
 

          Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
 Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

 

Where do you find God?  
In a beautiful sunset; 
the beauty of creation; 
in the faces and hearts 
of those you love; in 
music; in the storm;  
in unexpected places 
or people; in a church 
or chapel; in the 
scripture proclaimed 
or reading quietly 
alone; in conversation 
or in the company of 
friends;  in solitude or 
in business of the 
world;  in quiet 
lockdown!  
Everywhere it is good to seek the presence of the Lord.  

I have found God in all these places and many others. 
Today’s first reading, the presence of God is found in the 
gentle breeze and indeed God is often found in the 
unexpected or the seeming innocuous or simple things in 
life.  
Indeed, the presence of God pervades the whole created 
order, and some say you can see the spark of the divine in 
everything. We are learning as a people of the interrelation 
ship of everything on earth and how we have to care for all 
creation. 
 

When the disciples find themselves in a dicey situation out 
at sea, they experience the presence of the Lord coming to 
them across the sea of Galilee, mistaking his presence as 
something malevolent he calls to them “Do not be afraid” 
one of the most quoted phrase of the scriptures. Peter the 
impetuous one jumps in but starts to sink and cries out 
“Lord! Save me”, a prayer we are all familiar with, and the 
Lord responds with calming effect. 
 

We all need to seek the presence of the Lord and come into 
his presence. Prayer is a way of doing this and is 
recommended daily for Christians. Our prayer can take 
many forms vocal formal and informal, meditation with 
others or alone, contemplative “It is a gaze of faith fixed on 
Jesus, an attentiveness to the Word of God, a silent love” 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 2724.  
The most important thing is to let God into our lives.  
God can do wonderful things for us, in us and through us if 
only we open up to God in Love.   
 

The Feast of the Assumption   
The Feast of the Assumption celebrates the belief that the body 
and soul of the Blessed Virgin Mary was taken into heaven after 

the end of her earthly life.  
Mary’s assumption into heaven is seen by many as a fulfilment 
of Jesus’ promise to all faithful servants; that they too will be 

received into the kingdom of God. Mary is seen as the first 
disciple of Jesus and a model for all disciples; it is fitting that 

she receive the gift of discipleship first of all.  
Belief in the Assumption of Mary had become widespread by 
the end of the seventh century and was eventually defined by 

Pope Pius XII in 1950  
 

Mass at St Mark’s Church  
Friday 14 August - 6.00pm Vigil  

Saturday 15 August - 9.00am  
Saturday 15 August - 12.00pm  

All welcome – register to attend.  

National Vocations Awareness Week- has been an opportunity 
for us to give thanks to God for the presence and ministry of 
consecrated life in our Church and our lives.  
Pause and spend a moment in prayer for the priests and 
religious who have helped you during your life.   
In this week’s Bulletin read writings from our parish religious. 

 Pope prays for Lebanon after 
massive explosion in Beirut: 
One day after a massive explosion 
ravaged the port of Beirut, shattering 
windows for miles & covering the 
surrounding area in clouds of smoke, 
Pope Francis offered prayers for the 

victims & their families and asked the international community 
to help Lebanon overcome its internal crisis.  

Our Church responds in these times 
through Caritas Australia if you wish to 
donate - visit www.caritas.org.au   

God is our refuge and 
our strength.  

An ever present help in 
times of trouble.  

Psalm 46:1 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
http://www.caritas.org.au
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/newsroom/news-detail/caritas-australia-conveys-solidarity-to-lebanon


 

Entrance Antiphon       Cf. Ps 73:20,19,22,23 

Look to your covenant, O Lord, 
and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, 
and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 
 
1.   Why, O God, have you cast us off forever? Why is your 
wrath enkindled against the sheep of your pasture.         
 

2.   Deliver not up to beasts the souls of those who praise 
you; and forget not to the end the souls of your poor ones.        
 

3.   My flesh and my heart may waste away, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion forever. .      
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading             1 Kgs 19:9.11-13 

A reading from the first book of the Kings.      
Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord God. 

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he went 
into the cave and spent the night in it. Then he was told, ‘Go 
out and stand on the mountain before the Lord.’ Then the 
Lord himself went by. There came a mighty wind, so strong it 
tore the mountains and shattered the rocks before the Lord. 
But the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind came an 
earthquake. But the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the 
earthquake came a fire. But the Lord was not in the fire. And 
after the fire there came the sound of a gentle breeze. And 
when Elijah heard this, he covered his face with his cloak and 
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 

Responsorial Psalm             Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8

(R.) Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your 
salvation. 
 

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,  a voice that 
speaks of peace. His help is near for those who fear him 
and his glory will dwell in our land.   (R.) 
 

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met; justice and peace have 
embraced. Faithfulness shall spring from the earth. (R.) 
  

3. The Lord will make us prosper  and our earth shall yield its 
fruit. Justice shall march before him and peace shall follow his 
steps.  (R.) 

Second Reading           Rom 9:1-5 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans. 
I would willingly be condemned if it could help my people. 

What I want to say is no pretence; I say it in union with Christ 
– it is the truth – my conscience in union with the Holy Spirit 
assures me of it too. What I want to say is this: my sorrow is 
so great, my mental anguish so endless, I would willingly be 
condemned and be cut off from Christ if it could help my 
brothers of Israel, my own flesh and blood. They were adopt-
ed as sons, they were given the glory and the covenants; the 
Law and the ritual were drawn up for them, and the promises 
were made to them. They are descended from the patriarchs 
and from their flesh and blood came Christ who is above all, 
God for ever blessed! Amen. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Gospel                 Mt 14:22-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Command me to come to you over the water. 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead 
to the other side while he would send the crowds away. After 
sending the crowds away he went up into the hills by himself 
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, while the 
boat, by now far out on the lake, was battling with a heavy 
sea, for there was a head-wind. In the fourth watch of the 
night he went towards them, walking on the lake, and when 
the disciples saw him walking on the lake they were terrified. 
‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried out in fear. But at once Je-
sus called out to them, saying, ‘Courage! It is I! Do not be 
afraid.’ It was Peter who answered. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘if it is you, 
tell me to come to you across the water.’ ‘Come’ said Jesus. 
Then Peter got out of the boat and started walking towards 
Jesus across the water, but as soon as he felt the force of the 
wind, he took fright and began to sink. ‘Lord! Save me!’ he 
cried. Jesus put out his hand at once and held him. ‘Man of 
little faith,’ he said ‘why did you doubt?’ And as they got into 
the boat the wind dropped. The men in the boat bowed down 
before him and said, ‘Truly, you are the Son of God.’ 

 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 

Gospel Acclamation            Lk 19:38 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I hope in the Lord, 
I trust in his word.  
Alleluia! 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 
and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 

Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. 

The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

https://www.stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au/


 

   

Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who  
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look 
forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Jesus tells his disciples, ‘Do not be afraid’. With perfect 
trust that banishes all fear, let us bring our needs before the 
Lord.       
     

Reader: We pray for Pope Francis, that with fearless faith he will 
guide the church through the turbulent waters of our time. 
(pause). Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: We pray for the nations of the world, may diverse peo-
ples be brought together by mutual respect and goodwill to pro-
mote peace and justice for all. (pause). Lord hear us: 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Reader: We pray for our priests, deacons and religious, espe-
cially those in our community, may our prayers and support sus-
tain them in fidelity and courage. (pause). Lord hear us: 
All:   Lord, hear our prayer.    
 
 
  

Reader: We pray for families who are separated due to work, 
military service, or travel, may they know the comfort of a sup-
portive community.  (pause) Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader: We pray for the people of Lebanon, those who bring 
comfort and healing, and for suffering peoples throughout the 
world.  (pause) Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.        

Reader: We pray for those who have died recently and for those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time. May God welcome them 
into the eternal kingdom and give them the reward of their faith-
ful service. (pause) Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.     
 

Leader: Eternal God, in you we find courage and strength for the 
journey of faith. Hear our prayers that we might be a comforting 
presence to those who are suffering in our families and commu-
nities. We ask this through Christ our Lord.             
All:  Amen.    

Offertory Antiphon                Ps 30:15 
In you, O Lord, I have placed my hope; I said, You are 
my God; my times are in your hands.      
 

1.   In you, O Lord I have hoped, let me never be  
confounded, deliver me in your justice.   
 

2.   Bow down your ear to me; make haste to deliver me, for 
your are my strength and refuge.   

3.   Int your hands I commend my spirit, for you have  
redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth.   
 
 

Communion Antiphon       Ps 147:12,14 

O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill of 
finest wheat. 
 

1.  Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem. Praise your God, O Sion, 
He has strengthened the bars of your gates and has 
blessed your children within you.      
 

2.  He has granted peace in your borders; with the best of 
wheat he fills you.    
 

3.  He has not done in like manner to every nation, and his 
judgements he has not made manifest to them.  

 
 

Prayer after Communion           

May the communion in your Sacrament that we have  
consumed, save us, O Lord, and confirm us in the light of 
your truth. Through Christ our Lord. 

WHEN LISTENING MATTERS MOST. 
As the global pandemic continues, many of us are struggling with 
unprecedented levels of stress, anxiety, loneliness and grief. It can 
be difficult to know the right thing to say or how to offer effective 
support – there is truly no script for this. There are, however, 
proven ways to listen so that others feel heard. It requires being 
present in the moment and prioritizing how the other person is 
feeling. In these complicated times, being an intentional, 
compassionate listener can be the most helpful way to support 
someone who is struggling. 
 

Let the person tell his or her story. Listen carefully and focus on the 
words spoken. Refrain from interrupting. 
 

Avoid problem solving or giving advice. Remember the person is 
sharing with you as a way of establishing a connection. They are 
not necessarily expecting a solution or information that they could 
easily obtain with an Internet search. 
 

Respect the uniqueness of the other person’s story. Try to avoid over
-identifying (“the same thing happened to me”), over-simplifying 
(“oh, you were just dealing with that”) or diminishing the 
significance of what you are hearing. 
 

Acknowledge the sharing as an act of trust. Express your gratitude 
for the person having made him or herself vulnerable enough to 
share their pain, and encourage them to keep sharing with others. 

© Stephen Carroll, Ph.D., LCPC,  
is the coordinator of the Halfway House program at Saint Luke Institute. 

https://www.sliconnect.org/about/experts/#stephen


 
 
 
 
 

 

God’s Spirit is ever active and responsive, inviting hearts and minds to love and goodness.  
 
A vocation is such a pressing spiritual 
invitation to engage with God in a deeper 
relationship in response to the need we see. 
It might come through a “career” of service 
that becomes a passion to do good and 
follow our universal call to cultivate, or 
bring forth the ever new treasures of the 
field, as carers of God’s good world. 
The spirituality of a vocation is associated 
with love of God and of people especially 
those who are struggling with the 
difficulties of life. 
Again, it might come as an invitation to be a 
missionary as a single person, to join a 
religious congregation and share in its 
spirituality and way of serving people, to marry and raise children, or to priesthood to further the priesthood of 
Jesus living among us, saving and sanctifying humanity. 
God’s invitation adapts to the needs of times and places, for example Mary MacKillop in early Australia, was 
inspired by the vision of her Parish priest, Fr Julian Tenison Woods, to educate the children of miners and other 
rural people including aboriginal people whom he loved and respected. The children were poor and needy and 
education helped them to grow and develop Australia  and its people. The Sisters also did whatever they could by 
caring for women in prostitution, the sick and many others, with the help of the people who admired their work. 
There was very little money and they were often misunderstood as they depended on God’s help by begging for 
providing for the poor.  
Look now at how education has helped Australia to prosper , “from little things big things grow”. 
We pray that prosperity has not replaced faith and trust,  and that many generous people respond to a “pressing 
invitation” as a responsive, grateful and faith-filled people whether single, married, religious or in priesthood to 
further God’s laws of love, as children of God. 
We see blessings that come through generous people today providing  things like, mobile laundry services, food 
banks, housing supply for the needy in Sydney and elsewhere. Remember Fiona Woods of WA who invented 
spray-on skin as a result of the Bali tragedy revealing God’s great gifts being activated at given moments. 
Today there are many practices that lead to despair and destroy lives. Not so many years ago, Mother Teresa 
stood among this situation in India,  and picked up the first diseased body from the street; her witness inspired 
hundreds to assist her or join with her. 
  What need inspires you, even in the “lucky country” to see and respond? 
We all share the  gifts (1 Corinthians, ch 12, V. 4-11) , fruits of the Holy Spirit (Galatians, ch 5, v22-26) given at baptism, 
and nurtured through prayer and the sacraments. As we ponder the scriptures we are helped to realise our gifts 
that are waiting to be expressed. 
Our musicians sing of what the word needs now, and St Paul wrote that love was the greatest of God’s gifts. 
Which of your gifts and fruits are moving from, “someone should do something” to I will do something to make 
God’s love known through my loving response in God’s great adventure unfolding day by day! 

“Why the priesthood?” was one of the questions that my non-Christian friends 
asked when I told them about my desire of becoming a priest. Vietnam is a 
country that is rooted deeply in Buddhism tradition and since the majority of the 
population are non-Christian, the idea of joining the priesthood is quite 
unfamiliar to lots of people. For many Vietnamese, especially young people, 
becoming a monk is the way to get away from the secular world after 
experiencing some sort of sorrow and suffering, such as a family tragedy or 
break-up. By doing this, people try to find peace for their mind and heart and at 
the same time to restore balance for their lives. That is why my friends were so 
surprised when they heard of my desire, since I had not experienced any of these.  
 

However, joining the priesthood for me, is not the way to get away from the 
world but rather to put oneself into the world for the love of God and to serve 
others in a very special way. From a very young age, the idea of becoming a 
priest has been rooted within me as it was one of the common topics at our 

dinner table and at our extended family gatherings. This idea then developed into my utmost desire 
that led me to join the seminary later on.  
 

After more than 8 years being a Seminarian at the seminary and almost a year as a Deacon at St 
Mark’s, I am about to take my final step towards the priesthood which is being ordained as a priest and 
my desire to serve God and other is still burning within me. Of course, similar to any other vocations, I 
have experienced lots of joy and love as well as many struggles and difficulties to get to who and where 
I am now. I always believe that God will never abandon us if we have our trust in Him.   
Please keep me and my classmates in your prayers as we are preparing for our upcoming ordination.  
          “Jesus, I trust in You”. 

Sr Margaret  

Deacon John 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
        

 
 

A vocation is a gift of God, a gift for one’s journey of life 
and a gift for others. Gifts are given and received.  
 

Having lived as a Sister of Reparation for many years, I 
have been blessed by the presence of many people and 
circumstances that I consider beautiful gifts. Living one’s 
life as a Religious Sister is relational. A life well-lived is 
balanced; it is not only about giving and serving but 
includes openness to receiving.  
 

The vocational call is many calls within the initial ‘yes’ to 
enter into a new way of life. As an 8 year old girl, I was 
attracted with the Sisters who taught and prepared us for 
the First Holy Communion. They were joyful, friendly, 
prayerful women. Growing up in a village where I come 
from, is a strong Catholic family background; the Church 
was the centre of many events such as Novenas, 
Processions, Benediction, altars alight with candles and flowers were part of our devotional life.  
 

I believe that is true of my life. A life of prayer, closeness 
to church and the witness of the spiritual lives of others 
in my family grand-aunt, aunty, uncle and village 
community were tugging at my heart even as a young 
child. Month of Our Lady (May) we were led to go house 
to house for Rosary prayer group is one of my most 
blessed memories. As the years passed, I decided to join 
the Sisters of Reparation formation in 1999.  
 

Over there many years as a member of the Sister of 
Reparation, I have experienced joys, sorrows, difficulties, 
challenges, and accomplishments. Each day I live out my 
religious life with the commitments of love and prayer 
“Adoration to the Blessed Sacrament” through the 
charism of the Sisters of Reparation “Reparation through 
Adoration”. Although my life is filled with many 
challenges, God has been good to me. He has provided 
strength, courage, and comfort in the challenging times, 
and blessed me with much joy and happiness. I continue 
to serve Him whatever service He calls me to. I often 
think of Pope Francis words never forget to smile, even 
when life is hard and Mother Teresa who said, Smile, no 
matter what comes in your way!  
 

 
 

My life is a journey of faith and trust in God’s providence with hope. How blessed I am to be 
among such a loving Community on the same journey of seeking God.  

Beauty of Sacrifice for the Love of Christ and His People 

VACANT UNITS 
MONSIGNOR JOHN PEOPLES UNITS,  FIVE DOCK 

 
Units provide Aged Self-Care accommodation close to All Hallows Church, particularly for 

Parishioners 55 years +. 
Both 1 and 2 bedroom units are vacant and are available for immediate occupation.  

These units have recently been refurbished and contain brand new whitegoods, modern 
kitchens and bathrooms. 

Inspection of the units is invited. 
Enquiries : Lola Tasende, Units Manager,  on 0414 491 718 

Sr Antonia 



Keep them in  Your Prayers 

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend 
Mass on  

- St Mark’s Website-  

Register with trybooking 
before 3pm M - F  

Registrations essential    

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am &  
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

Registration is essential  
St Mark’s limit is 80 at Mass. 
(seating is in the nave, gallery,  

back foyer and sanctuary).  

   Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Deacon: Rev Mr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community:  
Debra Swetz, Theresa Powers, Joseph Abbonizio, Rocco Zoccali, 
Patricia Ryan, Carolina Bastoni, Lina Giannandrea, Peter Gale, 
Rita Arcidiacono, Rev Peter Maher, Meagan Ficarra,  
Fr Don Willoughby, Mgr Bill Mullins, Brian McCarthy,   
Brian & Ann Johnson, Sr. Carmel Clancy and Sr Claire Burgess & 
all St. Mark’s Parish community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries & those we are remembering at this time:  
Giuseppe Colantonio, Dorothy Gomes, Steve Mogler,  
Raymond & Dorothy Blackman, Wilfred James Cantem,  
Nora McLean, Mary McQuade, Ana Smilovic, Larry O’Neill,  
Julie Grady, Roslyn Iris Poppen, Anthony Restuccia,  
Gloria Umali, Giuseppe Gallace, Liam Edward McGill, 
Maria Abbonizio, Giuseppe Greco and Ross Lagudi.  
 

Recently Deceased: Tammy Burns, Eileen O’Neill,  
Fatima Anthany-Pillai, Martino San Kap, Agatha Than Aye, 
Carmelus San Win Naing, Anna Munat, Joyce Law and  
Dorie Levy. We pray for those who have died & offer our 
prayers to their families.  

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

Pastoral Associate Position 
St Joan of Arc Parish Haberfield is seeking a 
part-time Pastoral Associate to work 20 hours 
per week, including some weekends and 
primarily after Mass. This newly created role 
reports directly to and works closely with the 
parish priest, as well as various ministries of 
the parish. 
The position will be involved in day to day 
running of parish pastoral activities and be 
given responsibility for finding ways to engage youth and young adults 
more in the Parish: building faith communities of young families; and 
working directly with families experiencing sickness and bereavement.  
Some of the key requirements of the Pastoral Associate will be  
 •            Sound knowledge and deep respect for the teachings and 
ethos of the Catholic faith  
•             Proficiency in using the Microsoft Office suite of programs. 
•             Effective interpersonal skills with the ability to maintain 
positive working relationships. 
The ability to speak both English and Italian is desirable. 
For a confidential discussion about this rewarding position please 
contact Fr Phil Zadro on 9798 6657. 
Applications should include a covering letter outlining suitability for 
the role, a statement addressing each of the above requirements and a 
resume with referee details including the contact details of your parish 
priest. Applications can be sent directly to the Parish Secretary on 
admin@stjoanofarc.org.au 
Successful candidates will be subject to pre-employment screening, 
which may include but not be limited to a National Police Check and 
NSW Working with Children Check. 
Only candidates with the right to work in Australia may apply for this 
position. Applications close on Friday 14 August 2020. 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION for Australia and New Zealand are  
15 August (Assumption) and 25 December (Christmas). 

 The importance of a day in the liturgical calendar is determined by its 
rank (solemnity, feast, memorial); a Holy Day is simply a solemnity 

celebrated like a Sunday, that is, with obligation.  
 

Masses for the feast of the Assumption:  
Friday 14 August - 6.00pm Vigil  

Saturday 15 August - 9.00am 
Saturday 15 August - 2.00pm  

(All welcome - register to attend)  

SACRAMENT OF FIRST EUCHARIST/ HOLY 
COMMUNION 2020  

Will be celebrated during all Masses in the 
month of November 2020  

in-line with COVID - 19 restrictions:  
Expression of interest forms are available on  

St Mark’s Parish website.  

We welcome into our faith community this  
Saturday & Sunday  through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s: 
Harrison Hilton Ruston,  
Carter Keith Watts, &  

Noah Quinn Baldacchino.  
and we congratulate their parents. 

   God bless you. 

 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
mailto:admin@stjoanofarc.org.au


 

 *  Life, work & love in the eternal city    
*  Time to make a stand for religious freedom  

*  Learning to speak with a Catholic accent  

 

Gospel Reflection 
I don’t know that we’ve ever properly understood the significance of the disciples in the gospels; our attention is al-
ways focused on Jesus. The disciples certainly got the inside running on all of Jesus’ teachings; they witnessed the 
miracles; and were themselves empowered to carry on the work of Jesus. They can be seen as the prototypes for all 
the followers of Jesus that have come since. When we read the gospel stories we can perhaps place ourselves in the 
position of James or John or Peter or Andrew. 

To be a disciple to a rabbi was not just to be a supporter or an interested bystander. To be a disciple was to hungrily 
learn from your rabbi. The fact that all of Jesus’ disciples were called from other walks of life means that no other rab-
bi had already chosen them. They had been passed over as not good enough to study with a rabbi. When they were 
called by Jesus it was an opportunity they would never have dreamed possible; of course they left everything and fol-
lowed him.  

To be a disciple was effectively an apprenticeship to becoming a rabbi. To be discipled to a rabbi was to believe that 
you could do what your rabbi did. It is this belief that makes Peter get out of the boat. His rabbi is walking on the water 
and Peter believes that he can do what his rabbi does. And extraordinarily, Peter begins to walk on the water just like 
Jesus. It is only when he starts to think about what he’s doing that he sinks. When Jesus asks Peter, ‘Why did you 
doubt?’ he is asking Peter why he doubted himself. It wasn’t that Peter doubted Jesus; he doubted his own ability to 
be the equal of his rabbi! 
 

Historical Context – Separation 
The image of Jesus still ashore while the disciples battled against strong winds and rising seas must have been an 
evocative one for the Matthean community. Like the disciples, they were acutely aware of their separation from Jesus. 
Unlike the disciples, they were separated by time and the raging storm that beset them was a tide of suspicion and 
persecution. At times they felt the strength and courage of Peter to step out of the boat and be Jesus in their world, 
but at other times they doubted their own abilities. It is a message for the Church of the day and the Church of today. 

Living the Gospel – Christian 

What does it mean to describe oneself as a Christian today? A common understanding might be ‘one who follows the 
teachings of Jesus Christ’. Perhaps, based on the understanding of what it meant to be a disciple, we might better 
describe a Christian as one who learns from the teachings of Jesus and seeks to emulate the work of Jesus. That is, 
a Christian is someone who models their life on the example of Jesus and is the face of Jesus to others. That’s a 
tougher job description than just turning up to church once a week or putting a bumper sticker on your car. 

Gospel Focus – ‘Lord! Save me!’  
The cry of Peter is one that each of us feels the need to cry out at some stage in our life. Jesus trusted Peter’s ability 
to walk to him on the water; otherwise he would not have called Peter to do so. It is Peter who doubts himself. In this 
moment of realising that he can’t do it alone, he calls out to Jesus. One of the enduring images of Jesus is as the one 
who saves – the Saviour. When the realisation eventually comes to each of us that we can’t do it all alone, we need 
only call on the one who saves.       
                                 © Greg Sunter 

The Marist Brothers have moved out of  Drummoyne Avenue and the property has been sold.  
 
The  Brothers came to Drummoyne in 1950 and initially the residence was  used for  the  teacher 
training of young Brothers.     
Following the establishment of  a purpose built   teachers’  College at Dundas Drummoyne Avenue 
became the Provincial House and the centre for the  administration of Marist schools in NSW,PNG and 
the Solomon Islands. With changing needs Marist   administration is now housed in offices at Mascot  
which support schools and missions in Australia, PNG, Philippines,  East 
Timor, Cambodia and Sri Lanka. 
 
Two Sydney Brothers are based in Marist headquarters in Rome,  Brother 

Kelvin now resides in the Brothers’ residence at Hunters Hill  (opposite Joeys ) and plans 
to remain a parishioner at St Mark’s. 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER.  

LIFTOUT INSIDE THIS WEEK’S CATHOLIC WEEKLY Catholic School Leaders 2020 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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