
From Friday 23 October, restrictions on 
church attendance will be eased further 
to allow for up to 300 attendees at 
Masses, as long as churches follow a four 
square metre rule. 
 
Churches are required to keep records of   

 all attending Masses for contact tracing purposes and the 
 NSW Government recommends that church-goers continue 
 to wear face masks when attending Mass.  
 
 At St Mark’s using the four square metre rule our 
 attendance numbers DO NOT change with the allowance 
 of 80 people in the Church. We ask you to register your 
 attendance (especially for the Sunday Masses) and this can 
 be done on the Parish Website with trybooking.  
 https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/ 

 

We are all used to terms of engagement in this COVID - 19 
age. There are new rules for engagement. We have to 
sanitise, stay 1.5 meters away, protocols around coughing 
or sneezing, staying away if we are unwell, being tested if 
we have any symptoms, isolating ourselves until we have 
the results of the test and many more conventions and 
rules. In the book of Exodus, we have the rules for treating 
different people within the community. The message is 
that God hears the cries of the poor and will answer them 
if we do not, because God is compassionate and calls his 
people to be the same. 
 

Jesus is being tested in the Gospel with another difficult 
and loaded question. His answer could give offence and 
get him into trouble. He answers brilliantly combining the 
ancient law of God in “ Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength”  
(Dt 6:5) and “ Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against 
anyone among your people, but love your neighbour as 
yourself” (Lv 19:18). On these depend the whole law and 
prophets. The love of God involves the whole person 
mind, heart and soul, not just intellectual assent to the 
existence of God. This needs to be lived out in what we do 
and say. 
 

In these testing times we can easily put our faith to one 
side and say we have important things to do, as we saw in 
the parable of those invited to the wedding feast who 
were otherwise engaged to busy other interests not 
interested or even hostile (Mt 22:1-14). God needs to be at 
the centre of our lives not an added extra or squeezed in 
when we have time but front and centre. Everything else 
finds its appropriate place in our lives and if we truly love 
God it will be reflected in our love and service of others. 
Family life, being a concerned 
citizen, being aware of the needs 
of others gives us plenty of 
opportunities for love and service 
of those in need to whom we can 
truly be a neighbour.  

          Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ   
 Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

Every Tuesday in October  
St Mark’s Rosary & Spiritual Talk ZOOM at 7.30pm  

Join our Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 940 6411 7421 

Passcode: 332047 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon               Cf. Ps 104:3-4 

Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the 
Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face. 
1.   Give glory to the Lord and call upon his name; make 
known among the nations his deeds.                  
 

2.   Look to the Lord and be strengthened, seek his face 
for evermore, remember his marvellous works which he 
has done.                
 

3.   O children of Abraham his servant. O descendants of 
the Jacob he chose.           
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading                  Ex 22:20-26 

A reading from the book of Exodus 
If you are harsh with the widow or the orphan, my anger will rage against you. 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of Israel this,  
“You must not molest the stranger or oppress him, for 
you lived as strangers in the land of Egypt. You must not 
be harsh with the widow, or with the orphan; if you are 
harsh with them, they will surely cry out to me, and be 
sure I shall hear their cry; my anger will flare and I shall 
kill you with the sword, your own wives will be widows, 
your own children orphans. 
 

“If you lend money to any of my people, to any poor man 
among you, you must not play the usurer with him: you 
must not demand interest from him. 
 

“If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you must give  
it back to him before sunset. It is all the covering he has; 
it is the cloak he wraps his body in; what else would he 
sleep in? If he cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of 
pity.”’ 

Responsorial Psalm               Ps 17:2-4. 47. 51. R. v.2 

(R.) I love you, Lord, my strength.   
 

1. I love you, Lord, my strength, my rock, my fortress,  
my saviour. My God is the rock where I take refuge; my 
shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. The Lord is  
worthy of all praise: when I call I am saved from my foes. 
(R.) 
 

2. Long life to the Lord, my rock! Praised be the God who 
saves me. He has given great victories to his king and 
shown his love for his anointed. (R.) 

Second Reading                1 Thes 1:5-10 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 
You turned away from idols to serve God and await his Son. 

You observed the sort of life we lived when we were 
with you, which was for your instruction, and you were 
led to become imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it 
was with the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took to the 
gospel, in spite of the great opposition all round you. 
This has made you the great example to all believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia since it was from you that the 
word of the Lord started to spread – and not only 
throughout Macedonia and Achaia, for the news of your 
faith in God has spread everywhere. We do not need to 
tell other people about it: other people tell us how we 
started the work among you, how you broke with idola-
try when you were converted to God and became serv-
ants of the real, living God; and how you are now wait-
ing for Jesus, his Son, whom he raised from the dead, 
to come from heaven to save us from the retribution 
which is coming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel                 Mt 22:34-40 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
You shall love the Lord your God and your neighbour as yourself. 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the  
Sadducees they got together and, to disconcert him, one 
of them put a question, ‘Master, which is the greatest  
commandment of the law?’ Jesus said, ‘You must love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first  
commandment. The second resembles it: you must love 
your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments 
hang the whole Law, and the Prophets also.’ 

Gospel Acclamation                 Jn 14:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my words, and my 
Father will love them and we will come to them. 
Alleluia! 

The homily is a means of bringing the scriptural 
message to life in a way that helps the faithful to 

realise that God’s word is present and at work in their 
everyday lives.  

The homily has special importance due to its 
eucharistic context: it surpasses all forms of 

catechesis as the supreme moment in the dialogue 
between God and his people which leads up to 

sacramental communion.  



   

 

Offertory Antiphon          Ps118:107.125  
O Lord, for the sake of your promise give me life, 
that I may know your decrees.              
 

1.   I will take delight in your statutes I will not forget your 
words.             
 

2.   Deal with your servant according to your great mercy 
and take not the word of truth out of my mouth.  

Communion Antiphon         Eph 5:2 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, as a  
fragrant offering to God. 
 

1.  Rejoice in the Lord you just praise becomes the  
upright.             
 

2.  The Lord’s eyes are on those who fear him, who 
hope in his merciful love.          
 

3.  Our soul is waiting for the Lord. He is our help and 
our shield.  

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into 
hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come 
 to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Knowing God’s compassionate love for all those in 
need, let us turn to him in prayer.                
     
 

Reader: We pray for the holy Church, may all ministries  
serving orphans and vulnerable adults be prospered. 
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
 

Reader: We pray for leaders of nations, may they work  
together to offer safe refuge to those fleeing violence,  
persecution, and war in their home countries.   (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
 
  

Reader: We pray for all who faithfully put the love of  
neighbour into practice, that these daily Good Samaritans 
will sow the seeds of a new humanity. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the Plenary Council that they give us 
wisdom so we may each profoundly answer the question, 
“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this 
time?” (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray children who prepare for the First Holy 
Communion, that they may know and share the wonderful 
gift of Jesus’ friendship. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: We pray that those who have died will be raised to 
eternal life. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.        
 

Leader: God of mercy and kindness, you call us to care for 
the vulnerable and to serve those in need. Hear our prayers 
that we might always follow your commandments to love you 
and to love our neighbour as ourselves.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    
All:  Amen.    

 
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

 
 Jesus clarifies the link between love of God 

and love of neighbour. God loves us so intensely  

and personally that we are here, with all our      

 individual characteristics; our answering  

       love must involve ourselves.  

       The command: Love God with your  

      whole self is a statement about     

          relationship. And our  

      love of God is  

      expressed above  

      all in our love  

       of neighbour.   



 
Wednesday November 11th, 5 – 6 pm | Zoom 

(Link confirmed on registration) 
The release of Laudato Si’ by Pope Francis in 2015 
was hailed as a major milestone for ecology and 
environmental action across the world: the encyclical 
offers a framework for Catholics to both understand 
the contemporary climate crisis and take action.  
 

In this timely and interactive event, Dr Celia Deane-
Drummond (Laudato Si’ Institute, Oxford) and  
Fr. Peter Smith (Sydney Catholic Archdiocese), 
discuss the successes, challenges, and possibilities of 
Catholic responses to the climate crisis.  
 

Dr Deane-Drummond and Fr. Smith together bring a 
wealth of theological expertise and practical 
experience on Catholic approaches to ecology and 
climate change, and this is a unique opportunity to 
hear a scholar and practitioner ‘in conversation’ on 
one of the pressing issues of our time.  
Register by emailing: ies@nd.edu.au. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The journey continues .. 
www.plenarycouncil.org.au 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will be launching a 
new Archdiocesan Mission Plan Go Make 

Disciples on 12 December, the Feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, the Star of the New Evangelisation.   
The new plan is aimed at renewing our parishes as 

places of encounter with the living Christ and 
centres of evangelisation and outreach to our 

community in love and mercy.  In the weeks and 
months ahead we ask you to join us in an 

Archdiocesan-wide prayer campaign beginning on 
the Feast of All Saints (1 November), calling on the 
Holy Spirit, to prepare the hearts of each of us and 
of all our parishes and Eucharistic communities to 
receive anew the fire of God’s love and the desire 
to be ever more faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ.  

Prayer for Renewal will be available in next week’s 
Bulletin to start on 1 November 2020.  

 

Towards Assembly 1 

With the calling of the delegates, we begin to work towards Assembly 1 of the Plenary Council in earnest. While 
Discernment continues across the country, delegates will undergo formation and be sent documents in advance. 
These documents will include the THEMATIC DISCERNMENT PAPERS written by the Writing and 
Discernment Groups. 
 

On March 23, we announced more than 250 delegates for the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia, including 
delegates nominated by dioceses, eparchies, ordinariates and a personal prelature. The delegates will represent those 
local churches at the celebration of the Council over two assemblies – originally planned for Adelaide in October 
2020 and in Sydney in mid-2021. 
 

       On April 6, 2020, Assembly 1 was postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic  
   preventing the desired process of discernment and formation for the delegates.  
   As of June 2020, Assembly 1 will be held in Adelaide on October 2-10, 2021 and  
   Assembly 2 will be held in Sydney on July 4-9, 2022. 

            Simple Ways  to Pray as a Family  
                        (in addition to the essentials: Mass, Scripture reading, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the rosary, Penance, etc.) 
1:  Pray at meal time: Make the sign of the Cross and have the kids simply say, “Thank you, Jesus.”  
2:  Wonder at Creation: Help your children to recognize and adore the glory of God in all things: in the ocean; the night sky; the 
forest; etc. The awe experienced through His creation can point the family to appreciate His power, goodness, and love. 
3: Pray through joys & sorrows: Families can pray together in thanksgiving for a good day and for God’s help in difficult times.  
               Praying through both good and bad reminds the family of God’s presence and that he answers all prayers as He sees fit. 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/continuing-the-journey-of-discernment/


 
 
 

 
 

St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League  
 
 

Any parishioner interested in joining this  
Catholic Women’s League Parish ministry  
in the future is most welcome to attend lunch together 
(supply own lite lunch). Followed by a short meeting 
commencing at 11.30am Friday 30 October 2020  
in the Parish community centre - where there is ample 
space for safe personal distancing.  

Please pray 
for all our 
First Holy 

Communion 
candidates 

who are doing 
their  

preparation 
sessions.   

      
         Enrolling now for 2021 

At the beginning of 2021,  
our building project will be completed and 

children will be learning in new contemporary 
learning spaces. With the impact of COVID, 
finances may be stretched but no Catholic 

child will be denied a Catholic education due 
to financial hardship. If you wish to enrol your 

child for 2021 in Kindergarten or in other 
classes, please contact the school on 91813042 

or call in at the school office to collect an 
enrolment form.  

School References:  
If you require a high school reference from Fr Michael, please 
submit to the Parish office all of the following documentation  

1 The relevant part of the School Nomination Form to be 

filled out by the Parish Priest with details - such as the 
name of your child, start year for the high school, Parish 
and Parish Priest; 

2 A photo of your child who is being nominated, with the 

other members of the family, if possible (family photo); 

3 One-page biography of family’s involvements and 

commitments in the life of the Parish and primary school, 
past and present, include membership details of your 
Parish Planned Giving Program and ensure you are on the 
Parish census.  

4 Other relevant information, eg community roles, other 

financial commitments to the Parish and schools; 

5 A stamped, pre-addressed envelope addressed to the 

school.  
The Parish Priest Reference is sent directly to the high 
school.    Thank you. 

Jesus asks us to remember him 
Each time we receive the Body and Blood of Jesus 

at Mass, we do what Jesus asked us to do. We 
remember him. We adore him in the blessed 

Sacrament, adoration.  
We see at Mass these items can you name them? 

https://www.stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au/enrolment


 

Today we offer warmest congratulations to 
Pat and Tony Ficarra as recipient of the 
Dempsey Medal 2020.  
Our Dempsey Medal recipients have merited 
this award because they have demonstrated 
dedication to the Church’s mission through 

their roles at the Parish of St Mark’s.  
Pat has participated in many of our Parish initiatives in the 1980’s 
- 2000’s. Pat was an RCIA sponsor for 19 years to new members 
to our faith, a coordinator of Lenten groups and Children’s 
Liturgy. As a member of the steering committee introducing the 
Parish Pastoral Council to St Mark’s, then was a member of the 
council for 2 years. Pat has been a Sacramental leader and assisted 
with the Parish ‘Renew’ program.  
Tony celebrated his First Holy Communion at St Mark’s on 
Sunday 25th October - 78 years ago on the Feast of Christ the 
King so his association with St Mark’s goes back to his school 
days. Throughout his life in our Parish his roles have changed 
from Altar boy to Altar server to catechist, he was a Minister of 
the Word and a member of our Parish Finance Committee as well 
as the Parish Pastoral Council. One of Tony’s important initiatives 
was the Parish ‘On Lion’ magazine which he published for many 
years as a record keeper of Parish events. Today’s he still does 
Pastoral care visiting Macquarie hospital and is a catechist at 
Drummoyne Public School. Tony and Pat have always had faith 
which is very important to them as Tony said “faith is to act as a 
measure of a person’s hope and in God’s purposes for us as his 
children.”  Thank you both for the great service you have given to 
God and His Church and St Mark’s Community.  

Keep them in  Your Prayers 

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend 
Mass on  

- St Mark’s Website -  

Register with trybooking 
before 4pm M - F  

Registrations essential    

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am &  
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
St Mark’s limit is 80 at Mass. 
(seating is in the nave, gallery,  

back foyer and sanctuary).  

   Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

Patricia & Tony Ficarra  

We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday  through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s: 
 

Archer Ray Bowers &  
Cara Rae Greco   

 

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

 

November Mass Offerings: 
In preparation for the month of 

November, when we especially remember 
those who have been called to God, the 
month is dedicated to the memory of all  

Holy Souls.   
 

To include your remembrance in all 
Masses during the month and to be 

included in the St Mark’s Remembrance 
book, envelopes are now available. 

Please PRINT CLEARLY so all names can 
be understood.  

Envelopes can be returned to either of the 
collection plates or returned to the Parish 
office. Please return by 29 October to be 

included in the Remembrance book.  

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community: Rosa Ilacqua,  
Marguerite Rushworth, Lucila Garcia De Rincón  
Debra Swetz, Peter Gale, Joseph Abbonizio,  
Rocco Zoccali, Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni,  
Meagan Ficarra, Lina Giannandrea, Rita Arcidiacono 
and Brian McCarthy & all St. Mark’s Parish community 
members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries & those we are remembering at this time:  
Maria Rosa Arcorace, Giuseppe Gallace,  
Giuseppina Di Gregorio, Eduardo Rincon Carusso, 
Maria Zoccali, Sam Ivan Perinch, Ljupko Grgic,  
Guilio Bercich, Antonio Arcorace Patricia Yong and  
Daniel Lao. 
 

Recently Deceased: Fr Silvo Vaccarella, Abraham Lee, 
Lawrie Hamilton and Margaret Tosello. We pray for 
those who have died and offer our prayers to their 
families. May they rest in peace.  

Mass of Holy Souls - On Monday 2 November on the 
Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed (All Soul’s Day) 
we will have two Masses at St Mark’s -  
Monday 2 November at 8.00am & 6.00pm (additional Mass) 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER 

 *  Leave kids alone! Trans activist speaks out.          
*  Pray for us! EXCLUSIVE interview with Chinese cardinal.       

*  Heaven ’s seamstress - Fr John’s favourite.      
*  Beauty beyond compare: A tribute to Mary.    

Vinnies Bins at St Mark’s Parish.  
Due to project works on the driveway the St Vincent de Paul bins are 
no longer available - if you need help or wish to donate our closest 
Vinnies location is Vinnies Rozelle 683 Darling St, Rozelle NSW 2039 
 

Vinnies Centres provide furniture, clothing and household goods to 
people who have been interviewed by Conference Members or the 
Society’s welfare staff and have been assessed as being in need of 
assistance. Vinnies Centres are also a valuable resource for people  
on low incomes, enabling them to buy quality clothing, furniture and 
other household items at an affordable price. The profit from the 
sale of goods from the Centres goes directly towards providing 
resources and support to people in need.  

Gospel Reflection 
Like last week’s gospel, we again have an example of the Pharisees seeking to ‘catch Jesus out’ in his interpretation of 
scripture. The Pharisees were regarded as the great interpreters of the Torah – the Law. To them, ALL the  
commandments were vitally important, not just the Ten Commandments given to Moses with which we are perhaps most 
familiar, but the 613 mitzvot (commandments) contained within the Torah – the first five books of the Bible. These 613 
mitzvot governed all aspects of Jewish life. For the Pharisees to ask Jesus about the ‘greatest’ commandment was a  
blatant challenge to him. Perhaps they expected Jesus to name one commandment and then they could challenge him 
with a whole series of ‘What about …?’ questions.  

Jesus’ answer to the Pharisees highlights their preoccupation with the particulars of the Law contained within scripture.  
In their over-emphasis on the details of religious observance, they have forgotten about the most basic element of faith:  
to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind. Jesus reminds them that being faithful to God isn’t about  
following precise rules but rather it is simply about loving God. With this one sentence, Jesus undermines the power  
position of the Pharisees. If the Law is as simple as ‘Love God’, what need is there of Pharisees to interpret the details of 
the Law? Having pulled the rug out from under them, Jesus follows up with his reminder that the second most important 
commandment is to love your neighbour as yourself. This is a call to compassion and justice that Jesus practised freely 
but was sadly lacking in the religious authorities of his time. 

Scriptural context – Quoting scripture 
The question and response that we see in this gospel passage was a common form of scholarly debate in the Jewish  
tradition. The Pharisees ask Jesus which of the commandments is the greatest. Jesus responds by directly quoting the 
commandment from the ancient scriptures. His reply, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind,’ comes directly from Deuteronomy 6:4. Further, Jesus’ followup, ‘you must love your  
neighbour as yourself,’ comes from Leviticus 19:18. Deuteronomy and Leviticus are two of the first five books of the Bible 
that make up the Jewish Torah, or Law. 

Living the Gospel – Compassion 
Jesus’ words call us to love our neighbour as ourselves. We are called to treat others as we would like to be treated  
ourselves. To be able to do this, we need to picture ourselves in their place – experiencing all that they are experiencing; 
not imposing our own values and circumstances. To see ourselves in the place of another is the key to responding with 
compassion. The origin of the word ‘compassion’ means experiencing with. If we are able to truly ‘experience with’ another 
person perhaps then we can genuinely recognise and respond to their needs. 
 

Gospel Focus – Love your neighbour as yourself 
There is an implicit, or understood, commandment within the command to love your neighbour as yourself. That is, we 
must first love ourselves. Whilst to say someone ‘loves themself’ is used as a criticism of a person who is a bit too vain, 
that is not what is intended here. If we are to love others as we love ourselves we must first be content and happy with 
who we are. It is only when we are comfortable with who we are that we are able to reach out to those around us with 
compassion.                              © Greg Sunter 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

