
 

 

 

Employment and work are on many peoples minds as our country 

and world deal with the effects of COVID - 19 and the disruption, 

suffering, sickness and death it has brought to the world. In work, 

the manner and way we do it has changed. Everything has been 

impacted by this virus and until we have a vaccine we will have to 

manage as best we can. 
 

The scriptures last week and this week reflect on our attitudes and 

dispositions as employers and workers. Last week the boss was 

generous and gave all his employees enough for them and their 

families to live on – the daily wage – one Denarius. He said to the 

disgruntled workers who had laboured all day “Why be envious 

because I am generous.”. This Sunday we reflect on the attitude of 

workers, in this case the sons of the owner of the enterprise, one 

said he will not go and work but does and the other said yes he will 

work but does not. What we say and do matters. Sometimes after 

consideration and reflection we change our minds and reassess the 

situation. I was reading about one of the founders of Netflix and his 

innovative style of leadership and management. He said he had to 

learn from his mistakes and encourage honest feedback and critique 

from his fellow workers and executive. 
 

In our Christian living we need to reassess and reflect on our 

choices and decisions and if needed to change our behaviour or 

responses. To do God’s will in our lives can be very challenging 

and may mean a time of discernment, reflection and prayer. I have 

experienced this as a priest when deciding what ministry to take on, 

which appointment to apply for and what approach to take in 

challenging situations. Fr John was questioned by the Bishop at his 

Ordination last weekend about his intentions and commitment to the 

priestly ministry he was about to be ordained into. When people are 

married in the Church, they are questioned before their vows about 

their intentions and commitment. A vocational choice has 

implications for the future and is lived out in the context of a 

community of faith. 

In these difficult times let us remember in prayer all those facing 

difficult decisions internationally, nationally, in the State and 

locally, those in business and our young people making decisions 

about their future study and work and those looking for 

employment. Many people and parishioners have made Australia 

their home and have enriched this land with their culture and food. 

May Australia continue to be a place of welcome, of justice and 

peace where we can all continue to build a harmonious multicultural 

community that reflects God’s love and mercy towards all. 

          Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
 Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

We wish all our parishioners, students, 
teachers and their families blessing’s for a 
happy and safe school holiday break.  
 

A Blessing for the School Holidays  
Sustaining God, caretaker of life,  

you are always present.  
You live in us.  

Watch over us during the break, and  
keep us in your watchful gaze.  

Bless our community as we  
celebrate these holidays.  

We make this prayer through  
Jesus our guardian.  

Amen  

Thank you to all involved in the preparation and  
celebration of the Ordination to the Priesthood of  

Fr John Pham. Fr John has been appointed to  
St Mark’s Parish as Assistant Priest.  

Thank you for your generosity towards his ministry 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon       Dn 3:31,29,30,43,42 

All that you have done to us, O Lord, you have done 
with true judgement, for we have sinned against you 
and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory 
to your name and deal with us according to the  
bounty of your mercy. 
1.   Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk 
in the law of the Lord.               
 

2.   Uphold me by your promise; I shall live. Let my hope 
not be in vain.            
 

3.   I have gone astray like a sheep that is lost; seek your 
servant, because I have not forgotten your commands.          
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading              Ez 18:25-28 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.      
The sinner who decides to turn against sinfulness deserves to live.  

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: 
‘You object, “What the Lord does is unjust.” Listen, you 
House of Israel: is what I do unjust? Is it not what you do 
that is unjust? When the upright man renounces his  
integrity to commit sin and dies because of this, he dies 
because of the evil that he himself has committed. When 
the sinner renounces sin to become law-abiding and  
honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen to renounce 
all his previous sins; he shall certainly live; he shall not 
die.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm                Ps 24:4-9. R. v.6 

(R.) Remember your mercies, O Lord.  
 

1. Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your 
paths. Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: for you 
are God my saviour. (R.) 
 

2. Remember your mercy, Lord, and the love you have 
shown from of old. Do not remember the sins of my 
youth. In your love remember me, because of your  
goodness, O Lord.  (R.) 
  

3. The Lord is good and upright. He shows the path to 
those who stray, he guides the humble in the right path; 
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.) 

Second Reading                   Phil 2:1-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians. 
In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus. 

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can  
persuade at all, or the Spirit that we have in common, or 
any tenderness and sympathy, then be united in your 
convictions and united in your love, with a common  
purpose and a common mind. That is the one thing which 
would make me completely happy. There must be no 
competition among you, no conceit; but everybody is to 
be self-effacing. Always consider the other person to be 
better than yourself, so that nobody thinks of his own  
interests first but everybody thinks of other people’s  
interests instead. In your minds you must be the same as 
Christ Jesus: 
 His state was divine, yet he did not cling 
 to his equality with God but emptied himself 
 to assume the condition of a slave,  
 and became as men are; and being as all men are
 he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, 
 death on a cross. 
 But God raised him high and gave him the name 
 which is above all other names so that all beings 
 in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 
 should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and 
 that every tongue should acclaim  
 Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
or  Shorter form             Phil 2:1-5 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians. 
In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus. 

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can  
persuade at all, or the Spirit that we have in common, or 
any tenderness and sympathy, then be united in your 
convictions and united in your love, with a common  
purpose and a common mind. That is the one thing which 
would make me completely happy. There must be no 
competition among you, no conceit; but everybody is to 
be self-effacing. Always consider the other person to be 
better than yourself so that nobody thinks of his own  
interests first but everybody thinks of other people’s  
interests instead. In your minds you must be the same as 
Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel                Mt 21:28-32 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
He went out moved by regret. The tax collectors and prostitutes will precede you into 
the kingdom of God. 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the  
people, ‘What is your opinion? A man had two sons. He 
went and said to the first, “My boy, you go and work in 
the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not go,” but  
afterwards thought better of it and went. The man then 
went and said the same thing to the second who  
answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not go. Which of the 
two did the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ they said. Jesus said 
to them, ‘I tell you solemnly, tax collectors and prostitutes 
are making their way into the kingdom of God before you. 
For John came to you, a pattern of true righteousness, 
but you did not believe him, and yet the tax collectors and 
prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, you refused to 
think better of it and believe in him.’ 

Gospel Acclamation              Jn 10:27 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; 
I know them, and they follow me.  
Alleluia! 



   

 

Prayer of the Faithful (cont.)  
Reader: Remember your mercies, O Lord as we pray for all 
those who have lost their life crossing the borders of hope 
or drowning in the oceans of our indifference, that the 
memory of their tragedy may call us to personal and  
collective responsibility and their life welcomed into  
eternity.  (pause) Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.        
 

Reader: Remember your mercies, O Lord as we pray for 
those in our community who are grieving the loss of a loved 
one as we remember them at this time. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader: God of creation, you have called us to serve you 
by loving our neighbour as our self. Hear our prayers that 
with acts of sacrifice and self-giving, we might place others’ 
needs before our own.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen.    
 

Offertory Antiphon                 Ps 137:7  
By the rivers of Babylon there we sat and wept, 
when we remembered Sion.          
 

1.   For there our captors asked of us, the lyrics of our 
songs.         
 

2.   How could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?   

Communion Antiphon       Cf. Ps 118:49-50 

Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, by 
which you have given me hope. This is my comfort 
when I am brought low.  
1.  I will praise you with an upright heart, when I have 
learned your just decrees.            
 

2.  With all my heart I seek you, let me not wander from 
your commandments.          
 

3.  I will take delight in your statutes, I will not forget your 
words.    

Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and  
invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down from  
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who  
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the  
Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has  
spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and  
I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Knowing the compassionate love of the Father, let 
us turn to him in prayer.             
     
 

Reader: Remember your mercies, O Lord as we pray for 
God’s holy Church, in word and deed may it proclaim God’s 
boundless mercy to the world. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
 

Reader: Remember your mercies, O Lord as we pray for 
leaders of nations, may they work together to safeguard the 
environment and to aid those most affected by climate 
change. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
 

Reader: Remember your mercies, O Lord as we pray for the 
world-wide Jewish community, that this week’s holy days will 
deepen their faith in God’s enduring covenant love for them.     
(pause). Lord hear us: 
All:   Lord, hear our prayer.    
 
 
  

Reader: Remember your mercies, O Lord as we pray for all 
migrants and refugees who, like Jesus, have been forced to 
give them safety and shelter. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: Remember your mercies, O Lord as we pray for 
children and young people at critical stages of their  
education, that they succeed in overcoming the  
disadvantage of a disrupted school year. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 

1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
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Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

https://www.stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au/enrolment
http://touchedbyolivia.com.au/planktober-1-31-october-community-at-our-core/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pope Francis has invited us to welcome, protect, 
promote and integrate migrants, refugees and 

victims of human trafficking in his message for 
World Day of Migrants and Refugees.   

This year’s theme for the Holy Father’s Message 
for 2020 World Day of Migrant and Refugee is:  

“Forced like Jesus Christ to flee”.  

St Mark's Primary school building Project 
The builders are all on track to have the building 
completed by the end of the year. In January, the 

demountables will be removed from the playground 
so there will be more room to park. 

In 2021, we will begin the year with new 
contemporary learning spaces and one Sunday we 
will open up the school for you to come and visit. 
This of course will depend on COVID restrictions.  

Rachel Bourke (Principal) 

Due to St Mark’s Primary 
School Project, the driveway 

off Tranmere Street beside the 
Church and school will be 

unavailable for approximately 
three weeks from 26 

September, for Church Parking 
please enter and exit via South 

Street.  Thank you  

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/papa-francesco_20200513_world-migrants-day-2020.html
https://seasonofcreation.org/


 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all involved in the preparation and  
celebration of the Ordination to the Priesthood of  

Fr John Pham. Fr John has been appointed to  
St Mark’s Parish as Assistant Priest.  

Thank you for your generosity towards his ministry.  

 

During October Rev John will say four Masses of Thanksgiving at St Mark’s Church.     
Saturday 3 October 2020 @ 5.30pm | Sunday 4 October 2020 @ 9.00am  
  Sunday 11 October 2020 @ 10.30am | Sunday 11 October 2020 @ 6.00pm  
Bookings can be made on the Parish website for these four Masses.  

The four new priests with Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP in the sacristy after the ordinations Mass, with the 
masks they wore during the service to meet COVID-safety precautions. PHOTO: Giovanni Portelli  

 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/


 

Keep them in  Your Prayers 

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend 
Mass on  

- St Mark’s Website-  

Register with trybooking 
before 4pm M - F  

Registrations essential    

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am &  
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
St Mark’s limit is 80 at Mass. 
(seating is in the nave, gallery,  

back foyer and sanctuary).  

   Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Assistant Priest: Fr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community: Debra Swetz, Peter Gale,  
Joseph Abbonizio, Rocco Zoccali, Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni, 
Meagan Ficarra, Lina Giannandrea, Rita Arcidiacono, Fr John Alt,  
Rev Peter Maher, Fr Don Willoughby, Brian McCarthy & all  
St. Mark’s Parish community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries & those we are remembering at this time:  
Gemma Holmes, Maria Paino, Brian Lees, Therese Lees,  
Barbara Walters, Antonio Arcorace, Giuseppe Gallace,  
Patricia Yong, Daniel Lao, Alejandro Rincon, Antonio Ficarra, 
Maria Calleja, Frank Crowe, Julia Crowe, Luciano Boccalatte,  
Rosa Boccalatte, Mario Di Palma, Maria Catanzaro,  
Antonio Costanzo and Mary Cantem-Paul 
 

Recently Deceased: Frannie Mant, Cordelia Ng, Mia Pantanelo,  
Rondalea Perkins, Fr John Langtry, We pray for those who have 
died and offer our prayers to their families.   
May they rest in peace.  

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday  through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s: 
Giovanni David Digiaro 

and we congratulate his parents. 
   God bless you. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During October Rev John will say four  
Masses of Thanksgiving at St Mark’s Church.     

Saturday 3 October 2020 @ 5.30pm  
Sunday 4 October 2020 @ 9.00am  

  Sunday 11 October 2020 @ 10.30am  
Sunday 11 October 2020 @ 6.00pm  

Bookings can be made on the Parish website for  
these four Masses.  

October is the month of the holy rosary.  
During this month, which the Church has chosen to devote 

to the rosary, we who know and love the rosary need to 
reflect on the rosary more each day. The rosary is the 

prayer in which Mary takes us by the hand and shows us 
the joys and sorrows of the life she shared with Her son, 
Jesus. It is the prayer, “par excellence”, that is most loved 

by Our Blessed Mother. 
Pray the rosary in October, knowing that this is the 

weapon that Mary asked us to use to defeat evil. The 7th of 
October is the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary, a feast in 

celebration of the battle of Lepanto in 1571. 
St Mark’s will say The Rosary every Tuesday night in 

October via ZOOM  
 

 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/


Gospel Reflection 
This week’s gospel passage is one of many within Matthew’s gospel that show Jesus at odds with the religious authorities 
of his day. The picture of the religious leaders that comes through Matthew’s gospel is one of hypocrisy. Jesus is  
frequently portrayed as criticising the leaders for holding too strongly to the letter of the law and ignoring the spirit of the 
law and the call to compassion. This week’s passage has Jesus seeking the opinion of the chief priests and elders on a 
hypothetical situation (a common style of debating a point of law in the Jewish tradition). He describes two sons, each 
asked by their father to go and work in the family vineyard. The first says ‘No’ but later does his father’s bidding. The  
second says ‘Yes’ but doesn’t follow through on his commitment.  

Jesus is criticising the religious leaders of his time who, with their words, said ‘Yes’ to God but by their actions said ‘No’. 
He most certainly would have upset the leaders by telling them that tax collectors and prostitutes would enter the  
kingdom of God before them. Whilst these tax collectors and prostitutes were regarded by the religious authorities as 
‘sinners’ beyond redemption, Jesus holds them up in the image of the first son of the story. Although they may have said 
‘No’ to God through their poor choices, ultimately they are saying ‘Yes’ to God in their acceptance of Jesus and the  
message of the kingdom of God. On the other hand, the leaders have said ‘Yes’ to God publicly through abiding by all the 
religious laws and maintaining a ‘religious profile’ but in their hearts and actions they have not truly said ‘Yes!’ 

From the perspective of … A Tax Collector 
Hey, Jesus is talking about me again! I love it when he says that I’m better than some of those stuck up chief priests. All 
my life they’ve looked down on me; pretending they’re better than me. I’ve seen the way some of them behave when they 
think no-one’s watching! They’re no better than me! And Jesus says that people like me will enter the kingdom before 
people like them! Yes! I know I’ve done the wrong thing plenty of times – Jesus has helped me to see that. Maybe that’s 
what makes me different from those priests; I don’t pretend that I’ve never done anything wrong. 

Historical Context – Chief Priests and Tax Collectors 
Only men of the Israelite tribe of Levi could become Priests and Levites. Men from the other eleven tribes were  
prohibited. It was not a religious ‘call’ but rather a fact of birth that led men to be priests. The chief priests and high priest 
performed all the rituals in the Temple in Jerusalem – it was they who performed sacrifices on behalf of others. They were 
very important and influential. Tax collectors were regarded poorly because they acted on behalf of the Romans –  
collecting revenue for an occupying and pagan force. They made their living by collecting extra amounts. They were 
looked down upon by most people. 
 

Living the Gospel – Saying ‘Yes!’ 
In many ways, it is easy to say ‘Yes’ and not really mean it. Some people do it all the time in their lives. They say ‘Yes’ 
when they have no intention at all of following through on their commitment. It’s easy to say ‘Yes’ and not mean it when it 
comes to faith as well. It’s pretty easy to turn up at Church on a Sunday and be seen to be doing the ‘right’ thing. But if 
our faith doesn’t change the way we live, then maybe we’re really saying ‘No’ to God.        © Greg Sunter 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER 

 *  Four new priests (Read about Fr John ’s ordination)        
*  Castle Hill ’s Angels of Love      

*  Why I became Catholic?   
*  Castle Hill ’s Angels of Love  

Patricia & Tony Ficarra  

St Mark’s Drummoyne long time 
parishioner’s, dedicated ministers and 

volunteers who are compassionate about the 
community and parish of St Mark’s 

Drummoyne Pat & Tony have been awarded 
the 2020 Dempsey Medal. 

 
 
 
 

Due to COVID the ceremony will be held at  
St Mark’s on Sunday at 10.30am Mass the 

community is invited to join Pat & Tony and 
congratulate them on receiving the  

2020 Dempsey Medal.  
Book on the Parish website to attend Mass. 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

