
 

 Yours in Christ, Fr John Pham  

Pope Francis has declared Sunday 15 November 2020 to be the fourth World Day of the Poor.  

In his message for this World Day of the Poor, Pope Francis draws on the Old Testament Book of 

Sirach, which calls us to ‘stretch forth your hand to the poor’ (Sir 7:32) 

We are reminded that ‘prayer to God and solidarity with the poor and suffering are inseparable.’ 

Fr Michael, Fr Denis & Fr John, wish to congratulate 
all our young parishioners on receiving their  

First Holy Communion. 

End of financial year is often the time when most companies and businesses begin the process of reviewing 
their financial statements or profit and loss statements. This is to assist them with understanding their failure and 
achievements for the year as well as planning for the following year. As we enter the thirty-third Sunday this 
weekend, we are coming close to the end of the liturgical year. Thus, it is also time for us to reflect on our life as well 
as our spiritual life to see how we went during the year.  

 

In this week’s readings, God invites each one of us to reflect on all the gifts, graces and blessings that have 
been entrusted to us: family and friends, work and education, home and wealth, health and talents, all the 
conveniences of life, as well as our own life both soul and body.  
 

Since these are entrusted to us, we are not fully entitled to use them totally according to our will and desire. 
There will be a time when God will summon us and ask us whether we are His faithful servants, who have managed 
well these gifts well produced great profit for him, or if we are the wicked and lazy servants who have hid the talent 
in the ground and did not make any profit. However, the question that we may ask here is: how can we manage these 
gifts and produce profit for the Lord?  
 

The answer for this can be quite complicated but we can always start with simple things first. For example, 
with the body, we must look after our body well by eating healthy, doing exercise, and avoiding doing harm to it. 
With our talents and wealth, we need to use them for the common good, the good of others, and for the glory of 
God. With the soul, we must fight firmly, not letting it become weaker and weaker due to sin and lack of prayers. We 
need to keep our soul healthy and strong through prayer, the Word of God, and sacraments, especially the 
Sacraments of Penance and the Eucharist. 

 

Let us therefore ask God to give us strength and courage so that we can carry out the mission that God has 
entrusted to us and produce great fruit and profit for him. After all, at the end of our time here on earth, what we all 
want to hear from God is “Well done my good and faithful servant…come and join in your master’s happiness”. (Mt 25:23) 

 Acknowledgement of Country:  The St Mark’s Catholic Parish acknowledge and pay respect to the 

Wangal clan, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of this land.  We 

acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. St Mark’s 

pays respect to elders past and present, and extend this respect to all Aboriginal people living in or 

visiting our Parish community.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon           Jer 29:11,12,14 

The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of 
affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer 
you, and I will lead back your captives from every 
place. 

1.   You have blessed O Lord your land, you have turned 
away the captivity of Jacob.                     
 

2.   You have forgiven the iniquity of your people, you 
have covered all their sins.                   
 

3.   Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
that glory may dwell in our land.              
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading       Prv 31:10-13. 19-20. 30-31 

A reading from the book of Proverbs  
Give her a share in what she has worked for. 

A perfect wife – who can find her? She is far beyond the 
price of pearls. Her husband’s heart has confidence in 
her, from her he will derive no little profit. 
Advantage and not hurt she brings him all the days of 
her life. She is always busy with wool and with flax, 
she does her work with eager hands. She sets her 
hands to the distaff, her fingers grasp the spindle.  
She holds out her hand to the poor, she opens her arms 
to the needy. Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty; 
the woman who is wise is the one to praise. 
Give her a share in what her hands have worked for, 
and let her works tell her praises at the city gates. 

Responsorial Psalm                 Ps 127:1-5. R. v.1 

(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord.      
 

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his 
ways! By the labour of your hands you shall eat. You will 
be happy and prosper.  (R.) 
 

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, around your table.  
(R.) 

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears the 
Lord. May the Lord bless you from Zion in a happy  
Jerusalem all the days of your life. (R.) 

 

 

Second Reading                 1 Thes 5:1-6 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians   
The day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night. 

You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, 
brothers, about ‘times and seasons’, since you know 
very well that the Day of the Lord is going to come like a 
thief in the night. It is when people are saying, ‘How  
quiet and peaceful it is’ that the worst suddenly  
happens, as suddenly as labour pains come on a  
pregnant woman; and there will be no way for anybody 
to evade it. 

But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for 
that Day to overtake you like a thief. No, you are all 
sons of light and sons of the day: we do not belong to 
the night or to darkness, so we should not go on  
sleeping, as everyone else does, but stay wide awake 
and sober. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel                 Mt 25:14-15. 19-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Because you have been faithful over a few things, enter into the joy of the Lord. 

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like a man on his way abroad who summoned 
his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in 
proportion to his ability. Then he set out. Now a long time 
after, the master of those servants came back and went 
through his accounts with them. The man who had  
received the five talents came forward bringing five more. 
“Sir”, he said “you entrusted me with five talents; here are 
five more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can 
be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come 
and join in your master’s happiness.” 

Gospel Acclamation              Jn 15:4. 5 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Live in me and let me live in you, says the 
Lord; my branches bear much fruit.  
Alleluia! 

Solemnity of Christ the King: 22 November 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will be launching a video 
message to mark this special occasion, which will be 
available on the Parish website next week.  
 

As the level of community transmission of COVID-19 
declines, Catholics are called to return to Mass, if they are 
well enough, rather than continuing to rely upon 
livestreamed Masses where we miss out on receiving the 
Blessed Sacrament, the source and summit of our 
faith.  As we prepare to welcome the birth of Our Lord, 
Advent is a wonderful time for Catholics to return to Mass 
who may not have done so over recent months due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 



  

 

Offertory Antiphon           Ps 129:1-2  
Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; Lord 
hear my voice.                  
1. Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my  
supplication.    

2. For with you there is merciful forgiveness and by  
reason of your law I have waited for you O Lord.               

3. Because with the Lord there is mercy and with him 
plentiful redemption.                           

Communion Antiphon            Ps 72:28 

To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope 
in God the Lord. 
or                   Mk 11:23-24 

Amen, I say to you: Whatever you ask in prayer, 
believe that you will receive, and it shall be given to 
you, says the Lord. 
 

1.  As for me I was always in your presence you were 
holding me by my right hand.         
 

2.  By your counsel you will guide me and then you will 
lead me to glory.             
 

3.  Apart from you I want nothing on earth. God is the 
strength of my heart; God is my portion forever.  

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into 
hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come 
 to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: With confidence in God’s goodness, let us turn to 
the Lord in prayer.                  
     
 

Reader: We pray for God’s holy Church, may it recognise 
and welcome the talents of all the faithful in building up the 
Body of Christ. (pause).  
We ask: 
All: Receive our prayer, O Lord.  
 
 

Reader: We pray for leaders of nations, may they show a 
preferential option for the poor in implementing just  
economic systems. (pause).  
We ask: 
All:  Receive our prayer, O Lord.  
 
 
  

Reader: We pray for children around the world, that  
Universal Children’s Day this year will help secure their 
rights to shelter, food, education and safety. (pause)  
We ask: 
All: Receive our prayer, O Lord.  

Reader: We pray for the Plenary Council: As we come  
together as a parish community to pray, give us more  
profound faith, greater courage, deeper spirituality and the 
ability to discern. (pause)  
We ask: 
All: Receive our prayer, O Lord.  

Reader: We pray for each child receiving First Holy  
Communion today; that they may grow more in love for God 
and in love for all God’s people. (pause)  
We ask: 
All: Receive our prayer, O Lord.  
 
 

Reader: We pray for the sick of parishioners and those who 
ask our prayer (pause) the deceased named in parish  
remembrance book and all those who have died. (pause)  
We ask: 
All: Receive our prayer, O Lord.  
 
 

Leader: God of life and love, you call us to serve you joyfully 
with the gifts and talents we have received from your loving 
hand. Hear our prayers that we might dedicate our lives to 
the path of discipleship.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.     
All:  Amen.    

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

Prayer for the 2020 World Day of the Poor 
Almighty, ever-living God, 

your beloved Son came to us in poverty to win for us the 

riches of eternal life. 

During His time on earth He taught us by word and deed. 

From His death we learned of the immensity of His love; 

from His resurrection we learned how to believe and to trust 

that our lives have purpose from beginning to end. 
 

Help us never to forget that every person has 

value and is loved by You. 

Remind us that, as Your people grow older, 

they do not cease to be people worthy of 

respect, understanding and appreciation. 

Though the eyes of the elderly may grow 

dim,  

we pray that their vision of everlasting life 

with You may grow ever stronger; though their bodies may 

become frail, we pray that their faith may empower them; 

though their minds may falter, we pray that their memories 

may bring them comfort and peace. Lord God, may we 

never forget your Golden Rule to treat others as we would 

wish to be treated and remember to apply that Rule most 

especially during the golden years of age. 

Save us from falling into the trap of seeing the elderly as a 

burden. 
 

We ask you, Lord God, to help us set aside material wealth 

so as to recognise the spiritual riches of patience, 

compassion and love for all your people. 

As we journey through this life side by side, may we learn to 

support one another with the combined wealth of 
youth, strength, wisdom and experience until we are called 

to the place you have prepared for all those who are poor 

in spirit and rich in love. 
 

We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,  

who lives with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Ella F Oscar M Ema V 

William M Eva D Ryan W 

Milla C Saskia M Miriam N 

Zara Ann Z  Izabelle Z 

   

The Holy Eucharist  
Hail our Saviour’s glorious Body, 
Which his Virgin Mother bore;  

Hail the Blood which, shed for sinners, 
Did a broken world restore;  

Hail the sacrament most holy,  
Flesh and Blood of Christ adore! 

 

Come, adore this wondrous presence;  
Bow to Christ, the source of grace! 
Here is kept the ancient promise 
Of God’s earthly dwelling-place! 
Sight is blind before God’s glory, 

Faith alone may see his face! 

With restrictions on church attendance at Masses, using the four square metre rule,  
St Mark’s Parish Church allowance is 80 people. To ensure we are COVID Safe please do the 

following. 
 

* Please register for Mass attendance  
* Face masks are recommended when attending Mass.  
* All attendees at Mass are asked to minimise the time they gather together, so following  
Mass it is requested you leave the Church grounds and not congregate. 
* Please maintain social distancing when around others 
* No photography due the Liturgy of the Mass, there will be an opportunity for photos at 
the conclusion of Mass with the presentation of certificates.  
* Take home your Parish Bulletin and do not leave any items in the Pews.  
 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. 
                            Thank you  

SACRAMENT OF THE EUCHARIST - IN BRIEF:  
1413  By the consecration the transubstantiation of the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of 
Christ is brought about. Under the consecrated species of bread and wine Christ himself, living and 
glorious, is present in a true, real, and substantial manner: his Body and his Blood, with his soul and 
his divinity (cf. Council of Trent: DS 1640; 1651). 
 
 

1414  As sacrifice, the Eucharist is 
also offered in reparation for the sins 
of the living and the dead and to 
obtain spiritual or temporal benefits 
from God. 
 
 

1415  Anyone who desires to receive 
Christ in Eucharistic communion 
must be in the state of grace. Anyone 
aware of having sinned mortally 
must not receive communion without 
having received absolution in the 
sacrament of penance. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/


 
 
 
 

 

This weekend many of our younger parishioners will make 
their First Holy Communion at Parish Masses.  

Each Mass will have six children and their families.  
In these COVID 19 restricted times the preparation and 

celebrations have been delayed.  
The Parish Church still has an 80 people per celebration limit 

according to the 4 square metre rule that applies.  
The Masses will be full, and your patience and consideration 
at this time. The children and families have been waiting for 

this day and we will do all we can considering the restrictions 
to make these celebrations special.  

First Holy Communion Masses will be:  

21/22 November 2020   
5.30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass  

9.00am - Sunday - Pope Francis Award Mass   
10:30am - Sunday Mass 

28/29 November 2020  
10:30am - Sunday Mass   

 

It is recommended to book to 
attend any of the above Masses. 
Bookings can be made online on 

our Parish Website.   

      

Enrolling now! 
At the beginning of 2021,  

our building project will be completed 
and children will be learning in new 
contemporary learning spaces. With 

the impact of COVID, finances may be 
stretched but no Catholic child will be 

denied a Catholic education due to 
financial hardship. If you wish to enrol 
your child for 2021 in Kindergarten or 

in other classes, please contact the 
school on 91813042 or call in at the 
school office to collect an enrolment 

form.  

We wish to thank all our parishioners 
for their generous contributions to our  

Charitable Works Fund (CWF).  
Envelopes are still available at the 

Church entrance and can be placed on 
either of the collection plates.  

 

St Mark's Primary School 
Building Project 

The builders are all on track to have the 
building completed by the end of the year.  

In January, the demountables will be 
removed from the playground so there will 

be more room to park. 
In 2021, we will begin the year with new 

contemporary learning spaces and one 
Sunday we will open up the school for you to 

come and visit.  
This of course will depend on COVID 

restrictions.  
Rachel Bourke (Principal) 

Thank you for supporting this year’s Catholic Mission Parish 
Appeal.  I would be grateful if you could please pass on my 
sincere thanks to all those parishioners who contributed to the 
appeal. With their help, Bishop Kike can continue to reach out 
and help rebuild the lives of those who are suffering from 
trauma and depression brought on through illness and injury 

caused by landmines in Cambodia.   
Danielle  
Diocesan Support Administrator 

https://www.stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au/enrolment
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/


 

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith. 

Keep them in  Your Prayers 

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend 
Mass on  

- St Mark’s Website -  

Register with trybooking 
before 4pm M - F  

Registrations essential    

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 7.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am &  
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
St Mark’s limit is 80 at Mass. 
(seating is in the nave, gallery,  

back foyer and sanctuary).  

   Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community: Rocco Zoccali,  
Joseph Abbonizio, Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni,  
Meagan Ficarra, Lina Giannandrea, Rita Arcidiacono and 
Brian McCarthy & all St. Mark’s Parish community members 
unwell at this time. 
 

Recently Deceased and all our Anniversaries we are 
remembering this November the month of the Holy Souls.  
During November the Church invites us into prayer for the 
souls in purgatory. The Church on earth prays for the souls 
in purgatory that they may be purified and welcomed into 
Heaven. Our prayer, and especially our greatest prayer - the 
Mass - aids the souls on their journey to Heaven.  
Throughout November we celebrate the memory of our 
deceased family, friends, parishioners, neighbours, locally, 
nationally and globally. May they rest in peace.  

 We Remember:  

St Mark’s WWI  Memorial Board  
 

1. Edmund Henry (Jack) Collins  

2. Joseph Ignatius Connell  

3. John Stephen Coolahan  

4. Bernard Patrick Dawson   

5. Michael Hawley  

6. Peter Bernard Joseph O’Reilly  

7. Arvan James Prichard  

8. James Stuart Duncan Weir  

9. Colin Geoffrey Wilson  

10. John Michael Joseph Wills  

November Mass Offerings: 
The month of November is dedicated to 
remember the Holy Souls of those who 

have died.  
To include your remembrance in all 

Masses during the month of November 
and to be included in the 

St Mark’s Remembrance book, envelopes 
are available in the Church.  

HOW TO DONATE ONLINE? 
If you would like to participate in our Planned Giving or just 

donate to our Church and would like something easy and fast!
Scan the QR code below with your smartphone camera. 

Alternatively, visit our Parish website and click on the button” 
Support us” make a Donation.  

1st Collection Supports 
Money collected from the FIRST COLLECTION supports the 

priests of the Parish and Archdiocese with a stipend, place to 
live and their household expenses.   

 

2nd Collection Supports 
Money collected from the SECOND COLLECTION supports the 

upkeep of the Parish. Providing for the costs of the 
administration of the parish, for support of ministries 

exercised for the parish and for the maintenance of the parish 
buildings, including the costs of electricity and insurance.   

 St Mark’s 2020  
First Reconciliation  

Expression of Interest application 
forms are available. Children 

preparing for their Sacrament in 
2020 for celebration in 2021. 
Application to be returned on 

Friday 27 November.  
  Thank you. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER 

 *  Standing up for freedom: Archbishop goes into bat with NSW law.          
*  Hope after French Basilica killings.       
* The rise and rise of the Liberal Arts.  
 *  Keeping an eye on lay movements   

Gospel Reflection 
This week’s gospel is a very familiar parable and one that is often used with students and young people. It is generally 
used as an encouragement to make the most of the gifts and skills that the listeners possess. It is rarely, however, placed 
in its context as part of the full Chapter 25 lesson about the time of waiting and preparation for the coming of the Lord and 
the Christian life. 

Again, the story is presented as a parable of the Kingdom – a glimpse into the right order of things in the realised  
Kingdom. A very wealthy master entrusts his considerable assets to his servants to manage in his absence. The three 
servants were allocated money, ‘each in proportion to his ability’. The emphasis of the parable is on what each servant did 
with the funds they were allotted. They were charged with managing the money in the place of their master; acting in their 
master’s place to further develop his wealth. 

Like all of Jesus’ parables, this one has a sting in the tail. Although the third servant has done nothing illegal or corrupt, he 
is very harshly dealt with. His crime is laziness! He was given a great opportunity to demonstrate his abilities and yet he 
shied away and returned to his master exactly what had been entrusted to him, unimproved. The author of Matthew’s  
gospel uses this parable to shock the audience out of complacency. They cannot rely solely on the promised return of the 
Lord, they must continue to act on Jesus’ message and work to bring about the Kingdom in their own lives. Those who fail 
to act, leaving everything to the work of God, are as bad as the lazy servant who failed to grasp an extraordinary  
opportunity.  

Gospel Focus – Such a talent! 
In its original usage, a ‘talent’ was a measure of weight. It came to designate a weight measure of silver. One talent was 
roughly equivalent to a labourer’s wages for 10 years. It was a huge amount of money! Due largely to the reference in this 
gospel parable the word eventually came to its more common meaning of a special natural ability. Although in its original 
use in the gospel, ‘talent’ meant nothing more than a large sum of money, it is a happy development of language that 
makes this scripture passage such a favourite of teachers and retreat providers! 

Living the Gospel – Bring forth the Kingdom. 
Like the original audience of Matthew’s gospel, we can sometimes rely too much on God to bring about the Kingdom in 
our world. Like the lazy servant in the gospel, we can fall into the trap of handing the world back to God in exactly the 
same condition that we received it. We have to make a difference in the world! We are called to change the world and 
bring it closer to the realisation of the Kingdom. The only way that we can do that it is to live our lives as if the Kingdom is 
already here. 
 

Different View – ‘To everyone who has will be given more.’ 
The parable of the talents is sometimes misused to validate an overemphasis on material wealth in many Western  
 societies. There can be an attitude that says ‘more is better’; that possessions are a sign of success. Such advocates 
point to the favour bestowed on the servants who doubled their money and the punishment dealt to the lazy servant who 
simply returned to his master what he was given. Proponents of the increasingly popular ‘gospel of prosperity’ hold that 
God wants Christians to be materially and financially rich and that their wealth is proof of God’s love. This stands in stark  
contrast to Jesus’ vision of the Kingdom.                     © Greg Sunter 

Blessed are you, Father, who in your infinite love sent us your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may have life, and have it in abundance.  

 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our Eucharistic communities.  
May they be places, of encounter  with the living Christ, centres of evangelisation and 

outreach to our community in love and mercy.  
 

Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant 
witnesses to the people of Sydney.  

 

Our Lady, Help of Christians, Pray for us! 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangelisation. Pray for us! 
 

St Mary of the Cross Mackillop. Pray for us! 
 

St Mark. Pray for us! 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

© Creative Ministry Resources 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

