
 

 

Organising a party or a celebration or even an appointment can 

be very difficult these days. You have to take into consideration 

Covid19 restrictions, do a risk assessment, put in place health 

precautions, travel restrictions, keep ahead of changing 

government conditions, deal with a venue and their own 

proclivities and finally you have to get a response from those 

invited!  
 

The Gospel this Sunday likens the kingdom of heaven to a 

wedding reception or celebration, this has been very complicated 

for current brides and grooms to say nothing of reception centres 

and churches. Some people who have been invited seem 

unwilling, diffident or rude in accepting the invitation. When you 

make an appointment these days for almost anything you might 

get a reminder call and or a text to make sure you are aware of 

the time and place and have not forgotten. This is to avoid 

appointments being missed and the time and resources being 

wasted. 
 

In this very busy world with so much going on people seem to 

forget or worse get a better offer and increasingly fail to show up 

for an appointment, meeting or event. Finalising a guest list can 

be a nightmare if you are organising an occasion. Prioritising our 

relationship with God and our community of the church is an 

enormous issue in our modern world. So many things happen 

now on a Sunday, worship of God seems to be more and more a 

peripheral commitment or something to be squeezed in not an 

absolute or a priority for the day. 
 

I have often said that if we put God at the centre of our lives in 

daily prayer and Sunday worship everything else finds its proper 

place in our lives. To orientate our day towards God by 

beginning with prayer, where we offer God the day well lived 

and focus on pleasing God gives our day focus and meaning. At 

the end of the day to thank and praise God for all the gifts and 

blessings we have received, the people we have met, the 

occasions of God’s presence or when we were not aware of his 

presence, to ask God’s forgiveness and mercy and to thank and 

praise God gives our day a reflective and prayerful end. Sunday 

Mass gives our week a focus, exposes us to the Word of God, 

nourishes us with the bread of life and brings us together in 

worship. 
 

The invitation from God is for all peoples of all times. Let us be 

mindful of those who are denied the Eucharist because of 

restrictions in movement, poverty, incarceration, distance, lack of 

faith, health issues and appreciate the gifts and opportunities we 

have to worship in freedom. Let us take every opportunity to 

“Come to the Feast”. 

          Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
 Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

Every Tuesday in October  
St Mark’s Rosary & Spiritual Talk ZOOM at 7.30pm  

Join our Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 940 6411 7421 

Passcode: 332047 
All Welcome  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon          Ps 129:3-4 

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who 
could stand? But with you is found forgiveness, 
O God of Israel. 
1.   Out of the depths I have cried to you, O Lord; Lord, 
hear my voice.                
 

2.   My soul has trusted  in his words; my soul has trusted 
in the Lord.              
 

3.   Because with the Lord there is mercy, and with him 
plentiful redemption.           
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading               Is 25:6-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.      
The Lord will prepare a feast and will wipe away the tears from every cheek. 

On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will prepare for all 
people a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine wines,  
of food rich and juicy, of fine strained wines. On this 
mountain he will remove the mourning veil covering all 
peoples, and the shroud enwrapping all nations, he will 
destroy Death for ever. The Lord will wipe away the tears 
from every cheek; he will take away his people's shame 
everywhere on earth, for the Lord has said so. That day, 
it will be said: See, this is our God in whom we hoped for 
salvation; the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. 
We exult and we rejoice that he has saved us; for the 
hand of the Lord rests on this mountain. 

Responsorial Psalm                 Ps 22. R. v.6 

(R.) I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life. 
 

1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me  
repose. Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my 
drooping spirit  (R.) 
 

2. He guides me along the right path; he is true to his 
name. If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil 
would I fear. You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. (R.) 
 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my 
foes. My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is  
overflowing.  (R.) 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  all the 
days of my life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for 
ever and ever.  (R.) 

Second Reading                Phil 4:12-14. 19-20 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians. 
I am able to do all things in him who strengthens me. 

I know how to be poor and I know how to be rich too. I 
have been through my initiation and now I am ready for 
anything anywhere: full stomach or empty stomach,  
poverty or plenty. There is nothing I cannot master with 
the help of the One who gives me strength. All the same, 
it was good of you to share with me in my hardships. In 
return my God will fulfil all your needs, in Christ Jesus, as 
lavishly as only God can. Glory to God, our Father, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel                 Mt 22:1-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Whomsoever you find invite to the wedding. 

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 
feast for his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to call those 
who had been invited, but they would not come. Next he sent 
some more servants. “Tell those who have been invited” he 
said “that I have my banquet all prepared, my oxen and  
fattened cattle have been slaughtered, everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding.” But they were not interested: one 
went off to his farm, another to his business, and the rest 
seized his servants, maltreated them and killed them. The 
king was furious. He dispatched his troops, destroyed those 
murderers and burnt their town. Then he said to his servants, 
“The wedding is ready; but as those who were invited proved 
to be unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and invite 
everyone you can find to the wedding.” So these servants 
went out onto the roads and collected together everyone 
they could find, bad and good alike; and the wedding hall 
was filled with guests. When the king came in to look at the 
guests he noticed one man who was not wearing a wedding 
garment, and said to him, “How did you get in here, my 
friend, without a wedding garment?” And the man was silent. 
Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and 
foot and throw him out into the dark, where there will be 
weeping and grinding of teeth.” For many are called, but few 
are chosen.’ 
 

or shorter form             Mt 22:1-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Whomsoever you find invite to the wedding. 

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people: “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 
feast for his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to call those 
who had been invited, but they would not come. Next he sent 
some more servants. “Tell those who have been invited” he 
said “that I have my banquet all prepared, my oxen and  
fattened cattle have been slaughtered, everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding.” But they were not interested: one 
went off to his farm, another to his business, and the rest 
seized his servants, maltreated them and killed them. The 
king was furious. He dispatched his troops, destroyed those 
murderers and burnt their town. Then he said to his servants, 
“The wedding is ready; but as those who were invited proved 
to be unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and invite 
everyone you can find to the wedding.” So these servants 
went out on to the roads and collected together everyone 
they could find, bad and good alike; and the wedding hall 
was filled with guests.’ 

Gospel Acclamation            See Eph 1:17-18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
enlighten the eyes of our heart that we might 
see how great is the hope to which we are 
called. Alleluia! 



 
  

 

Offertory Antiphon            Esther 14:12.13  
Remember me, O Lord, you who rule above all  
power, and give a well-ordered speech in my mouth, 
that my words may be pleasing in the sight of the 
prince.            
 

1.   Turn his heart into hatred of those who oppose us, 
and of, and of those who consent unto them, but deliver 
us by your hand, O God forever.           
 

2.   Remember that I stood in your sight to speak good 
for them and to turn away your indignation from them.  

Communion Antiphon        Ps 33:11 

The rich suffer want and go hungry but those who 
seek the Lord lack no blessing.  
 

1.  I will bless the Lord at all times his praise shall be  
always in my mouth.             
 

2.  O magnify the Lord with me, together let us praise his 
Name.           
 

3.  Come to him and be enlightened that your faces may 
not blush with shame.     

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into 
hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come 
 to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Trusting the Lord of life who calls us by name, let us 
turn to God in prayer.              
     
 

Reader: We pray for all members of the Church, may we 
answer the call of the Lord in our lives to serve him and  
others in love and humility. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
 

Reader: We pray for all who are hungry and malnourished. 
May this week’s World Food Day prompt the well-fed to 
come to their aid.  (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
 
  

Reader: We pray for the Plenary Council: Lord, we pray that 
you accompany us on this pathway and grant that the  
preparation and celebration of the Plenary Council may  
renew the Church and make it humbler and more hopeful 
and beautiful.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the newly ordained priests, John,  
Roberto, Jonathon and Noel, that they will be faithful  
stewards in the vineyard of the Lord.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for those preparing for their First Holy 
Communion in our parish community, may they and their 
families come to a deeper  love of the gift of Holy  
Communion.  (pause) Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 
Reader: We pray that the dead will feast at the eternal  
banquet.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.        
 

Leader: God, our shepherd and guide, through the parables 
your son, Jesus, teaches us the secrets of your kingdom. 
Hear our prayers that in meditating on your word, we might 
grow ever closer to you.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
All:  Amen.    

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

On the Feast of St Francis of Assisi, that passionate and 
poetic missionary of the Gospel, you are invited to read 

the Holy Father’s awaited encyclical,  
“Fratelli Tutti – on Fraternity and Social Friendship”.  

 
The Holy Father speaks to us as ‘fellow travellers... 

children of the same earth ... brothers and sisters all.’  
We are not on this path alone, but together as humanity, 

accompanied by the One who through His great 
sacrifice, calls us to live always with love, mercy and 

compassion for all.”  
 

Read the words of our Holy Father, and then return to it 
with time and space to draw more deeply into the riches 

within! 
Read the encyclical here:  

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
encyclicals/documents/papa-

francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Month October 
As a family, we’re praying for …… 

         ________   

 
Goals for the family: 

    ________________________  

Place a gift of a flowers on “Our Lady’s Altar  

during the month of October.  

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will address some 
of the key ethical challenges posed by COVID19 
from vaccines to support for the unemployed and 
restrictions on churches in a special podcast episode 
of This Catholic Life to be aired on Thursday 15 
October. You’ll find the podcast online here: https://
www.catholicweekly.com.au/category/podcasts/ 

 

The Vatican Congregation for the Evangelisation of 
Peoples has cleared doubts about the postponement 

of the annual Church observance. 
The Catholic Church’s World Mission Day 2020 will 
be observed as usual on October 18, the Vatican said 

on Friday. 
“In response to some requests about the celebration 
of World Mission Day 2020, the Congregation for 

the Evangelisation of Peoples confirms that it will be 
celebrated this year at the universal level on Sunday, 

October 18, with no change in the calendar,” the 
Congregation said in a press release.  

Next weekend our Parish will be holding the annual 
Catholic Mission Church Appeal.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This year we are invited to partner with the Church 

in Cambodia, which is reaching out to those who 
have been affected by disability and giving them 

hope and support to live a fulfilling life.  

October 17 | Ignatius of Antioch 

An early bishop of the Church (he was martyred in 
A.D. 105), as he was being transported to Rome (to 
die) he showed great faith and courage, and asked 
the faithful to pray for him. 

October 18 | Luke 

One of the four Evangelists credited with writing 
the Gospels, he also wrote the Acts of the Apostles. 
Read one of his chapters today. 

October 22 | John Paul II 

Pope John Paul II was born 100 years ago and was 
one of the great recent popes. Ask your parents, or 
grandparents, what they remember about him. 

October 28 | National First Responders Day 

This day is dedicated to people who are first to help 
during natural disasters. The idea of first responders 
has expanded this year as battling the COVID-19 
pandemic has changed the way we live. Pray for all 
who have helped during this crisis. 

October 28 | Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles 

These are the holy men whom the Lord chose in his 
own perfect love; to them he gave eternal glory.  

Giovanni and Santa 
Iacono celebrated 

their 60th Wedding 
Anniversary with 
their family, a 
blessing from  

Fr Michael and a 
visit from their 

matron of honour.   

In the Liturgy of the Hours, Christ accomplishes ‘the work of 
redeeming humankind and giving perfect glory to  

‘God in the Holy Spirit through the Church.’ 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/category/podcasts/
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/category/podcasts/


 
 
 
 

 

 Grow, 

Nourish, 

Sustain. 

Together. 
Our Actions  

are our Future. 

 

16 October 2020  

Churches around the world will be observing Churches' Week of Action on Food from 11-17 October as 
hunger is a stark reality for 26.4 percent of the world’s population. The theme of the World Food Day, which 

falls on 16 October this year, is “Grow, Nourish, Sustain Together.” 
 

The World Council of Churches (WCC) is providing resources, including online prayer services and a series of 
podcasts involving farmers and faith communities from different regions of the world. The voices of youth and 
people living with disabilities will be heard in the context of achieving food sovereignty. 
Two billion people are experiencing moderate or severe levels of food insecurity. 
But ten months into the COVID-19 pandemic, with more than 35 million cases reported worldwide, and more than 
1.03 million lives lost due to the disease, access to food and livelihoods for people around the world has become 
increasingly difficult. The number of people facing acute food insecurity is expected to nearly double to 265 
million in 2020, from 135 million in 2019.  The pandemic is impacting 60% of the world's workforce - 2 billion 
workers - who are in informal employment. Eighty percent of them are in sub-Saharan Africa, where most do not 
have access to a social safety net. It is also estimated that an additional 140 million people will be thrown into 
living in extreme poverty on less than US$1.90 per day in 2020. 
 

“If there is no work—there is no food,” said Celine Osukwu, member of the International Reference Group of 
WCC Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance and the Ecumenical Disability Advocates Network, EDAN.  
“People of faith, deeply rooted in their communities, are responding heroically to this crisis.”  
 

Osukwu recalled the episode of Jesus feeding the multitude, (Matthew 14:13-21). “We have no excuses but to respond 
to this crisis together, sharing what we have, in faith, to ensure that all are fed, leaving nobody behind, and with no 
food being wasted,” she said. During the week, churches will be finding ways to encourage people to “get back to 
the basics” and promote agro-ecological food production that is local, diverse and has a minimal negative impact 
on the earth and people. Dr Manoj Kurian, coordinator of the WCC Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance said  
“Let us ensure that small farmers and indigenous peoples have access to seeds, land, water, resources and 
markets. Let us share resources in solidarity and care for each other, ensuring that all people are entitled to 
adequate, affordable and nutritious food.”  Click here to find our more information  

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/churches-week-of-action-on-food-creates-path-to-grow-nourish-sustain-together
https://www.vinnies.org.au/page/News/National/National_News_Items_2019/Anti_Povery_Week_2019/


Keep them in  Your Prayers 

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend 
Mass on  

- St Mark’s Website -  

Register with trybooking 
before 4pm M - F  

Registrations essential    

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am &  
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
St Mark’s limit is 80 at Mass. 
(seating is in the nave, gallery,  

back foyer and sanctuary).  

   Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community: Debra Swetz, Peter Gale,  
Joseph Abbonizio, Rocco Zoccali, Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni, 
Meagan Ficarra, Lina Giannandrea, Rita Arcidiacono, Fr John Alt,  
Rev Peter Maher, Fr Don Willoughby and Brian McCarthy &  
all St. Mark’s Parish community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries & those we are remembering at this time:  
Maria Zoccali, Sam Ivan Perinch, Ljupko Grgic, Guilio Bercich, 
Gemma Holmes, Maria Paino, Brian Lees, Therese Lees,  
Barbara Walters, Antonio Arcorace, Giuseppe Gallace,  
Patricia Yong, Daniel Lao and Alejandro Rincon.  
 

Recently Deceased: Abraham Lee, Lawrie Hamilton,  
Margaret Tosello and Peter Cotter 
We pray for those who have died and offer our prayers to their 
families. May they rest in peace.  

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

    St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  

Patricia & Tony Ficarra  

October is the month of the holy rosary. 

During this month, which the Church 

has chosen to devote to the rosary, we 

who know and love the rosary need to 

reflect on the rosary more each day. The 

rosary is the prayer in which Mary takes 

us by the hand and shows us the joys and 

sorrows of the life she shared with Her 

son, Jesus.  

It is the prayer, “par excellence”, that is 

most loved by Our Blessed Mother. 

Due to illness last Sunday’s award 
ceremony was postponed and will 

now take place on Sunday 25 
October at 10:30am Mass.  

All Welcome 

We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday  through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s: 
Daithi John Lally,  

Chloe Giselle Di Leo and  
Eli John Minehan  
and we congratulate his parents. 

   God bless you. 

 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


Gospel Reflection 
Who you ate with in Jesus’ time was very important – it reflected your own status. To share table with people who were 
regarded as ‘lesser’ by nature of their lifestyle or illness was seen to lessen the status of other participants. Sharing table 
was as much a political action as it was a social one. This week’s gospel is an important one for understanding Jesus’ 
message of an inclusive kingdom. The king invites all the ‘right’ people to attend his son’s wedding banquet but they 
shame him by refusing his invitation and murdering his messengers. This would have been an extraordinary action in  
Jesus’ time. An invitation to the table of your social superior would not be rejected lightly. To try to save face and regain 
some honour, the king sends his servants to bring in people off the street – the poorest and least socially acceptable  
people. The invitation to the people off the street, ‘bad and good alike’, is a reflection of Jesus’ own attitude to sharing  
table. Jesus ate with those who were regarded as unworthy: tax collectors, prostitutes and sinners. It was one of the 
harshest criticisms of Jesus made by the Pharisees and Scribes: ‘He eats with tax collectors and sinners!’ One of Jesus’ 
strongest messages was about the inclusive nature of the kingdom and he lived it day to day. His inclusive table fellowship 
was a powerful statement about the fact that the kingdom is an invitation to all – rich and poor alike, regardless of status in 
this world. This parable highlights the invitation to join in the kingdom of God that has been rejected by the Jewish leaders 
but taken up by the ‘lesser’ people of society. The wedding banquet is a metaphor for the kingdom of God. 

Historical Context 
This gospel parable is a reflection of the way in which the message of God has been extended to people through time. 
The first invitation was extended to the Israelites who initially accepted the message of God but in time lost the focus.  
Jesus further extended the invitation to the Gentiles, viewed by the Jews as unworthy of such a relationship with God.  
Finally, within the early Christian communities there were some who, despite belonging to the community, failed to live 
appropriately and demonstrate their acceptance of the message of God. 

Have you thought? – Inclusivity 
This gospel parable reflects the inclusive way in which Jesus lived his life. In many ways, Jesus was a scandal in his  
society because he didn’t obey the social boundaries. He was very clear in being inclusive and attentive to those who 
were normally shunned. Today, those boundaries are just as clear and easily identified but the methods of excluding  
people have perhaps become a bit more subtle. Who are the ‘shunned’ and ‘left out’ in our society today? Where do the 
boundaries lie? Who would Jesus be reaching out to and seeking to include in today’s society? 
 

Gospel Focus – ‘How did you get in here?’ 
In light of the inclusive kingdom metaphor in this passage, the final portion of the gospel may be a bit troubling to readers. 
When a guest is not wearing a wedding garment he is cast out of the banquet. We might say that being invited at the last 
minute the guest was unable to find suitable clothing. It is a sign that although he has been an unlikely inclusion in the 
banquet, he has not made any effort to respond to the generosity of the king and take up one of the cloaks that would 
have been provided and thus give due honour to his host. This is symbolic of those who refuse to change their ways and 
do not live as followers of Jesus even when they have been included in the kingdom.  

                                 © Greg Sunter 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER 

 *  Aussie money trail allegation         
*  “Nobel Prize” for Notre Dame academic      

*  Mystery, murder and faith     
*  Teen Saint in a tracksuit    

Please pray for all our First Holy 
Communion candidates who begin 
their preparation session this week.  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

