
Yours in Christ, Fr John  Pham  

 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP has launched a new Archdiocesan Mission Plan Go Make Disciples on 12 
December, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Star of the New Evangelisation.  The aimed is at 

renewing our parishes as places of encounter with the living Christ and centers' of Evangelisation and 
outreach to our  community in love and mercy.   

 

An Archdiocesan-wide prayer campaign begins today on the Feast of All Saints, calling on the Holy 
Spirit, to prepare the hearts of each of us and of all our parishes and Eucharistic communities to 

receive anew the fire of God’s love and the desire to be ever more faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ.   
Please join us by praying  

There was a child, when asked by the Parish Priest during a catechism session "Who are the saints?" 
With an innocent mind of a child, she simply answered: "Father, the saints are the ones shining through by 
the sunlight".  
 

When we have a look around our church, we can see that there are many beautiful stained-glass 
windows with images of different saints. However, these windows only look beautiful when there is 
sunlight or light shining through them. Just as the little girl said, the saints are human beings illuminated by 
the light of Christ who is the sun of righteousness.  
 

As we celebrate the Solemnity of All Saints this weekend, we honour all the holy men and women 
who have gone before us in faith and have done so in a glorious way with their love of God and neighbours 
as well as their striving to live a life of holiness. Thus, they are now in full union with God in heaven to 
intercede for us.  
 

Similar to those holy men and women, God also invites each one of us to the life of holiness: "Be 
perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect" (Mt 5:48). Holiness is not a specific vocation reserved only for few 
people. It is a universal call for everyone. The Church has canonised many people from all backgrounds - 
Popes, Bishops, Priests, religious and laypeople, and of different ages – both young and old.  
 

One of the good examples that I can think of here is the canonisation of Louis Martin and  
Marie-Azélie Guérin, the parents of Thérèse of Lisieux on 18 October 2015. They are laypeople just like so 
many of us, with so many worries in daily life as they had to look after a large family. Their secret to holiness 
is very simple: perfecting the vocation to love in their daily duties with a burning passion for God. Even 
though they had flaws in their life, God's love filled the gaps and made their lives perfect.  

Let us therefore ask God for his grace, blessing and strength so that we can try our best to live the 
life of holiness through fulfilling our daily tasks with our love for God and neighbours.  

Blessed are you, Father, who in your infinite love sent us your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, that 
we may have life, and have it in abundance.  

 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our Eucharistic communities.  
May they be places, of encounter  with the living Christ, centres of evangelisation and outreach to 

our community in love and mercy.  
 

Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant witnesses to the 
people of Sydney.  

 

Our Lady, Help of Christians, Pray for us! 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangelisation. Pray for us! 
 

St Mary of the Cross Mackillop. Pray for us! 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Th%C3%A9r%C3%A8se_of_Lisieux


 

Entrance Antiphon                Ps 32:1 

Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the 
feast day in honour of all the Saints, at whose  
festival the Angels rejoice and praise the Son of 
God. 
 

1.   Rejoice in the Lord, O you just for praise from the  
upright is fitting.                   
 

2.   Behold the eyes of the Lord are upon those who fear 
him, upon those who hope in his kindness.                 
 

3.   The Lord is close to the contrite of heart, and he will 
save the humble of spirit.            
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading                 Rv 7:2-4. 9-14 

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse  
I saw an immense crowd, beyond hope of counting, of people from every nation, 
race, tribe and language. 

I, John, saw another angel rising where the sun rises, 
carrying the seal of the living God; he called in a  
powerful voice to the four angels whose duty was to  
devastate land and sea, ‘Wait before you do any  
damage on land or at sea or to the trees, until we have 
put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of our 
God.’ Then I heard how many were sealed: a hundred 
and forty-four  
thousand, out of all the tribes of Israel. 
 

After that I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of 
people from every nation, race, tribe and language; they 
were standing in front of the throne and in front of the 
Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their 
hands. They shouted aloud, ‘Victory to our God, who sits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ And all the angels who 
were standing in a circle round the throne, surrounding 
the elders and the four animals, prostrated themselves 
before the throne, and touched the ground with their  
foreheads, worshipping God with these words, ‘Amen. 
Praise and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and  
honour and power and strength to our God for ever and 
ever. Amen.’ 

One of the elders then spoke, and asked me, ‘Do you 
know who these people are, dressed in white robes, and 
where they have come from?’ I answered him, ‘You can 
tell me, my Lord.’ Then he said, ‘These are the people 
who have been through the great persecution, and they 
have washed their robes white again in the blood of the 
Lamb.’ 

 
Responsorial Psalm                Ps 23:1-6. R. see v.6 

(R.) Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.    
 

1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, the world and 
all its peoples. It is he who set it on the seas; on the  
waters he made it firm. (R.) 
 

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? Who shall 
stand in his holy place? The man with clean hands and 
pure heart, who desires not worthless things. (R.) 

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord  and reward 
from the God who saves him. Such are the men who 
seek him, seek the face of the God of Jacob. (R.) 
 

Second Reading                 1 Jn 3:1-3 

A reading from the first letter of St John  
We shall see God as he really is. 

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, 
by letting us be called God’s children; and that is what 
we are. Because the world refused to acknowledge him, 
therefore it does not acknowledge us. My dear people, 
we are already the children of God but what we are to 
be in the future has not yet been revealed; all we know 
is, that when it is revealed we shall be like him because 
we shall see him as he really is. Surely everyone who 
entertains this hope must purify himself, must try to be 
as pure as Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel                  Mt 5:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat 
down and was joined by his disciples. Then he began to 
speak. This is what he taught them: 
‘How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
Happy the gentle: they shall have the earth for their  
heritage. 
Happy those who mourn: they shall be comforted. 
Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: they 
shall be satisfied. 
Happy the merciful: they shall have mercy shown them. 
Happy the pure in heart: they shall see God. 
Happy the peacemakers: they shall be called sons of God. 
Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you 
and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in  
heaven.’ 

Gospel Acclamation                 Mt 11:28 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come to me, all you that labour and are 
burdened, and I will give you rest, says the 
Lord. Alleluia! 



   

 

Offertory Antiphon           Wis 3:1-2.3  
The Souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no 
torment shall touch them. They seemed in view of 
the foolish to be dead; but they are in peace Alleluia.              
 

1.   The Lord is close to contrite of heart and he will save 
the humble of spirit.             

Communion Antiphon         Mt 5:8-10 

Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see 
God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called children of God. Blessed are they who are 
persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

1.  O magnify the Lord with me, together let us extol his 
name.          
 

2.  I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and  
delivered me from all my fears.           
 

3.  The angel of the Lord encamps around those who 
fear him to rescue them.   

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into 
hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come 
 to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Through the intercession of all the saints, let us 
make our needs known to our loving God.                 
     
 

Reader: We prayer for God’s holy Church, may it continue to 
be a school of holiness and a refuge for sinners who long to 
see God’s face. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
 

Reader: We prayer for leaders of nations, may they embrace 
mercy, compassion and humility as they exercise authority 
and leadership as they guide people and nations through this 
pandemic. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
 
  

Reader: We prayer for those who are persecuted due to their 
religion, creed, or culture, may they find safe refuge and be 
granted freedom of expression. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for all gathered here, may we answer the 
call to holiness and may our lives proclaim God’s love and 
peace.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We prayer for those in the community preparing for 
First Holy Communion and Confirmation may they join the 
angels and saints in praising God. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
 

Reader: We pray for those who have died and all those we 
mourn and pray for during this month of November. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.        
 
 

Leader: God of everlasting love, in the lives of your saints 
your mercy and compassion are revealed. Hear our prayers 
that in embracing the Beatitudes, we might build your  
kingdom here on earth.   
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    
All:  Amen.    

 
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   



 
 

 
 

COVID-19  UPDATED REGULATIONS  
FACE MASKS  
WEARING OF FACE MASKS WHEN IN CROWDED PLACES, INCLUDING PLACES OF WORSHIP, IS NOW RECOMMENDED. 

Because we remain together for over 30 minutes at Mass, please bring and wear a face mask when 
coming to Mass. Remember that the primary precautions are still hand sanitising and distancing. 

 

HAND SANITISING  
   PLEASE USE THE HAND SANITISER THAT IS AVAILABLE AT THE CHURCH DOOR.  
 

DISTANCING  
   PLEASE STAY 1.5 metres FROM THE NEXT PERSON AT ALL TIMES. That means all around you, not just 
side to side. This applies when at your place in a pew or when processing to receive Holy Communion. The only 
people who can sit closer than 1.5 m are people from the same household. That DOES NOT include family 
members who live elsewhere! 
 ALSO -- PLEASE DO NOT CONGREGATE BEFORE OR AFTER MASS ANYWHERE INSIDE OR OUTSIDE THE 
CHURCH.  If you need to speak to someone call them by phone when you get home.  

 

 ARE YOU FEELING UNWELL? 
You will be asked this question when you prepare to enter the Church. 
If you are feeling unwell you will be told that you need to return home. Please do so. 
If you are, in fact, unwell, please stay home in the first place and contact your GP. 
REMINDER. If you are 70 years of age or older, it is recommended that you stay at home.  
 DISPENSATION FROM THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION REMAINS IN FORCE TILL FURTHER NOTICE. 
 
          ———————————————- 
COVID-19  REGOLAMENTO AGGIORNATO  
MASCHERE   
INDOSSATE LE MASCHERE QUANDO VI TROVATE IN LUOGHI AFFOLLATI, COMPRESI I LUOGHI DI ADORAZIONE. 
Poiché restiamo insieme per oltre 30 minuti alla Messa, per favore, portate e indossate una maschera quando 
venite alla Messa.  
Ricordate che le precauzioni principali continuano ad essere sanificazione delle mani e distanziamento tra le 
persone. 
 

SANIFICAZIONE DELLE MANI 
 SIETE PREGATI DI UTILIZZARE IL SANIFICANTE DISPONIBILE AL ENTRATA DELLA CHIESA. 

DISTANZA  
MANTENETE 1.5m di distanza fra tutte le persone IN QUALSIASI MOMENTO.  
Ciò significa in tutte le direzioni intorno a voi, non solo da un lato all'altro. Questo vale quando siete al 
vostro posto in un banco o quando vi mettete in fila per ricevere la Santa Comunione. 
Solo le persone della stessa famiglia possono sedersi più vicino di 1,5 m. Ciò NON INCLUDE i familiari che 
vivono altrove! 
PER FAVORE, NON CONGREGARE PRIMA O DOPO LA MESSA NÉ DALL'INTERNO NÉ ALL'ESTERNO 
DELLA CHIESA. 
Se avete bisogno di parlare con qualcuno, chiamateli al telefono quando ritornate a casa. 

STATE BENE O MALE? 
Vi verrà posta questa domanda quando vi preparate ad entrare nella Chiesa. 
Se non vi sentite bene sarete avvisati di tornare a casa. Per favore fatelo. 
Se, in fatti, non vi sentite bene, vi preghiamo di rimanere a casa e contattare il vostro medico di famiglia. 

PROMEMORIA. Se siete di 70 anni o di più, siete consigliati di rimanere a casa. 
DURANTE QUESTO PERIODO, SIETE DISPENSATI DALL’OBBLIGO DI PARTECIPARE ALLA MESSA DOMENICALE 

 Pope Francis' Christmas liturgies at the Vatican will be offered without public participation this year, as 
countries continue to react to the coronavirus pandemic. During the Christmas season, the pope usually says 
Midnight Mass for the Nativity of the Lord in St. Peter's Basilica Dec. 24, and on Christmas Day he gives the 
"Urbi et Orbi" blessing from the central loggia of the basilica. In past years he has also prayed First Vespers 
on Dec. 31 followed by a Mass on Jan. 1 for the Solemnity of Mary 
Mother of God, both in St. Peter's Basilica. 
 

These events are not listed on Pope Francis' public schedule for 2020, 
except for the Christmas Day "Urbi et Orbi" blessing. The pope is still 
slated to give all of his typical Angelus addresses and to hold the 
Wednesday general audience every week, except that of Christmas. 
 

© Vatican City, Oct 26, 2020 / 11:13 am MT (CNA)  

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


 
 
 
 

 

School References:  
If you require a high school reference from Fr Michael, please 
submit to the Parish office all of the following documentation  

1 The relevant part of the School Nomination Form to be 

filled out by the Parish Priest with details - such as the 
name of your child, start year for the high school, Parish 
and Parish Priest; 

2 A photo of your child who is being nominated, with the 

other members of the family, if possible (family photo); 

3 One-page biography of family’s involvements and 

commitments in the life of the Parish and primary school, 
past and present, include membership details of your 
Parish Planned Giving Program and ensure you are on the 
Parish census.  

4 Other relevant information, eg community roles, other 

financial commitments to the Parish and schools; 

5 A stamped, pre-addressed envelope addressed to the 

school.  
The Parish Priest Reference is sent directly to the high 
school.    Thank you. 

Over the next few weekends many of our younger 
parishioners will make their First Holy Communion at 

Parish Masses.  
Each Mass will have six children and their families.  

In these COVID 19 restricted times the preparation and 
celebrations have been delayed.  

The Parish Church still has an 80 people per celebration 
limit according to the 4 square metre rule that applies. The 

Masses will be full, and I ask your patience and 
consideration at this time. The children and families have 

been waiting for this day and we will do all we can 
considering the restrictions to make these celebrations 

special.  
First Holy Communion Masses will be:  

7/8 November 2020  
5.30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass 

9.00am Sunday Mass  
10:30am Sunday Mass  
6.00pm Sunday Mass  

14/15 November 2020  

5.30pm Saturday Vigil Mass 
10:30am Sunday Mass  
21/22 November 2020   

5.30pm - Saturday Vigil Mass  
9.00am - Sunday - Pope Francis Award Mass   

10:30am - Sunday Mass 

28/29 November 2020  

10:30am - Sunday Mass   

It is recommended to book to 
attend any of the above Masses. 

Bookings can be made online  
on our  

Parish Website.   

      
         Enrolling now for 2021 

At the beginning of 2021,  
our building project will be completed and children 

will be learning in new contemporary learning 
spaces. With the impact of COVID, finances may be 

stretched but no Catholic child will be denied a 
Catholic education due to financial hardship. If you 
wish to enrol your child for 2021 in Kindergarten 

or in other classes, please contact the school on 
91813042 or call in at the school office to collect 

an enrolment form.  

 
 St Mark’s Parish  

Sacrament of Confirmation 2020  
This week our Confirmation candidates begin 

their preparation for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  

The Celebration of the Sacrament for the 2020 
candidates is proposed to be held in February 
2021, subject to the availability of the Bishop. 

PRAYER FOR CONFIRMATION 
Lord, You send out Your Spirit to touch the hearts of all 

people, so that they may believe in You and in Jesus 
whom You sent.  

Look kindly on all candidates for Confirmation as they 
listen to Your voice.  

Open their hearts to Your Spirit and bring to fulfilment 
the good work that You have begun in them. 

 As we prepare these children for Confirmation, make 
each of us an instrument of Your love.  

Teach us to appreciate what is holy in others, and to be 
patient with what we do not understand.  

Deepen our faith in the Gospel and help us to pass it on 
by our example.  

We pray that You will continue to guide us and sustain 
us. Through Christ our Lord,  

Amen.  

https://www.stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au/enrolment


Keep them in  Your Prayers 

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend 
Mass on  

- St Mark’s Website -  

Register with trybooking 
before 4pm M - F  

Registrations essential    

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am &  
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
St Mark’s limit is 80 at Mass. 
(seating is in the nave, gallery,  

back foyer and sanctuary).  

   Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community: Rosa Ilacqua,  
Marguerite Rushworth, Lucila Garcia De Rincón  
Debra Swetz, Peter Gale, Joseph Abbonizio,  
Rocco Zoccali, Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni,  
Meagan Ficarra, Lina Giannandrea, Rita Arcidiacono and 
Brian McCarthy & all St. Mark’s Parish community members 
unwell at this time. 
 

Recently Deceased, Anniversaries & those we are 
remembering this November the month of the Holy Souls. 
During November the Church invites us into prayer for the 
souls in purgatory.  
The Church on earth prays for the souls in purgatory that 
they may be purified and welcomed into Heaven.  
Our prayer, and especially our greatest prayer - the Mass - 
aids the souls on their journey to Heaven.  
Throughout November we celebrate the memory of our 
deceased family, friends, parishioners, neighbours, locally, 
nationally and globally.    
     May they rest in peace.  

Mass of Holy Souls - On Monday 2 November on the 
Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed (All Soul’s Day) 
we will have two Masses at St Mark’s -  

Monday 2 November at 8.00am & 6.00pm (additional Mass) 

 

We Remember:  

St Mark’s WWI  Memorial Board  
 

1. Edmund Henry (Jack) Collins  

2. Joseph Ignatius Connell  

3. John Stephen Coolahan  

4. Bernard Patrick Dawson   

5. Michael Hawley  

6. Peter Bernard Joseph O’Reilly  

7. Arvan James Prichard  

8. James Stuart Duncan Weir  

9. Colin Geoffrey Wilson  

10. John Michael Joseph Wills  

November Mass Offerings: 
The month of November is dedicated to 

remember the Holy Souls of those who have 
died.  

To include your remembrance in all Masses 
during the month of November and to be 

included in the 
St Mark’s Remembrance book, envelopes are 

available in the Church.  

This week many of the 
priests of the 

Archdiocese of Sydney 
attended the Cathedral 
for the delayed Chrism 

Mass at which they 
renewed their 

promises made at 
Ordination and the 

Holy Oils, for the Sick, 
Catechumens (oil used to anoint those preparing to 

become Christians) and Chrism (oil used in Baptism, 
Confirmation, Ordinations of Priests and Bishops, 

consecration of Churches and Altars) were Blessed and 
Consecrated. We use these oils regularly and they are a 

link with the Bishop and the wider Church. These oils are 
kept in the Church near the shrine of Our Lady. We pray 

for all who will receive anointing this year in our 
community of faith.  

The programme for the Mass is on the notice board with 
the prayers of Blessing and Consecration. 

        

       Due to COVID 19  
        St Mark’s Annual Parish  

          Carols on the Lawn  
         will not take  

        place this December  

With restrictions on church attendance at 
Masses, using the four square metre rule,  

St Mark’s Parish Church allowance is 80 people.  
Please register for Mass and it is recommended 

to wear a mask at Masses.  

LOST PROPERTY: At last Saturday’s Vigil Mass an umbrella 
was lost or mistakenly pick up with the Audi logo on it. If 
found could you please return to the Parish office. Thank you.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER 

 *  Mary ’s statue isn ’t garbage for Joseph          
*  Why I became Catholic: Chrissy ’s story.       

* Brenton the tradie loves live-streamed Mass  
*  Gay civil unions. What ’s the score?  

Gospel Reflection 
Saints are sometimes regarded as ‘Catholic superheroes’. Stories of miraculous and remarkable deeds abound, though 
more in the vein of conversions and cures than speeding bullets and tall buildings. But to get caught up on the Saints of 
the stained glass windows is to overlook the vast majority of saints. You see, a saint is anybody whose soul is in heaven. 
The Church celebrates a certain number of Saints whose lives provide a glimpse of God for the rest of the Church. But 
there are many, many more saints whose glimpse of God was only ever experienced by their family, friends and those 
with whom they worked. The feast of ALL Saints is an opportunity to remember and reflect on the lives of those saints 
who’ve been known and loved by just a few and whose sphere of influence was such that they will never be recognised as 
Saints by the universal Church. 

Today’s gospel, the Beatitudes, from the Sermon on the Mount describes perfectly those ‘lower case s’ saints we  
celebrate in this feast day. The Beatitudes are sometimes referred to in parallel with the Ten Commandments. However, 
the Beatitudes are not ‘rules’ or ‘instructions’ for life as the Commandments are. They are more in line with a strategy that  
today we would call ‘positive reinforcement’. They celebrate those who respond to God’s call through particular attitudes 
towards life and towards others. Jesus presents them to the disciples and the crowd as images to inspire imitation. They’re 
not hard and fast rules for life, but attitudes for life; the Be-Attitudes, so to speak. Those who live with these attitudes in 
this life are to be celebrated – ‘Happy are you’ – for they will be saints. They will be welcomed into communion with God in 
heaven. 

Scriptural context – Kingdom Attitudes 
Unlike the Ten Commandments, which describe the rules for life on earth for the ancient Jews, the Beatitudes describe the 
character or attitudes of people of the Kingdom of God. Like the many Kingdom parables that appear later in this gospel 
(esp. chapter 13), the Beatitudes present an image of what the Kingdom is like without an explicit explanation of the  
Kingdom. By praising and honouring the attitudes of the Kingdom, Jesus paints a picture of what life could be and should 
be like if we choose to live in the Kingdom of God. 

Living the gospel – Calling on the Saints  
Saints play an important role in the devotional life of many Catholic people, but it is a role that causes some confusion for 
other traditions. Whilst all prayer is directed to God, sometimes that prayer may be directed through one of the Saints or a 
Saint is called upon to pray on behalf of the petitioner. Images of people kneeling before statues of Saints has led to a 
misconception that Catholics pray to Saints, rather than to God through the Saint. The Litany of the Saints, with its ‘Pray 
for us’ response, calls on the Saints to intercede for us. 
 

Have you thought? – Making Saints 
Despite media reports that the Church, or the Pope, has ‘made’ a person a Saint, the Church is quite clear that what it 
does is recognise a person as a Saint, not make them a Saint. This is what happens through the process of canonisation; 
a person is ‘formally recognised’ as a Saint by the Church. We might say that it is God who makes Saints, not the Church. 
The Church formally recognises the saintliness of particular people partly to provide inspiration and example to others. 
The Church tells the stories of its Saints to keep alive their inspiration.           © Greg Sunter 

Patricia & Tony Ficarra  

On behalf of the Archbishop  
Fr Michael presented Pat & Tony 
with the 2020 Dempsey Medal.  

On behalf of the Parish we thank 
them for their many years of 

dedication, teachings and support 
in helping to build our community.  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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