
 

 

Yours in Christ, Fr John  Pham  

Every Tuesday in October  
St Mark’s Rosary & Spiritual Talk ZOOM at 7.30pm  

Join our Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 940 6411 7421 

Passcode: 332047 

This Mission Sunday the 
Catholic Mission Church Appeal 
highlights the important work 

of the Church in Cambodia, 
which aims to reach out to those who have been 

affected by disability, and give them hope and support 
to live a fulfilling life.  

 

Jesus was close to those who suffered and reached out 
to heal with love and compassion. Catholic Mission this 

year are supporting the work of Jesuit Bishop Kike in 
Cambodia, who reaches out to rebuild the lives of those 
who are suffering from trauma and depression brought 

on through illness and injury caused by landmines.   
To find out more about Bishop Kike and the missionary 

work of the Church in Cambodia, go to 
catholicmission.org.au/Cambodia 

Giving envelopes can be placed in any of the collection 
plates. We thank you for your generosity.  

In this week’s gospel, Jesus reminds us of our priorities in 
life. “Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God 
what belongs to God” is the solid answer that Jesus gave 
to the Jews when they questioned him about paying taxes 
to Caesar. With this answer, Jesus clarifies two things for 
us: 
 

First, religion and politics are separate. Politics cannot 
become religion or enslave religion. At the same time, 
religion also cannot emerge into politics and lose its 
essence. 
 

Second, there are two tasks that each of us need to fulfil 
in life: our duty with society – give back to Caesar, and our 
duty with God – give back to God. Jesus points out that 
since the image engraved on the coin belongs to Caesar,  
it must be returned to Caesar. Similarly, since our souls are 
created in the image and likeness of God, they must also 
be returned to God. But how can we do that?  
 

Here, we need to remember that to earn a coin, we have 
to work hard for it since every single coin we earned is the 
result of our labour. Likewise, to keep our soul in God’s 
image, we also need to work hard for it by imitating Jesus’ 
way of life which is to love, to give, and to forgive.  
 

Perhaps, the best illustration of God's way of loving, giving 
and forgiving is the sacrament of the Eucharist which we 
celebrate at Mass. This sacrament signifies God’s greatest 
love for humanity and for each of us. It is a love of service, 
a self-sacrificing love, a gentle and humble love, a love that 
forgives, and a love that lasts for eternity. So, to live like 
God means we need to serve others with love, to sacrifice 
our time for people around us, to give alms to those in 
need, and to forgive others when they do us wrong.  
 

May God give us help and courage to be opened to the 
graces and mystery of the Eucharist so that we can be 
united with Christ to think, speak, act and live like Christ 
and be worthy to be the image of God here on earth.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
catholicmission.org.au/Cambodia


 

Entrance Antiphon               Cf. Ps 16:6,8 

To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O God; turn 
your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me as the  
apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings  
protect me. 
1.   Hear O Lord a cause that is just, attend to my outcry. 
Give ear unto my prayer.                 
 

2.   Make my steps steadfast in your paths, that my feet 
may not slip.               
 

3.   But as for me I will appear before your sight in justice, 
I shall be satisfied when your glory shall appear.          
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading               Is 45:1.4-6 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.      
I have taken the hand of Cyrus to subdue nations before his countenance. 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whom he 
has taken by his right hand to subdue nations before him 
and strip the loins of kings, to force gateways before him 
that their gates be closed no more: 
It is for the sake of my servant Jacob, of Israel my cho-
sen one, that I have called you by your name, conferring 
a title though you do not know me. 
I am the Lord, unrivalled; there is no other God besides 
me. Though you do not know me, I arm you that men 
may know from the rising to the setting of the sun that, 
apart from me, all is nothing.  

Responsorial Psalm               Ps 95:1. 3-5. 7-10. R. v.7 

(R.) Give the Lord glory and honour.  
 

1. O sing a new song to the Lord, sing to the Lord all the 
earth. Tell among the nations his glory and his wonders 
among all the peoples.  (R.) 
 

2. The Lord is great and worthy of praise, to be feared 
above all gods; the gods of the heathens are naught. 
It was the Lord who made the heavens. (R.) 
 

3. Give the Lord, you families of peoples, give the Lord 
glory and power, give the Lord the glory of his name. 
Bring an offering and enter his courts.  (R.) 

4. Worship the Lord in his temple.  O earth, tremble before 
him. Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’ He will judge 
the peoples in fairness. (R.) 

Second Reading                1 Thes 1:1-5 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 
We are mindful of your faith, hope, and love.  

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Church in  
Thessalonika which is in God the Father and the Lord  
Jesus Christ; wishing you grace and peace from God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We always mention you in our prayers and thank God for 
you all, and constantly remember before God our Father 
how you have shown your faith in action, worked for love 
and persevered through hope, in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We know, brothers, that God loves you and that you have 
been chosen, because when we brought the Good News 
to you, it came to you not only as words, but as power 
and as the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel                 Mt 22:15-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Give to Caesar the things that belong to Caesar and to God the things that are God’s. 

The Pharisees went away to work out between them how to 
trap Jesus in what he said. And they sent their disciples to 
him, together with the Herodians, to say, ‘Master, we know 
that you are an honest man and teach the way of God in an 
honest way, and that you are not afraid of anyone, because 
a man’s rank means nothing to you. Tell us your opinion, 
then. Is it permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’ But 
Jesus was aware of their malice and replied, ‘You  
hypocrites! Why do you set this trap for me? Let me see the 
money you pay the tax with.’ They handed him a denarius, 
and he said, ‘Whose head is this? Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ 
they replied. He then said to them, ‘Very well, give back to 
Caesar what belongs to Caesar – and to God what belongs 
to God. 

Gospel Acclamation             Phil 2:15. 16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Shine on the world like bright stars; you are 
offering it the word of life. 
Alleluia! 

The homily is a means of bringing the scriptural 
message to life in a way that helps the faithful to 

realise that God’s word is present and at work in their 
everyday lives.  

The homily has special importance due to its 
eucharistic context: it surpasses all forms of 

catechesis as the supreme moment in the dialogue 
between God and his people which leads up to 

sacramental communion.  



 

   

 

Offertory Antiphon             Ps118:47.48  
I will mediate on your commandments which I have 
loved exceedingly and I shall lift up my hands to 
your commandments which I have loved.             
 

1.   Remember your word to your servant in which you 
have made me hope. This is my comfort in affliction that 
your promise gives me life.            
 

2.   The law of your mouth is to me more precious than 
large quantities of silver and of gold.   

Communion Antiphon       Cf. Ps 32:18-19 

Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear 
him, who hope in his merciful love, to rescue their 
souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.  
 

1.  Rejoice in the Lord O you just praise becomes the 
upright.             
 

2.  Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the  
people he has chosen as his own.         
 

3.  Our soul is waiting for the Lord. He is our help and 
our shield.  

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into 
hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come 
 to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: With trust in God’s love and care for all his  
creatures, let us bring our needs before the Lord.               
     
 

Reader: We pray for leaders of the Church, in joy may they 
dedicate their lives to serving God in truth and to caring for 
his people, especially the most vulnerable. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
 

Reader: We pray for the human family. May Pope Francis’ 
appeal for a new spirit of global friendship break down all 
barriers between us.   (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
 
  

Reader: We pray for the church on this Mission Sunday.  
May all the baptised embrace their mission to go forth and  
proclaim the good news.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the HSC student’s that the Holy Spirit 
be their helper and guide them as they sit for their  
examinations, that their families and our community continue 
with practical and prayerful support.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the Plenary Council, help us to become 
a synodal Church that listens, and realise that listening “is 
more than simply hearing”. We pray that we listen deeply to 
one another and that the stories of our faith and the Church 
transform our hearts.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for children who prepare for the First Holy 
Communion, that they and their families may know and 
share the wonderful gift of Jesus’ friendship. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: We pray that those who have died will enjoy eternal 
life with God.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.        
 

Leader: Loving God, your ways are truth and life. Hear our 
prayers and help us to keep our hearts set on your kingdom 
that is to come. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
All:  Amen.    

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

Father,  
You will your Church to be the sacrament of 

salvation for all peoples.  
Make us feel more urgently the call to work  

for the salvation of all,  
until you have made us all one people.  

Inspire the hearts of all your people to continue the 
saving work of Christ everywhere  

until the end of the world.  

Pope Francis message for World Mission Sunday 2020  
 

The theme for World Mission Sunday this year is taken 
from Isaiah: “Here am I, send me” Pope Francis urged 
Catholics around the world to 
‘listen to the call to mission’ 
Sunday. He invited us to 
discern our mission within the 
Church. He said: “Let us ask 
ourselves: are we prepared to 
welcome the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives, to listen 
to the call to mission, whether 
in our life as married couples or as consecrated persons 
or those called to the ordained ministry, and in all the 
everyday events of life?” 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Month October 
As a family, we’re praying for …… 

         ________   

 

         ________   

 
Goals for the family: 

 ________________________ 

 

 ________________________ 

Place a gift of a flowers on “Our Lady’s Altar  

during the month of October.  

October 18 | Luke 

One of the four Evangelists credited with writing 
the Gospels, he also wrote the Acts of the Apostles. 
Read one of his chapters today. 

October 22 | John Paul II 

Pope John Paul II was born 100 years ago and was 
one of the great recent popes. Ask your parents, or 
grandparents, what they remember about him. 

October 28 | National First Responders Day 

This day is dedicated to people who are first to help 
during natural disasters. The idea of first responders 
has expanded this year as battling the COVID-19 
pandemic has changed the way we live. Pray for all 
who have helped during this crisis. 

October 28 | Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles 

These are the holy men whom the Lord chose in his 
own perfect love; to them he gave eternal glory.  

 

The Journey continues .. 
www.plenarycouncil.org.au 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/


 
 
 
 

 

St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League  
 
 

Any parishioner interested in joining this  
Catholic Women’s League Parish ministry  
in the future is most welcome to attend lunch together 
(supply own lite lunch). Followed by a short meeting 
commencing at 11.30am Friday 30 October 2020  
in the Parish community centre - where there is ample 
space for safe personal distancing.  

Please pray 
for all our 
First Holy 

Communion 
candidates 

who are doing 
their  

preparation 
sessions.   

      
         Enrolling now for 2021 

At the beginning of 2021,  
our building project will be completed and 

children will be learning in new 
contemporary learning spaces. With the 

impact of COVID, finances may be 
stretched but no Catholic child will be 

denied a Catholic education due to 
financial hardship. If you wish to enrol 

your child for 2021 in Kindergarten or in 
other classes, please contact the school on 
91813042 or call in at the school office to 

collect an enrolment form.  

We ask God to bless all students 

embarking on their HSC exams.    
 

Almighty God, 

You have all of our HSC students in 

your keeping. 

We ask you to give them a clear head 

and sharp mind. 

May they be affirmed in their efforts 

and may they know that you are there 

with them. 

We pray that they will stay calm under 

pressure and perform to the best of 

their ability. 

Amen. 

https://www.stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au/enrolment


Keep them in  Your Prayers 

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend 
Mass on  

- St Mark’s Website -  

Register with trybooking 
before 4pm M - F  

Registrations essential    

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am &  
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
St Mark’s limit is 80 at Mass. 
(seating is in the nave, gallery,  

back foyer and sanctuary).  

   Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community: Rosa Ilacqua,  
Lucila Garcia De Rincón Debra Swetz, Peter Gale, 
Joseph Abbonizio, Rocco Zoccali, Patricia Ryan, 
Carolina Bastoni, Meagan Ficarra, Lina Giannandrea, 
Rita Arcidiacono and Brian McCarthy & all St. Mark’s 
Parish community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries & those we are remembering at this time:  
Giuseppina Di Gregorio, Eduardo Rincon Carusso, 
Maria Zoccali, Sam Ivan Perinch, Ljupko Grgic,  
Guilio Bercich, Gemma Holmes, Maria Paino,  
Antonio Arcorace Patricia Yong, Daniel Lao and  
Alejandro Rincon.  
 

Recently Deceased: Abraham Lee, Lawrie Hamilton,  
Margaret Tosello and Peter Cotter 
We pray for those who have died and offer our prayers 
to their families. May they rest in peace.  

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

Patricia & Tony Ficarra  

Due to illness last Sunday’s award 
ceremony was postponed and will 

now take place on Sunday 25 
October at 10:30am Mass.  

All Welcome 

We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday  through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s: 
Oliver Andre Garcez  

and we congratulate his parents. 
   God bless you. 

 

November Mass Offerings: 
In preparation for the month of 

November, when we especially remember 
those who have been called to God, the 
month is dedicated to the memory of all  

Holy Souls.   
 

To include your remembrance in all 
Masses during the month and to be 

included in the St Mark’s Remembrance 
book, envelopes are now available. 

Please PRINT CLEARLY so all names can 
be understood.  

Envelopes can be returned to either of the 
collection plates or returned to the Parish 
office. Please return by 29 October to be 

included in the Remembrance book.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


Gospel Reflection 
The gospel writer presents this episode as a deliberate attempt by the Pharisees to trap Jesus and turn the people against 
him. Their plan was a good one, with no apparent ‘safe’ answer: is it permissible (within Jewish tradition) to pay taxes to 
Caesar or not? If Jesus were to answer that it is not permissible to pay taxes then he would be identified as a rebel and a 
threat to Roman authority – leaving himself open to severe punishment. If he were to answer that it was permissible to pay 
the taxes he would have alienated a lot of his audience who resented the taxes imposed by Rome.  

Instead of falling into the trap set by the Pharisees, Jesus approaches the question in a completely different way. He asks 
them to show him the money with which they pay the tax. Immediately, he has turned the tables on them. He doesn’t  
appear to carry any of the coin in question and yet the Pharisees’ disciples carry them as a matter of habit. They are  
asking if it is permissible to pay the tax and yet freely carry the coin with which the tax is paid. Jesus shows up the  
hypocrisy of their question by forcing them to reveal their own position in the simple action of producing one of the Roman 
coins. Jesus then closes the dispute by instructing them to render (give) to Caesar what belongs to Caesar but, more  
importantly, render to God what belongs to God. In a very simple way Jesus has shown up the Pharisees’ disciples as 
being collaborators with the Roman authority and placing that authority above the authority of God. He reminds the  
listeners that regardless of earthly authority, the first duty is owed to God. 

Historical Context – What’s in a face? 
The question of coinage was a problematic one for first century Jews. The tradition – grounded in the commandments  
given to Moses on Mt Sinai – forbade the use of ‘graven’ or carved images. The people of Israel took this prohibition very 
seriously and did not portray the human face in artwork of any kind. Roman coins were minted with the face of the  
emperor on them and it was compulsory that taxes be paid with Roman coin. This helps to explain the role of the Temple 
money-changers who converted the Roman coin into Temple coin that could be used for religious purposes. 

Scriptural context – Jesus and the Pharisees 
The gospel of Matthew tends to treat the Pharisees rather harshly. In fact they had more in common with Jesus’ style of 
teaching than other religious groups of the time and some have suggested that Jesus may even have been quite closely 
associated with the Pharisees. The role of the Pharisees was to interpret the Torah – the Law – for everyday people. They 
were teachers and preachers who often had a group of disciples who were their followers. The community in which the 
gospel of Matthew was written regarded the Pharisees harshly because they saw Jesus – not the Pharisees – as the  
rightful interpreter of the Law. 
 

Different View – A simple question? 
This gospel passage is sometimes interpreted as Jesus’ endorsement of the Christian responsibility to state authorities. It 
has been interpreted as affirming the obligation to pay taxes and participate in the processes of government. In fact, Jesus 
neatly avoided the direct question put to him and never gave a response to the question of paying taxes. Rather, he made 
the question a much broader one and reminded people that their first obligation was to God, not the state. It is an excellent 
example of the need for critical interpretation of scripture. A simple, literal reading of this text leads us to drawing simple, 
literal conclusions about whether or not we should be paying taxes.            © Greg Sunter 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER 

 *  Good to be back: Cardinal Pell catches up with the Pope         
*  We want equality! Victorian faiths speak out      

*  He ’s always with me: Carlo Acutis ’s mum shares her story.      
*  Pell affair: We need an investigation    

Vinnies Bins at St Mark’s Parish.  
Due to project works on the driveway the St Vincent de Paul bins are 
no longer available - if you need help or wish to donate our closest 
Vinnies location is Vinnies Rozelle 683 Darling St, Rozelle NSW 2039 
 

Vinnies Centres provide furniture, clothing and household goods to 
people who have been interviewed by Conference Members or the 
Society’s welfare staff and have been assessed as being in need of 
assistance. Vinnies Centres are also a valuable resource for people  
on low incomes, enabling them to buy quality clothing, furniture and 
other household items at an affordable price. The profit from the 
sale of goods from the Centres goes directly towards providing 
resources and support to people in need.  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

