
 

 

“ If today we are remembering these brothers and sisters of ours who lived 

before us and are now in heaven, they are there because they were washed in the 

Blood of Christ, that is our hope, and this hope does not disappoint. If we live 

our lives with the Lord, he will never disappoint us.”  Pope Francis  

The commemoration of all the faithful departed is celebrated by the Church on November 2, or, if this falls on a Sunday or a 
solemnity, the feast is celebrated on November 3. The Office of the Dead must be recited by the clergy on this day, and all the 
Masses are to be of Requiem except one of the current feast, where this is of obligation. 
 

The theological basis for the feast is the doctrine that the souls which, on departing from the body are not perfectly cleansed 
from venial sins, or have not fully atoned for past transgressions, are debarred from the Beatific Vision, and that the faithful 
on earth can help them by prayers, almsgiving and especially the sacrifice of the Mass. 
 

In the early days of Christianity the names of the departed brethren were entered in the diptychs. Later, in the sixth century, 
it was customary in Benedictine monasteries to hold a commemoration of the deceased members at Whitsuntide. In Spain 
there was such a day on Saturday before Sexagesima or before Pentecost, at the time of Saint Isidore (d. 636). In Germany 
there existed (according to the testimony of Widukind, Abbot of Corvey, c.980) a time-honoured ceremony of praying to the 
dead on October 1. This was accepted and sanctified by the Church. 
 

Saint Odilo of Cluny ordered that the commemoration of all the faithful departed be held annually in the monasteries of his 
congregation. From here, it spread among the other congregations of the Benedictines and among the Carthusians. 
 

Of all the dioceses, Liège was the first to adopt it under Bishop Notger (d. 1008). It is then found in the martyrology of Saint 
Protadius of Besançon (1053-66). Bishop Otricus (1120-25) introduced it into Milan for October 15. In Spain, Portugal, and Latin 
America, priests say three Masses on this day. A similar concession for the entire world was asked of Pope Leo XIII; he would 
not grant the favour, but ordered a special Requiem on Sunday September 30, 1888. 
 

In the Greek Rite this commemoration is held on the eve of Sexagesima Sunday, or on the eve of Pentecost. The Armenians 

celebrate the passover of the dead on the day after Easter.         © Source: Catholic Encyclopedia, Copyright 1907.  

 
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith. 

 
 

The month of November is dedicated to remember 
the Holy Souls of those who have died.  

St Mark’s Book of Remembrance is displayed during 
the month with all Masses dedicated to the  

faithful departed.   

 

The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


Entrance Antiphon      Cf. 1 Th 4:14; 1 Cor 15:22 

Just as Jesus died and has risen again, so through  
Jesus God will bring with him those who have fallen 
asleep; and as in Adam all die, so also in Christ will all 
be brought to life. 
 

First Reading                  Wis 3:1-9 

A reading from the book of Wisdom   
He accepted them as a holocaust. 

The souls of the virtuous are in the hands of God, 
no torment shall ever touch them. 
In the eyes of the unwise, they did appear to die, 
their going looked like a disaster, their leaving us, like 
annihilation; but they are in peace. 
If they experienced punishment as men see it, 
their hope was rich with immortality; 
slight was their affliction, great will their blessings be. 
God has put them to the test 
and proved them worthy to be with him; 
he has tested them like gold in a furnace, 
and accepted them as a holocaust. 
When the time comes for his visitation, they will shine 
out; as sparks run through the stubble, so will they. 
They shall judge nations, rule over peoples, 
and the Lord will be their king for ever. 
They who trust in him will understand the truth, 
those who are faithful will live with him in love; 
for grace and mercy await those he has chosen. 

Responsorial Psalm    Ps 26:1. 4. 7-9. 13-14. R v.1. Alt. R v.13 

(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want.     
 

1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me 
repose. Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my 
drooping spirit. (R.) 
 

2. He guides me along the right path; he is true to his 
name. If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil 
would I fear. You are there with your crook and your 
staff; with these you give me comfort. (R.) 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my 
foes. My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is 
overflowing. (R.) 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  all the 
days of my life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for 
ever and ever.  (R.) 

Second Reading                 Rom 6:3-9 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans   
Let us walk in newness of life. 

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were  
baptised in his death; in other words, when we were 
baptised, we went into the tomb with him and joined him 
in death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the Father’s glory, we too might live a new life. 

If in union with Christ we have imitated his death, we 
shall also imitate him in his resurrection. We must  
realise that our former selves have been crucified with 
him to destroy this sinful body and to free us from the 
slavery of sin. When a man dies, of course, he has  
finished with sin. 

But we believe that having died with Christ we shall  
return to life with him: Christ, as we know, having been 
raised from the dead will never die again. Death has no 
power over him any more. 

 

Gospel                 Mt 11:25-30 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
You have hidden these things from the learned and have revealed them to children. 

Jesus exclaimed, ‘I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
of earth, for hiding these things from the learned and the 
clever and revealing them to mere children. Yes, Father, 
for that is what it pleased you to do. Everything has been 
entrusted to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 
except the Father, just as no one knows the Father except 
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him. ‘Come to me, all you who labour and are overbur-
dened, and I will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is easy and 
my burden light.’ 
 

 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Together with all the holy men and women who 
have praised God throughout the ages, let us turn to the 
Lord in prayer.                  
     

Reader: We pray for the people of God spread throughout 
the world, may we lead lives of justice and peace,  
proclaiming the Lord in word and deed.  (pause).  
Lord hear us:   All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Reader: We pray for peacekeepers and diplomats in wis-
dom and with concern for the common good may they 
work for fruitful cooperation among nations. (pause).  
Lord hear us:  All:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
  

Reader: We pray for those who mourn and grieve for loved 
ones who have died, may they know the hope of resurrec-
tion and be comforted in their sorrow.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: We pray for the Parish community may we be a 
house of welcome and a place of refuge for all who seek 
the face of God.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Reader: We pray for the faithful departed in our St Mark’s 
book of remembrance this November may they rest in 
peace. (pause)  
Lord hear us: All: Lord, hear our prayer.        
 

Leader: God of mercy, who shepherds us from death into 
life, you care for and protect the souls of the virtuous. Hear 
our prayers that we might be beacons of your light shining 
in the dark places of the world.    
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    
All:  Amen.    

Offertory Antiphon           Wis 3:1-2.3  
The Lord is my shepherd there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me 
repose, near restful waters he leads me.  

Communion Antiphon        Cf. Jn 11:25-26 

I am the Resurrection and the Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever believes in me, even though he dies, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will not die 
forever. 

Gospel Acclamation             See Mt 11:25 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth; you have revealed to little ones the 
mysteries of the kingdom. Alleluia! 



Entrance Antiphon        Cf. 4 Esdr 2:34-35 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let  
perpetual light shine upon them. 
 
 

First Reading                 Wis 4:7-15 

A reading from the book of Wisdom   
A blameless life is a ripe old age. 

The virtuous man, though he die before his time, will find 
rest. Length of days is not what makes age honourable, 
nor numbers of years the true measure of life; 
understanding, this man’s grey hairs, 
untarnished life, this is ripe old age. 
He has sought to please God, so God has loved him; 
as he was living among sinners, he has been taken up. 
He has been carried off so that evil may not wrap his 
understanding or treachery seduce his soul; for the  
fascination of evil throws good things into the shade, 
and the whirlwind of desire corrupts a simple heart. 
Coming to perfection in so short a while, he achieved 
long life; his soul being pleasing to the Lord, he has  
taken him quickly from the wickedness around him. 
Yet people look on, uncomprehending; it does not enter 
their heads that grace and mercy await the chosen of 
the Lord, and protection, his holy ones. 

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 24:6-7. 17-18. 20-21. R. v.1 Alt R. v.3 

(R.) To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.     
 

1. Remember your mercy, Lord, and the love you have 
shown from of old. In your love remember me, because 
of your goodness, O Lord.  (R.) 
 

2. Relieve the anguish of my heart and set me free from 
my distress. See my affliction and my toil and take all my 
sins away.  (R.) 

3. Preserve my life and rescue me. Do not disappoint 
me, you are my refuge. May innocence and uprightness 
protect me: for my hope is in you, O Lord. (R.) 

Second Reading           Rom 8:31-35. 37-39 

A reading from letter of St Paul to the Romans  
Nothing can really come between us and the love of Christ. 

With God on our side who can be against us? Since God 
did not spare his own Son, but gave him up to benefit us 
all, we may be certain, after such a gift, that he will not 
refuse anything he can give. Could anyone accuse 
those that God has chosen? When God acquits, could 
anyone condemn? Could Christ Jesus? No! He not only 
died for us – he rose from the dead, and there at God’s 
right hand he stands and pleads for us. 

Nothing therefore can come between us and the love of 
Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or being per-
secuted, or lacking food or clothes or being threatened 
or even attacked. These are the trials through which we 
triumph, by the power of him who loved us. 

For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, 
no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to come, not 
any power, or height or depth, nor any created thing, can 
ever come between us and the love of God made visible 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Gospel                Mt 25:1-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Look the bridegroom is coming; go out and meet him. 

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: 
‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of 
them were foolish and five were sensible: the foolish ones 
did take their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the 
sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. The 
bridegroom was late and they all grew drowsy and fell 
asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, “The bridegroom 
is here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all those  
bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the 
foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us some of 
your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they replied, “There 
may not be enough for us and for you; you had better go to 
those who sell it and buy some for yourselves.” They had 
gone off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. Those who 
were ready went in with him to the wedding hall and the 
door was closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. 
“Lord, Lord,” they said, “open the door for us.” But he  
replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do not know you." So stay 
awake, because you do not know either the day or the 
hour.' 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Together with all the holy men and women who 
have praised God throughout the ages, let us turn to the 
Lord in prayer.                  
     

Reader: We pray for the people of God spread throughout 
the world, may we lead lives of justice and peace,  
proclaiming the Lord in word and deed.  (pause).  
Lord hear us:   All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Reader: We pray for peacekeepers and diplomats in wis-
dom and with concern for the common good may they 
work for fruitful cooperation among nations. (pause).  
Lord hear us:  All:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
  

Reader: We pray for those who mourn and grieve for loved 
ones who have died, may they know the hope of resurrec-
tion and be comforted in their sorrow.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: We pray for the Parish community may we be a 
house of welcome and a place of refuge for all who seek 
the face of God.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Reader: We pray for the faithful departed in our St Mark’s 
book of remembrance this November may they rest in 
peace. (pause)  
Lord hear us: All: Lord, hear our prayer.        
 

Leader: God of mercy, who shepherds us from death into 
life, you care for and protect the souls of the virtuous. Hear 
our prayers that we might be beacons of your light shining 
in the dark places of the world.    
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    
All:  Amen.    

Offertory Antiphon           Wis 3:1-2.3  
The Lord is my shepherd there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me 
repose, near restful waters he leads me.  

Communion Antiphon     Cf. 4 Esdr 2:35,34 

Let perpetual light shine upon them, O Lord, with your 
Saints for ever, for you are merciful. 

Gospel Acclamation                 Mt 25:34 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, you whom my Father has blessed, says 
the Lord; inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
since the foundation of the world. Alleluia! 



 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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Prayer for the Holy Souls in Purgatory. Prayer of St. Gertrude the Great.  
A prayer to release many souls from Purgatory each time it is said devoutly.   
 

Eternal Father,   
I offer Three the Most Precious Blood of Thy Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the masses said 
throughout the world today, for all the holy souls in purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for sinners 
in the universal church, for those in my own home and in my family.  
Amen   

What glory awaits! 
What joy and peace! 

Today, let us pray for those who have died.  
Let us ask for the intercession of those who are in 

the Kingdom for our  
faithful departed and for ourselves. 

May we never lose sight of our destiny.  
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