
 

The Charitable Works Fund (CWF) November Appeal will be happening this weekend and we 
need your help. Your donation will help those most vulnerable in Sydney - including our local Aboriginal 
community, as well as single mothers facing homelessness, people struggling with mental health 
issues and many others. Special envelopes are available. Alternatively, you can learn more and donate 
securely at www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf. Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.   
Giving envelopes can be placed in any of the collection plates. We thank you for your generosity.  

Fr Michael, Fr Denis & Fr John, wish to congratulate 
all our young parishioners on receiving their  

First Holy Communion. 

          Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ   
 Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

 Acknowledgement of Country:  The St Mark’s Catholic Parish acknowledge and pay respect to the Wangal clan, one 

of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of this land.  We acknowledge the continued deep 

spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit 

ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. St Mark’s pays respect to elders past and present, and extend this 

respect to all Aboriginal people living in or visiting our Parish community.  

This Sunday and for the next few weeks we celebrate the First Communion of many of our parishioners. The 
eucharist is the centre and summit of our Christian lives. We remember, celebrate and make present the saving, life, 
death and Resurrection of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Every Mass is important and special because of what 
takes place. We share in the Divine life and the Lord comes to strengthen, encourage and support us in this life, that 
we might share his life forever in heaven. 

 

When we as a family moved to Sydney my father and mother would try to go to Mass every day because they 
could. For many years they lived in a small town and would only have Mass once a month for many years, eventually 
weekly if the priest could make it and they greatly appreciated the gift and blessing of the Mass and Holy 
Communion. We are living through an experience of having restricted opportunity to come to Church. With the lock 
down and the continuing restrictions on the size and place of gatherings we still have to plan and ration our places in 
the Church at each Mass. In these restricted times it is wonderful to be able to celebrate and hopefully we appreciate 
and cherish our freedoms and opportunities. 

 

The scriptures this week speak about wisdom, prudence and judgement. We need to be wise and prudent in 
the use of our resources, globally, as a nation and in our own households. We have to plan and ration our resources 
and use them wisely. Our life is a gift from God, and we have a certain span of life, we know not the hour when the 
master will return or as the Gospel says when the bridegroom will come (Mat 25:13). 

 

The injunction to ‘stay awake’ means to live wisely and well – be busy about the living of our Christian lives. 
We were enjoined last week on the Solemnity of All Saints to have the attitude and values of the Kingdom of God 
“happy’ or ‘blessed are they who….’(Mat 5:1-12). May the Eucharist and our Holy Communion be a strength and joy in our 
lives and prepare us for the fullness of God’s Kingdom in eternal life. 

Every week on Saturday from 11am-12 noon in the Parish we have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Benediction, a time of quiet prayer and contemplation. During this time, the Sacrament of Penance (Confession, 
Reconciliation) is also available. I invite you to use this opportunity for personal prayer and contemplation that we 
might live thoughtful and wise lives.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf/


 

Entrance Antiphon                Cf. Ps 87:3 

Let my prayer come into your presence. 
Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

1.   O Lord, the God of my salvation, I have cried in the 
day and in the night before you.                    
 

2.   For my soul is filled with evils and my life has drawn 
nigh to hell.                  
 

3.   But I O Lord have cried to you and in the morning my 
prayer shall come before you.             
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading                  Wis 6:12-16 

A reading from the book of Wisdom  
Wisdom is found by those who look for it . 

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. By those who 
love her she is readily seen, and found by those who 
look for her. Quick to anticipate those who desire her, 
she makes herself known to them. Watch for her early 
and you will have no trouble; you will find her sitting at 
your gates. Even to think about her is understanding  
fully grown; be on the alert for her and anxiety will  
quickly leave you. She herself walks about looking for 
those who are worthy of her and graciously shows  
herself to them as they go, in every thought of theirs 
coming to meet them. 

Responsorial Psalm                 Ps 62:2-8. R. v.2

(R.) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.     
 

1. O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my 
soul is thirsting. My body pines for you like a dry, weary 
land without water. (R.) 
 

2. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength 
and your glory. For your love is better than life, my lips 
will speak your praise.  (R.) 

3. So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up 
my hands. My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my 
mouth shall praise you with joy. (R.) 

4.  On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through 
the night for you have been my help; in the shadow of 
your wings I rejoice. (R.) 

 

Second Reading                1 Thes 4:13-18 

 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians   
Those who died as Christians, God will bring to life with Jesus. 

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those 
who have died, to make sure that you do not grieve 
about them, like the other people who have no hope. 
We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it 
will be the same for those who have died in Jesus: God 
will bring them with him. We can tell you this from the 
Lord’s own teaching, that any of us who are left alive 
until the Lord’s coming will not have any advantage over 
those who have died. At the trumpet of God, the voice 
of the archangel will call out the command and the Lord 
himself will come down from heaven; those who have 
died in Christ will be the first to rise, and then those of 
us who are still alive will be taken up in the clouds,  
together with them, to meet the Lord in the air. So we 
shall stay with the Lord for ever. With such thoughts as 
these you should comfort one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel                 Mt 25:1-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him. 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps 
and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were  
foolish and five of them were sensible: the foolish ones did 
take their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the  
sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. The 
bridegroom was late, and they all grew drowsy and fell 
asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, “The bridegroom 
is here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all those  
bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the 
foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us some of 
your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they replied, “There 
may not be enough for us and for you; you had better go to 
those who sell it and buy some for yourselves.” They had 
gone off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. Those who 
were ready went in with him to the wedding hall and the 
door was closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. 
“Lord, Lord,” they said, “open the door for us.” But he  
replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” So stay 
awake, because you do not know either the day or the 
hour.’ 

Gospel Acclamation              Mt 24:42. 44 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Be watchful and ready: you know not when the 
Son of Man is coming.  
Alleluia! 



  

 

Offertory Antiphon           Ps 118:133  
Direct my steps O Lord according to your word and 
let no iniquity have dominion over me, O Lord my 
God.                
1. Uphold me O Lord according to your promise that I 
may live and do not disappoint me in my expectation.   

2. Make your face to shine upon your servant and teach 
me your justifications.              

3. My eyes have sent forth springs of water because 
they have not kept your law.                          

Communion Antiphon           Cf. Ps 22:1-2 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. Fresh and green are the pastures where he 
gives me repose, near restful waters he leads me. 
or                   Cf. Lk 24:35 

The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus in the 
breaking of bread. 
 

1.  For though I should walk in the midst of the shadow 
of death. I will fear no evils for you are with me.          
 

2.  You have prepared a table before me and my chalice 
which inebriates me, how goodly it is.            
 

3.  And your mercy will follow me all the days of my life, 
and that I may dwell in the house of the Lord unto length 
of days.  

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into 
hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come 
 to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Trusting in our God whose ‘kindness is a greater 
good than life’, let us bring our prayers before the Lord.              
    
     
 

Reader: We pray for the leaders of faiths and nations, that 
they will have the wisdom to grasp and act on the signs of 
the times. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
 

Reader: We pray for countries where COVID-19 is out of 
control, that authorities will take the urgent action they need 
to protect their people. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
 
  

Reader: We pray for the Plenary Council: Lord, encourage 
and strengthen us when our dialogue gets messy and we 
cannot see where the Spirit is leading us. May we come to 
appreciate that this is often the way the Spirit works. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the Aboriginal and Islander peoples of 
Australia, that this week’s NAIDOC observance will highlight 
their ancient and on-going custodianship of the land. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for each child receiving First Holy  
Communion today; that they may grow more in love for God 
and in love for all God’s people. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
 

Reader: We pray for all who have suffered as a result of war, 
that Remembrance Day this year will bring them healing and 
hope and all those we mourn and pray for during this month 
of November. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.        
 
 

Leader: God of wisdom, in the parables Jesus reveals to us 
the ways of your kingdom. Hear our prayers that when 
Christ, the heavenly bridegroom returns, we will be waiting to 
meet him with lamps lit.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    
All:  Amen.    

 
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

           
St Mark’s 2020  

First Reconciliation 
application forms for 

the children preparing 
for their Sacrament will 

be available on  
Friday 13 November 
2020 to be returned  
Friday 27 November. 

  

  Thank you. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

    Natalia C Marcello D Ethan A 

Mary-Louise D Mila E Isabel D 

Daisy H William H Hayden H 

Claire P Luke I Charlotte L 

William S Dylan S Marie-Lou B 

James T Jack S Jeramae G 

Claire  H Isabella M Sienna M 

Joshua N  Toby S 

The Holy Eucharist  
Hail our Saviour’s glorious Body, 
Which his Virgin Mother bore;  

Hail the Blood which, shed for sinners, 
Did a broken world restore;  

Hail the sacrament most holy,  
Flesh and Blood of Christ adore! 

 

Come, adore this wondrous presence;  
Bow to Christ, the source of grace! 
Here is kept the ancient promise 
Of God’s earthly dwelling-place! 
Sight is blind before God’s glory, 

Faith alone may see his face! 

With restrictions on church attendance at Masses, using the four square metre rule,  
St Mark’s Parish Church allowance is 80 people. To ensure we are COVID Safe please do the 

following. 
 

* Please register for Mass attendance  
* Face masks are recommended when attending Mass.  
* All attendees at Mass are asked to minimise the time they gather together, so following  
Mass it is requested you leave the Church grounds and not congregate. 
* Please maintain social distancing when around others 
* No photography due the Liturgy of the Mass, there will be an opportunity for photos at 
the conclusion of Mass with the presentation of certificates.  
* Take home your Parish Bulletin and do not leave any items in the Pews.  
 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. 
                            Thank you  

SACRAMENT OF THE EUCHARIST - IN BRIEF:  
1417 The Church warmly recommends that the faithful receive Holy Communion when they 
participate in the celebration of the Eucharist; she obliges them to do so at least once a year. 
 

1418 Because Christ himself is present in the sacrament of the altar, he is to be honoured with the 
worship of adoration. "To visit the Blessed Sacrament is . . . a proof of gratitude, an expression of 
love, and a duty of adoration toward Christ our Lord" (Paul VI, MF 66). 
 

1419 Having passed from this world to the Father, Christ gives us in the Eucharist the pledge of 
glory with him. Participation in the Holy Sacrifice identifies us with his Heart, sustains our strength 
along the pilgrimage of this life, makes us long for eternal life, and unites us even now to the 
Church in heaven, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/


 
 
 
 

 

Beginning this weekend many of our younger parishioners 
will make their First Holy Communion at Parish Masses.  

Each Mass will have six children and their families.  
In these COVID 19 restricted times the preparation and 

celebrations have been delayed.  
The Parish Church still has an 80 people per celebration limit 

according to the 4 square metre rule that applies.  
The Masses will be full, and your patience and consideration 
at this time. The children and families have been waiting for 

this day and we will do all we can considering the restrictions 
to make these celebrations special.  

First Holy Communion Masses will be:  

14/15 November 2020  
5.30pm Saturday Vigil Mass 

10:30am Sunday Mass  
21/22 November 2020   

5.30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass  
9.00am - Sunday - Pope Francis Award Mass   

10:30am - Sunday Mass 

28/29 November 2020  

10:30am - Sunday Mass   

It is recommended to book to 

attend any of the above Masses. 
Bookings can be made online  

on our  
Parish Website.   

      

         Enrolling now! 
 At the beginning of 2021,  
our building project will be completed and 
children will be learning in new 
contemporary learning spaces. With the 
impact of COVID, finances may be 
stretched but no Catholic child will be 
denied a Catholic education due to 
financial hardship. If you wish to enrol 
your child for 2021 in Kindergarten or in 
other classes, please contact the school on 
91813042 or call in at the school office to 
collect an enrolment form.  

The Charitable Works Fund (CWF) is 
responsible for collecting funds for the 
purpose of supporting the charitable 
and pastoral works of the Catholic 

Archdiocese of Sydney. 

It is your charity, the charity of the Sydney Catholic 
community and our Parish. The services provided by the 
following agencies are helping thousands of people every 

year - they offer comfort to people in crisis, provide 
advocacy, training and better access for the disadvantaged, 

support people in their faith development and train our 
future priests.  

   Always Was, Always Will Be. 
 

Always Was, Always Will Be. recognises that First 
Nations people have occupied and cared for this 
continent for over 65,000 years. 
We are spiritually and culturally connected to this 
country. This country was criss-crossed by 
generations of brilliant Nations. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were 
Australia’s first explorers, first navigators, first 
engineers, first farmers, first botanists, first 
scientists, first diplomats, first astronomers and first 
artists. 
Australia has the world’s oldest oral stories. The 
First Peoples engraved the world’s first maps, made 
the earliest paintings of ceremony and invented 
unique technologies. We built and engineered 
structures - structures on Earth - predating well-
known sites such as the Egyptian Pyramids and 
Stonehenge. 
Our adaptation and intimate knowledge of Country 
enabled us to endure climate change, catastrophic 
droughts and rising sea levels. 
Always Was, Always Will Be. acknowledges that 
hundreds of Nations and our cultures covered this 
continent. All were managing the land - the biggest 
estate on earth - to sustainably provide for their 
future. Find out more visit  
https://www.naidoc.org.au/get-involved/2020-theme 

https://www.stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au/enrolment
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.naidoc.org.au/get-involved/2020-theme


Keep them in  Your Prayers 

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend 
Mass on  

- St Mark’s Website -  

Register with trybooking 
before 4pm M - F  

Registrations essential    

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 7.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am &  
 10:30am & 7:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
St Mark’s limit is 80 at Mass. 
(seating is in the nave, gallery,  

back foyer and sanctuary).  

   Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community: Debra Swetz, Rocco Zoccali,  
Joseph Abbonizio, Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni,  
Meagan Ficarra, Lina Giannandrea, Rita Arcidiacono and 
Brian McCarthy & all St. Mark’s Parish community members 
unwell at this time. 
 

Recently Deceased, Rosa Ilacqua, and all our Anniversaries  
we are remembering this November the month of the Holy 
Souls.  
During November the Church invites us into prayer for the 
souls in purgatory. The Church on earth prays for the souls 
in purgatory that they may be purified and welcomed into 
Heaven. Our prayer, and especially our greatest prayer - the 
Mass - aids the souls on their journey to Heaven.  
Throughout November we celebrate the memory of our 
deceased family, friends, parishioners, neighbours, locally, 
nationally and globally.  May they rest in peace.  

 We Remember:  

St Mark’s WWI  Memorial Board  
 

1. Edmund Henry (Jack) Collins  

2. Joseph Ignatius Connell  

3. John Stephen Coolahan  

4. Bernard Patrick Dawson   

5. Michael Hawley  

6. Peter Bernard Joseph O’Reilly  

7. Arvan James Prichard  

8. James Stuart Duncan Weir  

9. Colin Geoffrey Wilson  

10. John Michael Joseph Wills  

November Mass Offerings: 
The month of November is dedicated to 

remember the Holy Souls of those who have 
died.  

To include your remembrance in all Masses 
during the month of November and to be 

included in the 
St Mark’s Remembrance book, envelopes are 

available in the Church.  

HOW TO DONATE ONLINE? 
If you would like to participate in our Planned Giving or just 

donate to our Church and would like something easy and fast!
Scan the QR code below with your smartphone camera. 

Alternatively, visit our Parish website and click on the button” 
Support us” make a Donation.  

1st Collection Supports 
Money collected from the FIRST COLLECTION supports the 

priests of the Parish and Archdiocese with a stipend, place to 
live and their household expenses.   

 

2nd Collection Supports 
Money collected from the SECOND COLLECTION supports the 

upkeep of the Parish. Providing for the costs of the 
administration of the parish, for support of ministries 

exercised for the parish and for the maintenance of the parish 
buildings, including the costs of electricity and insurance.   

 We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday  through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s: 
Anna Francesca Rapisarda &  

Mia Elizabeth Gaiot  
and we congratulate his parents. 

   God bless you. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER 

 *  Kids love their Saints.          
*  NZ targets the vulnerable with euthanasia law.       

* Ambassador assists Becciu investigation.  
 *  A step forward for foster care  

Gospel Reflection 
The three gospel accounts from the final three weeks leading up to the season of Advent all come from Chapter 25 of the 
Gospel of Matthew. They can be seen together as an extended treatise on living life in response to Jesus’ message and 
preparing for the end of time. This week’s gospel starts out as a Kingdom parable and becomes a bit more of a metaphor 
for living a Christian life. 

The gospel parable relates to ten bridesmaids – five foolish and five wise – who are participating in a wedding ritual that 
involves meeting the bridegroom and escorting him the last part of his way to the wedding reception. The foolish  
bridesmaids have not brought sufficient reserves of oil for their lamps and have to leave at the critical time to try to obtain 
more. When they eventually arrive at the reception hall they are turned away because they have shamed themselves as 
well as the bride and groom by not fulfilling their duty. 

Some of the original audience of Matthew’s gospel, along with many of the early Christian followers, had an expectation 
that Jesus was going to return and usher in the end of the world in their lifetime. The message of this gospel is captured in 
Jesus’ final words, ‘So stay awake, because you do not know either the day or the hour.’ The timing of Jesus’ coming  
cannot be predicted and so all Christian believers, like the bridesmaids, need to continue to act with hope and expectation; 
being prepared for the fact that it may be further off than anticipated. Many early Christians were living their lives as 
though the world would end at any time. The gospel warns them, and us, to continue to follow the example of Jesus and 
not to become complacent – expecting that everything is about to come to an end. 

Historical Context – Where was the bride? 
It may seem a little odd that the bridegroom was travelling to the wedding hall by himself. What appears to have been the 
custom is that the bridesmaids escorted the bride to the hall whilst the groom remained behind to settle matters with the 
bride’s family. Whilst the bride price, or dowry, would have been agreed well before the wedding, the family would  
emphasise and even haggle over the value of gifts to further reinforce the great value of the bride and the wise choice that 
the groom and his family had made. 

From the perspective of...  a bridesmaid. 
My friend, Miriam, was married yesterday. She is 14, two years older than me, and has married a fine man. As we waited 
to receive her husband, some of the girls ran out of oil. They asked me for some of my oil but I knew that if I gave them my 
spare oil we might all run out before he arrived and then there would be no one to welcome him and light his way. What 
shame that would be! Miriam and her husband were so angry they didn’t allow the girls into the hall. No one will ask them 
to be bridesmaids again! 
 

Living the Gospel – Living in hope. 
A feature of Christian faith is an approach to life that views the future with hope. In our world today many people look to 
the future with distrust and even fear. As Christians, we look forward with hope. When change occurs, some allow that 
change to happen to them whilst others engage in the change process and approach it with hope and expectation.  
Today’s gospel reminds us to be ready for what the future holds; to look with hope towards what lies ahead, but to ensure 
that we’ve prepared ourselves properly. The future can only be viewed with expectant hope if we’ve done the proper  
preparation!                             © Greg Sunter 

Blessed are you, Father, who in your infinite love sent us your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may have life, and have it in abundance.  

 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our Eucharistic communities.  
May they be places, of encounter  with the living Christ, centres of evangelisation and 

outreach to our community in love and mercy.  
 

Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant 
witnesses to the people of Sydney.  

 

Our Lady, Help of Christians, Pray for us! 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangelisation. Pray for us! 
 

St Mary of the Cross Mackillop. Pray for us! 
 

St Mark. Pray for us! 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

