
 

 

Our newly ordained Fr John Pham celebrates the 5.30pm and 

9.00am Masses this week for the community of St Mark’s who 

helped form him for priesthood. It is with great joy we receive his 

ministry among us and a very big thank you to all who helped in his 

preparation for ordination and the celebrations within the Parish 

community. 
 

The scriptures this weekend, where Jesus challenges the religious 

leadership of the time, are very confronting for anyone in ministry. 

In some ways we are all called to ministry in family life, in the 

vineyard - the community of the Church and in the broader 

community within which we live. God has sent us all into the 

community of the world and he expects us to produce a harvest for 

the kingdom of God. God is the absentee landlord who has left us in 

charge of his vineyard. How are we doing? What does God expect 

of us? What sort of vintage have we produced for the Lord?  

These are very sobering questions! 
 

At times we can be discouraged by what we see and experience in a 

worldly sense, but we have to have eyes for the ‘kingdom’ where 

God works in mysterious ways. “The stone the builders rejected has 

become the corner stone; by the Lord has this been done” Mat 21:42 

cf Ps118:22-23. This text is quoted extensively during Eastertide 

remembering and celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus and his 

triumph over sin and death. The whole point of the parable is to get 

a response from those who were not accepting Jesus and in their 

own words they condemn themselves. 
 

We are called to be people of the ‘kingdom’ – mindful of the 

precious gift of our faith and relationship with God and mindful of 

the call for us to produce a harvest for the kingdom. God has 

provided us with everything we need and expects us all to use all we 

have for good and the ‘kingdom’. We pray in the Our Father that 

‘Your kingdom come, Your will be done’ but are we really open to 

the kingdom and the will of the Father?  

Let us use all our gifts and talents in the service of God and others 

and strive to be living signs of the kingdom to others, that we might 

produce a harvest for the Lord and to the glory of God. 

          Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
 Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

Every Tuesday in October  
St Mark’s Rosary & Spiritual Talk ZOOM at 7.30pm  

Join our Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 940 6411 7421 

Passcode: 332047 
All Welcome  

The Holy’s Father’s 
Appeal is on this 
weekend. The appeal 
highlights the global 
charitable causes of Pope 
Francis and is aimed at 
alleviating the suffering 
of those affected by 
natural disasters, wars the 
refuge crisis and poverty 
to name a few.  
 

It is an opportunity for us 
to get involved in an 
important initiative of the 
Catholic Church on a 
local level, and we ask you to give what you can. Through 
your gift you will help Pope Francis bring hope, opportunity 
and the spirit of Jesus Christ to our less fortunate brothers 
and sisters around the world.  
        Thank you.  
Envelopes can be placed in any of the collection plates.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon         Cf. Est 4:17 

Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, 
and there is none that can resist your will. For you 
have made all things, the heaven and the earth, 
and all that is held within the circle of heaven; 
you are the Lord of all. 
1.   Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk 
in the law of the Lord.               
 

2.   Your words have I hidden in my heart, that I may not 
sin against you.             
 

3.   Uphold me by your promise, and I shall live. Let my 
hope not be in vain.          
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading               Is 5:1-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.      
The vineyard of the Lord God of hosts is the House of Israel. 

Let me sing to my friend the song of his love for his  
vineyard. My friend had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 
He dug the soil, cleared it of stones, and planted choice 
vines in it.  In the middle he built a tower, he dug a press 
there too. He expected it to yield grapes, but sour grapes 
were all that it gave. And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and men of Judah, I ask you to judge between my  
vineyard and me. What could I have done for my  
vineyard that I have not done? 
I expected it to yield grapes. Why did it yield sour grapes 
instead? Very well, I will tell you what I am going to do to 
my vineyard: I will take away its hedge for it to be grazed 
on, and knock down its wall for it to be trampled on. 
I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug; overgrown by the  
briar and the thorn. I will command the clouds to rain no 
rain on it. Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the 
House of Israel, and the men of Judah that chosen plant. 
He expected justice, but found bloodshed, integrity, but 
only a cry of distress.  

Responsorial Psalm             Ps 79:9. 12-16. 19-20. R. Is 5:7 

(R.) The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel.   
 

1. You brought a vine out of Egypt; to plant it you drove 
out the nations. It stretched out its branches to the sea, 
to the Great River it stretched out its shoots.  (R.) 
 

2. Then why have you broken down its walls? It is plucked 
by all who pass by. It is ravaged by the boar of the forest, 
devoured by the beasts of the field.   (R.) 
 

3. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, look down from 
heaven and see. Visit this vine and protect it, the vine 
your right hand has planted.  (R.) 

4. And we shall never forsake you again: give us life that 
we may call upon your name. God of hosts, bring us back; 
let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. (R.) 

 

Second Reading                     Phil 4:6-9 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians. 
Do these things and the God of peace will be with you. 

There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you 
need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and  
thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much 
greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts 
and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, fill 
your minds with everything that is true, everything that is 
noble, everything that is good and pure, everything that 
we love and honour, and everything that can be thought 
virtuous or worthy of praise. Keep doing all the things that 
you learnt from me and have been taught by me and have 
heard or seen that I do. Then the God of peace will be 
with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel                Mt 21:33-43 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
He leased his vineyard to other farmers. 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the  
people, ‘Listen to another parable. There was a man, a 
landowner, who planted a vineyard; he fenced it round, 
dug a winepress in it and built a tower; then he leased it to 
tenants and went abroad. When vintage time drew near 
he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his produce. 
But the tenants seized his servants, thrashed one, killed 
another and stoned a third. Next he sent some more  
servants, this time a larger number, and they dealt with 
them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them. 
“They will respect my son,” he said. But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to each other, “This is the heir. 
Come on, let us kill him and take over his inheritance.” So 
they seized him and threw him out of the vineyard and 
killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those tenants?’ They answered, ‘He will 
bring those wretches to a wretched end and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will deliver the produce to 
him when the season arrives.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Have 
you never read in the scriptures: 
It was the stone rejected by the builders that became the 
keystone. This was the Lord’s doing and it is wonderful to 
see? 
‘I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be taken from 
you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.’ 

Gospel Acclamation              See Jn 15:15 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I call you friends, says the Lord, because I 
have made known to you everything I have 
learnt from my Father. Alleluia! 

Due to St Mark’s Primary 
School Project, the driveway 

off Tranmere Street beside the 
Church and school will be 

unavailable for approximately 
three weeks from 26 

September, for Church 
Parking please enter and exit 
via South Street.  Thank you  



   

Prayer of the Faithful (cont.)  
Reader: We pray for those who have died will live forever in 
the Kingdom of God.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.        
 

Leader: God of wisdom and love, in you we find peace that 
surpasses all understanding. Hear our prayers that the 
work of our hands might build up the kingdom of God and 
help to spread your peace throughout the world.    
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen.    
 

Offertory Antiphon             Job 1 and 2.7  
There was a man in the land of Hus, whose name 
was Job, simple and upright and fearing God, whom 
Satan besought that he might tempt, and power was 
given him from the Lord over his possessions and 
his flesh; and he destroyed all his substance and his 
children; and wounded his flesh also with a grievous 
ulcer.           
 

1.   O that my sins, whereby I have deserved wrath, and 
the calamity the calamity, the calamity that I suffer, 
would appear heavier.          
 

2.   For what is my strength that I can hold out? Or, what 
is my end, that I should keep patience?    

Communion Antiphon         Lam 3:25 

The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the 
soul that seeks him.     
or                    Cf. 1 Cor 10:17 

Though many, we are one bread, one body, for we 
all partake of the one Bread and one Chalice. 
1.  I will praise you with an upright heart, when I have 
learned your just decrees.            
 

2.  With all my heart I seek you, let me not wander from 
your commandments.          
 

3.  I will take delight in your statutes, I will not forget your 
words.    

Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and  
invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down from  
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who  
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the  
Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has  
spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and  
I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: With faith in our God, the giver of every good gift,  
let us bring our needs before the Lord.              
     
 

Reader: We pray for bishops, priests, and deacons, may 
they be faithful stewards of the Church and serve the people 
of God with integrity. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
 

Reader: We pray for all creatures of the earth, that they will 
praise and glorify God in the spirit of Francis of Assisi.  
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
 
  

Reader: We pray for the Plenary Council: as we begin our 
parish journey, Lord, grant us the courage to speak boldly 
and the ability to listen humbly and always with a heart open 
to what the Spirit wants for the Church.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the newly ordained priests, John,  
Roberto, Jonathon and Noel, that they will be faithful  
stewards in the vineyard of the Lord.  (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for our parish community, that we will be a 
vineyard producing good fruit for the kingdom of God.   
(pause) Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Month October 
As a family, we’re praying for …… 

 

         ________   

 

        ________    

 
Goals for the family: 

 

    ________________________  

 

     _______________________  

 

____________________________________ 

  

During October Rev John will say four Masses of Thanksgiving at St Mark’s Church.     
  Sunday 11 October 2020 @ 10.30am | Sunday 11 October 2020 @ 6.00pm  
Bookings can be made on the Parish website for these Masses.  

Oct. 1 – St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

St. Thérèse of Lisieux’s approach to life became known 
as “The Little Way.” Talk with your kids about ways 
you can do things with great love -  for example, 
doing chores without complaining. 

October 2 | Holy Guardian Angels 

Guardian angels are our protectors. Each  
person has his or her own guardian angel. 

October 7 | Our Lady of the Rosary 

Learn about praying to Mary with the Rosary at 
http://bit.ly/kidsrosary. 

October 17 | Ignatius of Antioch 

An early bishop of the Church (he was martyred in 
A.D. 105), as he was being transported to Rome (to 
die) he showed great faith and courage, and asked the 
faithful to pray for him. 

October 18 | Luke 

One of the four Evangelists credited with writing the 
Gospels, he also wrote the Acts of the Apostles. Read 
one of his chapters today. 

October 22 | John Paul II 

Pope John Paul II was born 100 years ago and was one 
of the great recent popes. Ask your parents, or 
grandparents, what they remember about him. 

October 28 | National First Responders Day 

This day is dedicated to people who are first to help 
during natural disasters. The idea of first responders 
has expanded this year as battling the COVID-19 
pandemic has changed the way we live. Pray for all 
who have helped during this crisis. 

October 28 | Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles 

These are the holy men whom the Lord chose in his 
own perfect love; to them he gave eternal glory.  

Place a gift of a flowers on “Our Lady’s Altar  

during the month of October.  

      The full moon that occurs nearest to the 
autumnal equinox is significant to people around the world. In 
many countries, the lunar event is recognized as the Harvest 
Moon, lighting the night for farmers working in their fields. In 
many Asian countries, the full moon that many believe is the 
brightest of the year is celebrated as Mid-Autumn Festival with a 
variety of customs that include family reunions, special foods, 
mooncakes, and lanterns. 
Mid-autumn festival is observed in China, Taiwan, Korea, Japan, 
Singapore, Vietnam, Cambodia, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, 
and the Philippines on the 15th day of the eighth lunar month, 
which usually falls in mid-September or early October. This year, 
the full moon date is Oct. 2, and in a rare occurrence in 2020, 
there will be another full moon on Halloween, Oct. 31. (The 
next October Blue Moon, or second full moon in the same 
calendar month, will be in 2039.) 
The Legend of the Autumn Full Moon Festival 
An ancient Chinese legend connected with the festival involves a 
hero named Hou Yi who shot down nine of the 10 suns that were 
overheating the earth, earning himself a reward from the 
Goddess of the Heavens. She gave him a special elixir that would 
enable him to ascend to the heavens and become a god. Hou Yi’s 
beautiful wife, Chang’e, in an effort to protect the elixir from an 
evil man, drank it herself and flew to the moon along with a 
rabbit sent to accompany her. The brokenhearted Hou Yi placed 
his wife’s favourite foods on his table every year afterwards on 
the day of the fullest moon, hoping she would appear. 
Maidens pray for ideal husbands, the newly-married pray for a 
baby and the middle aged and elders pray for family harmony 

and good health.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://teachingcatholickids.com/13-tips-for-praying-the-rosary-with-kids/


 
 
 
 

Study to reveal how practising Catholics 
coped with COVID 

Australian Catholics who normally attended Sunday Mass 
before COVID-19 restrictions are being invited to take part in a 
research project exploring the psychological impact of church 

closures.  
Research study on worship practices during COVID19 

pandemic 
Monash University is inviting practicing Catholics aged over 18 

across Australia to participate in a research study on religious 
practice before and after COVID-19 lockdowns.  The 

anonymous study is exploring possible relationships between 
religious orientation, worship choices and post-pandemic 

spiritual wellbeing.  If you’d like to participate in the study, 
you’ll find more information here: https://

monash.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_43f3xmKUt1xa0S1 

As you are aware, the public health orders that have been in place in response to the pandemic caused us to 
cancel or defer most of our 2020 program. We have however been able to keep the conversation going, through 
our new initiative of Spirituality on the Sofa. We have  also been actively engaging with others who recognise 
the continuous need for renewal in our church and in so doing finding grace and hope. We continue to reflect on 
our response to the Light from the Southern Cross report and on how we can further prepare for the Plenary 
Council in 2021. Here is a quick summary of where we are and what we are planning for 2021. 
Reflection Mornings | Spirituality in the Pub | Spirituality on the Sofa (SOS) 
Dinners, Forums and Other Events visit for more details  https://catalystforrenewal.org.au   

God’s Spirit is ever active and responsive, inviting 
hearts and minds to love and goodness.  

https://monash.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_43f3xmKUt1xa0S1
https://monash.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_43f3xmKUt1xa0S1
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
https://catalystforrenewal.org.au


 
 
 

 
 
 

Today we offer warmest congratulations to 
Pat and Tony Ficarra as recipient of the 
Dempsey Medal 2020.  
Our Dempsey Medal recipients have merited 

this award because they have demonstrated dedication to the 
Church’s mission through their roles at the Parish of St Mark’s.  
Pat has participated in many of our Parish initiatives in the 1980’s - 
2000’s. Pat was an RCIA sponsor for 19 years to new members to 
our faith, a coordinator of Lenten groups and Children’s Liturgy. 
As a member of the steering committee introducing the Parish 
Pastoral Council to St Mark’s, then was a member of the council 
for 2 years. Pat has been a Sacramental leader and assisted with the 
Parish ‘Renew’ program.  
Tony celebrated his First Holy Communion at St Mark’s on 
Sunday 25th October - 78 years ago on the Feast of Christ the King 
so his association with St Mark’s goes back to his school days. 
Throughout his life in our Parish his roles have changed from Altar 
boy to Altar server to catechist, he was a Minister of the Word and 
a member of our Parish Finance Committee as well as the Parish 
Pastoral Council. One of Tony’s important initiatives was the 
Parish ‘On Lion’ magazine which he published for many years as a 
record keeper of Parish events. Today’s he still does Pastoral care 
visiting Macquarie hospital and is a catechist at Drummoyne 
Public School. Tony and Pat have always had faith which is very 
important to them as Tony said “faith is to act as a measure of a 
person’s hope and in God’s purposes for us as his children.”  
Thank you both for the great service you have given to God and 
His Church and St Mark’s Community.  

Keep them in  Your Prayers 

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend 
Mass on  

- St Mark’s Website-  

Register with trybooking 
before 4pm M - F  

Registrations essential    

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am &  
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
St Mark’s limit is 80 at Mass. 
(seating is in the nave, gallery,  

back foyer and sanctuary).  

   Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community: Debra Swetz, Peter Gale,  
Joseph Abbonizio, Rocco Zoccali, Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni, 
Meagan Ficarra, Lina Giannandrea, Rita Arcidiacono, Fr John Alt,  
Rev Peter Maher, Fr Don Willoughby and Brian McCarthy &  
all St. Mark’s Parish community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries & those we are remembering at this time:  
Maria Zoccali, Sam Ivan Perinch, Ljupko Grgic, Guilio Bercich, 
Gemma Holmes, Maria Paino, Brian Lees, Therese Lees,  
Barbara Walters, Antonio Arcorace, Giuseppe Gallace,  
Patricia Yong, Daniel Lao, Alejandro Rincon, Antonio Ficarra, 
Maria Calleja, Frank Crowe, Julia Crowe, Luciano Boccalatte and 
Rosa Boccalatte 
 

Recently Deceased: Peter Cotter, Frannie Mant, Cordelia Ng, 
Mia Pantanelo and Rondalea Perkins.  
We pray for those who have died and offer our prayers to their 
families. May they rest in peace.  

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

Patricia & Tony Ficarra  

October is the month of the holy rosary. 

During this month, which the Church 

has chosen to devote to the rosary, we 

who know and love the rosary need to 

reflect on the rosary more each day. The 

rosary is the prayer in which Mary takes 

us by the hand and shows us the joys and 

sorrows of the life she shared with Her 

son, Jesus.  

It is the prayer, “par excellence”, that is 

most loved by Our Blessed Mother. 

St Mark’s Anniversary of the   
71st Dedication of the Church  

1949 - 2020  
The Consecration of the Church 
on the Feast of St. Michael the 
Archangel in 1949 was an event. 
Tony Ficarra was chosen as an 
Altar boy for this event in 1949 
and was delighted with a day off 
school! Monsignor Meany and 
Father Reynolds were the Parish 
priest at that time and weaved 
their way around the Church with 
weather just right for a liturgy full 
of meaning.  
The Church statues were cleaned, the marble was polished and 
repairs were done. Over the years Tony has recounted his story 
and if you ask him today, I am sure he will tell it again as we 
celebrate 71 years of the Dedication of the Church St Mark’s.  

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


Gospel Reflection 
This week’s gospel must be read in conjunction with the first reading (Isaiah 5:1-7) and the responsorial psalm, because 
the message of these passages is implicit in the parable told by Jesus. As soon as Jesus began to describe the  
vineyard – fenced around, a winepress dug and tower built – his audience would have immediately known that he was 
reflecting the Isaiah description of Israel as the vineyard of the Lord. Isaiah’s condemnation of Israel in that passage is so 
strong that one can almost imagine Jesus’ audience cringing in anticipation of where this story was leading. 

The imagery Jesus used would have been so familiar to his audience that it was almost mundane, and yet Jesus, as  
usual, gives the image a twist. He describes a vineyard owner whose tenant farmers rebel, beat and murder his servants. 
Any one of these acts was punishable by death and the audience may well have expected the story to end there. And yet 
the landowner sends further messengers – hopeful of a change of heart from the tenants and allowing them the  
opportunity to do what is right. After these messengers are also murdered, the landowner sends his own son to collect the 
harvest from the tenants. 

Jesus, of course, is drawing on the familiar image of Israel as the vineyard of the Lord. God, the landowner, has entrusted 
this beautifully prepared land to the people of Israel and yet they have taken ownership for themselves and forgotten their 
Lord. Messengers, in the form of prophets, have been sent to call the people back to God but they were ignored and even 
murdered. Now, the Son has been sent to the people and received much the same response. When Jesus asks his  
audience of chief priests and elders what the landowner should do, they are acutely aware that he is asking them how 
God should deal with them. 

Scriptural context – Fulfilling prophecy 
Matthew’s whole recount of this parable is dependent upon the reader/listener’s familiarity with earlier writings within the 
Old Testament. We are fortunate that the designers of the lectionary have included the relevant passages as the first  
reading and psalm for this Sunday’s readings. The original audience would have drawn on their own familiarity with the 
texts and recognised Jesus’ words as echoing those of Isaiah and the psalmist. Matthew’s gospel was particularly keen to 
cast Jesus in the image of fulfilling the prophecies of the Jewish tradition. Throughout Matthew’s gospel we see the  
author placing the words of prophecy in Jesus’ mouth or using the narration to confirm that Jesus performed actions to 
fulfil the words of the prophets. 

Have you thought? The benevolent landowner 
One of the images from this gospel that would have been puzzling to the audience, and may have tipped them off that  
Jesus was telling a parable with a particular message, is the image of the landowner being incredibly benevolent and  
tolerant of his rebellious tenants. Jesus’ audience would have known that the law was always on the side of a landowner 
over his tenants. Any misdeed by a tenant farmer would have been dealt with swiftly and severely and yet the landowner 
in Jesus’ story (God) is almost unbelievably patient and prepared to give the tenants every opportunity to do the right 
thing.  
 

Living the Gospel – Different View: Using scripture to justify hatred 
This text is one that has been used by some Christians to justify their hatred and persecution of Jews. They point to the 
parable Jesus told as evidence that Jesus blamed the Jewish people for his death. It is a strange fact that some people 
believe that the only way to justify their own beliefs is to try to destroy the beliefs (and believers) of other faiths. For  
hundreds of years Christians abused and tormented Jews, driving them out of cities and even countries. The terrible  
treatment of Jews in World War II was drawing on a long history of Christians persecuting Jews.   © Greg Sunter 
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 *  EXCLUSIVE: The other Wahlberg. Actor ’s brother shares his conversion story        
*  Man Drought? A note to single professional women       

*  Born leader bows out    
*  Form guide for a future Pope   

Pope Francis: Become guardians of life and earth with contemplation and care 
Continuing his catechesis on the current pandemic in the light of the Church’s social 
doctrine, the Pope at his weekly General Audience on Wednesday stresses the importance 
of caring for each other and contemplating the world in which we live.      
    "Guardians" of creation 
Those who follow the path of contemplation and caring, emphasized the 
Pope, “become ‘guardians’ of our common home, guardians of life and hope.” This is 
needed in order to preserve and protect our common home for future generations, he 
added. In particular, he mentioned the indigenous peoples, to whom, he said, “we all owe 
a debt of gratitude.” But the Pope also spoke of “those movements, associations, popular 
groups, which are committed to protecting their territory with its natural and cultural 
values. These social realities are not always appreciated, and at times they are even 
obstructed; but in reality they contribute to a peaceful revolution, the ‘revolution of 
care’”. Concluding his catechesis, the Pope stressed that everyone has a role to play in 
caring for creation. “Each one of us can and must be a ‘guardian of the common home’, 
capable of praising God for His creatures, and of contemplating and protecting them.” 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://seasonofcreation.org/


 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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Our Father (The Lord’s Prayer)  
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. Amen.  
Hail Mary  

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed 
art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 

sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
Glory Be  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
Prayer of Fatima  

O My Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires 
of hell; lead all souls to heaven, especially those in 

most need of Thy mercy. Amen  
Hail Holy Queen  

Hail Holy Queen, Mother of mercy; our life, our 
sweetness, and our hope. To you do we cry, poor 

banished children of Eve. To you do we send up our 
sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. 

Turn, then, most gracious advocate, your eyes of 
mercy toward us. And after this, our exile, show unto 
us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus. O clement, 
O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. Pray for us, O holy  

O holy Mother of God, that we may be made worthy 
of the promises of Christ.  

Amen   
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