with Christ for eternity, including those who named in our 
parish remembrance book. (pause)  
Lord hear us  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
 
 

Leader: God of creation, you have called us to serve you by 
loving our neighbour as our self. Hear our prayers that with 
acts of sacrifice and self-giving, we might place others’ 
needs before our own. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen.    

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

THE POPE FRANCIS FAITH AWARD  
Our 9.00am Mass this weekend celebrates  

St Mark’s Primary Year 6 students  
in their faith formation and community service. 

  
 

Anastasia S Jorjie J  Sienna L  

Allegra G  James T  Zoe R 

Lorena I   Samuel N  

Shay D  Sarah D 

 

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Tyler P Rhyanne A Beatrix B 

L Carvallo Anya C Charlotte Yee 

Antonio B Oscar H Ava J 

Zachary S Zaquin V Harry W 

   

The Holy Eucharist  
Hail our Saviour’s glorious Body, 
Which his Virgin Mother bore;  

Hail the Blood which, shed for sinners, 
Did a broken world restore;  

Hail the sacrament most holy,  
Flesh and Blood of Christ adore! 

 

Come, adore this wondrous presence;  
Bow to Christ, the source of grace! 
Here is kept the ancient promise 
Of God’s earthly dwelling-place! 
Sight is blind before God’s glory, 

Faith alone may see his face! 

With restrictions on church attendance at Masses, using the four square metre rule,  
St Mark’s Parish Church allowance is 80 people. To ensure we are COVID Safe please do the 

following. 
 

* Please register for Mass attendance  
* Face masks are recommended when attending Mass.  
* All attendees at Mass are asked to minimise the time they gather together, so following  
Mass it is requested you leave the Church grounds and not congregate. 
* Please maintain social distancing when around others 
* No photography due the Liturgy of the Mass, there will be an opportunity for photos at 
the conclusion of Mass with the presentation of certificates.  
* Take home your Parish Bulletin and do not leave any items in the Pews.  
 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. 
                            Thank you  

SACRAMENT OF THE EUCHARIST - IN BRIEF:  
1406 Jesus said: "I am the living bread 
that came down from heaven; if any 
one eats of this bread, he will live for 
ever; . . . he who eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood has eternal life 
and . . . abides in me, and I in him"  
(Jn 6:51, 54, 56). 
1407 The Eucharist is the heart and 
the summit of the Church's life, for in 
it Christ associates his Church and all 
her members with his sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving offered once 
for all on the cross to his Father; by 
this sacrifice he pours out the graces of salvation on his Body which is the Church. 
1408 The Eucharistic celebration always includes: the proclamation of the Word of God; thanksgiving 
to God the Father for all his benefits, above all the gift of his Son; the consecration of bread and wine; 
and participation in the liturgical banquet by receiving the Lord's body and blood. These elements 
constitute one single act of worship. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/


 
 
 
 
 

                   

St Canice Hamper Gifts & Packing 

While we have not been able to cook for our guests at  
 St Canice this year, St Mark's Parish has been asked if we could 

provide hampers for the less fortunate this festive season.  

Donations such as  
Boxes of chocolates,  

socks and underwear (clearly marked M or F),  
  small drink bottles & reusable water bottles, are appreciated.  

 Additional gift cards are welcome, as would foods such as 
noodle cups muesli bars, and other shelf-stable, filling items. 

      

Enrolling now! 
At the beginning of 2021,  

our building project will be completed 
and children will be learning in new 
contemporary learning spaces. With 

the impact of COVID, finances may be 
stretched but no Catholic child will be 

denied a Catholic education due to 
financial hardship. If you wish to enrol 
your child for 2021 in Kindergarten or 

in other classes, please contact the 
school on 91813042 or call in at the 
school office to collect an enrolment 

form.  

St Mark's Primary School 
Building Project 

The builders are all on track to have the 
building completed by the end of the year.  

In January, the demountables will be 
removed from the playground so there will 

be more room to park. 
In 2021, we will begin the year with new 

contemporary learning spaces and one 
Sunday we will open up the school for you to 

come and visit.  
This of course will depend on COVID 

restrictions.  
Rachel Bourke (Principal) 

Drummoyne Catholic Women’s League, ladies will hold 
their last meeting for 2020 on  

Friday 27 November in the Parish Centre from 11am.  
All Welcome   

If you are looking to become a member of CWL Drummoyne 
in 2021 and to find out more on their mission and projects 

contact the parish office.   

Donations can be left at the  
Parish Centre.  

We also need volunteers….. 
To pack hampers:  

Saturday 28 November from  2pm - 4pm  
upstairs in the Parish Centre 

To deliver hampers:  
Sunday 29 November after 9am Mass   

deliveries from the Parish Centre to Potts Point  
If you can help email your name and mobile to 

stcaniceskitchen@gmail.com  

There was once a fellow who, given a choice, 
invariably made the wrong decision.  
 

One day, it was noticed that he had inherited a million 
dollars. He was given the choice of getting his 
inheritance in either Peru or Brazil.  

He chose Brazil. Had he chosen Peru, he’d have inherited land on 
which a huge load of platinum had just been discovered.  
 

In Brazil, he was given the choice of coffee or nuts. He chose nuts, 
and the bottom fell out of the nut market. The coffee market 
boomed. He had just enough money left for a ticket back home.  
 

He could afford only two airlines, so he chose one. The one he didn’t 
choose was a well-funded new company with a modern aircraft and 
good support system. The airline that he chose taxied up: a beat up 
old DC-3 with a grouchy stewardess who spoke no English.  
 

Over the sea an engine fell off. He was given the choice of two 
parachutes, only one of which worked. Of course, you know which 
one he chose. As he was falling he cried out, “St. Francis, save me!” 
 

A hand reached down from heaven, and as he hung there between 
heaven and earth, a voice asked him a question:  
“St Francis Xavier or St Francis of Assisi?”  
© Extracted from Catholic Women’s League Archdiocese of Sydney Inform newsletter 

https://www.stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au/enrolment


Keep them in  Your Prayers 

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend 
Mass on  

- St Mark’s Website -  

Register with trybooking 
before 4pm M - F  

Registrations essential    

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 7.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am &  
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
St Mark’s limit is 80 at Mass. 
(seating is in the nave, gallery,  

back foyer and sanctuary).  

   Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community: Patrick Griffith,  
Rocco Zoccali, Joseph Abbonizio, Patricia Ryan,  
Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra, Lina Giannandrea,  
Rita Arcidiacono and Brian McCarthy & all St. Mark’s Parish 
community members unwell at this time. 
 

Recently Deceased Lucila Garcia de Rincon and all our 
Anniversaries we are remembering this November the month 
of the Holy Souls. During November the Church invites us 
into prayer for the souls in purgatory. The Church on earth 
prays for the souls in purgatory that they may be purified and 
welcomed into Heaven. Our prayer, and especially our 
greatest prayer - the Mass - aids the souls on their journey to 
Heaven. Throughout November we celebrate the memory of 
our deceased family, friends, parishioners, neighbours, 
locally, nationally and globally. May they rest in peace.  

November Mass Offerings: 
The month of November is dedicated to 
remember the Holy Souls of those who 

have died.  
To include your remembrance in all 

Masses during the month of November 
and to be included in the 

St Mark’s Remembrance book, envelopes 
are available in the Church.  

HOW TO DONATE ONLINE? 
If you would like to participate in our Planned Giving or just 

donate to our Church and would like something easy and fast!
Scan the QR code below with your smartphone camera. 

Alternatively, visit our Parish website and click on the button” 
Support us” make a Donation.  

1st Collection Supports 
Money collected from the FIRST COLLECTION supports the 

priests of the Parish and Archdiocese with a stipend, place to 
live and their household expenses.   

 

2nd Collection Supports 
Money collected from the SECOND COLLECTION supports the 

upkeep of the Parish. Providing for the costs of the 
administration of the parish, for support of ministries 

exercised for the parish and for the maintenance of the parish 
buildings, including the costs of electricity and insurance.   

 
St Mark’s 2020  

First Reconciliation  
Expression of Interest application 

forms are available. Children 
preparing for their Sacrament in 

2020 for celebration in 2021. 
Applications are to be returned 

on Friday 27 November.  
  Thank you. 

We welcome into our faith community this  
Weekend through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s: 
 

Mabel Amelia Chase &  
Leon Gerardo Martino  

 

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

 

Prepare for Advent  
Next Sunday - First Sunday of 
Advent in the Liturgical Year B. 
 
Available for you are:  
  

* Advent Bulletin with preparation suggestions.  
* Advent & Christmastide Program & Reconciliation timetable.  
* Little Blue Book with daily reflections from the Gospels until   
      the12 January 2021.  
(a donation is appreciated - 2nd collection or tap and pray)  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER 

 *  Catholics honoured with Dempsey Medal -  read about us!   
   *  News - Opinion -  Features -  Faith -  Parenting -  Multimedia -  

Plenary 2020 and more  
* Lift-out this week Sports Stars!  

Gospel Reflection 
This week’s gospel is the final passage in Matthew’s gospel before the passion narrative – the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. As such, it provides a powerful end point to the teaching ministry section of the gospel. In many ways this passage 
can be seen as a summary of Jesus’ vision for the Kingdom – a world in which the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the 
naked and the imprisoned are treated with respect and dignity as a child of God. This is exactly what Jesus himself did 
throughout his ministry and it is what all Christian people are called to do. 

Like the virtuous people of the passage, there are many times when we do not know the good work that we do. There are 
many times when our positive interaction with another person can be the difference between hope and despair for that 
person – and we may never know the difference we have made in their life. The challenge presented by Jesus is that 
whenever we see a person in need our response to them should be as if we were responding to Jesus himself.  

But what of the times we fail to respond to the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked and the imprisoned? Who are 
they for us? … That irritating person who we’ve never been able to get along with? … That person who’s just arrived in the 
country and can’t speak the language properly? … That kid who always looks dirty and nobody talks to? … That girl who’s 
no good at relating to other people and everyone avoids her? … The homeless man in the street who asks for money? … 
The asylum seeker fleeing their country who didn’t go through all the right channels to immigrate? … Lord, when did we 
see you, and not come to your help? 

Scriptural context – Matthew 25 
This week’s gospel passage comes as the third in a sequence of passages that make up Matthew Chapter 25. The  
chapter addresses the gospel’s intended audience who were caught in a time of uncertainty. Many had expected the 
promised return of the Lord within their lifetime and had seen the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple by 
the Romans in 70 CE as a sign that the end of days was approaching. The three gospel passages speak of continuing to 
prepare for the coming of the Kingdom and the need to act in a way that works to bring about the reign of God in the 
world. 

Have you thought? – Christ the King 
This week’s liturgy marks the end of the liturgical cycle. Next week begins the new year with the season of Advent. The 
liturgy is celebrated as the Feast of Christ the King – reminding us of a very imperial model of church and theology that 
reflected the structure of the Roman Empire and later, Feudal Europe. To have this reading on the feast of Christ the King 
is a powerful reminder of how Jesus envisaged the Kingdom of God. For Jesus, the Kingdom was not a rule of power and 
status but a rule of justice and peace for even the lowliest. It is an apt conclusion to the liturgical year. 
 

Gospel Focus – The Final Judgment 
Often referred to as ‘The Final Judgment’, this gospel presents an understanding of judgment and punishment that reflects 
the theology and culture of the first century. It is an image that has continued to dominate Christian art and theology for 
most of its history: the idea of God sitting in judgment on the final day and weighing up each individual’s actions. It is often 
applied very literally and it is a dominant image of God represented in the media – TV sit-coms and movies often draw on 
the image. It is a literalist image of God that needs to be challenged. We must remember that the focus of the gospel  
passage is on the call to action for justice.                   © Greg Sunter 

Blessed are you, Father, who in your infinite love sent us your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may have life, and have it in abundance.  

 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our Eucharistic communities.  
May they be places, of encounter  with the living Christ, centres of evangelisation and 

outreach to our community in love and mercy.  
 

Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant 
witnesses to the people of Sydney.  

 

Our Lady, Help of Christians, Pray for us! 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangelisation. Pray for us! 
 

St Mary of the Cross Mackillop. Pray for us! 
 

St Mark. Pray for us! 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 
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