
We have had a great jolt to our 
system with all the implications and 
impact of COVID - 19 on us, our 
families, our work situation, our 
ability to worship and our freedom 
of movement. This has been life 
changing for some and merely an 
inconvenience to others. To lose 
your job, to live with uncertainty, to 
become sick or incapacitated, to be 
anxious or worried makes us think in 
different ways. Many people and 
families have made changes to their 
lifestyle and have come to 
appreciate family time and the 
shared life in the family home. 
 

This changed reality has been an opportunity to refocus on 
family life and the core values that define our life and lifestyle. 
Todays Gospel is very confronting in terms of the priorities we 
have in life and the call to discipleship. Matthew has Jesus 
instructing the Twelve and contrasting the cost of discipleship 
in terms of family and hospitality. This has been a challenging 
time for us with lockdown and social distancing which has 
kerbed our normal acts of generosity and welcome which we 
would normally offer socially. 
 

The gospel and first reading speak of the reward or affects of 
generosity to other and to the stranger. The ‘prophet’s 
reward’ or the ‘holy man’s’ reward or the generosity of a ‘cup 
of water’ to the littles one’s ‘reward’ is a call to generosity on 
the part of the disciples and those who welcome them. Many 
have gone out of their way to see to others needs during this 
time of pandemic and there has been an awakening of the 
neighbourhood and our need to be more connected. 
 

A practical note is the need for the parish to have up to date 
and accurate information on those who attend our parish and 
participate in parish life. Some people think ‘I have been here 
for years’ and ‘everybody knows me’ and while that may be 
true does the Parish have your up to date information? Priest 
and administration staff come and go but our data base is of 
immeasurable importance when we urgently have to contact 
people and provide pastoral and practical support. So please 
fill in the Parish Census data form and return it to the parish 
office as soon as possible. 
The cross is a part of every Christians life and we know not the 
burdens of others. They may appear to us to have everything 
going for them and their family, but the reality may be quite 
different. Let us keep each other in our prayers and continue 
to support each other in love.        Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   

 Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

 

Every day at Vinnies, we see ordinary people being able to make an 
extraordinary difference in their local communities. We are inspired by 
the joy of the Gospels and our Catholic social teachings to do things 
that matter. The spirit to feed, heal, shelter, nurture, and inspire – the 
power to change lives – is in everyone. 
 

As we enter this winter in the shadow of coronavirus, your commitment 
to helping those experiencing disadvantage, poverty, loneliness and 
homelessness is still very much needed and appreciated.   
We are currently at the cross-roads, where we have more people 
needing help and Vinnies receiving less funds than normal.  
 

COVID-19 has wreaked havoc on the health and wellbeing of hundreds 

of thousands of people globally.   
In Australia,  
 approximately 3.4 million people will lose their jobs, with the 

unemployment rate expected to reach upwards of 10 percent by 
the end of this year.  Across our region rising unemployment is 
resulting in more people struggling to afford the essentials and to 
pay bills.  

 More people are finding it harder than ever before to afford a 
home.  The risk of homelessness is predicted to escalate. 

 While people receiving the JobSeeker Payment (formerly Newstart) 
have received a temporary reprieve during the pandemic, if the 
coronavirus supplement is removed they will find themselves 
sinking, once again, below the poverty line. 

 Across our whole community, COVID-19 is also having a significant 
impact on mental health and wellbeing. 

Your donations make a huge difference in our local community.  
Over the past few months we have helped more than 100+ families or 
individuals, usually on multiple occasions.   
 

If you are able to make a contribution to the Vinnies COVID-19 Winter 
Appeal, please do so by visiting www.vinnies.org.au or calling 13 18 12.   
Please note, due to COVID - 19 envelopes are in enclosed in this Bulletin, 
which can be returned next week and put in any collection plate.   
All donations of $2 and over are tax-deductible. 
 

Please help us to help others. Thank you for your ongoing support.   

From the St Vincent de Paul Society team. 

The hand of Christ  

Blesses the cup.  

The hand of Love 

offers the cup.  

The hand of Suffering 

receives the cup 

https://donate.vinnies.org.au/donation-hub
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/donation-hub
http://www.vinnies.org.au


 

Entrance Antiphon              Ps 46:2 

All peoples, clap your hands.  
Cry to God with shouts of joy! 
1.   For the Lord, the Most High, the awesome, is the great 
king over all the earth.    
 

2.   Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our 
king, sing praises!  

3.   God is king of all the earth, sing hymns of praise with all 
your skill. God reigns over all the nations, God sits upon his 
holy throne.  
 
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading          2 Kgs 4:8-11. 14-16 

A reading from the second book of the Kings  
That is the holy man of God, let him remain there. 

One day as Elisha was on his way to Shunem, a woman of 
rank who lived there pressed him to stay and eat there. After 
this he always broke his journey for a meal when he passed 
that way. She said to her husband, ‘Look, I am sure the man 
who is constantly passing our way must be a holy man of 
God. Let us build him a small room on the roof, and put him a 
bed in it, and a table and chair and lamp; whenever he comes 
to us he can rest there.’ 

One day when he came, he retired to the upper room and lay 
down. ‘What can be done for her?’ he asked. Gehazi (his 
servant) answered, ‘Well, she has no son and her husband is 
old.’ Elisha said, ‘Call her.’ The servant called her and she 
stood at the door. ‘This time next year,’ Elisha said ‘you will 
hold a son in your arms.’ 

Responsorial Psalm          Ps 88:2-3. 16-19. R. v.2 

(R.) Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.   
 

1.  I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; through all ages 
my mouth will proclaim your truth. 
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever, that your truth 
is firmly established as the heavens. (R.) 
 

2.  Happy the people who acclaim such a king, who walk,  
O Lord, in the light of your face, who find their joy every  
day in your name, who make your justice the source of  
their bliss. (R.) 
   
3.  For it is you, O Lord, who are the glory of their strength;  
it is by your favour that our might is exalted: for our ruler is in 
the keeping of the Lord; our king in the keeping of the Holy 
One of Israel. (R.) 

Second Reading         Rom 6:3-4. 8-11 

 

A reading from the letter of of St Paul to the Romans. 
Having been buried with him through baptism, we shall walk in a new life. 

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were baptised in 
his death; in other words, when we were baptised we went 
into the tomb with him and joined him in death, so that as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the Father’s glory, we too 
might live a new life. 

But we believe that having died with Christ we shall return to 
life with him: Christ, as we know, having been raised from the 
dead will never die again. Death has no power over him any 
more. When he died, he died, once for all, to sin, so his life 
now is life with God; and in that way, you too must consider 
yourselves to be dead to sin but alive for God in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel                    Mt 10:37-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Anyone who does not accept his cross is not worthy of me.  
Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes me. 
Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Anyone who prefers 
father or mother to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who  
prefers son or daughter to me is not worthy of me. Anyone 
who does not take his cross and follow in my footsteps is not 
worthy of me. Anyone who finds his life will lose it; anyone 
who loses his life for my sake will find it. 

‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; and those who 
welcome me welcome the one who sent me. 

‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet because he is a prophet 
will have a prophet’s reward; and anyone who welcomes a 
holy man because he is a holy man will have a holy man’s 
reward. 

‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold water to one of 
these little ones because he is a disciple, then I tell you sol-
emnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward.’ 

Gospel Acclamation         1 Pt 2:9 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy people. Praise God who called you out of 
darkness and into his marvellous light. 
Alleluia! 



  

Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was  
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who  
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look 
forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Believing in the light of Christ, which banishes all 
darkness, let us bring our needs, and the needs of our world, 
before the Lord.     
     

Reader: We pray for the leaders of nations, that they will work 
closely together to provide welcome and care for the millions 
who have fled their homeland. (pause). Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, graciously hear us.  
 

Reader: We pray for Pope Francis and the whole college of 
bishops, that like the apostles Peter and Paul they will never 
cease to proclaim the gospel boldly. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All:  Lord, graciously hear us.   
 

Reader: We pray for the church in Australia, that the  
lengthened preparations for the Plenary Council will add  
momentum for the outbreak of a new missionary spirit.(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All:   Lord, graciously hear us.    
 

Reader: We pray for children of Australia, that the full  
implementation of safeguarding measures will protect them 
from harm and promote their wellbeing. (pause). Lord hear us: 
All:  Lord, graciously hear us.    
 

Reader: We pray for artists and performers, for workers in  
hospitality and tourism, and for all in unsupported industries, 
that fresh initiatives in the new financial year may ease their 
hardship. (pause) Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, graciously hear us.      
  

Reader: We pray for the sick, especially those in chronic pain, 
that they will receive the health care and pastoral support they 
need. (pause) Lord hear us: 
 

All: Lord, graciously hear us.      
 

Leader: Creator God, you have made the world and all that is 
in it and proclaimed that it is good. Hear our prayers that as 
faithful disciples, we might take on the task of restoring and 
repairing creation through the work of our hands.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.       
All:  Amen.    

 

Offertory Antiphon          Ps 16: 5.6.7 
As in holocausts of rams and bullocks, and as in  
thousands of fat lambs; so let our sacrifice be made in 
your sight this day, that it may please you; for there is 
no confusion to them that trust in you, O Lord.      
 

1.   Holocausts or sin offerings you sought not; then said I: 
Behold, I come” “Behold I come”.   
 

2.   It is written of me that I should do your will; to do your 
will, O God, is my delight! delight!.  
 

3.  I have declared your justice in the great assembly, Lo I 
will not restrain my lips. O Lord, you know it. Lord, you know 
it.   

 
 

Communion Antiphon        Cf. Ps 102:1 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all within me,  
his holy name. 
 

1.  The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in mercy.       
 

2.   He will not always be angry, nor will he threaten forever.   
 

3.  The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
upon those who fear him.    
 
 

Prayer after Communion         Gal 4:6 

May this divine sacrifice we have offered and received fill us 
with life, O Lord, we pray, so that, bound to you in lasting 
charity, we may bear fruit that lasts for ever. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   

Blessings to all our students  
and their families at the  

end of Term 2  
(The last day of term is Friday 3 July.) 

 
 

We thank you Lord, for this term.  
For the challenges, especially during this COVID - 19 

pandemic, for the successes,  
and the mistakes from which we have learnt. 

 

Be with us as we spend our time with family and friends. 
Give us strength and courage to do what is right:  

to be witnesses of our faith.  
 

Help us to be a practical Christians these holidays,  
to appreciate what others do for us,  

to give time and effort to help others.  
 

To be peacemakers in our family.  
Keep us safe in our activities; and in our community   

give us good rest and good fun.  
Bring us back refreshed  

and ready for a new term. 
  

We thank you for our classmates, 
teachers, parents and the community that cares for us.  

 

May we always be conscious of you in our lives.  
Amen  



 
 
 
 
 

 

It’s almost tax time…. and this means 
it’s almost time for us to distribute 
annual tax receipts for our Planned 
Giving, please have your donations to 
the Parish office by Monday 29 June 

for a tax receipt. Please complete a new census form 
     so we have your details.  
 Tax receipts will be emailed to all by mid July 2020.  

Planned Giving envelope & monthly  
Card debits will only receive tax receipts.  

St Mark’s Planned Giving Envelopes           
   for 2020 - 2021.  
These have all been delivered, if you have 
not received your envelopes please 
contact the Parish office.  
 

If you wish to receive Planned Giving Envelopes please 
complete a ’Green Card” and return to the Parish office.  

  Remember for a tax receipt tick the  
“I require a tax deduction” box  when completing this card. 

Thank you.  

Monday 29 June: Mass at 8:00am Saints Peter & Paul, Apostles.  
Throughout most of its history, the Church has linked the two major figures 
of Peter and Paul, so it is fitting that they share this feast day. However, 
also throughout most of the Church’s history, Peter has been given greater 
regard and has held a more significant place in the tradition. In fact, the 
Church itself is often described as ‘Petrine’ – in the tradition of Peter. Much 
is made of the line of Popes being traced back to Peter. The authority and 
structure of the Church is linked to the Petrine model of Church. Describing 
Peter as the ‘rock’ upon which the Church was built is an excellent image of 
stability and constancy.  

In something of a contrast, the apostle Paul is best known as the great 
traveller who spread the message of Jesus all around the shores of the 
Mediterranean, establishing communities of faith wherever he went. His 
letters – or epistles - to these communities were some of the first Christian 
writings; predating by 20 years or more the four gospels of the New 
Testament. Rather than stability and constancy, Paul is identified with 
growth and change; expansion and openness. Many would argue that 
without Paul the early Christian communities may not have survived 
beyond the end of the 1st Century. 

Peter and Paul represent two great traditions within the Church: the strength of tradition and oneness associated with 
Peter; and the valuing of new ideas and outreach to others that typified the work of Paul. Although the Petrine tradition has 
been dominant for most of the Church’s history, the Pauline tradition was rediscovered in the latter part of the 20th 
Century and it is now clearly evident that the church needs both of these arms to embrace the world. 

St Mark’s needs Church monitors at all 
our Masses to keep the Church open! 

We are required to welcome 
parishioners, ensure our data collection 

of attendees is maintained correctly  
and to clean our Church following all 

our services.  
Our Parish has already been contacted 
by NSW Health to ensure our numbers 
are correct for attendees, our cleaning 

is in place in accordance with the 
guidelines and we are compliant with 

social distancing and to maintain this Fr 
Michael needs your help! 

Volunteers please contact the Parish 
office or speak with Fr Michael.  

From 1 July 2020, our Church will increase from  
50 people attending Mass services to 80 people 

attending Mass services.  
This will be in accordance with the  

4 square metres of space per person. 
 

Funerals and Weddings have their own guidelines and 
Baptism’s at the Church  will be in accordance with the 

numbers of families at each Baptism.  
Parishioners still have to Register to attend services.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pews will still have signs to direct parishioners  
where to sit.  

We ask you use sanitizer on entering the Church,  
always take home your Parish Bulletin  

and when leaving the Church make sure you have all 
your belongings.    



 
 
 
 
 
 

        

 
28 June 2020    

 

RE: St Mark’s Sacramental Program 2020 & 2021.  
 

Dear Parents / Guardian of a Sacramental Candidate and Parishioners.   
 

We have experienced an unprecedented situation in our lifetime with the closure of Churches 

and the cessation of our Sacramental life over the last few months. Thank goodness, we are now 

able to celebrate with smaller numbers. A maximum of 80 from 1 July 2020 are permitted in our 

Church using the one person per four square metre ruling.  
 

At this stage I invite parishioners and families back to Mass with our revised programme of 

Masses, as you feel comfortable and it is safe for you to do so. To attend Masses, you will still 

have to register and maintain social distancing in our Church, and after each Mass our Church 

has to be cleaned. 
 

BAPTISM:  

We have resumed Baptisms and those seeking Baptism should complete an application through 

the Parish website to begin your family preparation and to arrange a day and time according to 

availability. Our preference will go to those families who have had to postpone their previous 

dates. Baptismal Preparation will commence via Zoom with families on Sunday 5 July 2020 at 

4.00pm. Registration is essential to receive a Zoom meeting invitation.  
  
 

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: (Reconciliation | Confession) 

The Preparation for the Sacrament of Penance in 2020 will now take place during the Season of 

Lent in Term 1 of 2021, registration letters will be available in October 2020 with details. 

Preparation and the celebration will be in 2021.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  

The Sacrament of First Holy Communion (First Eucharist) has been rescheduled to November 

2020. Registration forms and details will be advised during Term 3, 2020. Preparation for this 

Sacrament will be done via Zoom, with meeting link details provided following registration.  
 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION:  

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be postponed until 2021, again, expression of interest 

application forms will be available from 1st - 30th September 2020, with preparation for the 

Sacrament to be in 2021.  

 

This Sacramental information is effective for this ‘moment in time’ and may change in line with 

the Archdiocese of Sydney and NSW Government guidelines. As numbers are restricted at 

Church, all Sacramental programs may have restrictions on number of attendees. As we move 

forward in 2020, we will keep you up to date through the Parish Bulletin and Parish website.  

I thank you for your patience and understanding during this time, and look forward to these 

Parish and faith occasions.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Very Rev Michael McLean PP EV 

Parish Priest, Episcopal Vicar for Education 

Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney 
 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/bulletins/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


Keep them in  Your Prayers 

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend 
Mass at  

- St Mark’s-  

Register with the Parish 
office 9181 1795  
M - F  9am - 3pm. 

Registrations essential    

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am &  
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

  (note changes to times)  
Registration essential due to 

limited numbers at Mass.  

 
Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Listen to Fr Michael’s June Message to the 
community on our You-Tube Channel.   

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Deacon: Rev Mr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke  

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 
 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/  

  Register and Book a Mass time  

St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community:  
Dorrie Levy, Joseph Abbonizio, Rocco Zoccali, Regina Colantonio, 
Carolina Bastoni, Lina Giannandrea, Patricia Ryan,  
Rita Arcidiacono, Eileen O’Neill, Rev Peter Maher,  
Thu Hoang (Deacon John’s cousin), Fr. Emmanuel Seo,  
Fr Don Willoughby, Mgr Bill Mullins, Brian McCarthy,  
Meagan Ficarra, Brian & Ann Johnson, Sr. Carmel Clancy &   
Sr Claire Burgess & all St. Mark’s Parish community members 
unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries & those we are remembering at this time:  
Salvatore Catanzaro, Maryanne Cartwright, David Bateman, 
Pietrina Natoli, Maria Ficarra, Daniel Macri, Stefano Bianco,  
Anne Spellacy, Brett McIntyre, Dianne McIntyre, George Gomes,  
Gabrielle Van Heuven, Santina Macalusco, Patricia Yong,  
Daniel Lao, Charlie Camilleri, Freddie Camilleri, George Andreou, 
Rosa Carnuccio, Casimiro Hman, Cosimo Sanzari and Margaret 
Micheletti.  
 

Recently Deceased: Kevin Christopher Doyle, Maria Abbonizio, 
Rev, Fr O.C Lim Anthony, Natalina Guinta, Mother Ernestina Nolli, 
Mother Francesca Ada, Michael Erwin and Henry Hess. We pray 
for those who have died and  offer our prayers to their families.  

Condolences: Our condolences to Patricia and her family 
and friends on the recent passing of parishioner  
Kevin  Christopher Doyle previously of Tranmere & South 
Streets Drummoyne. Kevin in his life worked tirelessly for 
the Parish and School. His funeral will be held at St Mary’s 
Concord next week.  
May he rest in peace.  

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember 
to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

Parish Rosters: Currently due to COVID - 19 all our Parish 
rosters are on hold. If you have registered to attend Mass and are a 
reader or altar server, and are willing to volunteer at Mass, please 
see the celebrant prior to the start of Mass.  

Canon 1039: Prior to proceeding to ordination to priesthood,  
Deacon John will be away from the parish to take his spiritual retreat. 

Please Pray for him & the other three candidates.  

     St Mark’s Parish has just completed and 
submitted a 38-page Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney Parish 
Safeguarding self - assessment and improvement action plan for 
2020.  This report supports parishes within the Catholic Archdiocese 

of Sydney to understand and comply with the 
National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (NCSS). 
This report outlines the parishes requirements to 
comply with legislative requirements and reporting 
obligations and protocols for their audit.   
Part of this report is to have all our volunteers 
comply and have all their safeguarding 

requirements on file with the Parish office.  
1: Working with Children Check  
2: Signed copy of the CAS code of conduct. 
3: Online safeguarding induction training.  
Safeguarding details can be found on our Parish website:  
 

We have asked our volunteers numerous times to ensure all their 
details are up-to-date, and we thank those who are compliant, but 
there are still some outstanding.  Also a number of parishioner’s 
WWCC will expire this year, please check yours and update the 
Parish office with your new details.  Thank you.  

Bishop Brady’s podcast of hope 

Sydney Auxiliary Bishop Terry Brady 
has recorded an eight part podcast 
series on Soundcloud. 
 

Bishop Brady traverses a broad range 
of topics including the Ministry of Pope 
Francis, the Parish community as the 
centre of ‘Church’, social justice and 
the significance of the Australian Plenary Council.  
Anecdotes from Bishop Brady’s life experience and insight contribute 
to the pastoral and spiritual formation of Australian Catholics are also 
discussed.  Link to listen from our Parish website.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/safeguarding/
https://soundcloud.com/bishop-terry-brady/sets
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/


 

Gospel Reflection 
‘The gospel for today can be a difficult one to hear. It calls us to place our discipleship before our loyalty to family and 
even before our own life. It is important to place this passage in the broader context of not only the chapter in which it 
sits, but also within the gospel as a whole.  

Today’s passage appears at the conclusion of Chapter 10 in the Gospel of Matthew. The entire chapter deals with the 
commissioning and sending out of the disciples to ‘proclaim the gospel, heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those 
who have leprosy and drive out demons.’ (Mt 10:8) The previous chapter concludes with the words, ‘The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’ (Mt 
9:37-38) Chapter 10 is a response to this call. Jesus sends the disciples to ‘work the harvest’ through proclamation, 
healing and exorcism.  

At the end of the chapter, having spelt out all the difficulties a disciple must face, Jesus assures them that even the 
smallest act of welcoming the disciple will be rewarded.  

It’s also important to understand that the Jewish audience of the Gospel of Matthew found themselves under increas-
ing persecution and there was often division within families between those holding to orthodox Jewish beliefs and 
those following the new Christian way. For some early Christians, there was the very real choice to be made between 
following their faith and remaining loyal to family. The Gospel of Matthew repeatedly affirms Jesus as the promised 
Jewish messiah; as the fulfilment of Jewish prophecy. For early followers of the Christian way, this difficult message 
about being a follower was in the context of an affirmation that the message of Jesus was deeply grounded in their 
Jewish faith. 

From the perspective of …  
What must it have been like to be one of those disciples of Jesus? Having followed their Rabbi, or teacher, for some 
time, he sends them out to ‘have a go’ at doing what he has been doing: preaching; proclaiming the good news; heal-
ing; curing lepers and casting out demons. The focus of a disciple is to be like their Rabbi. This is their first real test of 
being a disciple … seeking to go out into the world without Jesus and do the things that they’ve seen their Rabbi do; 
to be like their Rabbi!  

Historical Context – A cup of cold water 
Jesus says, ‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold water’ to a disciple spreading the gospel, then their ultimate 
reward is assured. To give ‘a cup of cold water’ or ‘a cold drink’ to another person was the most basic act of hospitali-
ty or service. It is a metaphor for doing the absolute least service to another. Jesus is saying that even the most trivial 
act of service that recognises the work of the disciple will be welcomed and acknowledged. It suggests that ‘practical 
loving kindness’ is both the test and the result of discipleship.  

Gospel Focus  – Anyone who welcomes 
Having spelled out the difficulties of discipleship throughout Ch 10, the gospel writer has Jesus reassuring the disci-
ples that anyone who welcomes them welcomes him. There are echoes here of other parts of the Gospel of Matthew: 
the Beatitudes, with its blessings on the poor and humble of heart; the welcome of children, the ‘little ones’ of the king-
dom; and the Last Judgment (Mt 24), that reminds us that whatever we do for the least in the world we do for Jesus. 
Jesus even describes the disciples as ‘little ones’ – a reminder both to them and to those who welcome them. 

Questions for Adults 
Q. What was your immediate reaction to hearing or reading this passage? 

Q. When have you had to choose between conflicting priorities in your life? 

Q. How might you ‘offer a cup of water’ and welcome a disciple who comes in an unlikely form?   

Q. How might you discuss these ‘hard teachings’ of Jesus with a modern audience? 

                               © Greg Sunter 

 
 
 
 

Parking at St Mark’s:  

Due to St Mark’s Primary School building works project 
our Church parking is restricted.  

It is suggested you enter and exit by South Street and if 
you are driving in beside the Church please be VERY 

CAREFUL as the Building project is close to the Church. 
At night the area has low lighting.  

Always be aware of parishioners, children and other cars 
when parking in the Church and School grounds.  



 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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Bedtime Prayer  
Now I lay me down  

to sleep, 
Now I lay me down  

to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my  

soul to keep. 
If I should die before  

I wake, 
I pray the Lord my  

soul to take. 
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